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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
NOVEMBER	29,	2020	10:00	A.M.	

GATHERING	IN	WORSHIP	
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental)    
   
*Call to Worship and Advent Candle Lighting 	
It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have 
faith; 
whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 
hope-filled or hope-less: 
what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 
We are entering the time of Advent, 
in preparation for Christmas. 
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
in the most ordinary parts of our world and our 
lives 
that we need prepare for it. 
 
We need to make the space in our lives 
where love might be born. 
 
Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark 
world. 
Together, let us practice being ready 
in the faith that Christ will come.  
 
Invocation  
  

	
	
	
	

WORD	
 
Scripture Readings    Stuart Seale  
Isaiah 64:1-12 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
that the mountains would tremble before you!  2 As 
when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your 
enemies and cause the nations to quake before you!  
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not 
expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled 
before you.  4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for 
him.  5 You come to the help of those who gladly do 
right, who remember your ways.  But when we 
continued to sin against them, you were angry.  How 
then can we be saved? 6 All of us have become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like 
filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the 
wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us and have 
given us over to our sins.  8 Yet you, Lord, are our 
Father.  We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all 
the work of your hand. 9 Do not be angry beyond 
measure, Lord; do not remember our sins forever. 
Oh, look on us, we pray, for we are all your people.  
10 Your sacred cities have become a wasteland;  even 
Zion is a wasteland, Jerusalem a desolation.  11 Our 
holy and glorious temple, where our ancestors 
praised you, has been burned with fire,  and all that 
we treasured lies in ruins.  12 After all this, LORD, will 
you hold yourself back?   Will you keep silent and 
punish us beyond measure? 



 

 

 
Mark 13:24-37  
24 “But in those days, following that distress, “‘the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken.’ 
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming 
in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will 
send his angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens.  28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: 
As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 
out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when 
you see these things happening, you know that it is 
near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away.  32 “But 
about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[c]! You do not know 
when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going 
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the 
one at the door to keep watch.  35 “Therefore keep 
watch because you do not know when the owner of 
the house will come back—whether in the evening, or 
at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 
sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’” 
 
 
 
 

*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
 
Hymn of Preparation – Come Thou Long Expected 
Jesus  

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever 
now thy gracious kingdom bring 

4. By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Message       “An Apocalyptic Advent” 
                           Pastor Alicia Reese 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Song of Response – You’ll Come  
I have decided, I have resolved, 
To wait upon the Lord 
My rock and redeemer, shield and reward, 
I’ll wait upon You Lord 
As surely as the sun will rise, You’ll come to us 
Certain as the dawn appears 
 
Chorus: 
You’ll come, let Your glory fall 
As we respond to You 
Spirit rain, flood into our thirsty hearts again, 
You’ll come, You’ll come 
 
We are not shaken, we are not moved, 
We wait upon You Lord 
Mighty deliverer, triumph and truth, 
We wait upon You Lord 
As surely as the sun will rise, You’ll come to us 
Certain as the dawn appears 
 
Chorus 
 
Chains be broken, lives be healed 
Eyes be opened, Christ is revealed (repeat) 
 
Chorus 

	
RESPONSE	
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Patient, everlasting source of life, we know that you are 
present with those who gladly do what’s right; we know 
that you remember those who remember you; we know 
that your judgment is just. We hunger for the assurance of 
your love, but in our hearts we feel unclean. We fear that 
the acts we think so righteous are more like filthy bits of 
cloth, unfit to dress a wound or to clothe the naked. O holy 

and loving champion of the forgotten. Do not remember 
our sins forever, but embrace us with your love, for we are 
all your people, even though we so often forget.  
 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Fear not, for our creator is the loving maker of 
every thought and thing. We are the clay; each one of us is 
being formed by God’s all-loving hand, crafted for a 
purpose and cherished as a vessel made for love. In the 
name of Jesus, who is the Christ, you are forgiven.  
 
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 

	
SENDING	
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory - O, Come, O Come Emmanuel, played 
by Linda Kozak 
  
                                                             
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 



 

 

 
Prayer Concerns 
Diane Bajner, Bernie Bara, Joyce Bradley, Ashley 
Brandenburg (Barb Bailey’s granddaughter), Barbara 
Dorl, Janice Goetz, Kendra Goetz, Greg Goetz, Mel 
Mueller, Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, Grace & Harry 
Persson, Pete Raines, Susie Raines, Janet Reese 
(Courtney’s Aunt), Arlene Sladek, Aly Westlind, Heidi 
Weszely. 
 
We pray for Faith Valido, for her new cancer diagnosis 
that God would heal her body. 
 
We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and 
leaders. 
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and 
world leaders, for their perseverance in coping with 
COVID-19.  We pray for those who are sick and suffering 
from this terrible virus, those who are recovering, and 
those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and 
income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they again face the challenge of e-
Learning under the governor’s Tier 3 mitigations. 
 
Our prayers are for unity, love and understanding even in 
the midst of a pandemic that is tearing us apart. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace 
throughout the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Notes of Interest  

 
THANKSGIVING OFFERING   
Trinity will be accepting our Thanksgiving Offering 
through today.  Donations can be given through Trinity’s 
website Online Giving, or mailed or dropped off to the 
church office.  Your generous gifts to Trinity are greatly 
appreciated.    
 
