
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 13, 2020 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental)    
   
*Call to Worship and  

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle “Joy” 
Unison: 
This Advent, we hope and pray for: 
Joy as we journey together, 
Sight for the blind and healing for the sick, 
Freedom for the prisoners and good news for the poor, 
Release for the oppressed with justice for all 
and love for each other.       
And the coming of God’s topsy-turvy, 
inside out, upside-down Kingdom. 
 
Invocation  
  

WORD 
 
Scripture Readings    Stuart Seale  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted,  to proclaim freedom for the 
captives  and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3   and provide 
for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of 
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy  instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the LORD  for the display of his splendor.  4 They will rebuild the 
ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will 
renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for 
generations. 
 8 “For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing.  
In my faithfulness I will reward my people  and make an 
everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their descendants will be 
known among the nations and their offspring among the 
peoples.  All who see them will acknowledge that they are a 
people the LORD has blessed.” 
10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed 
me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his 
head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes 
seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations. 
 
Luke 1:46b-55  
46 And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 47 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 

    for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his 
name.  50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from 
generation to generation.  51 He has performed mighty deeds 
with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their 
inmost thoughts.  52 He has brought down rulers from their 
thrones but has lifted up the humble.  53 He has filled the hungry 
with good things but has sent the rich away empty.  54 He has 
helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised 
our ancestors.” 
  



 

 

*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn of Preparation – BH# 147 O Come All Ye Faithful 

1. O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
O sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above; 
glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

Refrain 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
O Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

Refrain 

Message      “Joyous Jubilee”  Pastor Alicia Reese 
 
Hymn/Song of Response – BH# 146 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
let earth receive her King; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; 
let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Patient and forgiving God, you know how we want to be people of 
peace and justice, but when opportunities come to participate in 
groups working for justice, we turn our backs and walk the other way, 
or we give a token pledge and then ignore further pleas for assistance. 
We hide our names from appearing on roles of supporters of justice-
seeking organizations. Forgive us, O God, when we give only lip service 
to ministries of justice rather than pledging our lives to helping all 
people in need. Free us from our selfishness. Banish our fears and 
move us in ways of peace and justice, bringing your love and hope to 
all God’s children. We ask these things in God’s name. AMEN. 
 
 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 



 

 

 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Rejoice! You who once lived in darkness – on you a new light is 
shining and the light of God’s glory shall brighten your path. You are 
healed, loved and forgiven. Be at peace! Live in God’s love, and bring 
hope and justice to all God’s people. AMEN.  
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 

 
SENDING 
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory – BH# 663 You Shall Go Out with Joy 
                                                              
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 
 
Prayer Concerns 
Diane Bajner, Bernie Bara, The Bradbury Family, Joyce Bradley, Barbara 
Dorl, Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, Grace & Harry Persson, Susie Raines, 
Arlene Sladek, Aly Westlind, Pat Westlind (Pastor Mark’s mother), Heidi 
Weszely. 
 
 

We pray for Pastor Mark’s mother Pat Westlind who is home now from 
hospital and recuperating from pneumonia.  
 
We pray for Ashley Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter), who 
had reconstructive surgery last Wednesday, for healing, strength and 
recovery.  
 
We pray for Faith Valido, for her new cancer diagnosis that God would 
heal her body. 
 
We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and leaders. 
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and world leaders, 
for their perseverance in coping with COVID-19.  We pray for those 
who are sick and suffering from this terrible virus, those who are 
recovering, and those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they continue to face the challenge of e-Learning 
under the state guidelines. 
 
Our prayers are for unity, love and understanding even in the midst of 
a pandemic that is tearing us apart. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace throughout 
the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-1237-trinity-evangelical-covenant-church-oak-lawn-il.aspx


 

 

Notes of Interest  
 

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF  
Once again we have reached December and the approximation of the 
“year-end!”  This is the month we traditionally send out a request from 
our denomination that addresses the worldwide needs of the church 
and people everywhere.  
The appeal is for our own “Covenant World Relief.”  As I have stated 
last year, The Evangelical Covenant Church is the single greatest 
contributor to World Relief.  It is part of our mission DNA to have mercy 
and compassion upon what is going on throughout the world. 
If you desire to spread out your giving, you may give anytime during 
December through the first Sunday in January 2021.  Online Giving is 
available through our website and envelopes are on the table in the 
Narthex. 

May the Lord bless your generosity! 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

WOMEN’S ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
Attention Ladies, this Wednesday, December 16 we will conclude our 
six-week Bible study focusing on Advent using the book "Advent of the 
Savior" as our guide. The class for this study is held virtually through 
Google Meet on Wednesday evening at 6:30 P.M.   You can access the 
final meeting at the following link:   meet.google.com/rsz-qooj-pmv. 
If you are using a smartphone you will need to download the Google 
Meet app first.  Further instructions on Google Meet can be found here:  
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9300131?hl=en 
To get a better idea of who will be joining us in order to prepare, we ask 
that you please RSVP using Eventbrite. It will ask you to "purchase" a 
ticket, but there is no cost and the "ticket" is just your RSVP. You can 
RSVP here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-
tickets-126965504241 
 
Please note that we will be continuing a virtual Bible study in the new 
year so keep an eye out for more information.   Please reach out with 
any questions to Carol Byland or Pastor Alicia. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLES 
We are collaborating with three other Covenant churches in the area to 
bring you a virtual Christmas Eve service this year. While we wish we 
could be together in person, we want to make it as special as possible. 
One of our favorite traditions is lighting candles in the dark and singing 
Silent Night. We want to continue this tradition by asking our Trinity 
friends to email pictures or 5-second videos of you and/or your family 
holding a lit candle(s). Please submit your pictures or videos to Pastor Alicia 
at alicia@trinityecc.org by Monday, December 14. Please help us make 
this Christmas Eve extra special!  
 

