
 

 

 



 

October 31st, 2021 10:00 A.M. 
23nd Sunday after Pentecost  

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet meditation to prepare 
yourself for worship.  
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship: Psalm 119: 9-16 
How can young people keep their way pure?  
By guarding it according to your word. 
 

With my whole heart I seek you;  
do not let me stray from your commandments. 
 

I treasure your word in my heart,  
so that I may not sin against you. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord;  
teach me your statutes. 
 

With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
 

I delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 
 

I will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. 
 

I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 
 

*Hymn of Praise – BH #464 A Mighty Fortress 
1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe 
his craft and, pow'r are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 
 



 
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right one on our side, 
the one of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he 
Lord Sabaoth his name 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 
 
3. And tho' this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure: 
one little word shall fell him. 
 
4. That word above all earthly pow'rs, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also 
the body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still: 
his kingdom is forever. 
 
*Invocation 
 
Life Together 
 
Offering 
Offertory Song 
 



 
 
Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering 
 
 

Scripture Reading:  
Mark 12:28-35 
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, 
he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important?” 29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, 
“is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than these.” 
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in 
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To 
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself 
is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on 
no one dared ask him any more questions. 35 While Jesus 
was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “Why do the 
teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David? 
 
 

Romans 6:14-25 
14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are 
not under the law, but under grace.15 What then? Shall we 
sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no 



 
means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 
someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you 
obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks 
be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 
come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that 
has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  19 I am 
using an example from everyday life because of your human 
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to 
impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer 
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control 
of righteousness. 21 What benefits did you reap at that time 
from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result 
in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord 
 
 

*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost:  
as it was in the beginning,  
is now and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
Oren Swift  
Pat Petersen  
Cheryl Smith   
Arlene Sladek  
Maci Mai Bishop  
Ron Dryier  



 
Kyle Krystek  
Carol Latimer  
Paul Surowic 
Shirley Fulton  
Gloria Vitro 
Julie Soto 
 
 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory Forever and ever, Amen 
 
 

Hymn of Preparation BH#87 Children of the Heavenly 
Father (vs. 1-3) 
1. Children of the heav'nly Father 
safely in his bosom gather; 
nestling bird nor star in heaven 
such a refuge e'er was given. 
 
2. God his own doth tend and nourish, 
in his holy courts they flourish; 
from all evil things he spares them, 
in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 
3. Neither life nor death shall ever 
from the Lord his children sever; 
unto them his grace he showeth, 
and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
 

Message: 
“How Far from the Kingdom?” 

Reverend Dr. Carol Noren 
 
 
 



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Hymn of Sending BH#625 I Then Shall Live 
1. I then shall live as one who's been forgiven; 
I'll walk with joy to know my debts are paid. 
I know my name is clear before my Father; 
I am his child, and I am not afraid. 
So greatly pardon'd, I'll forgive another; 
the law of love I gladly will obey. 
 
2. I then shall live as one who's learned compassion; 
I've been so loved that I'll risk loving, too. 
I know how fear builds walls instead of bridges; 
I dare to see another's point of view. 
And when relationships demand commitment, 
then I'll be there to care and follow through. 
 
3.Your kingdom come around and through and in me, 
your pow'r and glory, let them shine through me; 
your hallowed name, oh, may I bear with honor, 
and may your living kingdom come in me. 
The Bread of Life, oh, may I share with honor, 
and may you feed a hungry world through me. 
 
 

Benediction and Passing of the Peace 
 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer Concerns  
Arlene Sladek, Oren Swift, Pat Petersen, Gloria Vitro, Cheryl 
Smith, Maci Mae Bishop, Ron Dryier, Kyle Krystek, Carol 
Latimer, Paul Surowic, Julie Soto.  
 
 
 

Notes of Interest 
 

Welcome! Rev. Dr. Carol Noren thank you 
for joining us today.  We are grateful for 
your preaching and instruction.  Please greet 
Carol and show your appreciation for all she 
has done for Trinity through the years. As 
we close out Pastor Appreciation month.   

 
 

Please pray for Pastor Boaz as he is 
traveling to Colorado for a speaking 
engagement.  May God bless his going and 
his coming in Jesus’ name.   
 
 

 
 
Please pray for Arlene Sladek.  She needs to 
gain strength for aorta valve surgery.  She 
has had a stent put in the aortic valve. She is 

receiving speech, physical, and occupational therapy.  If you 
would like to send a card and let her know she is in your 
prayers please send to: Sunny Hill  

421 Doris  
Joliet, IL 60433 
 
 
 



 
Harry Persson went home to be with 
our Lord on Tuesday, October 12th.  A 
Memorial Service will be held at 
Trinity this Saturday, November 6th at 
11am with luncheon to follow.  Please 
keep Grace and family in your prayers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School is in Session 
Children are invited to follow their 
teacher to the Sunday School room 
for class while parents stay in 
worship.  Parents can pick up at 
classroom after service.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children's Christmas Tree 
November 7th thru November 28th 
Handmade or purchased hats, gloves, 
mittens and scarves. New winter coats or 
jackets. 
New toys: Ages newborn to 14 years old, 
boys and girls. Please do not wrap the 
toys. 
All will be donated to the Worth 
Township Youth Commission for the 
Christmas Care Program. Please help 
decorate our Trinity Children's Christmas 
Tree with Love! 
Knitters & Crocheters - Get your needles 
ready! Stocking hats, mittens, scarves. 
Donations accepted through Nov. 28th. 
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