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A Note from our Festival Director
From April 8 to 21 at TIFF Bell Lightbox, the TIFF Kids International Film Festival™ brings 
the world of cinema to Toronto’s young audiences along with an exciting lineup of 
filmmakers, guests, interactive activities, and films created by young people.

Celebrating seventeen years of the best in children’s cinema from around the world, the 
TIFF Kids School Programme offers a diverse selection of documentary, feature-length, 
and short-film programmes that foster creativity, develop media literacy skills, and 
encourage critical thinking. 

A field trip to TIFF Kids offers:

An easy booking process. Grade recommendations will guide educators in 
selecting screenings for their students. Films are scheduled to allow teachers to 
easily plan a full-day field trip by attending two films, or one film and a guided tour 
of our interactive new-media playground, digiPlaySpace™.

Educator resources created in consultation with education experts to connect 
the films screened at TIFF Kids with Ontario Ministry of Education curriculum.

Access to filmmakers and experts on subject matter. Whenever possible, TIFF Kids 
includes post-screening discussions with filmmakers and special guests to further 
explore a film’s ideas, themes, storytelling techniques, and more.

At TIFF Kids, real and fictional stories come to life on screen, offering students the 
opportunity to see the world through the lens of other young people’s hopes, dreams, 
and challenges—and to learn something new about themselves in the experience.

We look forward to seeing you and your students at this year’s Festival!

Elizabeth Muskala 
Director, TIFF Kids
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Attending the TIFF Kids International Film Festival
Prices
Film tickets: $8/person

Make it a Combo! 

Pair a TIFF Kids Film with a visit to digiPlaySpace: $12/person

NOTE: One complimentary supervisor ticket 
will be issued for every 15 paid admissions. 

All prices include HST. Prices are subject to service fees. 

TIFF prefers Visa.  

How to make a school booking

Online:   tiff.net/kids

Phone:  416-599-TIFF or 
    1-888-599-8433 

10am – 7pm daily

In Person:  Steve & Rashmi Gupta Box Office 
TIFF Bell Lightbox 
10am – 10pm daily 

Please email learning@tiff.net for more information.

Payment options include all major credit cards, or school 
cheque. 

Tickets for the school programme are issued at the  
Steve & Rashmi Gupta Box Office on the day of your visit. 
Teachers and/or supervisors are responsible for checking in 
with the box office prior to the screening’s scheduled start time. 
Teachers/supervisors are responsible for distributing tickets to 
their students. Please note that all screenings must begin on 
time; teachers should allot extra time for ticket pickup.

Address:             TIFF Bell Lightbox 
Reitman Square 
350 King Street West 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5V 3X5

Lunch
Lunch space can be reserved 
in advance for classes booked 
for more than one activity or 
screening at TIFF Kids. Space is 
limited. Please submit requests 
to learning@tiff.net.

Acquiring Financial 
Assistance
The TIFF Pocket Fund is a 
subsidy initiative created to 
ensure that children from 
all circumstances have the 
opportunity to enjoy the 
educational and cultural 
experiences offered by TIFF.  

For application information, 
contact learning@tiff.net  
or visit tiff.net/pocketfund.

TIFF gratefully acknowledges the  

Slaight Family Foundation, the  

Toronto Port Authority, and the many 

other philanthropic donors who have 

donated gifts to the TIFF Kids International 

Film Festival, and to our youth learning  

and outreach programmes.
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Teachers and Supervisors
All teachers and/or supervisors will receive a supervisor badge 
upon arrival at TIFF Bell Lightbox. Please wear the badge at all 
times and ensure it is returned to the theatre staff before you leave.

Supervisors are responsible for: 

•	 Ensuring appropriate conduct from students

•	 Monitoring students' whereabouts at all times

•	 Monitoring students who leave the premises  
individually or in groups

•	  Ensuring students are never unaccompanied or 
unsupervised while on the premises

•	  Notifying the box office at 416-599-TIFF in the event  
of an emergency or potential late arrival 

At no time can a TIFF Volunteer or staff member take on 
the responsibilities of a school supervisor. While the TIFF 
team will ensure that both students and supervisors have 
a pleasant experience, Volunteers cannot supervise groups 
or individual students at any time, nor can they under any 
circumstances be left alone with a student (e.g., escorting 
students to the washroom).

