
 

 

July 2020 

 
Greetings, Beloved Church Family! 

 

It is with a heavy heart, coupled with significant separation anxiety, that I greet you in this 7th month of 

2020.  It is nearly inconceivable that we have been away from the church campus and traditional worship 
since the 3rd month of this year. Yet, as we approach the first Sunday of July, we approach the 17th Sunday 

we have been separated from Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church. We have done our best to provide qualitative 

worship and study, as well as fellowship opportunities during this time of quarantine. It had been our plan 
to begin the presentation of more live worship services this month, as we have heard from those who have 

requested the same.  Unfortunately though, over the past several days, the COVID-19 positive case number 

has risen exponentially in Houston, Harris County, Texas. That alone is quite disconcerting, but in addition 
to our county’s reality, our congregation has experienced a spike in positive cases as well. To my regret, as 

of the time of the writing of this missive, I have learned of members of our congregation with positive tests 

every single day for the past several days. To my dismay, members of our staff, members of our leadership, 

as well as several other members of our congregation have tested positive, which has led me to completely 
suspend all activities on our church campus.  Although our campus activity had been limited to recordings 

only, for the most part, we still had to bring multiple individuals to the campus to accomplish that goal. I 

will no longer put at risk those for whom I am to serve as shepherd. So, at a minimum, for the month of 
July, we will completely suspend all activities at Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church.  

 

Family, I am abundantly concerned about those of us who have not yet chosen to heed the advice of our 
medical professionals and city leaders. They have asked us to stay at home, only interacting with those with 

whom we live.  I am well aware of the difficulty inherent in that request. We are, for a great part, social 

beings. However, I implore you to discontinue all social gatherings that go beyond the individuals who live 

in your home. This virus is woefully devastating and it has continued to show its ruthlessness in Houston 
as the number of positive cases literally rises daily—topping the previous day’s total. The models that our 

medical professionals have provided shows that it will only get worse, not better, in the weeks to come.  

 
Unfortunately, the president of our country continues to model bad behavior. He has even grown silent 

about the virus over the past weeks. I cannot be silent. My concern for you will not allow me to keep quiet. 

Please, my friends, stop socializing in public spaces! Stop attending or hosting fellowship opportunities 

with people beyond your family. Stop taking unnecessary risks with your health. This virus has been 
designated the invisible enemy, and it has attacked our town. Please take this seriously. If you do, it will 

aid us in getting back to our church campus more quickly. As it stands now, there is no indication of when 

we will return to our worship experiences.  Part of that is due to the fact that the collective “we” have not 
taken this virus as seriously as we should. I write to ask that we all do our part in slowing the spread of the 

virus.  

 
So we have come to the 7th month of the year. Our daily presentations must be modified to ensure the 

safety of our worship and leadership teams, but we will do our best to continue to provide qualitative 

ministry via our website and Facebook Live. Fortunately, we have recorded our first Sunday worship 

already, so we will have a new experience of worship on Sunday, July 5th. I pray that you will be blessed 
by that experience.  

 

Please feel the concern I have for each of you as you read this missive. I want you to stay safe!   
 

 

Your Shepherd, 
M. D. Cosby 


