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WHO WE ARE

MORNING CONSULT IS A GLOBAL 
ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY COMPANY 

SPECIALIZING IN INTELLIGENT DATA TO 
POWER LEADERS’ INTELLIGENT DECISIONS.



Morning Consult delivers better scale, quality, and speed to insight.

THE SOLUTION

Trusted Partners of

U.S. FEDERAL RESERVE

UNRIVALED
SCALE

Morning Consult’s proprietary platform has 

access to 100+ million people globally, 

enabling over 20,000 daily interviews in 

the 15 largest economies and custom 

projects in over 100 countries.

UNPRECEDENTED
SPEED

Morning Consult’s state-of-the-art 

software processes and visualizes more 

than 7 trillion unique data points daily, 

powering real-time analysis and faster 

client deliverables than any competitor.

UNMATCHED
QUALITY

Morning Consult’s industry leading sample 

provider validation process, stratified 

sampling design, comprehensive 

attentiveness testing, & advanced 

weighting methodology is trusted globally. 
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The research conducted by Morning Consult on behalf of the UN 

Foundation seeks to understand what Americans know about the SDGs, 

what is important and urgent to them, who are they expecting to 

implement change, and how different companies are perceived when it 

comes to SDG efforts.

This poll was conducted between July 30 and August 2, 2021, among a 

national sample of 2,200 U.S. adults. The interviews were conducted 

online, and the data were weighted to approximate a target sample of 

U.S adults based on gender, educational attainment, age, race, and 

region. Results from the full survey have a margin of error of +/- 2%.

METHODOLOGY



Familiarity with the SDGs is low;  however, once 
Americans are exposed to a definition of SDGs, they
consider them to be important.

Americans tend to prioritize the SDGs focused on 
humanitarian needs like eradicating poverty and 

hunger, good health and well-being, and clean water 
and sanitation. 

SDG 
Priorities

Knowledge of 
SDGs

KEY FINDINGS



Americans think the federal government holds 
responsibility for implementing SDGs, however, all 

sectors have a role to play including corporations 
and individuals. 

Companies that make a public commitment to SDGs 
are seen as caring about customers and the 
community, but the intent needs to be genuine, as 
there is skepticism. 

Business 
Impact

Responsible 
Parties

KEY FINDINGS
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The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be
a blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. Are you familiar with the
Sustainable Development Goals or 'Global Goals' signed by 193 world leaders at the UN in 2015?

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE

61%
No, I am not 
familiar at all 

20%
Yes, but I don’t 

know any 
details

13%
Yes, I am 

somewhat 
familiar

6%
Yes, I am 

very familiar

% Familiar 
with SDG 

GenZers

Millennials

GenXers

Baby Boomers

< College

Bachelors degree

Post-grad

Republican

Democrat

Independent

% All Adults % By Demographic
% Familiar
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All Adults

GenZers

Millennials

GenXers

Baby Boomers

< CollegeBachelors degree

Post-grad

Republican

Democrat

Independent

% All Adults % By Demographic

The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to
be a blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. How important do you
think the Sustainable Development Goals are for the world?

37%

35%

6%
6%

16%

Extremely
important

Somewhat
important

Somewhat
unimportant

Not important
at all

No opinion

% Extremely Important 

Importance 
Among All Adults 

72%
TOTAL Importance Among Total Adults 

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE
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The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be
a blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. Are you familiar with the
Sustainable Development Goals or 'Global Goals' signed by 193 world leaders at the UN in 2015?

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE

61%
No, I am not 
familiar at all 

20%
Yes, but I don’t 

know any 
details

13%
Yes, I am 

somewhat 
familiar

6%
Yes, I am 

very familiar

% Familiar 
with SDG 

Among those who are familiar 

50%

36%

6%

5%

3%

Extremely important

Somewhat important

Somewhat
unimportant

Not important at all

No opinion

Importance of SDG for the world

39%
Familiar

86%
TOTAL 

Importance 
among SDG 

Aware
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And how personally relevant to you and your family are each of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals? 

