
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 20, 2020 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental)    
   
*Call to Worship and  

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle “Love” by Stuart Seale 
Pastor:  I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; to all  
generations I will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth 
 
People:  For I have said, “Lovingkindness will be built forever; in the 
heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 
 
Pastor:   I have made a Covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to 
David My servant 
 
People:  I will establish the seed of David forever, and build up his 
throne to all generations…out of his line I will bring My son who, with 
love, will be the salvation for all peoples! 
 
Unison:   We all cry out to God that He is our Heavenly Father, He is 
our Rock and our Salvation….We cry "Selah" as we pause and 
reflect...        
Amen Lord, may it be so!  
 
Invocation  
  

WORD 
 
Scripture Readings    Stuart Seale  
II Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given 
him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the 

prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of 
God remains in a tent.” 
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go 
ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.” 
4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: 
5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are 
you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in 
a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to 
this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as 
my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did 
I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?”’ 
8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what 
the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from 
tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people 
Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I 
have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make 
your name great, like the names of the greatest men on 
earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no 
longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them 
anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever 
since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will 
also give you rest from all your enemies. “‘The Lord declares to 
you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:  
 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; 
your throne will be established forever.’” 
 
Luke 1:26-38  
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and 



 

 

said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no 
word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to 
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 
  
*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn of Preparation – BH# 151 In the Bleak Midwinter 

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heav'n can not hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heav'n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the Beloved with a kiss. 

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

Message      “Love, and nothing else!”  Pastor Mark Westlind 
 
Hymn/Song of Response – BH# 162 Angels We Have Heard on High 

1. Angels we have heard on high 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echo back their joyous strains. 

Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song. 

Refrain 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
came adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Refrain 



 

 

RESPONSE 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Dear Lord, we come before you this day humbled that we; in the 
presence of Your magnificent love, cannot muster even just a little 
love, understanding, and kindness toward our fellow man. We confess 
our trifling, our resentment, our lack of compassion, self-centeredness, 
and bitterness. We fall short of your expectations. Please forgive our 
ineptitude. We want to be restored to You. 
 
 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: The Lord has heard our plea. He sees our state of humility and 
our confession and plea for forgiveness. He forgives us with His 
abundant grace and mercy. He restores us unto Himself and thereby 
begins the process of our restoration to each other with His love.  He 
helps us to think more highly of others than ourselves. He prepares our 
hearts to be able to commit ourselves unequivocally to Him this 
Christmas.  
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 

 
SENDING 
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory 
                                                              
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) – What the World Needs Now 
    Played by Lisa Maras 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 
Prayer Concerns 
With deep sympathy we announce that another member of our church 
family was called Home.   Joyce Bradley entered eternal life on 
Wednesday, December 9 after suffering a heart attack.  We extend our 
deep sympathy to Joyce's brothers David and Cornelius Washington 
and sister Karen Bradley.  She is at Peace and HOME for 
Christmas!  Amen!   A funeral service was held Saturday, December 19 
at Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  Peace be to Joyce’s memory. 
 
Diane Bajner, Ashley Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter), 
Bernie Bara, Barbara Dorl, Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, Grace & Harry 
Persson, Susie Raines, Arlene Sladek, Aly Westlind, Nicole Westlind and 
Jon Orgaz (Pastor Mark’s daughter and her husband), Pat Westlind 
(Pastor Mark’s mother), Heidi Weszely. 
 
Ashley Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter) had successful 
reconstructive surgery is home recovering and doing very well. Thank 
you for all the prayers and concerns.  Your continued prayers are very 
much appreciated.   
 
Pat Westlind (Pastor Mark’s mother) is home from the hospital 
recovering from pneumonia with in-home treatment. 
 
We pray for Faith Valido, for her new cancer diagnosis that God would 
heal her body. 
 
Susie Raines had a six-month checkup and we pray for good results. 
 
We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and leaders. 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-1237-trinity-evangelical-covenant-church-oak-lawn-il.aspx


 

 

We pray for all the doctors and nurses who are working tirelessly to 
administer the COVID 19 vaccine.   
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and world leaders, 
for their perseverance in coping with COVID-19.  We pray for those 
who are sick and suffering from this terrible virus, those who are 
recovering, and those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they continue to face the challenge of e-Learning 
under the state guidelines. 
 
Our prayers are for unity, love and understanding even in the midst of 
a pandemic that is tearing us apart. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace throughout 
the world. 
 

 
Notes of Interest  
 

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF  
During the month of December, we traditionally send out a request 
from our denomination that addresses the worldwide needs of the 
church and people everywhere.  
The appeal is for our own “Covenant World Relief.”  As I have stated 
last year, The Evangelical Covenant Church is the single greatest 
contributor to World Relief.  It is part of our mission DNA to have mercy 
and compassion upon what is going on throughout the world.  If you 
desire to spread out your giving, you may give anytime during 
December through the first Sunday in January 2021.  Please Note:  
Donations received by Sunday January 3, 2021 and dated Dec. 31, 
2020 or before will be accepted as a 2020 contribution. 
Online Giving is available through our website and envelopes are on the 
table in the Narthex. 

