
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Epiphany Approaches…” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
JANUARY 3, 2021 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental) – Un Dia Llegara 
    
*Call to Worship   
Pastor:   Give the king Your judgments, O God, and Your 
righteousness to the king’s son. 
 
People:  May he judge Your people with righteousness, and Your 
afflicted with justice. 
 
Pastor:  Let the mountains bring peace to the people, save the children 
of the needy. 
 
People:  Let the kings of Tarshish and the islands bring presents; the 
kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
 
Pastor:  And let all kings bow down before him, all nations serve him. 
 
People:  For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the 
afflicted also, and him who has no helper. 
 
Pastor:  He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and the lives 
of the needy he will save. 
 
Unison:  He will rescue their life from oppression and violence; and 
their blood will be precious in his sight; so may he live; and may the 
gold of Sheba be given to him.  Amen  
 
 
Invocation  
  
 

WORD 
 
Scripture Readings  
Isaiah 60:1-6  
 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 
the LORD rises upon you.  2 See, darkness covers the earth and 
thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you 
and his glory appears over you.  3 Nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  4 “Lift up your eyes 
and look about you:  All assemble and come to you; your sons 
come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip.  
5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and 
swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to 
you the riches of the nations will come.  6 Herds of camels will 
cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all 
from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming 
the praise of the LORD. 
 
Jeremiah 31:7-14  
 7 This is what the LORD says:   
“Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. 
Make your praises heard, and say, ‘LORD, save your people, the 
remnant of Israel.’   8 See, I will bring them from the land of the 
north and gather them from the ends of the earth.  Among them 
will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in 
labor; a great throng will return.  9 They will come with weeping; 
they will pray as I bring them back.  I will lead them beside 
streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, 
because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.  
10 “Hear the word of the LORD, you nations; proclaim it in distant 
coastlands:  ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will 
watch over his flock like a shepherd.’ 
11 For the LORD will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the 
hand of those stronger than they.  12 They will come and shout 
for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of 



 

 

the LORD—the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of 
the flocks and herds.  They will be like a well-watered garden, 
and they will sorrow no more.  13 Then young women will dance 
and be glad, young men and old as well.  I will turn their 
mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead 
of sorrow.  14 I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and my 
people will be filled with my bounty,” declares the LORD. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12  
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”   
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the 
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.”  9 After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead 
of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country 
by another route. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Hymn of Preparation – BH #194 Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
1. Arise, your light is come! 
The Spirit's call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God 
which shines on you today. 

2. Arise, your light is come! 
Fling wide the prison door;  
proclaim the captive's liberty, 
good tidings to the poor. 



 

 

3. Arise, your light is come! 
All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the brokenhearted ones 
and comfort those who mourn. 

4. Arise, your light is come! 
The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
God's pow'r will make us strong. 
 
 
Message    “Paying Attention to What’s Goin’ On!” 
                                                  Pastor Mark Westlind 
 
 
Hymn of Response – BH# 197 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem (vs.1-3) 
1. O sing a song of Bethlehem, of shepherds watching there, 
and of the news that came to them from angels in the air. 
The light that shone on Bethlehem fills all the world today; 
of Jesus' birth and peace on earth the angels sing alway. 

2. O sing a song of Nazareth, of sunny days of joy, 
O sing of fragrant flowers' breath, and of the sinless boy. 
For now the flowers of Nazareth in ev'ry heart may grow; 
now spreads the fame of his dear name on all the winds that blow. 

3. O sing a song of Galilee, of lake and woods and hill, 
of him who walked upon the sea and bade the waves be still. 
For though like waves on Galilee, dark seas of trouble roll, 
when faith has heard the Master's word, falls peace upon the soul. 

RESPONSE 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
O Lord, we are aware of our shortcomings. We know that we consider 
ourselves so often before others. We ask that you would forgive our 
selfishness. That you would make us open to the needy, the afflicted 
and the helpless child. We ask that You would forgive our lack. We ask 

that You would open our hearts to those who we can help. Please 
forgive our “me first” attitudes. Help us to think of others more kindly 
than ourselves. We confess our lack of Christian love and charity.  
 
