
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
DECEMBER 27, 2020 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental) – Mary Did You Know? 
    Played by Lisa Maras    
   
*Call to Worship   
Pastor:  The word comes forth from the mouth of God! 
A new name shatters Caesar's rod! 
 
People: Let us hear our new name, 
Let us turn to the light, 
Let us build a new earth, 
Let us celebrate new life! 
 
Pastor: Let Simeon lift God's children to heaven! 
Let Anna reveal the name God has given! 
 
Unison: Let us hear our new name, 
Let us turn to the light, 
Let us build a new earth, 
Let us celebrate new life!  
 
 
Invocation  
  
WORD 
 
Scripture Readings  
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
10 I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed 
me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his 

head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes 
seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations.   62 For Zion’s sake I will 
not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, 
till her vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a 
blazing torch.  2 The nations will see your vindication, and all 
kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the 
mouth of the Lord will bestow.  3 You will be a crown of splendor 
in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Luke 2:22-40  
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the 
Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to 
offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to 
do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now 
dismiss your servant in peace.  30 For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so 



 

 

that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  39 When Joseph and Mary had done 
everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 
became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God 
was on him. 
 
*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn of Preparation – Come Thou Fount 
                                             (Christmas lyrics by Rick Lindholz) 
 1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
to Thy birth in Bethlehem; 
Jesus calls me to the manger; 
May I ever come to Him. 
Teach me of Your grace incarnate, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise Your name! I'm fixed upon it, 
name of Thy redeeming love. 
 
2. May I gather with the Shepherds 

 to behold the child of peace;  
May the chains of sin be broken,  
that my soul may find release.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wandering from the fold of God;  
He, to rescue me from danger,  
interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. At the Inn, no room was vacant 
where the Lord could find His rest. 
Let my heart become your home now, 
let me know Your presence blessed. 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
 
 
Message      “Living in Expectation”  Pastor Alicia Reese 
 
 
Hymn/Song of Response – BH# 188 Go Tell It On the Mountain  
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1.While shepherds kept their watching 
o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. 

Refrain 

2.The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 



 

 

that hailed our Savior's birth. 

Refrain 

3.Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. 

Refrain 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light 
shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 
or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in 
our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and 
renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and 
live in the truth of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Behold! God has given God’s Son that we might have life--new, 
vital, sparkling. Feel the wondrous power and love of God in your heart 
this day and know that God is with you always. AMEN.   
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 
 
SENDING 
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory  
                                                              

 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Ashley Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter), Barbara Dorl, 
Shirley Fulton (Amanda Fulton’s mother), Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, 
Grace & Harry Persson, Susie Raines, Arlene Sladek, Faith Valido. 
 
We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and leaders. 
We pray for all the doctors and nurses who are working tirelessly to 
administer the COVID 19 vaccine.   
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and world leaders, 
for their perseverance in coping with COVID-19.  We pray for those 
who are sick and suffering from this terrible virus, those who are 
recovering, and those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they continue to face the challenge of e-Learning 
under the state guidelines. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace throughout 
the world. 
 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-1237-trinity-evangelical-covenant-church-oak-lawn-il.aspx


 

 

Notes of Interest  
 
COVENANT WORLD RELIEF  
During the month of December, we traditionally send out a request 
from our denomination that addresses the worldwide needs of the 
church and people everywhere.  
The appeal is for our own “Covenant World Relief.”  As I have stated 
last year, The Evangelical Covenant Church is the single greatest 
contributor to World Relief.  It is part of our mission DNA to have mercy 
and compassion upon what is going on throughout the world.  If you 
desire to spread out your giving, you may give anytime during 
December through the first Sunday in January 2021.  Please Note:  
Donations received by Sunday January 3, 2021 and dated Dec. 31, 
2020 or before will be accepted as a 2020 contribution. 
Online Giving is available through our website and envelopes are on the 
table in the Narthex. 

May the Lord bless your generosity! 
Pastor Mark 

 
 
DEACONS CORNER 
The Deacon Board would like to introduce your Deacons for 2021.  
Your Deacons are available to you for Prayer Requests, Church 
information and any need you may have spiritual or otherwise.  Please 
feel free to contact us. 
Wishing all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Better New Year! 
 
Cathy Gardner 
Rita Grijalva 
Sandy Hutchinson 
Kellie Lee 
Marcia Lellos 
Pam Polcar 
Donna Swanberg 
Gloria Vitro 
 
 
 

JANUARY 2021 MESSENGER 
If you have an article for the January 2021 Messenger please send to 
the church office by Monday December 28. 
 
AFFORDABLE RECOVERY HOUSING   
The Shelter presently is in need of winter coats, men's work jeans and 
pants, sweatshirts and sweatpants and towels. If you can help, we will 
pick up items or you can drop them off at church.  Questions--you can 
call Lorraine Weszely (708-422-8529).  Thank you for your 
support!  Lorraine Weszely and Grace Viner.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Please note that we will be continuing a virtual Bible study in the new 
year so keep an eye out for more information.   Please reach out with 
any questions to Carol Byland or Pastor Alicia. 
 
 
WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 
Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly virtual prayer 
meeting by filling out the following short survey (it's only 4 questions!).  
The survey can be found here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 
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Rev. Mark Westlind, SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male, ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos, CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark 

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia 
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 
 


