
Woodland Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

530 East High Street
Lexington, KY 40502

Phone: 859-266-3416
email: office@woodlandchristianlex.org
website: www.woodlandchristianlex.org

ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and aff irming,  
dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical  hospital i ty and uncondit ional  love.
As chi ldren of God, we str ive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual ’s  journey

as we grow together in faith.”
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A word from Christy Jo

gravitational pull of the moon and sun caused the tide to increase
exponentially over the course of the week as the full moon arrived on Friday
evening. While admiring the interconnectedness of creation I remembered a
mantra I picked up a few years ago: embrace the waves.

This saying is my gentle reminder to accept “what is” instead of spending
energy on what I cannot control. This doesn’t mean that I do not want or
need change or growth-- instead, when I embrace the waves I am present to
what is and am able to invite God’s presence into the here and now.

Richard Rohr teaches us that the purest form of spirituality is to find God in
what is right in front of you-- the ability to accept what the French Jesuit and
mystic Jean-Pierre de Caussade called the sacrament of the present moment.

This month I invite you to pray The Welcoming Prayer by Father Thomas
Keating (found on page 6) as we practice embracing the waves of each
moment during this unprecedented time in our world. 

May we welcome what is, so we might remain open to God’s love and
presence through every wave of change, sickness, grief, uncertainty, and fear
through every wave of kindness, gratitude, joy, surprise, and peace.

I bring you greetings from the sunny and beautiful St.
Petersburg, FL. 

Since my first visit to the ocean as a child I have been
mesmerized by the ocean and the ebb and flow of
the tide. In St. Petersburg I marveled at how the 
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Chloe's Farewell Letter

To My Beloved Friends at Woodland: 

I truly can’t believe the summer is over. It’s gone by in a flash. In my
mind, it just doesn’t seem right that my time at Woodland is already
coming to a close. I wouldn’t have minded if this summer went on for a
thousand years. 

From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank you for saying “yes” to
me. I am deeply grateful for your “yes” because it has rippled to create
so many beautiful things in our midst. We have made so many
treasured memories together this summer. From Sunday school, to
sharing the Lord’s Supper, to our endlessly fun lunches, I have nothing
but happiness to reflect on as I leave Woodland. 

Each of you should be proud that it’s so difficult for me to say goodbye,
because it is solely due to your overwhelming love and generosity that I
am sad to go. The way you all have welcomed me with open arms is a
testimony to the Love of God that radiates throughout the community
at Woodland. 

As I transition to my fellowship in Washington, DC, I look forward to
keeping up with you all through social media and by popping into
Wednesday night Community Group. And, of course, I can’t wait to visit
you all face-to-face as often as I can get back to the great state of
Kentucky. 

Woodland Christian Church has been such a blessing to me this
summer – and I know that I will carry that blessing with me for the rest
of my life. I can’t wait to learn what’s next for Woodland in the coming
months and years. It is unmistakable that God is at work in this
community of faith, and I am eager to see the story that y’all will write
together. 
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Following worship and Sunday School on Sunday, August 1, we enjoyed a
delicious lunch and joyful fellowship at Sav’s Restaurant and Gourmet Ice
Cream. Join us next month on Sept 19th at Puccini's Pizza & Pasta.
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How Did It Go?

Plastic-free July, that is. Were you able to reduce any single-use 
plastic at home or at work? I finally decided it was time to try the
concentrated laundry detergent sheets. Not only does it do a 
good job cleaning, the sheets come in a cardboard box and shipping is free.
My purchase enabled the company to plant two trees. Yes, the cost is a bit
higher than your standard jug of detergent or container of pods but the
reduction of plastic, un-necessary chemicals, and the ease of use are
positives for me. A shout out to Rita & Richard Day who got a jump start on
Plastic-free July by using sustainable bamboo utensils and plates at their
June picnic celebrating Christy Jo’s installation. Well done!
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Green Chalice

JUST ONE THING—Switch to
concentrated laundry sheets
to reduce single-use plastic.
They really do work!

Are you collecting Lids & Caps?

Many folks have continued to collect plastic caps &
lids thus reducing the plastic that goes into the
landfill. They have asked me what to do with them.
Once it starts, it’s hard NOT to keep collecting! If
you have lids, you may take them to the Senior
Center on Bell Court (off Richmond Road near
Good Shepherd Episcopal church). Leave them at
the left side door (down the steps). Please let me
know if you need help dropping off your lids. Once
school begins, there may be more bench projects
that will need our lids-- let me know if you hear of
any bench projects. 

