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IBEX 2025 ANNOUNCES JUDGES FOR INNOVATION AWARDS

Invention and Innovation Celebrated at IBEX 2025 Industry Breakfast and Along Innovation Way

Tampa, FL – The International BoatBuilders’ Exhibition and Conference (IBEX), North America’s premier technical 

trade event for the recreational marine industry, announced today the esteemed list of judges for the 22
nd
 IBEX 

Innovation Awards Program. Managed by the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) and independently 

judged by Boating Writers International (BWI), the program is one of the marine industry’s most prestigious honors 

recognizing manufacturers and suppliers who bring new, innovative products to market. This year’s program marks 

the largest to date, with more than 110 products entered from a multitude of companies across the marine industry. 

Product entries can be reviewed along Innovation Way, located on the second floor rotunda throughout the days of 

the Show.

This year’s awards will be presented at the annual Industry Breakfast, featuring the Innovation Awards Presentation, 

State of the Industry Address and Keynote, from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 7, at the JW Marriott Tampa 

Water Street, Tampa Bay Ballroom. Sponsored by AWLGRIP North America, Honda Marine, Interlux Yacht Finishes, 

Sea Hawk Paints, Suzuki Marine and Tides Marine Inc., the Industry Breakfast kicks-off IBEX and is anticipated to 

sell out. Tickets can be purchased during the registration process or by accessing the registration portal for those 

already registered.

New this year, IBEX will host an Innovation Meet & Greet along Innovation Way from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

October 7. This first-ever event will offer attendees the opportunity to meet the trailblazers behind 100-plus inventions 

and innovations entered into this year’s Awards program.

“IBEX is the centerpiece to fostering, encouraging and showcasing innovation in the manufacturing segment of the 

marine industry to improve the boating lifestyle,” said Mary Velline, IBEX Show Director. “Each and every year we’re 

honored to celebrate innovators and the revolutionary concepts, products and solutions that continue to impact the 

future of boating. We know the Innovation Awards are a moment of extreme pride for both entrants and winners, and 

we’re looking forward to highlighting this year’s winners.”

“Judging all of these new products and solutions, as well as selecting winners is a huge undertaking, however, it is 

always fascinating to see the innovation across the industry” said Ben Stein, Chair, Innovation Awards. “I am very 

grateful for my fellow judges and the dedication of their time, energy and expertise. I know I can speak for all of them 

in saying we are eager to see all of this year’s entries and look forward to welcoming winners with this prestigious 

honor.”

Each of the eight BWI judges comes to IBEX with various technical and boating backgrounds. The panel of judges for 

the 2025 IBEX Innovation Awards are:
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 Ben Stein (Chair): Ben Stein is editor of Panbo.com covering marine technology. He also writes a monthly 

Getting Technical column for Soundings Trade Only and serves as electronics editor for Power & 

Motoryacht. Stein chairs the NMMA’s Innovation awards at IBEX and co-chairs the awards at the Discover 

Boating Miami International Boat Show. Additionally, he is a member of DAME design awards jury at 

Metstrade. After 15 years in financial services technology, he left the corporate world to pursue his passion 

in boating. Stein is the current president of Boating Writers International, a USCG 100-Ton Master, and 

ABYC certified marine electrical technician.

 Tim Murphy (Co-Chair): Tim Murphy is the education director for the American Boat & Yacht Council. A 

contributing editor to BoatUS Magazine, and a Cruising World editor-at-large, Murphy has worked as a 

marine journalist for more that 30 years. Having directed and judged Cruising World’s Boat of the Year 

program for two decades, he has sea-trialed more than 500 new boats in that time. He co-wrote 

Fundamentals of Marine Service Technology (ABYC 2012). He is the author of Adventurous Use of the Sea 

(Seapoint Books, 2022). Murphy holds a USCG 100-Ton Master’s license.

 Theresa Nicholson: Theresa Nicholson is an award-winning journalist who has covered the marine industry 

for 25 years. She is the former senior editor of Cruising World, and an IBEX Innovation Award and Newport 

for New Products judge. This past summer she worked at the marina in Yellowstone National Park. 

Nicholson lived aboard her 31-foot ketch for 11 years and sailed from Miami to Malaysia. Her work currently 

focuses on weather, marine safety, risk analysis, the environment and high latitude sailing.

 Pim Van Hemmen: Pim Van Hemmen is the former deputy editor of Soundings magazine. In a previous life 

he spent 25 years in the newspaper industry and another decade as a nautical photographer. He is a 

lifelong boater and when he isn’t photographing or writing about boats, he can be found on the water aboard 

his Zodiac RIB.

 Wendy Mitman Clarke: Wendy Mitman Clarke is a 35-year marine industry and general assignment writer 

and journalist who most recently was editor-in-chief of SAIL magazine. A lifelong sailor, she has cruised and 

raced all manner of boats, including four years cruising fulltime with her family and numerous offshore 

passages and races. She and her husband own a 1978 Peterson 34 they sail regularly on the Chesapeake 

Bay, and a 1966 Cal 40 they are restoring. She's won multiple awards for her work, which you can peruse at 

wendymitmanclarke.com.

 Pete McDonald: Pete McDonald is the executive editor of Boating Magazine, where he first started working 

in 1998. He's also been a BWI member since 1999 and started serving on the board in 2023.

