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Research conducted by Morning Consult on behalf of the UN 

Foundation surveyed the American public on their priorities as 

well as their awareness and appetite for the SDGs.

This poll was conducted May 19-May 30, 2022 among a sample of 

8,206 U.S. adults. The interviews were conducted online, and the 

data were weighted to approximate a target sample of U.S. adults 

based on gender, age, race, educational attainment, and region. 

Results from the full survey have a margin of error of plus or minus 

1 percentage point.

METHODOLOGY
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UNF Po l l ing  Pr esen ta t ion

Key Findings

1. Seventy-six percent of U.S. adults still do not 
know what the SDGs are, with 52% saying 
they have never heard of them. 

2. After reading a description of the SDGs, 
around 75% of U.S. adults believe the SDGs 
are important for their communities, the 
country, and the world. 

3. A vast majority of U.S. adults see each of the 
17 individual goals as important for building a 
strong and resilient future.

4. Ending poverty and hunger are seen as the 
most urgent priorities for both the U.S. and 
the world to address.

5. A majority of U.S. adults believe cross-sector 
collaboration, transparency, and 
accountability are important for addressing 
the nation’s challenges.

6. There is significant, cross-party support for a 
regular, public accounting of progress on the 
SDGs – what is known as a Voluntary 
Review – at both the national and local 
levels.

7. U.S. adults across the political spectrum 
want the country to be a global leader in 
addressing the SDGs. They are looking to 
their local leaders to be actively involved, as 
well. 
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47%

39%

19%

18%

13%

12%

11%

11%

11%

7%

7%

Seventy-six percent of U.S. adults responded that either they or someone close to them had 
experienced at least one of the following hardships in the last year.
In the past year, have you or someone close to you experienced any of the following? Please select all that apply.

What hardships are U.S.  adults experiencing?

22% of respondents selected None of the above

2% responded Prefer not to answer

Decreased trust in the government

Adjusted your lifestyle due to rising electric or 
gas bills

Chose to forgo or delay medical attention due 
to cost or lack of access

Concern over where your next meal will come 
from

Violence and/or fear for your safety

Discrimination and/or harassment

Impacted by a natural disaster or severe 
weather event

Challenges accessing the internet in your 
home/community

Substance abuse

Been under a water boil advisory and/or felt 
unsafe consuming or using available water in 

your area

Health effects from air pollution



Lived Exper iences of  U.S.  Adul ts

Awareness of  the SDGs

Perceived Importance of  the SDGs

Unmet Needs & Pr ior i t ies

Implementat ion Pr ior i t ies

AG E N D A



7

Seventy-six percent of U.S. adults still do not know what the SDGs are*, with 52% saying they 
have never heard of them.

52%

24%

19%

4%

1%

I have never heard of it

I have heard of it, but I don't know what it is

I have heard of it, 
and I have a general sense of what it is

I have heard of it, 
and I have a detailed sense of what it is

I am an expert on it

How familiar are you with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or 'Global Goals' signed by all world leaders at the
United Nations in 2015?

Are U.S.  adults aware of  the SDGs?

* % I have never heard of it + % I have heard of it, but I don't know what it is
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22%

25%

27%

36%

30%

21%

24%

24%

28%

23%

24%

78%

75%

73%

64%

70%

79%

76%

76%

72%

77%

76%

Community: Rural

Community: Suburban

Community: Urban

Educ: Post-grad

Educ: Bachelors degree

Educ: < College

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964

GenXers: 1965-1980

Millennials: 1981-1996

GenZers: 1997-2012

Adults

Total who know about the SDGs* Total who do not know about the SDGs**

Though there is some variation across demographic breakdowns, SDG awareness 
generally remains low.

How familiar are you with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or 'Global Goals' signed by all world leaders at the
United Nations in 2015?

* % I have heard of it, and I have a general sense of what it is + % I have heard of it, and I have a detailed sense of what it is + % I am an expert on it 

** % I have never heard of it + % I have heard of it, but I don't know what it is

Are U.S.  adults aware of  the SDGs?
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After reading the following description, three-quarters of U.S. adults said the SDGs were 
either extremely or somewhat important for the United States, the world, and their 
community. 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 goals to be achieved by 2030 that address economic, social, and 
environmental challenges and offer a shared blueprint for a better and more sustainable future for all. 
How important do you think the Sustainable Development Goals are for…?

