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musicians to art workshops, poetry nights, hand-made quilts, and more; I am
constantly inspired by the beautiful artistic expressions of everyone in our
community. 

Art is a reflection of God's creativity, an evidence that we are
made in the image of God. 

-Francis Schaeffer

If you know the people of Woodland at all, this will not come as
a surprise: Woodland is full of God’s creativity! From our

A word from Christy Jo

ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and aff irming,  
dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical  hospital i ty and uncondit ional  love.
As chi ldren of God, we str ive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual ’s  journey

as we grow together in faith.”
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A couple of weeks ago after worship Madeline’s nine year
old daughter Harper showed me a drawing that was
inspired as she was listening during worship. A page full of
pink hearts connected by pink and gold lines that connect
all of the hearts to the heart at the center of the page.

It has been said that a picture is worth a thousand words.
What do you hear through Harper’s masterpiece? What do
you see? Does it remind you of a particular time or place?

I hear what we say each Sunday morning– home is wherever our hearts are
connected to God and each other, welcome home! 

I remember being amazed by my first ever KY Art Market last year. Art Market
weekend is an incredible expression of Woodland’s ministry alive on the outside
of our church! There are so many hearts and hands that make this inspiring
community event and fundraiser possible! I hope you’ll make plans to join us
August 20 & 21 and consider volunteering with a fabulous team of people who so
generously show the community what God’s love looks like!

We are deeply blessed by all who share their divine gifts with us. I give thanks to
God for the many hands and hearts that make Woodland Christian Church a
place of radical welcome, unconditional love, and evidence that we are all made
in the beautiful image of God. May you be blessed and inspired by the spirit of
the Living God within and among us all. 

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
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Prayers & Action for our Neighbors
Our Creator, tornadoes, storms and floods have brought destruction upon
your people living in Western Kentucky and Eastern Kentucky during the
past year. We are all grieving and seeking to help our neighbors. We pray
for all those devastated by natural disasters. We remember all those whose
lives and livelihoods are threatened by the floodwaters still encompassing
Eastern Kentucky. We are especially mindful of our children as school
begins without shelter or roads for transportation.

Almighty Creator, we ask that you pour your blessings on all those who
have lost their homes, their jobs, securities, and hopes amidst the storms.
May you bring them comfort and consolation while surrounding them with
our prayers for strength and the presence of our love and actions. We
stand in solidarity with the people of Eastern Kentucky and remember
Jesus who calms the storms that befall us. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Lon Oliver, District Minister 10 and 11

Week of Compassion Responds to Flooding Damage
Donate: weekofcompassion.org/donate.html 
We remember our neighbors in Eastern KY who are reeling from historic
flooding this week. Week of Compassion, our denomination's relief mission
fund, is in close touch in eastern Kentucky following this week's torrential
downpours and devastating flooding and responding to needs. 

Gifts to Week of Compassion can be designated for 'US Storms' and will be
dedicated both for any immediate responses and for the long-term
response and recovery that is the hallmark of our Disciples' connection.
You may give online or memo your check Week of Compassion: US Storms.

http://weekofcompassion.org/donate.html
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Woodland's Love of Quilts
Did you know that Woodland used to have a quilt group? We did! I only
attended a few times as parenting took away some of that opportunity. I
found my way to the quilting experience through the Fayette County Adult
Education Classes founded by a former member, Don Witt, who created
these classes after school in the summer months. I along with lots of
Lexingtonians, took tatting, quilting, and cooking and in one class I even
made our solid wood coffee table, while Wayne was studying late night
while living in married student housing on the UK campus.

This quilt is a gift for
Woodland, bringing that joy of
quilting back into the fold of
Woodland’s history in the
community. I literally think of
my quilting skill as a light that I
don’t want to keep hidden
under my basket. So I give
Woodland the opportunity to
benefit from my skills and
creativity. So in line with the
Biblical quote of not hiding
your light under a basket,
Matthew 5:16; I thought this
was a good way to give to my
church, while doing something 
I enjoy and sharing those talents that I have often taken for granted.

