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4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 22, 2019 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude  
 
Lighting of the 4th Advent Candle               Kingdom Kids 
   
*Call to Worship (Responsively)   
One: What can’t wait? 

All:  Hope for a better day. 
One:  What can’t wait? 
All:  Peace and repentance, among and within us. 

One:   What can’t wait? 
All: Joy and delight!  Our cup runs over. 
One:   What can’t wait? 
All: Love for self, love for neighbor, love for Creator, and love for creation. 

One:   God is waiting, and God is ready. 
All: Starting here and now-let us worship Holy God.  Amen. 
 
*Hymns of Praise   (BH#167) The First Noel                                    
                                                        12 Days of Christmas 
 
Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (sins, sin) 
 

WORD 
Scripture Reading   
Luke 2:1-21 
 
*Gloria Patri   (BH# 109) 
 
Christmas Songs                                                             Kingdom Kids 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
*Hymn of Preparation (BH #178) Mary Had a Baby  
 
Christmas Pageant                                         “Come to the Manger”   

RESPONSE 
 
*Songs of Response   Mary Did You Know 
                                          Rejoice in the Lord Always 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
God of Kings and shepherds, God of teenage mothers and step-
parents, God of angel choruses and starlight- 
We confess to waiting.  We have waited to extend grace.  We have 
waited to say, “I love you.” We have waited to apologize.  We have 
waited to be just, choosing comfort and convenience over the needs 
of our neighbors.  We have waited – Waited for someone else to 
make a move, Waited for a sign, Waited until it was our issue.  You 
ask us to be the body of Christ, but in many ways, we have waited.  
Forgive us.  Change us.  Remind us of your love for this world, 
which can’t wait.  In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
(time of silent reflection) 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Pastor) 
Hear the Good News:  The God of the Universe did not wait for us to 
get it together, instead, God took on human flesh to become one of us 
so that we did not have to wait any longer to be reconciled.  You are 
forgiven and loved.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Passing of the Peace 

 
SENDING 
Life Together 
Offering 
Offertory    Once in Royal David’s City  
*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn of Dismissal (BH #159) Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 
*Benediction 
Postlude 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit.  



Today’s Scripture: 
Luke 2:1-21 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was 
named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was 
conceived. 
 

  

NOTES OF INTEREST 
Childcare is offered for infants and younger children in the church 
nursery. If you need directions feel free to ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
Joyce Bradley, The Hanson Family, Susie Raines, Arlene Sladek, 
Lorraine Sorensen, Faith Valido, Doris Wallace. 
 
The altar flowers this morning are given by the Shannon and Lee 
Families in memory of Roger Shannon. 
 
Calendar for the Week 
Next Sunday:  4th Sunday of Advent-Intergenerational Worship, 

   Name Tag Sunday  
10 A.M. Nursery for Infants/Children’s Church for Pre-K – 6th Grade 

10 A.M. Intergenerational Worship and Christmas Pageant 

11 A.M. December birthdays celebration, Peterson Hall  

 
This Week 
MON.-FRI. 9 A.M. -12 P.M.  Noah’s Ark Preschool Winter Break 

through January 3 

TUES. 5 P.M.  Christmas Eve Service  

WED.  Merry Christmas 
 
Next Sunday:   
10 A.M. Nursery for Infants/Children’s Church for Pre-K – 6th Grade 

December 29 Nursery Helper:  Carol Byland   
10 A.M. Worship  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Covenant World Relief 
The opportunity is here once again this Advent season for all 
Evangelical Covenant Churches to give to Covenant World Relief.   
Please pray that the Lord would place upon your heart, the gift that you 
can give to this ongoing need.  Envelopes are provided in today’s 
bulletin and on the table in the Narthex. 
 
2019 Offerings 
Trinity will continue to accept 2019 Offerings through Sunday, 
January 5, 2020. 



 
December and January Adult Sunday School 
The Adult Sunday School is taking a hiatus in December so that 
everyone can enjoy the Christmas Season.   We return in January when 
Jenny DeVivo, Assistant Professor of Theology at Lewis University will 
lead the class on the topic Transfiguration.  Jenny received her Ph.D. in 
New Testament and Early Christianity from Loyola University, Chicago; 
her M.A. in Theology, Biblical Studies Emphasis at the Lutheran School 
of Theology in Chicago; and her B.A. in Religious Studies from St. Xavier 
University in Chicago.  All are welcome to join us!   
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Holiday Schedule 
December 24, 31 No Study 
January 7, 2020  Study resumes at Trinity, Fireside Room 
 
Affordable Recovery Housing-donations for Christmas 
Trinity is collecting donations for Affordable Recovery Homeless 
Shelter in Blue Island.  Items needed: toiletries and reading glasses 
(available at the Dollar Tree), and hats, gloves and socks.  Please drop 
off your donations in the Narthex in one of the boxes under the tree.  
Your contributions are so very much appreciated. 
 
ARC (Affordable Recovery Church) Worship Service   
Worship Services are every Sunday at 5:30 at the Affordable Recovery 
Shelter at 13811 Western Ave in Blue Island, IL. Participating in our 
worship services there is a great way to support the shelter and its 
residents, as well as our ministry there.  Please join us to support 
Affordable Recovery Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trinity ECC Advent and Christmas 2019 
 
Intergenerational Worship Service and Christmas Pageant  
Sunday, December 22nd at 10am at Trinity 
Our monthly Intergenerational Worship Service will include an 
"On-the-Spot" Christmas pageant that all are welcome to 
participate in, no prior rehearsal required! 
 
Christmas Eve Service - "Away in a Manger" 
Tuesday, December 24th at 5pm at Trinity 
Join us as we worship at the manger of Jesus and hear the 
Christmas story through a series of monologues, Scripture 
readings, and carols. 
You can also find these events on our  
website:www.trinityecc.org  
We hope to see you all at these events as we prepare for and 
celebrate Christmas together as a community! 

 
 

http://www.trinityecc.org/


   

 
Pacesetter’s 

New Year’s Eve Celebration 
 

Would you be interested in celebrating New Year’s 
Eve at church with your Trinity family? 

Dinner – 2 P.M.  (you’ll be home before dark!) 

Menu:  Cordon Bleu 

             Salad, Rolls 

         Dessert 

Cost:    $10 per person  

 

RSVP:Please use the tear-off below and return in 
offering plate or to Pat Petersen or Pat Anderson 

 

         

  

 

 

YES, I will attend: 

Name _____________________________________________ 
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