May the Lord bless your generosity! 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Please note that we will be continuing a virtual Bible study in the new 
year so keep an eye out for more information.   Please reach out with 
any questions to Carol Byland or Pastor Alicia. 
 
 

A BLUE CHRISTMAS 

Join us for a Blue Christmas service today, December 20, at 4 P.M. 
hosted by Beverly Covenant. Blue Christmas is for those who are 
struggling with grief or hardship during the Christmas season. A link to 
the livestream will be sent out closer to the service.  
 

A CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 

Mark your calendars for our first collaborative, virtual Christmas Eve 
service. Church of the Good Shepherd, Hope Covenant, Beverly 
Covenant, and Trinity Covenant will all be a part of a wonderful worship 
service as we celebrate the coming of Jesus. The service will be 
livestreamed at 9 P.M. on December 24 (a link will be sent out later). 
We look forward to worshipping with you all.   
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

AFFORDABLE RECOVERY HOUSING   
The Shelter presently is in need of winter coats, men's work jeans and 
pants, sweatshirts and sweatpants and towels. If you can help we will 
pick up items or you can drop them off at church.  Questions--you can 
call Lorraine Weszely (708-422-8529).  Thank you for your 
suppport!  Lorraine Weszely and Grace Viner.  
 

HOLIDAY GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
There are so many people in need this year, it has almost tripled in some 
areas.  Instead of people living paycheck to paycheck they are now 
living food box to food box.  
The following local area donation sites help take care of those in need:  
 
Pilgrim Faith Church, 9411 S. 51st Ave, Oak Lawn has run a food 
pantry for many years. They are in need of non-perishable foods. The 
most requested items are peanut butter and jelly, pasta, canned or 
jarred sauce. They accept donations Tuesday through Saturday from 
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  
 
Country House Restaurant, 5400 W 127th St., Alsip, IL 60803, (708) 
389-4618, has stepped up since March and has been providing free 
meals to those in need. For the holidays they will be providing 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners for those in need. They will be 
making home cooked meals, will deliver and it just needs to be warmed 
up. They have a go-fund-me page for donations on their 
website: chschoolfoods.com.  They have been taking care of the local 
communities for many years, providing meals to seniors, veterans and 
school kids.  
 
And there is a place in Downers Grove called Hope's Front Door, 1047 
Curtiss St,. (630) 322-9803.   They provide various services for the 
community, either food, medical, dental and or transportation vouchers. 
They also work with the clients to help them find work.  My brother 
volunteers there, and in talking with him they are in need of 
blankets.  Because of COVID, the shelters are closed. The people in 
need/ homeless are now sleeping in a 3 story parking deck. They’ve had 

several clients come in with children that are sleeping at the parking 
deck. 
 
If you are able to donate let me know.  You can drop off at church or I 
can pick up donations and drop them off at the various locations. 
 
I hope everyone has a very blessed holiday. 
Joy Gaw, Trustee Chair  
  

 

PRYME TYMERS 

Dear Pryme Tymer friends, 
We are happy to share our holiday program video with all of you 
again this week in case you missed it last week. Please access 
using the link below taking you to the Trinity website for viewing 
the video.   
 
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-
december-2020/ 
 
Relax and enjoy the next 45 minutes. 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
Pryme Tymers Board  
 
 
WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 

Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly virtual prayer 
meeting by filling out the following short survey (it's only 4 questions!).  
The survey can be found here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&oq=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&aqs=chrome..69i57.5734j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&oq=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&aqs=chrome..69i57.5734j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://chschoolfoods.com/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&ei=7CC9X5iLGsib5gK_yY3oAg&q=hope%27s+front+door+downers+grove+il&oq=hope+front+door&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgBMg4ILhDHARCvARDJAxCTAjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgIIJjoECAAQRzoOCC4QxwEQrwEQkQIQkwI6CwguEMcBEK8BEJECOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoICAAQsQMQgwE6DgguELEDEIMBEMcBEKMCOgIIADoNCC4QxwEQrwEQQxCTAjoECAAQQzoNCC4QsQMQxwEQowIQQzoECC4QQzoRCC4QxwEQrwEQyQMQkQIQkwI6CgguEMcBEK8BEEM6BwgAELEDEEM6BQguELEDOgoILhDJAxBDEJMCOgUIABCxAzoKCAAQsQMQyQMQQzoLCC4QsQMQyQMQkwI6CAguEMcBEK8BOgIILjoICC4QsQMQgwE6CAguEMkDEJMCOgkIABDJAxAWEB5KBQgIEgExULLJBlju9wZgwIUHaANwAngAgAHnAYgBmg-SAQU5LjcuMZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXqwAQDIAQjAAQE&sclient=psy-ab
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-december-2020/
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-december-2020/
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Mark Westlind, SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male, ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos, CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark 

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia 
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 

 