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE

26%
28%
29%
29%
30%
31%

35%
37%
38%
39%

43%
44%
44%
44%
45%

53%
56%

31%
36%

25%
29%

34%
35%
31%

24%
25%

31%
32%
29%

24%
32%
32%

27%
29%

23%
21%

18%
21%

22%
21%

20%
16%

17%
17%

15%
14%

16%
16%
15%
11%

10%

20%
14%

28%
21%

14%
12%

15%
24%

20%
12%
10%

13%
16%

8%
8%
9%

5%

Partnership's for the Goals
Industry, Innovation and  Infrastructure

Gender Equality
Reduce Inequalities

Sustainable Cities and Communities
Responsible Consumption and Production

Life Below Water
Zero Hunger

No Poverty
Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

Decent Work and Economic Growth
Quality Education

Climate Action
Life on Land

Affordable and Clean Energy
Clean Water and Sanitation

Good Health and Well-Being

Very relevant Somewhat relevant Slightly relevant Not at all relevant
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And how personally relevant to you and your family are each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals? 

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE

% Very/Somewhat Relevant All Adults Democrats Independents Republicans
Good Health and Well-Being 85% 92% 81% 81%
Clean Water and Sanitation 80% 84% 78% 78%

Affordable and Clean Energy 77% 88% 73% 69%
Life on Land 76% 84% 73% 70%

Decent Work and Economic Growth 75% 81% 73% 69%
Quality Education 73% 78% 71% 68%

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 70% 82% 67% 60%
Climate Action 68% 85% 68% 46%

Responsible Consumption and Production 66% 77% 63% 56%
Life Below Water 66% 73% 64% 57%

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 64% 72% 62% 58%
Sustainable Cities and Communities 64% 76% 59% 51%

No Poverty 63% 72% 64% 52%
Zero Hunger 61% 69% 59% 50%

Reduced Inequalities 58% 77% 54% 37%
Partnership for the Goals 57% 67% 54% 45%

Gender Equality 54% 71% 55% 33%
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And how personally relevant to you and your family are each of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals? 

% Very/Somewhat Relevant All Adults White Hispanic Black
Good Health and Well-Being 85% 84% 91% 91%
Clean Water and Sanitation 80% 79% 85% 88%

Affordable and Clean Energy 77% 76% 85% 87%
Life on Land 76% 75% 78% 84%

Decent Work and Economic Growth 75% 73% 84% 82%
Quality Education 73% 70% 79% 85%

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 70% 68% 79% 88%
Climate Action 68% 65% 75% 81%

Responsible Consumption and Production 66% 65% 73% 74%
Life Below Water 66% 65% 74% 69%

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 64% 63% 67% 71%
Sustainable Cities and Communities 64% 60% 71% 80%

No Poverty 63% 60% 71% 81%
Zero Hunger 61% 57% 68% 77%

Reduced Inequalities 58% 53% 70% 83%
Partnership for the Goals 57% 56% 62% 68%

Gender Equality 54% 49% 63% 69%

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE
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And how personally relevant to you and your family are each of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals? 

% Very/Somewhat Relevant All Adults GenZ Millennials GenX Baby Boomers
Good Health and Well-Being 85% 85% 87% 87% 82%
Clean Water and Sanitation 80% 81% 79% 78% 84%

Affordable and Clean Energy 77% 78% 79% 76% 76%
Life on Land 76% 71% 80% 76% 77%

Decent Work and Economic Growth 75% 79% 83% 77% 67%
Quality Education 73% 82% 79% 73% 65%

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 70% 73% 73% 69% 68%
Climate Action 68% 78% 74% 64% 63%

Responsible Consumption and Production 66% 69% 71% 67% 62%
Life Below Water 66% 69% 68% 65% 65%

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 64% 61% 72% 64% 61%
Sustainable Cities and Communities 64% 67% 72% 62% 55%

No Poverty 63% 66% 74% 65% 52%
Zero Hunger 61% 63% 69% 61% 52%

Reduced Inequalities 58% 65% 70% 52% 50%
Partnership for the Goals 57% 58% 65% 55% 52%

Gender Equality 54% 67% 67% 46% 46%

AWARENESS & IMPORTANCE
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There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Please indicate how much of a priority 
you believe each of these should be for the world. 

