
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
NOVEMBER 22, 2020 10:00 A.M. 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
Please use the time during the prelude for quiet 
meditation to prepare yourself for worship. 
 
Prelude (Instrumental) Gather the Spirit    
   
*Call to Worship  (In Unison)  
Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing. 
Know that the Lord Himself is God; It is He who has made us and not 
we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. Give 
thanks to Him; bless His name. 
For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting, and His 
faithfulness to all generations.  
 
Invocation  
  

WORD 
 
Scripture Readings    Stuart Seale  
Psalm 95:1-7a   
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
    and extol him with music and song. 
3 For the Lord is the great God, 
    the great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth, 
    and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and his hands formed the dry land. 

 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, 
    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
7 for he is our God 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 
    the flock under his care.  
 
 
Judges 4:6-14 
6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali 
and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: 
‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and 
Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. 7 I will lead Sisera, 
the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops 
to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’” 
8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t 
go with me, I won’t go.” 
9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of 
the course you are taking, the honor will not be yours, for 
the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So 
Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 There Barak 
summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten thousand men went 
up under his command. Deborah also went up with him. 
11 Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, the 
descendants of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, and pitched his 
tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh. 
12 When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up 
to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera summoned from Harosheth Haggoyim 
to the Kishon River all his men and his nine hundred chariots 
fitted with iron. 
14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the Lord has 
given Sisera into your hands. Has not the Lord gone ahead of 
you?”  So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand 

men following him. 
 



 

 

 Galatians 3:20-29   
20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is 

one.  21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 

Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart 

life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the 

law. 22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control 

of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in 

Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 23 Before the 

coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, 

locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 
24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might 

be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no 

longer under a guardian.  26 So in Christ Jesus you are all 

children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There 

is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 

male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. 

 
*Gloria Patri (BH# 109) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Hymn of Preparation – BH# 657 Thanks Be to God for My Redeemer  

1.Thanks to God for my Redeemer, thanks for all thou dost provide! 
Thanks for times now but a mem'ry, thanks for Jesus by my side! 
Thanks for pleasant, balmy springtime, thanks for dark and dreary fall! 
Thanks for tears by now forgotten, thanks for peace within my soul! 

2.Thanks for prayers that thou hast answered, thanks for what thou 

dost deny! 
Thanks for storms that I have weathered, thanks for all thou dost 
supply! 
Thanks for pain and thanks for pleasure, thanks for comfort in despair! 
Thanks for grace that none can measure, thanks for love beyond 
compare! 

3.Thanks for roses by the wayside, thanks for thorns their stems 
contain! 
Thanks for home and thanks for fireside, thanks for hope, that sweet 
refrain! 
Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow, thanks for heav'nly peace with 
thee! 
Thanks for hope in the tomorrow, thanks through all eternity! 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Message       “Leveling the Playing Field”  Pastor Mark Westlind 
 
Hymn of Response – Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down 
Come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our God, our Maker. 
Come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our God, our Maker. 
For He is our God,  
And we are the people of His pasture, 
And the sheep of His hand, just the sheep of His hand. 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Oh Lord, we seem to always do that which we do not wish to do!  We 
resolve to do better and then fall back into our old ways.  Please forgive 
us for considering ourselves to be more and better than we are.  Please 
forgive our arrogance and pride as we sit back and judge others for their 
behavior. Lord we ask that You would help us put others first. Please 
grant us understanding and love for one another.  



 

 

 
We invite you to take a time of Silent Reflection  
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Our Lord and Savior has given us the answer to our prayer of 
confession today!  He has taken away our pride and false humility. He 
has forgiven us for our judging and superior attitudes. He has shown us 
what is good and what He requires of us.  That is to seek justice, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him! His yoke is easy and His 
burden is light.  As we draw nearer to Him and His forgiveness, we 
naturally love and understand our neighbors.  None of us is better than 
another.  We are all equal in His sight. People of God…go leaping and 
exalting the Lord in joy today for your forgiveness!  Amen and amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Passing of the Peace  (in spirit!) 

 
SENDING 
Offering  
Online Giving 
Offertory  BH# 5 Great Is the Lord 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just, 
by his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true, 
by his mercy he proves he is love. 

1. Great is the Lord and worthy of glory. 
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord, now lift up your voice, 
now lift up your voice: great is the Lord! 
Great is the Lord! 

2.Great are you, Lord, and worthy of glory. 
Great are you, Lord, and worthy of praise. 
Great are you, Lord, I lift up my voice, 
I lift up my voice: great are you, Lord! 
Great are you, Lord! 
                                                             
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him all creatures here below’ 
praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction  
 
 Postlude (Instrumental) Make Us One 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

 
 
Prayer Concerns 
As a church family we extend our deepest sympathy to Dick Erickson 
and family on the death of his dear wife Joan who entered her rest into 
the arms of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Monday, November 16 
at home.  Dick and their sons were caring for Joan.  Might we suggest 
that we shower cards of blessing and prayers upon this family of Trinity 
faithful?  Lord, please grant them all the peace and comfort of Your 
presence!  Peace to Joan’s memory!   
Services for Joan are pending. 
 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-1237-trinity-evangelical-covenant-church-oak-lawn-il.aspx


 

 

Diane Bajner, Bernie Bara, Joyce Bradley, Ashley Brandenburg (Barb 
Bailey’s granddaughter), Barbara Dorl, Janice Goetz, Kendra Goetz, 
Greg Goetz, Mel Mueller, Catherine (Cat) Palazzolo, Grace & Harry 
Persson, Pete Raines, Janet Reese (Courtney’s Aunt), Arlene Sladek, 
Faith Valido, Aly Westlind, Heidi Weszely. 
 