Any additional questions can be directed to learning@tiff.net.

Preview Screenings
TIFF provides the opportunity for 
teachers to pre-screen films that 
are playing at TIFF Kids.

Teachers who are booking 
screenings can reserve a  
viewing station by emailing 
learning@tiff.net. This is a 
complimentary service provided 
by TIFF. Viewing stations are 
reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis.

 
 Preview times:

Wednesday, March 12    12pm – 4pm

Wednesday, March 19    3pm – 7pm

 Please indicate in your email the 
date and time you would like to 
reserve a viewing station.
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And the award goes to… 
As part of our commitment to engage children and youth 
in critical discussion of films, TIFF Kids juries and audience 
awards provide a forum in which our youngest audiences’ 
voices can be heard. 

TIFF Kids Awards
There are two feature-film juries representing two different age 
groups: Jury 1 for students aged 8 – 10; and Jury 2 for ages 11 – 13. 
Each jury selects a winning feature film. Additionally, one jury for 
students aged 9 – 13 selects a winning short film.

The TIFF Kids Young People's Juries Contest has closed for 2014.  
Please check back in Fall 2014 for contest details for the 2015  
TIFF Kids International Film Festival.

Jump Cuts Young Filmmakers Showcase
Jump Cuts presents short films created for young people by 
young people. This exciting event gathers the best work by 
Ontario students in grades 4 – 8, highlighting their creativity, 
originality, and unique vision. 

All entries must be received no later than 5pm on February 28, 
2014. To submit your film, please visit tiff.net/jumpcuts.

All Jump Cuts school screenings will be followed by a Q&A 
session with the filmmakers. Prizes for the top films are 
announced at the public awards ceremony on Saturday, April 19.

TIFF gratefully acknowledges the bursary donation of RBC.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

The 2014 Jump Cuts Prizes
TVOKids Choice Award  
for Grades 4 – 6 

The Frederick Simpson Award 
 for Best Film, Grades 4 – 6 

The Veronica Herman Award 
 for Best Film, Grades 7 – 8

The Frederick Simpson and Veronica Herman Awards  
are generously supported by Garrett Herman.

2014 Jump Cuts Young  
Filmmakers Showcase  
School Screenings

 Grades 4–6 
April 17,  10:15am 

Grades 7–8 
April 17, 12:15pm 
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How to get to TIFF Bell Lightbox

By TTC
TIFF Bell Lightbox is a short walk west of St. Andrew subway 
station, on the northwest corner of King and John Streets. 
The King streetcar runs both east and west and stops at John 
Street in front of TIFF Bell Lightbox. Please check in with a TIFF 
representative, who will greet you outside the building.

By school bus  
TIFF Bell Lightbox is located at Reitman Square on the northwest 
corner of King and John Streets (350 King Street West).

Parking Garage
A parking garage is located off of 
Widmer Street (the first street 
west of TIFF Bell Lightbox).

Cost: 

$12/day
(Rates are subject to change. TIFF does 
not own or operate the parking facility.)

Note:  
School buses are not permitted 
in the parking garage. 

Please see the School Bus 
Parking Information on page 6.

From the Gardiner 
Expressway eastbound:
• Take the Spadina Avenue exit
• Turn left onto Lower Spadina Avenue
• Turn right onto Adelaide Street West
• Turn right onto John Street

• Turn right onto King Street West

From 401 westbound:
• Take the 404 exit 
• Keep left and follow signs for Don         
   Valley Parkway South/Downtown
• Merge onto the Don Valley Parkway South
• Take the Gardiner Expressway west
• Take the Spadina Avenue exit
• Turn right onto Spadina Avenue
• Turn right onto Adelaide Street West
• Turn right onto John Street
• Turn right onto King Street West

Please have your students remain seated on the bus and a  
TIFF representative will meet you.
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School Bus Parking Information
Bus Parking at TIFF Bell Lightbox
All buses and specifically designated vehicles can unload  
students at the front doors of TIFF Bell Lightbox at 350 King 
Street West, on the northwest corner of King and John Streets. 
Buses can return to the appropriate location no earlier than 20 
minutes before the scheduled pickup time.