My hope is that Woodland accepts this quilt gift as a challenge to raffle it
off, gaining dollars to add to the programs that have benefited this
community through all of our efforts to be good Christians in our outreach
work.

This quilt was not planned. A couple years ago I was shopping in the quilt
shop and this packet of “Cake Stand” caught my eye, and I just thought
while I like the fabrics and colors what would I do with them; also
purchased at that time was a packet of solid 5 inch “Charms”. They lay in a
file drawer until something gave me an idea to blend them together and
possibly do a raffle quilt. The only fabrics purchased were the Cake Stand
and Charms fabrics, the rest came from my stash. Got to use up that stash, 
so why not combine them? I saw an article in a quilt magazine that
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intrigued me enough to try to duplicate the idea of creating a new block
from a lowly four patch. Yes, I know it looks like a nine patch pattern but it
is not. The Cake Stand fabrics came in a 10” solid piece of fabric, so I sliced
and diced my way to match the small 5” charms. Again, asking, what am I
doing? I really am not a fan of piecing, I have always enjoyed applique,
because it is mostly a carry along hand process (unless you choose to
applique by machine).

This quilt, named Upgraded Four Patch is pieced by machine, machine
appliqued, hand appliqued and machine quilted, all using my home sewing
machine, no big computerized machine was used in the process of bringing
this quilt to life.

Good things are happening at Woodland.

-Marty Bryant

Get your raffle tickets on Sunday mornings or at the KY Art Market!
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supported me from afar. Your kindness has been a steady, soft landing place
for me, and I’m overflowing with gratitude to call Woodland my home. 

This has been an eventful year! During my fellowship, I have published three
articles with Sojourners, I have preached at Sojourners’ quarterly staff chapel,
and I have campaigned with the other fellows to secure a 65% increase in
wages for ourselves and all future fellows. 

I’ve learned so much about myself along the way. Even though there have
been tough times during these last twelve months, I wouldn’t trade the person
I have become for anything. I find that that has often been my consolation
during difficult periods of my life. I am who I am because of everything that
has happened – the good and the bad – and I will choose to be proud of
myself because I’m still here. I made it; I’m still standing! And isn’t our
perseverance always worth celebrating? 

Lately, I have been thinking about the resilience of my plants. When I was
given my first pothos house plant, I made a lot of mistakes with her. I thought
that I had killed my little plant on at least five separate occasions. The leaves
would fall off their vines and what was once vibrant shades of green turned
yellow and brown. But in spite of all that I’ve put her through, she’s always
bounced back. When one of her leaves falls to the ground, new leaves grow in
its place. Hard times are part of the life cycle, but a hard time is rarely the end. 

I am looking forward to a slow, restful season in the months ahead. I’m
planning to spend the next few months in the mountains of Virginia, where my
family has relocated, until I begin my next chapter of life. 

As I’m transitioning away from DC, I’m thinking of the things I will miss and the
things I am losing. I’m going to miss my friends and the community I had. It’s
painful to leave, but this will not be the end. I will grow and flourish again
somewhere new. 

The life inside of each of us is a renewable resource. We are eternal wells of
possibility. My prayer for each of us is that we will find the space to pursue the
rest and restoration that we need, and I cannot wait for the next time our
paths cross! 
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Catching up with Chloe Specht!
So much has happened since my last visit to Woodland in
May! This week, I am closing out my year as a fellow at
Sojourners, which is the justice organization that I’ve been
working for in Washington, DC. Can you believe it’s been an
entire year since I left for DC? It feels like the time has flown
past me! I am so thankful to each of you who have loved and

https://sojo.net/biography/chloe-specht
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Lord, make our Kentucky home
what I believe it can be.
 
Where the trees and flowers
welcome the buzzing bees.

The summer days continue to flow,
the heat is around us and no wind blows.

As we continue swinging to and fro
we enjoy watching the bluegrass grow.

Just me and Wendell Berry
sittin' on the front porch swing.
 
Sipping on a fresh lemonade
dreaming about how we miss spring.
 
Beyond the garden and the orchard 
the yearlings rest near the cool stream.