As we continue our efforts to care for God’s earth, keep thinking of ways to
reduce single-use plastic, that which has no other use or way of recycling and ends
up as trash. Thanks Woodland for all you do to this end. All the plastic that has
ever been made is still with us whether it is buried in a landfill or makes its way
to the ocean. It continues to harm people and animals as it breaks down into
micro-plastics. Each of us can make a difference on this mind-full journey to
reduce the plastic in our lives. For August, think: What else can I do?

~June Salyer
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JOY group will be going to Trackside at the Depot but not taking the train. On
August 11th at 10:30 am we will gather at church and head to Paris by carpool
to eat at Trackside. Then we will travel to Reed Valley Orchard for a good
country drive and get apples and other things that may interest us. It has been
a fun visit in previous years and look forward to that happening again. We
should be back around 4 PM or earlier. If you are willing to drive please let
Jackie know and if you want to go tell her also. 

JOY

Youth
Happy August Family! Even though the Youth have all been busy with their
summer activities, we have managed to stay in touch and squeeze in a hike to
Natural Bridge. The day was perfect! Clear skies and happy smiling faces! 
Afterwards we enjoyed delicious pizza from Miguels. 

Our upcoming events for August include our biggest fundraiser for the Youth,
which is the parking for our Kentucky Art Market, and our first ever Slopstical
Course fun event with Crestwood Christian’s Youth Group on August 28th.
Please come out and cheer on the youth from 4pm-5:30pm!
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Join us in-person or virtually for worship 
on Sundays at 10AM.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

 

Worship

Brandi Miller 5th
Anna Lee Hopkins 8th
Janice James 10th
Lillie Woodson 15th
Kathy Horton 17th
Alicia Bloyd 18th
Ed Truax 19th
Phyllis Crume 29th
Dave Carr 31st

August Birthdays
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Thank you WCC family for the prayers, cards, calls,
beautiful roses, and expressions of sympathy in
memory of Johnetta “Aunt Johnnie” Vaughan.
Love,
Kathy Horton and Liz Sebren

Thank you very much to the members of Woodland
Christian Church for so graciously sharing some of
your resources with our organization.
Raleigh Watson
President of Aylesford Place Neighborhood
Association

Dear Woodland
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Dear Woodland Christian Church, 
Thank you for your donation to Bethany Fellows! Because of your gift,
Bethany can continue its vital ministry to newly ordained ministers,
even in the midst of a pandemic. Our leaders worked to adapt and
create opportunities for young clergy, as well as Bethany Alums, to
connect, learn, and pray together. We could not have done this without
support from congregations like you! Thank you for caring for and
supporting Rev. Christy Jo in her participation in Bethany. Thank you
for being a part of Bethany Fellows. 
Grace, 
Suzanne Motter
Bethany Alum

Thank you for your donation to the Hope Center! This donation allows
the Hope Center to continue saying "yes" to everyone who comes to
our doors seeking help. Your gift will be used to house and help more
than 650 of the most vulnerable in Lexington each day. 
Sincerely, 
Janice James                                               Cathy Jacobs
Interim Executive Director                       Board Chairman
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Dear Friends, 
On behalf of the board of trustees I want to thank you for your recent
generous donation of $148.00 to the Cane Ridge Shrine, INC. 
Thank you again, 
James H. Trader, II
Curator

Dear Members of Woodland Christian Church, 
I would like to express our thanks to you for your gift of $3,970 given
to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Kentucky. This over and
above outreach gift will help strengthen and expand our service to
congregations. 
We appreciate the many ways that the church is involved in witness
and service through the Christian Church In Kentucky. We claim your
ministry as our ministry together in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Sincerely, 
Dean Phelps
Transitional Regional Minister

Dear Woodland continued...
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Thoughts and Prayers
Rachel Drury Hiler, Dorothy Drury’s granddaughter, in ICU with COVID
Thomasa Leemed, Dolores Yilibuw’s mother, in the hospital recovering
from a broken leg
Jenny Wells, Michael Wells’ step-mother, recovering in rehab from an
infection in her back
Terry Wells, brother of Donna Redmon, dealing with a massive stroke
Angela Biggs, undergoing chemo for lymphoma
Bill McKenney, Nancy McKenney’s father, recovering from a fall
Tim Owens, friend of Nancy McKenney, undergoing treatment for
cancer
Aubrey Hutson, Connie Payne’s 7 year old great niece, that she will
respond well to her chemo treatments
Christine Stanfield, AJ Garrett’s mother, health concerns
Bernadette Selep and Mino Ramog, Dolores Yilibuw’s niece and her
niece’s step-father, have both been diagnosed with COVID 19

For our world and the impacts of COVID-19 

Remember Our Homebound
Libby Rountree, Anna Lee Hopkins, Stacey Kaufmann, 
Evelyn Ladd, Hattie Reeves

Prayer Concerns?
Contact Pastor Christy Jo
pastor@woodlandchristianlex.org
731.695.5489
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