We pray for our Trinity Church Family, friends and leaders. 
We pray for all healthcare workers, first responders, and world leaders, 
for their perseverance in coping with COVID-19.  We pray for those 
who are sick and suffering from this terrible virus, those who are 
recovering, and those who have died. 
 
We pray for the individuals struggling from job and income loss. 
We pray for the health and safety of teachers, students and 
parents/guardians as they again face the challenge of e-Learning under 
the governor’s Tier 3 mitigations. 
 
Our prayers today are for unity, love and understanding even in the 
midst of a pandemic that is tearing us apart. 
 
And we pray for kindness towards one another and peace throughout 
the world. 
 

 
NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
October 31, 2020 Year-to-Date Results 
Trinity                Actual              Budget          Variance 

Income         $ 145,949        $ 192,500        $ (46,551) 

Expenses      $ 258,352        $ 308,992        $ (50,640) 

       Net        $ (112,403)     $ (116,492)       $    4,089 

                                Does not include Noah’s Ark. 

 
 
 
 

Notes of Interest  
 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVE THANKS – THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

Our annual Thanksgiving Eve service will be held next Wednesday, 
November 25 at 7 P.M.  It will be livestreamed – you are welcome to 
join us in person or online.  The livestream link and bulletin will be 
emailed to everyone next week. 
 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING   
Trinity will be accepting our Thanksgiving Offering now through the 
end of November.  Envelopes are included in today’s bulletin and on the 
table in the Narthex, and also through Trinity’s website Online Giving.  
Please drop off your offering envelope in the Sanctuary collection box 
or the church office.  Your generous gifts to Trinity are greatly 
appreciated.    
 

WOMEN’S ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
Attention Ladies, we have started our six-week Bible study focusing on 
Advent using the book "Advent of the Savior" as our guide. All classes 
for this study are held virtually through Google Meet on Wednesday 
evening at 6:30 P.M.   We will break on November 25 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  The remaining three classes are December 2, 6, 
16.   You can access the meeting at the following link:   
meet.google.com/rsz-qooj-pmv. 
If you are using a smartphone you will need to download the Google 
Meet app first.  Further instructions on Google Meet can be found here:  
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9300131?hl=en 
To get a better idea of who will be joining us in order to prepare, we ask 
that you please RSVP using Eventbrite. It will ask you to "purchase" a 
ticket, but there is no cost and the "ticket" is just your RSVP. You can 
RSVP here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-
tickets-126965504241 

CHURCH ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Annual election and budget meeting 
after worship today online through 

Google Meet 

https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9300131?hl=en
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-tickets-126965504241
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-womens-bible-study-tickets-126965504241


 

 

We look forward to studying with you and drawing closer to our Savior 
through study in the coming Advent season. Please reach out with any 
questions to Carol Byland or Pastor Alicia. 
 

CALLING ALL RINGERS!   

"Hear ye, hear ye!  The call is going out for ringers!  Bell ringers, that 
is!  Our esteemed Music Director, Stuart Seale, is looking for those who 
would like to cheer our sanctuary with the sounds of CHRISTMAS 
BELLS! If this is something that 'rings your bell' or even moves 
you...please contact Stu at :  stuart@trinityecc.org  or the church office. 
 

HERE WE COME A CAROLING! 

The Pastors and our music director, Stuart Seale, are looking to put 
together a group of carolers for a socially-distanced, outdoor caroling 
event. If you are interested in being one of our carolers, please sign up 

here:  https://forms.gle/kf6rFiaw9JmL2pWBA 
 
WEEKLY VIRTUAL PRAYER MEETING 

Please help us determine the best time to host a weekly virtual prayer 
meeting by filling out the following short survey (it's only 4 questions!).  
The survey can be found here:  
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA 

 

NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

We have some boxes of World’s Finest Chocolates remaining for sale.  
At just $2 each, there are many choices to satisfy your chocolate crave:  
chocolate covered almonds, chocolate caramel whirls, chocolate mint 
meltaways, chocolate bars with almonds, chocolate wafer and 
chocolate crisp bars.  If you would like to help sell a box, each box is 
$60 and contains 30 pieces, please see Christina Palazzolo or Amanda 
Fulton.  To purchase individual bars, there is a box in the church office 
or see Christina or Amanda.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Mark Westlind, SENIOR PASTOR  
Pastor Alicia Reese, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
Stuart Seale, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Nate Van Der Male, ORGANIST 
Christina Palazzolo, DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Amanda Fulton, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL  
Karen Christakos, CHURCH SECRETARY 
Tommie Jordan, CUSTODIAN 
 
 

Office Hours 
Pastor Mark 

Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment please 

Pastor Alicia 
Monday and Wednesday 

Tuesday and Thursday by appointment please 
 

mailto:stuart@trinityecc.org
https://forms.gle/kf6rFiaw9JmL2pWBA
https://forms.gle/2DTXhYFJv2oYiiQFA


 

 

 