Please inform TIFF staff in advance if you have a student who 
requires assistance (e.g., access to an elevator), by emailing 
learning@tiff.net.

Buses can find parking on the following streets:

• Simcoe Street: 
west side between Richmond Street and Pearl Street.

• Adelaide Street West: 
south side between Peter Street and University Avenue.

• Richmond Street West:  
north side between Peter Street and University Avenue.

• Duncan Street:  
between Richmond Street and King Street.

• Peter Street:  
between Richmond Street and King Street.

• King Street West:  
on the south side between John Street and Simcoe Street. 

The following conditions apply 
to all buses parking in specially 
designated parking spaces:

• Bus drivers must remain with
their vehicles at all times.

• Parking is not allowed in posted
“No Stopping” or “No 
Standing” zones.

• Parking is not allowed within 40
feet of an intersection.

• No parking is allowed between
the hours of 7am – 9:30am, 
and 3pm – 6:30pm.

• No vehicle can be double-parked.
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Reading this guide

 

Films with Readers
All non-English-language films are 
presented in their original lan-
guage with English subtitles un-
less otherwise indicated. At some 
screenings, subtitles are read 
aloud by an experienced reader.

Look for this Reader icon indicating 
when subtitles are read aloud by an 
experienced reader.

TIFF Kids  
Festival Favourites
Enjoy top selections from past 
TIFF Kids International Film  
Festivals! Look for this icon  
designating TIFF Kids Favourites 
and get a second chance to see 
recent classics.

FES
TIVAL

FAVOURIT
ES

Grade Recommendations

All programmes are listed with grade recommendations; 
content advisories are noted where necessary. These recom-
mendations are based on our experience and knowledge, but 
we recognize that children respond to films in different ways. 
We leave the final decision to you. We encourage you to choose 
the films you feel are most suitable for your class, and to take 
advantage of our preview screenings.

Special Guests
At TIFF Kids, we encourage dialogue about issues that are 
important to students. Special guests will introduce films and 
be available for question-and-answer sessions following select 
screenings. Please inquire upon booking.

Visit tiff.net/kids for updates on our guests for 2014.
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 TIFF Kids digiPlaySpace is an interactive exhibition and  
playground located on the ground floor of TIFF Bell Lightbox. 
Now in its third year, digiPlaySpace is bigger and better than 
ever: it features new installations, learning-centric games, mobile 
apps, creative tools, and production activities, all designed by 
acclaimed children’s artists from around the world.  
 
digiPlaySpace is designed to promote students’ critical thinking 
and creative problem-solving, while supporting accessibility and  
different learning styles. 

Featured Installations

Water Light Graffiti 
Artist: Antonin Fourneau
Grab a brush and paint your own masterpiece... with water! This 
large-scale interactive installation is made up of thousands of 
LEDs that shine brightly when you touch them with water.

Halo 
Artists: Alex Beim, Travis Kirton
Wave, run, jump, act, play, and dance your way through this large-
scale, light-based interactive installation.

PaperDude VR 
Artist: Globacore
Hop on your bike, strap on your virtual-reality headset, and get 
ready to pedal along your paper route in this immersive homage 
to the classic retro videogame Paperboy!

 
Classes will be guided through the digiPlaySpace in a one-hour 
tour. Tours are available in French or English. 

Grade-appropriate learning opportunities and curriculum  
connections will be highlighted at each activity. Educators 
can access learning resources to continue the learning in the 
classroom.