WOMEN’S ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
Attention Ladies, we have started our six-week Bible study 
focusing on Advent using the book "Advent of the Savior" 
as our guide. All classes for this study are held virtually 
through Google Meet on Wednesday evening at 6:30 P.M.   
The remaining three classes are December 2, 6, 16.   You 
can access the meeting at the following link:   
meet.google.com/rsz-qooj-pmv. 
If you are using a smartphone you will need to download 
the Google Meet app first.  Further instructions on Google 
Meet can be found here:  
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9300131?hl
=en 
To get a better idea of who will be joining us in order to 
prepare, we ask that you please RSVP using Eventbrite. It 
will ask you to "purchase" a ticket, but there is no cost and 
the "ticket" is just your RSVP. You can RSVP here: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-
tickets-126965504241 
We look forward to studying with you and drawing closer 
to our Savior through study in the coming Advent season. 
Please reach out with any questions to Carol Byland or 
Pastor Alicia. 

 
PRYME TYMERS 
We hope this finds all of you doing well and looking 
forward to the coming holiday season.  In the near future 
we plan to record a program, details for your viewing the 
program to be sent via email. 



 

 

Again, thanks to all who have shared their email address, 
watch for program information within the next couple of 
weeks. 
Stay well and have a blessed holiday, 
Pryme Tymers Board 
 
 
CALLING ALL RINGERS!   
"Hear ye, hear ye!  The call is going out for ringers!  Bell 
ringers, that is!  Our esteemed Music Director, Stuart 
Seale, is looking for those who would like to cheer our 
sanctuary with the sounds of CHRISTMAS BELLS! If this is 
something that 'rings your bell' or even moves 
you...please contact Stu at :  stuart@trinityecc.org  or the 
church office. 
 

 
 

 
HERE WE COME A CAROLING! 
The Pastors and our music director, Stuart Seale, are 
looking to put together a group of carolers for a socially-
distanced, outdoor caroling event. If you are interested in 
being one of our carolers, please sign up 

here:  https://forms.gle/kf6rFiaw9JmL2pWBA 
 
 
AFFORDABLE RECOVERY HOUSING   
Once again we say "thank you" to all who have donated 
clothing, towels, and toiletries to the Shelter. Presently we 
really are in need of winter coats, men's work jeans and 
pants, sweatshirts and sweatpants and towels. If you can 
help we will pick up items or you can drop them off at 
church.  Questions--you can call Lorraine Weszely(708-
422-8529).  Have a great day!  Lorriane Weszely and Grace 
Viner  
 

MESSAGE FROM JOY GAW, TRUSTEE CHAIR 
There are so many people in need this year, it has almost 
tripled in some areas.  Instead of people living paycheck 
to paycheck they are now living food box to food box.  
The following local area donation sites help take care of 
those in need:  
 
Pilgrim Faith Church, 9411 S. 51st Ave, Oak 
Lawn has run a food pantry for many years. They are in 
need of non-perishable foods. The most requested items 
are peanut butter and jelly, pasta, canned or jarred sauce. 
They accept donations Tuesday through Saturday from 
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  
 
Country House Restaurant, 5400 W 127th St., 
Alsip, IL 60803, (708) 389-4618, has stepped up since 
March and has been providing free meals to those in need. 
For the holidays they will be providing Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners for those in need. They will be making 



 

 

home cooked meals, will deliver and it just needs to be 
warmed up. They have a go-fund-me page for donations 
on their website: chschoolfoods.com.  They have been 
taking care of the local communities for many years, 
providing meals to seniors, veterans and school kids.  
 
And there is a place in Downers Grove called Hope's 
Front Door, 1047 Curtiss St,. (630) 322-9803.   They 
provide various services for the community, either food, 
medical, dental and or transportation vouchers. They also 
work with the clients to help them find work.  My brother 
volunteers there, and in talking with him they are in need 
of blankets.  Because of COVID, the shelters are closed. 
The people in need/ homeless are now sleeping in a 3 
story parking deck. They’ve had several clients come in 
with children that are sleeping at the parking deck. 
 
If you are able to donate let me know.  You can drop off at 
church or I can pick up donations and drop them off at the 
various locations. 
 
I hope everyone has a very blessed and Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
Joy Gaw  
  
 

WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 
Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly 
virtual prayer meeting by filling out the following short 
survey (it's only 4 questions!).  The survey can be found 
here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
Let’s celebrate all December birthdays: 

  1 Kenneth Johnson 
  2 Dolores Rosengren 
  3 Tom Klutcharch 
  5 Jo Ann Bergwall 
13 James Byland 
15 Carol Strickland 
15 Nancy Mondry 
16 Melissa Panush 
17 William R. Hutchinson 
17 Joyce Karlson 
17 Bill McShane 
19 Debby Lau 
19 Katie Kreft-Mondry 
19  Keith Mondry 
20 David Raines 
25 Matt Mateer 
26 Carol Latimer 
29 Alice Westlind 
31 Joyce Nyberg 
 
 
NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
We have some boxes of World’s Finest Chocolates 
remaining for sale.  At just $2 each, there are many 
choices to satisfy your chocolate crave:  chocolate covered 
almonds, chocolate caramel whirls, chocolate mint 
meltaways, chocolate bars with almonds, chocolate wafer 
and chocolate crisp bars.  If you would like to help sell a 
box, each box is $60 and contains 30 pieces, please see 
Christina Palazzolo or Amanda Fulton.  To purchase 
individual bars, there is a box in the church office or see 
Christina or Amanda.  Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Rev. Mark Westlind,  SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese,  ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale,  DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male,  ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo,  DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK 
PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton,  ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK 
PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos,  CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark  

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia  
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 

	