 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor:  Our Heavenly Father has modeled self-sacrificing love and care 
for others to us. He has given us His son to be born unto us and to live 
amongst us and to die for us. In this act He has forgiven all of our sins, 
including what we have confessed today. His resurrection and 
imparting of the Holy Spirit gives us the comfort and everlasting 
presence we need to live lives of victory. We are freed to share His love 
and gifts with all the world! Amen…God be praised! 
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 
 
Communion 
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
Affirmation of Faith (BH #878) 
Words of Institution 
Prayer of Consecration 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
SENDING 
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory – In It After All 
                                                              
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-1237-trinity-evangelical-covenant-church-oak-lawn-il.aspx


 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit 
 

 

 
 
 
With Sympathy 
Together as a church family we extend our sympathy to Barbara Dorl on 
the death of her youngest brother Robert (Bob) West who entered the 
life eternal on Tuesday, December 29.  Lift up in prayer Bob’s wife Ruth, 
his sister Barbara and the entire family.  Bob lived in Colorado and 
services will be held at a later date.  Peace be to Bob’s memory. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
Ashley Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter), Ryan Bringle 
(brother of Paul Kozak’s girlfriend’s Claudia), Barbara Dorl, Shirley 
Fulton (Amanda Fulton’s mother), Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, Grace & 
Harry Persson, Susie Raines, Arlene Sladek, Faith Valido. 

We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and leaders. 
We pray for all the doctors and nurses who are working tirelessly to 
administer the COVID 19 vaccine.   
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and world leaders, 
for their perseverance in coping with COVID-19.  We pray for those 
who are sick and suffering from this terrible virus, those who are 
recovering, and those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they continue to face the challenge of e-Learning 
under the state guidelines. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace throughout 
the world. 
 
Notes of Interest  
COVENANT WORLD RELIEF  
During the month of December, we traditionally send out a request 
from our denomination that addresses the worldwide needs of the 
church and people everywhere.  
The appeal is for our own “Covenant World Relief.”  As I have stated 
last year, The Evangelical Covenant Church is the single greatest 
contributor to World Relief.  It is part of our mission DNA to have mercy 
and compassion upon what is going on throughout the world.  You may 
give through TODAY, January 3, 2021.  Please Note:  Donations 
received by today and dated Dec. 31, 2020 or before will be accepted 
as a 2020 contribution.  Online Giving is available through our website. 

May the Lord bless your generosity! 
Pastor Mark 

 
AFFORDABLE RECOVERY HOUSING   
The Shelter is in need of winter coats, men's work jeans and pants, 
sweatshirts and sweatpants and towels. If you can help, we will pick up 
items or you can drop them off at church.  Questions--you can call 
Lorraine Weszely (708-422-8529).  Thank you for your 
support!  Lorraine Weszely and Grace Viner.  
 



 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Please note that we will be continuing a virtual Bible study in the new 
year so keep an eye out for more information.   Please reach out with 
any questions to Carol Byland or Pastor Alicia. 
 
 
WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 
Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly virtual prayer 
meeting by filling out the following short survey (it's only 4 questions!).  
The survey can be found here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 

 
 
 
 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Birthday greetings to the following celebrants for the month of 
January: 
 
  3   Norma Forsgren 
  3   Carol Byland 
  6   Vicki Twigg 
  8   Charles Havel 
10   Ron Henney 
10   Gloria Vitro 
14   Emily Sullivan 
14   Larry Thomas 
15   Dorothy Gaude 
17   Kari Devine 
17   Virginia Fulton 
19   Kevin McGrath 
22   Dorothy Karner 
22   John Weszely 
24   Jeremy Schroeder 
27   Priscilla Sarr 
28   John Gorney 
 

 
 
Rev. Mark Westlind, SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male, ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos, CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark 

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia 
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 
 

https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA

	3   Norma Forsgren

