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home & abroad

Leaders in SDGs across borders

Congresswoman Sara Jacobs  
(D-CA-53)

“To be a global leader, the 
United States has to be a 

global example. The United 
States is not existing above 

or apart from these goals. 
The United States is a part 

of these goals.”

“This local to global 
continuum is so 

important and also for 
us as the United States 
to start recognizing we 

are part of the globe and 
our issues have a lot in 

common with issues 
faced around the world.”

Helene Gayle 
President and CEO of 


The Chicago Community Trust

“Our world can only drive 
forward the SDGs if we 

ensure that every person is 
included in the ride, 

especially our nation’s youth. 
We have our voices now. We 

just need to be heard.”

Cynthia Yue

UNA-USA Youth  

Observer to the UN

Equity must  
be at the center 
of Sustainable 
Development

A look toward the future

100M+

Michael McAfee, 

President and CEO, PolicyLink

I want you to hold a number - 
100 million plus. One in  
three people in America,  
the wealthiest nation in  
the world, are economically 
insecure. It’s for this very 
reason the SDGs have been 
established. This is a design 
challenge for the nation. 

SDSN USA

New report and 
working group on 
diversity, equity, 
and justice using 

an SDG lens. 

“I urge you all to think about ways to ensure that 
marginalized communities feel like they belong 

so that this country can truly live up to the motto, 
justice and liberty for all. Together we can work 

to build a future that leaves no one behind.”


Leena Abdelmoity

Human Rights Advocate and 
GirlUp Teen Advisor Alumna

“I strongly believe that it is through 
active participation in social change 

efforts that our capacity to make change 
develops. Every individual has gifts and 
strengths that can push us towards the 

UN’s SDGs.



It is clear to me that business as usual 
simply won’t do for my generation. We are 

witnessing a power shift toward a more  
equitable and sustainable world.”

Dustin Liu

UNA-USA Youth 

Observer to the UN



28K
Interviews with young people across 
the country to identify and spark 
opportunities that support their 
identity as global changemakers.

Learn more about 
opportunities to get involved

University Commitments

Examples of 
university 

leadership

Advancing the  
SDGs today and 
training the next 
generation of leaders

Universities driving SDG progress

Building a global 
network of 
universities dedicated 
to the SDGs through 
the University  
Global Coalition

Georgia 
Tech

Supporting a 
multistakeholder 
effort to advance 
the SDGs in 
Phoenix, leading 
to a VLR

Carnegie 
Mellon

Arizona 
State

Rice 
University

Auburn

University

U Tennessee, 
Knoxville

Los Angeles 
universities

UNA-USA  
has a network  
of over 100 campus 
chapters at  
higher education 
institutions across 
the country that  
are advancing  
and advocating  
for the SDGs

Created the Houston 
Sustainability 
Indicators dashboard 
centered on the SDGs

Mapped course 
cataloged to the 
SDGs and launched 
introductory course 
on the SDGs

Mapped university 
contributions on each 
SDG across courses, 
research, and 
community outreach

Created world’s  
first Voluntary 
University Review, 
analyzing the SDGs 
across courses, 
research, and 
community outreach

Students contributed  
10,000+ work hours 
in student-city 
partnership to drive 
SDG innovation and 
implementation

Pittsburgh is using the 
SDGs to reimage the 
city’s industrial roots 

through research, 
collaboration,  

& innovation



Five small rural community 
foundations embarked  

on a 2-year program  
to apply the SDGs



Phoenix to publish first local 
review of SDG progress in 
collaboration with ASU



NYC sparked a global 
SDG movement through 
their Voluntary Local 
Review Declaration

Hawaii tracks SDG 
progress through the 
Aloha+ Challenge, a 
model it shares with 
islands around  
the world

West Central Initiative 
mapped SDG alignment 
of local nonprofits & 
aligned COVID recovery 
grants with the SDGs

Phoenix

NYC

Hawaii

Minnesota

Orlando advances equity 
and sustainability in first 

local review of SDG progress



Los Angeles launches 
second city-wide SDG 

review and convenes global 
cities on gender equity

Orlando

LA

Pittsburgh

Kansas

The SDGs are 
taking root in 
communities 
across the 
country

Learn more about 

American leadership 

on the SDGs

2021 Highlights from across America 

Bringing the SDGs Home
American Leadership on the SDGs is a partnership between  
the UN Foundation and the Brookings’ Center for Sustainable 
Development in collaboration with SDG leaders across the country.



American Leadership on the Sustainable Development Goals
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