 Steve Mitchell: Steve Mitchell is a year-round Pacific Northwest cruiser aboard his 50-foot steel trawler and 

a lifelong boater with experience in both sail and power. With decades in the technology industry and over 

20 years of hands-on experience designing and installing marine electronics, electrical systems, and 

optimized solutions for customers, he blends technical expertise with real-world cruising insight. As founder 

of SeaBits, he tests, reviews, and consults on the latest marine technology, and contributes to 48° North 

and other boating publications.

 Ryan Gullang: Ryan Gullang is the Communications Coordinator and Program Manager for Annapolis Boat 

Shows. As a freelance writer, his DIY and tech articles have appeared in BoatUS, Boats.com, FishTalk, and 

SpinSheet Magazine. He has served on three NMMA Innovation Award panels and, in 2021, received the 

BWI Active Interest Boating Media Journalist Scholarship.

Registration is open for this year’s Show, set to take place at the Tampa Convention Center, October 7 – 9, 2025. 

Visitors and accredited press can click here for registration. For exhibitors looking to add booth staff, click here for 

https://www.xpressreg.net/register/IBEX1025/landing.asp?sc=&aban=&iq=&smt=


exhibitor registration. The Industry Breakfast sells out every year and tickets are available through the registration 

process – it is recommended to purchase them soon. To learn about the products, services and companies that are 

driving the future of marine industry technology, click here to visit IBEX 365. For the latest updates via social media, 

like and follow the IBEX Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn pages.

IBEX 2025 Innovation Awards entrants:

Entrant Booth Entrant Booth
3M* 3-1228,R110 NorCross Marine Products* 3-1009
ABYSS BATTERY* 1-306 NuSnaps Magnetic Systems LLC 2-100
American Precision Industries* 1-607 OceanLED 3-632
Aqua Air LLC* 2-444 OceanPlanet Energy 1-116
AquaAmp* 3-516 ORA Design Group 3-441
Armstrong Nautical LLC* 3-1323 Patrick Industries* 3-1529
ASA Electronics* 3-2029,D-25b PHIBER Systems 1-602
Avikus* 3-1417,D-3 Power-Pole* 3-1751
Barnapole 1-814 QM GROUP* 3-315,3-318,D-28

Black Oak LED 3-2053
RBL Products/3D/Appearance 
Technology Group 3-1239

BoatHowTo 1-116 Revatek 1-204
Brownell Boat Stands & 
Equipment* 3-610 Reverso* 3-607
Burnewiin* 3-850 ROSWELL MARINE* 3-345,9124,9125
Chomarat North America 3-1334 Scanstrut* 3-2018
Coastal Offshore X-Cellence* 1-122 Schmitt Marine* 3-1905
Cormark International* 1-1004 SeaDek* 3-1633
CTM Marine* 3-310 Seaview* 2-231
Diab 3-1034 SeaWide Distribution* 3-1833
Docked* 1-1119 Sensar Marine* 3-2032
Dockmate* 1-120 Shakespeare* 3-1102
Dometic Marine* 3-1301,D-10,D-11 SHINING 3D Technology Inc. 1-209
ElectroSea* 3-2033 SHOXS and Fireboy* 3-434
ELETTROMEDIA CORPORATION* 3-431,9127,D-22 Silinol USA Inc 1-813
ePropulsion* 1-300,D-26a Siren Marine* 3-1511
FLEX Power Tools 1-905 SleekTEAK Marine* 3-343
Flexiteek* 3-616 Solid State Marine* 1-205
Flow-Rite Controls* 3-952 Southco Inc.* 3-1516
Flushmaster* 1-501 Spectrum Color / Boat Broke* 2-330
FROSTBOX 1-507 Springfield Marine* 3-1421
FT WIND SENSORS 2-300 Sunbrella* 3-1904
Garmin USA* 3-2019 SurfaceLiner LLC 1-217
Gemlux* 3-1122 Swede Marine 1-210
GOST* 3-1752 Syntec Industries* 3-1119
HELLA Marine* Showroom #2 TACO Marine* 3-1629
Honda Marine* 3-829,D-21,D-

24,D-25a Teak Isle Mfg.* 3-819
Ilmor* 1-125 T-H Marine Supplies* 3-301,3-401
ITC* 3-710 TIDES MARINE, INC.* 3-813
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Lippert* 3-701 TK Marine and Fabrication 2-215
Liquid Lumens* 3-326 Viam 1-1010
Lithionics 1-312 Vista Mfg. Inc.* 3-515
LocMarine Boat Monitoring* 3-2136 Wakulla Marine Inc.* 3-2311
LOOKOUT* 3-2041 West Marine Pro* 3-1011

Magic Buoy* 3-1848
Wet Sounds Inc.* 3-1539,9121,9122,D-

23,D-8
Medallion Instrumentation 
Systems*

3-1851,D-20a,D-
21b Wise/CURV 2-308

Mercury Marine* 3-1501,D-9 Yacht Logic 1-611
Mirka 3-1451 YachtWave* 3-916
Modus* 3-2112,9117 Yamaha Motor Corporation* 1-301,3-1109,9110
Mustang Survival 3-1717
Navico Group* 3-1601,D-12,D-6 *NMMA Member
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About the International BoatBuilders’ Exhibition & Conference (IBEX):

IBEX, Where Better Boats Begin (www.ibexshow.com), is the marine industry's largest technical trade event in North America. IBEX is owned and produced by 

the National Marine Manufacturers Association (www.nmma.org) and RAI Amsterdam (www.rai.nl). The 2025 IBEX is scheduled to take place at the Tampa 

Convention Center, October 7 - 9, in Tampa, FL USA. For more information, please visit www.ibexshow.com.
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