Supported Curriculum: science, social studies, math, language, the arts.

digiPlaySpace: Adventures in Interactive Learning

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Tickets for 
digiPlaySpace 

$8 without paid film admission  
$4*with paid film admission 

*Subject to availability at time of booking. 
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TIFF KIDS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2014  FEATURES

Antboy 

dir. Ask Hasselbalch  
Denmark, 2013 | 77 min. | Danish w/ English subtitles 
 

Friday, April 11  12:45pm

Monday, April 14  10:15am 

Twelve-year-old Pelle leads a dreadfully dull life in his small Danish 
town, until a bite from a very special ant endows him with incredible 
powers. With the aid of his nerdy, comic book–obsessed classmate 
Wilhelm, he adopts the cape and cowl of a new, headline-grabbing 
superhero: Antboy! But, as Pelle soon discovers, with great power 
comes great responsibility—and when a villain named Flea begins 
to terrorize his town, he must mature into a new and extraordinary 
role. Will he realize in time that sometimes your uniqueness is 
your greatest strength?

Themes:  
Science, friendship, bullying, perseverance 

Content Advisory:  
Minor language, physical violence, bullying

Themes:  
Family, survival, perseverance, adaptation  

Content Advisory:  
Frightening scenes (children chased by ill-intentioned adults)

The Boxcar Children
dirs. Dan Chuba, Mark Dippé  
USA, 2013 | 83 min. | English 
 

Wednesday, April 9  10:15am  

Friday, April 11  10am 

Based on the classic series of 1920s children’s books by Gertrude 
Chandler Warner, The Boxcar Children tells the story of the four 
Alden siblings—Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny—who take to the 
road after they are orphaned. Arriving in a sleepy town one rainy 
night in search of shelter and food, the children happen upon an 
abandoned boxcar, which, with a little creativity and hard work, 
they gradually furnish with all the comforts of home. Fearful that 
they will be sent to live with the reputedly cruel grandfather they 
have never met, the children keep their new home a secret—until 
a serious illness forces them to reveal themselves in order to save 
young Violet.
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TIFF KIDS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2014  FEATURES

Knight Rusty  
Ritter Rost  
dir. Thomas Bodenstein  
Germany, 2013 | 85 min. | English 
 

Tuesday, April 8  10am 

Wednesday, April 16  12:30pm 

Sure, there are knights and flying dragons in the magical kingdom 
of Scrapland, but what makes its population even more special is 
the scrap metal! In this world of recycled machines, horses have 
engines like motorbikes, and even screwdrivers have minds of 
their own! When his horse’s engine breaks down just before the 
big jousting tournament, the self-absorbed Rusty trades his best 
friend Bo’s prized sewing machine for a new engine. To everyone’s 
shock, Rusty wins the tournament and is knighted—but when it is 
discovered that his engine was stolen, he sets out on an incredible 
adventure to not only prove his innocence, but regain the trust of 
his best friend.

Themes:  
Recycling, friendship, creative problem-solving 

Content Advisory:  
Minor comedic violence (pushing, shoving, chasing, falling),  
characters held against their will 

Finn 
dir. Frans Weisz  
Netherlands, 2013 | 90 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles 
 

Tuesday, April 8  9:45am 

Friday, April 11  12pm 

Still mourning the death of his mother, gentle nine-year-old Finn 
also has to struggle with his father’s insistence that he be like all the 
other boys and play soccer, despite the fact that he has no interest 
in the sport. When Finn meets a mysterious old man at an aban-
doned farm and hears him play the violin, he is entranced by the 
beauty of the music. He is determined to learn how to play the  
instrument, and sneaks away for lessons while his father believes he’s 
at soccer practice. Finding comfort and strength in his music, and the 
visions of his mother that it evokes, Finn seems to have found his  
calling—but will his father ever accept his newfound passion?