PRIORITY & URGENCY OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS

39%
40%

44%
44%
45%
46%

50%
54%
55%
57%
58%
58%

61%
64%

68%
78%

82%

Partnerships for the Goals
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

Reduced Inequalities
Sustainable Cities and Communities

Responsible Consumption and Production
Gender Equality

Life Below Water
Climate Action

Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
Affordable and Clean Energy

Life on Land
Decent Work and Economic Growth

No Poverty
Quality Education

Good Health and Well-being
Zero Hunger

Clean Water and Sanitation
% High Priority 

Top Priority 

Mid Priority 

Lowest Priority
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There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Please indicate how much of a priority 
you believe each of these should be for the world. 

PRIORITY & URGENCY OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS

87% 85%
76%

69%
74%

60%
67% 70%

65%
74%

57%
62%

55%
61%

56%

44%
49%

76%
69%

57% 60%

49% 52%
46% 43% 43%

27%

38%

26%
34%

26% 29%
36%

25%

Clean
Water
and

Sanitation

Zero
Hunger

Good
Health

and
Well-Being

Quality
Education

No
Poverty

Decent
Work and
Economic

Growth

Life
on Land

Affordable
and Clean

Energy

Peace,
Justice

and
Strong

Institutions

Climate
Action

Life
Below
Water

Gender
Equality

Responsible
Consumption

and
Production

Reduced
Inequalities

Sustainable
Cities
and

Communities

Industry,
Innovation

and
Infrastructure

Partnership
for the
Goals

All Adults Democrat Republican
% High Priority 

The gap narrows on quality 
education and industry, 
innovation and infrastructure 
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There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Please indicate how much of a priority you 
believe each of these should be for the world. 

PRIORITY & URGENCY OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS

% High Priority All Adults Gen Z Millennials Gen X Baby 
Boomers

Clean Water and Sanitation 82% 87% 81% 84% 80%
Zero Hunger 78% 82% 75% 80% 78%

Good Health and Well-Being 68% 77% 69% 69% 63%
Quality Education 64% 61% 66% 68% 62%

No Poverty 61% 61% 66% 64% 57%
Decent Work and Economic Growth 58% 62% 62% 60% 52%

Life on Land 58% 68% 61% 56% 53%
Affordable and Clean Energy 57% 60% 60% 57% 56%

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 55% 64% 58% 53% 50%
Climate Action 54% 70% 58% 51% 48%

Life Below Water 50% 59% 52% 50% 46%
Gender Equality 46% 58% 51% 42% 41%

Responsible Consumption and Production 45% 53% 49% 42% 41%
Reduced Inequalities 44% 51% 51% 39% 41%

Sustainable Cities and Communities 44% 54% 50% 42% 37%
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 40% 34% 43% 41% 39%

Partnership for the Goals 39% 46% 44% 35% 36%
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And which Sustainable Development Goals do you think require the most urgent action?* 

PRIORITY & URGENCY OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS

62% 59% 39% 37% 37%

Top 5 Goals that Require the Most Urgent Action

*Answer options under 31% not shown
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In your opinion, how will the COVID-19 pandemic and its economic impacts affect 
society's progress toward each of the Sustainable Development Goals in the coming 
years? 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON PROGRESS

17%
18%

22%
22%
22%
22%
22%
23%
23%
24%
24%
24%
25%
25%
25%
27%
28%

48%
42%

28%
29%

35%
32%
34%

13%
17%
15%

23%
26%

13%
29%
31%
26%

13%

35%
40%

50%
49%

44%
46%
44%

64%
60%
60%

53%
50%

62%
46%
44%

46%
59%

Gender Equality
Reduce Inequalities

Sustainable Cities and Communities
Responsible Consumption and Production

Life Below Water
Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

Partnership's for the Goals
No Poverty

Quality Education
Decent Work and Economic Growth

Industry, Innovation and  Infrastructure
Life on Land
Zero Hunger

Affordable and Clean Energy
Climate Action

Clean Water and Sanitation
Good Health and Well-Being

Will accelerate progress Will have no impact Will slow progress
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Who do you think should be responsible for implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals in your country? 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

