
  
 

APPLY NOW: Get FREE Life Jackets to Loan to Your Boating 
Community  

Sea Tow Foundation™ Invites Local Organizations to Apply by February 28 

Southold, NY (January 20, 2026) – The Sea Tow Foundation™, a national nonprofit 

organization dedicated to preventing boating-related accidents and fatalities, is now 
accepting applications for life jackets and life jacket loaner stand supplies as part of its 
2026 Life Jacket Loaner Program. Since the program’s launch in 2008, the Sea Tow 
Foundation has distributed more than 106,000 life jackets and now oversees over 1,300 
Life Jacket Loaner Stations nationwide to help keep boaters safe on the water. 
 
Local businesses, nonprofit organizations, and agencies across the United States and U.S. 
territories are encouraged to apply before the February 28, 2026 deadline, which is an 
extension on the previously listed date. 

Funded through the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund and administered by 
the U.S. Coast Guard, select applicants are awarded life jackets and/or materials to support 
life jacket loaner stations, new or old, in their communities. Each loaner station provides 
boaters with access to U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets in sizes ranging from infant to 
adult extra-large that can be borrowed and returned. 

Applications will be accepted for: 

● Life jackets and a stand-building kit for a new or replacement station 
● Life jackets to replenish an existing station 
● Life jackets for recurring events or for agency boats 

“The Sea Tow Foundation Life Jacket Loaner Program allows local organizations to become 
part of a national effort to make safe boating easy and accessible in every community,” said 
Executive Director, Gail R. Kulp.  “We encourage any interested groups to apply so that we 
can continue to help make boating a safe and enjoyable pastime in 2026.” 

https://www.boatingsafety.com/
https://www.boatingsafety.com/page/Grant-Application


 

All applicants will be notified of the reviewers’ decisions by April 30, 2026, and awarded 
materials will be shipped in May 2026, in time for the summer boating season. 

Full eligibility criteria and the application can be found at: 
https://www.boatingsafety.com/lifejacketapplication  
 
To learn more about the Life Jacket Loaner Program: www.boatingsafety.com/page/life-
jacket-loaner-program 

 
ABOUT SEA TOW FOUNDATION 
The Sea Tow Foundation – a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization - was started in 2007 by Captain 
Joe Frohnhoefer, founder of Sea Tow Services International, after he witnessed too many 
preventable accidents and fatalities on the water. Through its flagship programs which include 
the Life Jacket Loaner Program, Sober Skipper Campaign, and the National Boating Safety 
Awards, the Sea Tow Foundation strives towards its vision of a world where boaters are safe and 
responsible.  

To learn more, visit boatingsafety.com.  
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MEDIA CONTACT:     
Meghan Henning 
mhenning@onwrdupwrd.com  
571.309.3961 
 
Photos for the press release can be taken from STF’s public image library.  
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