That leads to the Kentucky River
with dreams of far off places.
 
But dreams with friends with gratitude
are wonderful in Henry County.

A Visit to Henry County
by Alicia Bloyd, Jackie Diachun, AJ Garrett,

Anne Goodrum, Donna Redmon, and Vicki Vaughn

Poetry Night
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Join us for a candlelit evening of sharing your favorite poetry from the
comfort of your home. We invite you for fellowship and to share an original
or a favorite poem or two. When you arrive (log into Zoom), private
message Alicia and she will add you to the performers list. 

http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
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This extra special perennial is growing right in our church gardens!
Varieties come in many different colors from white to orange and shades in
between. It is a mainstay in pollinator gardens. We thank God for this
beautiful, beneficial flower!

Fayette County is now accepting new items in its upgraded Recycling
Center? Residents may now recycle milk, soup, broth, and other cartons--
all with lids on. Also new are peanut butter ‘jars’ also with lids on. Paper
and magazines can now be included in the mix. Here’s the confusing part –
glass jars with metal lids must have the lids removed before recycling. Here
at Woodland, we accept these items as well! We’re indebted to Gary
Barksdale, Vicki Vaughn, and Bruce Lawrence for making sure that Rosie
and Lennie get out to the curb on trash day. A BIG tip of the hat!!!

There is a company in Kentucky that makes single-use Styrofoam products
and is happy to accept clean, used items by mail? Meat trays, fruit & veggie
trays, and take-out containers all come to mind. Simply collect your items
in a cardboard box and when it’s full mail to: Dart Container Corporation,
975 S Dixie St., Horse Cave, KY 42749.

It’s Just One Thing we can do to care for God’s creation.
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Green Chalice
Did you know that Lexington has its own city flower?
The Echinacea--voted on by the community in an
online poll along with several other flowers commonly
grown in Lexington, the Echinacea plant commonly
known as ‘Coneflower’ is used in herbal medicine,
largely for its antibiotic and wound-healing properties

JOY
Our next JOY outing is August 10. We are going to Georgetown where we
will visit the Gray Arbor Flower Farm and have lunch at Fava’s Restaurant.
There will be plenty of beauty to see and enjoy! Will we be leaving the
church at 10:15AM, please arrive by 10AM to help us determine who can
carpool together. All are welcome; we always have a good time and enjoy
being together.

RSVP by August 8 to Jackie, jackie@diachun.com, or Vicki,
vevaughn29@gmail.com 

mailto:jackie@diachun.com
mailto:vevaughn29@gmail.com
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Children's Ministry is on the Move!
Yes! It’s with pleasure that we announce our children’s Sunday school has
moved into its new space. Located across from Fellowship Hall, the new
room will allow us to provide space for group and individual activities for
children 3-10 years of age. Worship and Wonder story-telling will be led by
Leigh Carr. Free choice and teacher-led activities will give children time to
move and explore their interests and grow in their understanding of our
Creator’s gifts to us and our gifts to each other. 

For now, we are meeting on the last Sunday of each month after the
Children’s Moment. Parents will pick their children up here after worship.
As we get to know the children, we hope to add activities that reflect their
needs and interests as well as those of their parents. Please do not hesitate
to let us know your hopes and dreams for your children. All are welcome to
stop and take a peek any Sunday morning!

Faithfully,
June Salyer, Children’s Ministry
Leigh Carr, Worship and Wonder
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Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings

Dear Woodland
Thanks so much for the flowers, the cards, and the hugs. Most of all, thanks
for all the support and love you have shown me over the years. I look
forward to the time that I will see you once more. 
Many blessings,
Kathy Egner
______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Woodland Community Group, 
Thanks to you, the Lexington Humane Society is able to do so much. Your
recent gift of $90 on 6/14/2022 is directly impacting and improving the lives
of over 400 animals currently in our care. Your support allows us to set our
animals up for success in their future, forever homes. We can’t thank you
enough for your compassion and support. Thank you for believing in us
and all we do for the animals. 
With gratitude, 
Susan Malcomb
President
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
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