4%

20%

21%

26%

27%

27%

30%

34%

44%

45%

49%

54%

63%The federal government

The state government

The local government

Large corporations

Individuals

Scientists

Billionaires

Research institutions/Academia

Local/small businesses

Non-governmental organizations (NGO's)

Philanthropists

The media

Other

74%

60%

55%

52%

42%

40%

35%

32%

27%

28%

23%

23%

3%

Dem Rep

51%

45%

39%

37%

42%

24%

21%

19%

25%

21%

16%

14%

4%
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Who do you think should be responsible for implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals in your country? 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

% Selected All Adults Gen Z Millennials Gen X Baby Boomers

The federal government 63% 60% 62% 64% 65%

The state government 54% 62% 52% 53% 54%

The local government 49% 54% 48% 49% 46%

Large corporations 45% 43% 38% 46% 50%

Individuals 44% 39% 40% 49% 45%

Scientists 34% 36% 31% 36% 33%

Billionaires 30% 38% 31% 31% 27%

Research institutions/Academia 27% 26% 24% 27% 27%

Local/small businesses 27% 23% 27% 28% 27%

Non-governmental organizations 26% 21% 24% 31% 26%

Philanthropists 21% 14% 19% 23% 23%

The media 20% 36% 26% 17% 13%

Other please specify 4% 3% 4% 5% 4%



25

14%
12%
12%
12%

17%
16%
16%
17%
16%
16%
17%

14%
15%
18%
20%
20%

25%
27%

26%
29%
31%
31%

26%
29%
29%
28%
31%
31%
30%

33%
33%
30%
28%
31%

33%
32%

40%
41%

43%
43%
43%

45%
45%
45%

47%
47%
47%
47%
48%
48%
48%

51%
58%
59%

Verizon
McDonald's

Ikea
Tyson Foods
Beyond Meat

Disney
Nestle

Nike
PepsiCo

Starbucks
Coca Cola

FedEx
General Mills

Johnson & Johnson
Pfizer

Microsoft
Google

Amazon

In your opinion, how committed do you think each of the following companies are 
to implementing solutions and creating an impact related to the Sustainable 
Development Goals?

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

4%
5%
5%
6%
6%
6%
7%
10%
9%
10%
9%
10%
10%
10%
11%
12%
12%

8%
9%
11%

13%
14%
16%
16%

17%
22%
21%
24%
24%
24%
25%
25%

27%
28%

12%
14%

16%
19%
20%

22%
23%

27%
31%
31%

33%
34%
34%
35%
36%

39%
40%

Diageo
Sainsbury

Henkel
Roche

Novartis
Lululemon

Molson Coors
Patagonia

Cisco
Unilever

Citi
Anheuser Busch

L'Oreal
Danon

Bank of America
AT&T

Best Buy
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If a company declared a public commitment to implementing Sustainable Development 
Goals, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements. I would think that the company…

BUSINESS IMPLICATIONS

25%

27%

32%

34%

36%

36%

35%

33%

36%

38%

42%

41%

45%

46%

45%

47%

48%

50%

48%

48%

67%

68%

77%

80%

81%

83%

83%

83%

84%

86%

Is just trying to attract customers

Is more focused on how they appear than on true commitment

Cares about social responsibility over just profits

Has a core set of values that I respect

Is worried about the future of the planet

Cares about their customers

Is committed to the living situation of the next generation

Has good corporate leadership

Gives back to the community

Is focused on long-term sustainability of its business

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Total Agree



CLOSING REMARKS

1

Familiarity with the SDGs is 
low;  however, once 

Americans are exposed to a 
definition of SDGs, they 

consider them to be 
important.

2

Americans tend to prioritize 
the SDGs focused on 

humanitarian needs like 
eradicating poverty and 
hunger, good health and 

well-being, and clean water 
and sanitation. 

3

Americans think the federal 
government holds 

responsibility for implementing 
SDGs, however, all sectors 
have a role to play including 
corporations and individuals. 

4

Companies that make a public 
commitment to SDGs are seen 
as caring about customers and 
the community, but the intent 
needs to be genuine, as there 

is skepticism. 
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