A LUCIA CHRISTMAS 

Join us today for a virtual Lucia pageant at 4 P.M. The pageant will be 
livestreamed (link to come soon) and hosted by Hope Covenant. Some 
of our Trinity kiddos will be participating. As well, Hope Covenant is 
hosting a virtual Christmas market! You can find the market here: Lucia 
Market. If you'd like to sell a Christmas craft at the market, let Pastor 
Alicia know! All proceeds go to help Central Conference Covenant 
Camps (Harbor and Point) as well as Love INC.   
 

A BLUE CHRISTMAS 

Join us for a Blue Christmas service on December 20 at 4 P.M. hosted 
by Beverly Covenant. Blue Christmas is for those who are struggling 
with grief or hardship during the Christmas season. A link to the 
livestream will be sent out closer to the service.  
 

A CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 

Mark your calendars for our first collaborative, virtual Christmas Eve 
service. Church of the Good Shepherd, Hope Covenant, Beverly 
Covenant, and Trinity Covenant will all be a part of a wonderful worship 
service as we celebrate the coming of Jesus. The service will be 
livestreamed at 9 P.M. on December 24 (a link will be sent out later). 
We look forward to worshipping with you all.   
 

 

 

 

https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9300131?hl=en
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-tickets-126965504241
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-tickets-126965504241
mailto:alicia@trinityecc.org
https://info625625.wixsite.com/website/shop
https://info625625.wixsite.com/website/shop


 

 

AFFORDABLE RECOVERY HOUSING   
The Shelter presently is in need of winter coats, men's work jeans and 
pants, sweatshirts and sweatpants and towels. If you can help we will 
pick up items or you can drop them off at church.  Questions--you can 
call Lorraine Weszely (708-422-8529).  Thank you for your 
suppport!  Lorraine Weszely and Grace Viner.  
 

HOLIDAY GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
There are so many people in need this year, it has almost tripled in some 
areas.  Instead of people living paycheck to paycheck they are now 
living food box to food box.  
The following local area donation sites help take care of those in need:  
 
Pilgrim Faith Church, 9411 S. 51st Ave, Oak Lawn has run a food 
pantry for many years. They are in need of non-perishable foods. The 
most requested items are peanut butter and jelly, pasta, canned or 
jarred sauce. They accept donations Tuesday through Saturday from 
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  
 
Country House Restaurant, 5400 W 127th St., Alsip, IL 60803, (708) 
389-4618, has stepped up since March and has been providing free 
meals to those in need. For the holidays they will be providing 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners for those in need. They will be 
making home cooked meals, will deliver and it just needs to be warmed 
up. They have a go-fund-me page for donations on their 
website: chschoolfoods.com.  They have been taking care of the local 
communities for many years, providing meals to seniors, veterans and 
school kids.  
 
And there is a place in Downers Grove called Hope's Front Door, 1047 
Curtiss St,. (630) 322-9803.   They provide various services for the 
community, either food, medical, dental and or transportation vouchers. 
They also work with the clients to help them find work.  My brother 
volunteers there, and in talking with him they are in need of 
blankets.  Because of COVID, the shelters are closed. The people in 
need/ homeless are now sleeping in a 3 story parking deck. They’ve had 
several clients come in with children that are sleeping at the parking 
deck. 

 
If you are able to donate let me know.  You can drop off at church or I 
can pick up donations and drop them off at the various locations. 
 
I hope everyone has a very blessed holiday. 
Joy Gaw, Trustee Chair  
  

 

PRYME TYMERS 

Dear Pryme Tymer friends, 
We are happy to share our holiday program video with all of you. 
Please access using the link below taking you to the Trinity 
website for viewing the video.   
 
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-
december-2020/ 
 
Relax and enjoy the next 45 minutes. 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
Pryme Tymers Board  
 
 
WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 

Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly virtual prayer 
meeting by filling out the following short survey (it's only 4 questions!).  
The survey can be found here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&oq=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&aqs=chrome..69i57.5734j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&oq=country+House+Restaurant%2C+alsip&aqs=chrome..69i57.5734j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://chschoolfoods.com/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS729US729&ei=7CC9X5iLGsib5gK_yY3oAg&q=hope%27s+front+door+downers+grove+il&oq=hope+front+door&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgBMg4ILhDHARCvARDJAxCTAjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgIIJjoECAAQRzoOCC4QxwEQrwEQkQIQkwI6CwguEMcBEK8BEJECOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoICAAQsQMQgwE6DgguELEDEIMBEMcBEKMCOgIIADoNCC4QxwEQrwEQQxCTAjoECAAQQzoNCC4QsQMQxwEQowIQQzoECC4QQzoRCC4QxwEQrwEQyQMQkQIQkwI6CgguEMcBEK8BEEM6BwgAELEDEEM6BQguELEDOgoILhDJAxBDEJMCOgUIABCxAzoKCAAQsQMQyQMQQzoLCC4QsQMQyQMQkwI6CAguEMcBEK8BOgIILjoICC4QsQMQgwE6CAguEMkDEJMCOgkIABDJAxAWEB5KBQgIEgExULLJBlju9wZgwIUHaANwAngAgAHnAYgBmg-SAQU5LjcuMZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXqwAQDIAQjAAQE&sclient=psy-ab
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-december-2020/
https://trinityecc.org/sermon/pryme-tymer-program-december-2020/
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Mark Westlind, SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male, ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos, CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark 

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia 
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 

 