Themes:  
Music, pursuing your dreams, family, forgiveness, self-acceptance 

Content Advisory:  
Religious references, discussion of parental and child death, grief, family 
breakup/divorce, consumption of alcohol, bullying, lewd gesture,  
visions of the deceased
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TIFF KIDS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2014  FEATURES

I Swan 
dir. Kong Sheng  
China, 2012 | 98 min. | Mandarin w/ English Subtitles 
 

Tuesday, April 8  12:30pm  

Monday, April 14  10:15am

Following the death of her mother, young Holly is unable to speak. 
Hoping that she’ll recover when reunited with her father, Holly’s 
grandparents arrange for her to join him at the wind farm where 
he works. While exploring, she encounters a wounded swan that 
she names Snowy, and with her dad’s support begins to nurse it 
back to health, regaining her voice along the way. However, Holly 
soon discovers that due to widespread trafficking, swans have 
been declared protected animals in China and it is illegal to care 
for them in private homes. As she tries to keep Snowy safe until 
he’s well enough to join his friends for the annual migration, their 
unlikely friendship becomes a journey of healing and perseverance... 
with a little crime-fighting along the way!

Themes:  
Friendship, animal protection, family, perseverance 

Content Advisory:  
Discussion of parental death, limited strong language, smoking,  
limited physical violence (punching, kicking)

Themes:  
Hard work, punctuality, understanding 

Content Advisory:  
Comedic threats of physical violence, children play-fighting,  
consumption of alcohol, intoxication

Le Coq de St-Victor  
dir. Pierre Greco 
Canada, 2014 | 78 min. | French, no English subtitles
 

Wednesday  April 9  12pm

Wednesday  April 16  10am 

Every morning at precisely four o’clock, the rooster of Saint-Victor 
awakens the citizenry with his ear-splitting crow. Convinced that 
the village owes its orderliness and economic prosperity to the 
early bird, the mayor steadfastly defends the rooster’s pain-in-
the-neck punctuality against the protests of the sleep-deprived 
citizens. Tired of being so early to rise, some of the villagers seize 
an opportunity to force the rooster to fly the coop—but as idleness 
soon takes hold in the absence of the bird’s daily wake-up call, the 
hamlet takes a turn for the worse. Realizing that their fortunes are 
founded on the fowl, a group of townspeople embarks on an epic 
(and hilarious) journey to restore the rooster to his rightful place. 
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Themes:  
Geography, animal protection, the environment  

Content Advisory:  
Animal hunting, death, procreation

African Safari  
dir. Ben Stassen 
Belgium, 2013 | 85 min. | English

Thursday, April 10  12pm 

Tuesday, April 15  9:45am

Following animal behaviourist Kevin Richardson (a.k.a. “The Lion 
Whisperer”) and Kenyan film producer Mara Douglas-Hamilton 
 as they travel on land and by hot-air balloon from the Namibian 
desert to Mt. Kilimanjaro, African Safari captures the incredible 
beauty of the African landscape and unforgettable views of animals 
in their natural habitat. Using 3D technology to bring cheetahs, 
elephants, and lions to astonishingly vivid life on screen, the film 
offers a vital lesson in environmental preservation and animal 
protection while transporting audiences to rarely seen corners of 
the continent entirely uninhabited by humans.

Zip & Zap and the Marble Gang 
Zipi y Zape y el club de la canica  

dir. Óskar Santos  
Spain, 2013 | 92 min. | Spanish w/ English subtitles
 

Thursday, April 10  12:15pm

Thursday, April 17  12:30pm

Mischief-loving twin brothers Zip & Zap, the classic Spanish 
comic-book characters, now come to life for their first big-screen 
adventure. It’s the beginning of summer vacation, but Zip and 
Zap have been shipped off to a sinister-looking boarding school 
as punishment for their antics. Rebelling against the malevolent 
headmaster’s harsh and unfair discipline, the brothers and their 
friends Filo, Micro and Matilde dub themselves “the Marble Gang” 
and defy the headmaster’s authoritarian regime with a series of 
daring pranks. But when the gang stumbles across an exciting 
secret during one of their clandestine outings, they soon find them-
selves in a race to uncover a long-lost treasure, and to restore a fun 
and imaginative learning environment for their fellow students.

