
 

WHEELER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH (Revised April 2020) 

Interim Funeral Planning Protocol 
During this significant time in the life of our global, national, and local community and of our 
church, adjustments are needed to address and accommodate life’s realities. One such reality 
is the transition of loved ones, as we read, “it	is	appointed	for	mortals	to	die	once”	(Heb	9:27). 
While our church journeys through this unique time, Wheeler will suspend funeral services 
on the campus indefinitely amid the novel coronavirus pandemic; however, it is important 
for us to maintain our commitment to support and serve the members	of	our	congregation. 
As such, we will provide the following: 

 A member of the Staff Clergy to provide a small graveside committal services in the 
presence of immediate family and funeral home personnel only 

o A committal service is a brief ritual (usually	10	minutes) that takes place at the 
graveside (or	 crematorium) prior to interment of the body or ashes. The 
committal will generally include a song, Scripture, prayer, and dismissal. 

 If desired, a memorial service (following	 the	end	of	 the	pandemic	gathering	ban	as	
stipulated	 by	 health	 and	 civic	 officials) would be planned that is consistent with 
Wheeler’s funeral protocol for members 

Upon the transition of a family member and in order to initiate a request for the above 
services, the following provides Wheeler’s protocol to be shared with families: 

Make	Contact		

1. Contact your funeral home/director of choice. 
2. Contact the Church. 

Rev. Janella Pyles | Minister of Congregational Care and Development 
Church Main: (713) 748-5240 | Office: (713) 579-2718 
Email: jpyles@wheelerbc.org and congregationalcare@wheelerbc.org 

3. Contact relatives and friends of the deceased. 

Designate	a	Family	Spokesperson	

In planning the committal service, we ask that the family choose a designated point person 
who will work directly with the Minister of Congregational Care. The family spokesperson 
will serve as the family liaison and be responsible for understanding and communicating the 
standards and protocols of Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church to the rest of the family. 

Schedule	the	Committal	Service		

Committal services will be scheduled and delivered in consultation with the family, the 
funeral home, and the cemetery/memorial gardens. Generally, committal services should be 
planned for Monday through Saturday between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. during this interim 
period.  No committal services will be scheduled on Sundays. 