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

26% 13%

26% 12%

32% 13%

51% 5% 6%

50% 5% 6%

41% 7% 7%Your community

The World

The United States 76%

77%

73%

Total

Important*

Do U.S.  adults think the SDGs are important?
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32%

60%
51%

38%
47%

40%
36%
39%

36%
49%
52%

67%
36%

53%
54%

63%
55%

41%
28%

34%
40%
26%

39%
40%

34%
42%

36%
32%

23%
32%

34%
33%

25%
30%

14%
5%

6%
11%

11%
11%
11%

13%
11%

7%
7%

15%
6%
6%
5%

7%

5%

4%
10%

5%
5%

8%

12%

Strengthen collaboration and partnerships for progress at all…

Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong institutions

Protect life on land

Protect life below water

Climate action

Ensure sustainable consumption and production

Create resilient and sustainable cities and communities

Reduce inequalities

Promote innovation, sustainable industry, and resilient infrastructure

Ensure decent work and economic growth for all

Ensure affordable and clean energy

Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

Ensure gender equality

Ensure quality education

Ensure good health & wellbeing

End hunger

End poverty

A top priority An important, but not a top priority Not much of a priority Not a priority at all

A vast majority of U.S. adults believe each of the 17 SDGs should be at least an important 
priority for the U.S. to build a strong future for the next generation. Three-in-five U.S. adults 
see the SDG related to clean water and sanitation (67%), ending hunger (63%), and reducing 
violence and strong institutions (60%) as a top priority.
Please indicate whether each of the goals below should be a top priority, an important priority, not much of a priority or not a priority
for the U.S. to build a strong future for the next generation.

Full question text in the Appendix

Do U.S.  adults think the SDGs are important?
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8%

23%

5%

3%

14%

5%

6%

12%

9%

22%

18%

11%

9%

20%

21%

26%

31%

Strengthen collaboration and partnerships for progress at all…

Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong…

Protect life on land

Protect life below water

Climate action

Ensure sustainable consumption and production

Create resilient and sustainable cities and communities

Reduce inequalities

Promote innovation, sustainable industry, and resilient…

Ensure decent work and economic growth for all

Ensure affordable and clean energy

Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

Ensure gender equality

Ensure quality education

Ensure good health & wellbeing

End hunger

End poverty

At least a quarter of U.S. adults said they have unmet needs around ending poverty (31%) 
and hunger (26%) at the community level.
Thinking about the following Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), where are the needs of your community not being met by
provided services or policy initiatives? Please choose the top three goals where you see the largest gap in provided services.

Full question text in the Appendix

What are the unmet needs of  U.S.  adults?  
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Thinking about the following Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), where are the needs of your community not being met by
provided services or policy initiatives? Please choose the top three goals where you see the largest gap in provided services.

End hunger
% Selected – End hunger

What are the unmet needs of  U.S.  adults?  
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Thinking about the following Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), where are the needs of your community not being met by
provided services or policy initiatives? Please choose the top three goals where you see the largest gap in provided services.

End poverty
% Selected – End poverty

What are the unmet needs of  U.S.  adults?  
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Thinking about the following Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), where are the needs of your community not being met by
provided services or policy initiatives? Please choose the top three goals where you see the largest gap in provided services.

% Selected All Adults
Community: 

Urban

Community: 

Suburban

Community: 

Rural

Ethnicity: 

White

Ethnicity: 

Hispanic

Ethnicity: 

Black

Ethnicity: 

Other

End poverty 31% 38% 28% 31% 29% 36% 43% 32%

End hunger 26% 28% 23% 27% 25% 30% 33% 24%

What are the unmet needs of  U.S.  adults?  



175%

19%

7%

4%

22%

5%

4%

7%

8%

15%

17%

28%

7%

14%

22%

40%

33%

5%

24%

8%

4%

21%

5%

4%

10%

8%

20%

19%

23%

8%

16%

21%

30%

30%

Strengthen collaboration and partnerships for progress at all…

Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong…

Protect life on land

Protect life below water

Climate action

Ensure sustainable consumption and production

Create resilient and sustainable cities and communities

Reduce inequalities

Promote innovation, sustainable industry, and resilient…

Ensure decent work and economic growth for all

Ensure affordable and clean energy

Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

Ensure gender equality

Ensure quality education

Ensure good health & wellbeing

End hunger

End poverty

U.S. adults view ending hunger and poverty as the top two most urgent priorities for both 
the U.S. and the world to address by 2030 
Which of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is the most urgent priority for the United States/ the World to address by 2030?
Please choose at most three Goals.

Full question text in the Appendix

The United States The World

What are the pr iori t ies of  U.S.  adults?
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Which of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is the most urgent priority for the United States/the World to address by 2030?

What are the priorit ies of U.S.  adults?

Top 5 Selected The U.S. The World

All Adults

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation 

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Climate action

Educ: < College

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure good health \& wellbeing

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health \& wellbeing

• Climate action

Educ: Bachelors degree

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Climate action

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure affordable and clean energy

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End poverty

• Climate action

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

Educ: Post-grad

• Climate action

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End poverty

• Climate action

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

Different issues rise to the top as urgent priorities for different groups.
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Which of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is the most urgent priority for the United States/the World to address by 2030?

What are the priorit ies of U.S.  adults?

Top 5 Selected The U.S. The World

All Adults

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation 

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Climate action

Community: Urban

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Climate action

Community: Suburban

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End poverty

• Climate action

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Climate action

• Ensure good health \& wellbeing

Community: Rural

• Climate action

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

Different issues rise to the top as urgent priorities for different groups.
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Which of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is the most urgent priority for the United States/the World to address by 2030?

What are the priorit ies of U.S.  adults?

Top 5 Selected The U.S. The World

GenZers: 1997-2012

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Climate action

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Climate action

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Ensure quality education

Millennials: 1981-1996

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Ensure decent work and economic growth for all

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Climate action

GenXers: 1965-1980

• End poverty

• End hunger

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• End hunger

• End poverty

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Climate action

Baby Boomers: 1946-1964

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong 

institutions

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Climate action

• Ensure affordable and clean energy

• End hunger

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• End poverty

• Climate action

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

Different issues rise to the top as urgent priorities for different groups.
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29%

35%

42%

44%

39%

39%

37%

31%

12%

11%

10%

10%

12%

10%

7%

8%

8%

6%

5%

8%

Exteremely Important Somewhat Important No opinion Somewhat Unimportant Not important at all

Easily accessible data and information (e.g., an 
up-to-date dashboard on the internet) that 

shows the level of progress on each SDG and 
its targets.

Publicly declared commitments and accessible 
SDG reporting by companies to guide your 

personal decisions and preferences

Collaboration among government, 
companies/businesses, and non-profits to 
make progress on the goals in your local 

community

U.S. government leadership around the world, 
to make progress on key issues such as 

climate action, global health security, 
democratic governance, and more

About three-quarters of U.S. adults feel collaboration, accountability, transparency, and 
leadership are extremely or somewhat important to address the challenges facing the U.S.
How important do you feel each of the following are to address the challenges facing the United States?

75%

74%

68%

Total

Important*

79%

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

Implementation
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% Very/Somewhat Important All Adults Democrats Independents Republicans

Collaboration among government, 

companies/businesses, and non-profits to make 

progress on the goals in your local community

79% 87% 75% 72%

U.S. government leadership around the world, to 

make progress on key issues such as climate action, 

global health security, democratic governance, and 

more

75% 87% 71% 64%

Easily accessible data and information (e.g., an up-to-

date dashboard on the internet) that shows the level 

of progress on each SDG and its targets

74% 84% 72% 64%

Publicly declared commitments and accessible SDG 

reporting by companies to guide your personal 

decisions and preferences

68% 80% 63% 58%

While there are gaps in perceived importance, the majority of Republicans and Democrats 
alike value the each of the following as important.
How important do you feel each of the following are to address the challenges facing the United States?

Implementation
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Over three-quarters of U.S. adults find it important to have a regular and public accounting 
of progress on both the national level (81%) and city/state level (80%).
How important is it to have a regular and public accounting of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at each of the
following levels in the United States?

36% 9%

27% 9%

44% 6% 5%

54% 5% 4%

City or state level

National level 81%

80%

Total

Important*

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

Implementation
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81%

80%

90%

89%

79%

77%

74%

72%

There is cross-party support for a regular and public accounting of progress on the SDGs. 

How important is it to have a regular and public accounting of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at each of the
following levels in the United States?

54%

44%

67%

54%

52%

42%

41%

35%

27%

36%

23%

35%

27%

35%

33%

37%

9%

9%

6%

6%

10%

11%

11%

10%

5%

6%

5%

6%

7%

9%

5%

4%

5%

8%

9%

Exteremely Important Somewhat Important No opinion Somewhat Unimportant Not important at all Total

Important*

National Level

City or State Level

National Level

City or State Level

National Level

City or State Level

National Level

City or State Level

Adults

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

Implementation
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81%

Four-in-five U.S. adults see U.S. leadership to be extremely or somewhat important for 
addressing global sustainable development challenges.

How important is U.S. leadership for addressing global sustainable development challenges?

51% 30% 8% 5% 5%

Exteremely Important Somewhat Important No opinion Somewhat Unimportant Not important at all

Total

Important*

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

Implementation

Ninety-two percent of Democrats rate this as extremely 

or somewhat important versus 73%

of Republicans –

a 19-point gap.



27

85%

Eighty-five percent of U.S. adults find it extremely or somewhat important for local leaders to
be involved in addressing challenges facing the country and the world.
How important is it for local leaders to be involved in addressing challenges facing the country and the world?

53% 32% 6% 6%

Exteremely Important Somewhat Important No opinion Somewhat Unimportant Not important at all

Total

Important*

*Total important” = % extremely important + % somewhat important

Implementation

Ninety-two percent of Democrats rate this as extremely 

or somewhat important versus 81% of Republicans –

an 11-point gap.
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APPENDIX: FULL QUESTION TEXT
• End poverty

• End hunger

• Ensure good health & wellbeing

• Ensure quality education

• Ensure gender equality

• Ensure access to clean water and sanitation

• Ensure affordable and clean energy

• Ensure decent work and economic growth for all

• Promote innovation, sustainable industry, and resilient infrastructure

• Reduce inequalities

• Create resilient and sustainable cities and communities

• Ensure sustainable consumption and production

• Climate action

• Protect life below water

• Protect life on land

• Reduce violence, promote peace and create just, strong institutions

• Strengthen collaboration and partnerships for progress at all levels of society