Themes:  
Friendship, fairness, problem-solving 

Content Advisory:  
Some lewd language, suggestion of physical violence, bullying,  
consumption of alcohol, intoxication 
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Themes:  
Bullying, decision-making, friendship 

Content Advisory:  
Verbal bullying/strong language, physical bullying/violence, visible 
physical injuries, genitals caught in zipper (unseen, comedic)

The Tough Guys 
De tøffeste gutta 
dir. Christian Lo 
Norway, 2013 | 74 min. | Norwegian w/ English subtitles
 

Wednesday, April 9  10am 

Tuesday, April 15  10am 

Eleven-year-old Modulf gets bullied every day at school, but he 
wouldn’t have it any other way: considering himself a modern-day 
superhero, he believes that he is protecting his fellow students 
by attracting all the bullies’ attention. Lise, the new girl at school, 
soon learns of Modulf’s self-imposed responsibility and decides 
that the bullies should be brought to justice. But when the pair 
finds themselves in some serious trouble, Modulf is forced to 
choose between being a superhero, or a good friend.

Side by Side 
dir. Arthur Landon   
United Kingdom, 2013 | 105 min. | English 
 

Friday, April 11  9:45am 

Monday, April 14  12pm 

Talented athlete Lauren and her younger brother Harvey risk 
being separated when their grandmother, who is also their legal 
guardian, falls ill. After Lauren is pressured into enrolling in a  
prestigious sports training programme, Harvey runs away to  
Scotland, hoping to find the grandfather the siblings have never 
met. Sensing that the adults in their lives may not have their  
best interests at heart, Lauren takes off after Harvey, and the  
two embark on an unforgettable journey. Taking place against  
beautiful English and Scottish landscapes, Side by Side is a  
heartfelt adventure that celebrates loyalty, perseverance, and  
the bond between siblings.

Themes:  
Family, sports, art, self-acceptance, perseverance 

Content Advisory:  
Limited strong language, mild violence (pushing and shoving),  
discussion of deceased parents, physical injury/broken bones 
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Themes:  
Education, perseverance, international perspectives 

On the Way to School 
Sur le chemin de l’école  
dir. Pascal Plisson 
France, 2013 | 75 min. | French w/ English subtitles
 

Wednesday, April 9  9:45am 

Wednesday, April 16  12:15pm 

In many parts of the world, getting to school is a challenge in 
itself, and this globetrotting documentary shows us what some 
young people must face simply to make it to the classroom.  
In Kenya, Jackson and his sister cross paths with dangerous  
elephants; in Patagonia, Carlito and his little sister ride a horse 
over 18 kilometres each way through treacherous terrain; in 
Morocco, Zahira and her friends trek across mountains and even 
resort to hitchhiking to get to class on time; and in India, Samuel 
is pushed through swamplands in a homemade wheelchair by his 
younger brothers. Touching and inspiring, On the Way to School 
celebrates the strength, determination, and courage of these 
young students willing to brave great obstacles in order to pursue 
their education.

Giraffada 
dir. Rani Massalha  
France/Germany/Italy/Palestine, 2013 |  
85 min. | English, Arabic, Hebrew w/ English subtitles 
 

Tuesday, April 8  12:45pm 

Monday, April 14  10am  

Ziad, a ten-year-old boy living in the West Bank, is so enamoured 
of the two giraffes at the Qalqilya Zoo that he can communicate 
with them. Ziad enjoys helping his recently widowed father, Yacine, 
a veterinarian who works hard to protect the zoo as a haven for 
animals and for the local children who play and learn there.  
When one of Ziad’s beloved giraffes is lost in an airstrike, Yacine  
is determined to bring in a new mate from the Ramat Gan safari 
park in Israel. Inspired by a true story, Giraffada beautifully  
illustrates the bond that can grow between children and animals, 
while raising important questions about social justice and the 
tragic toll of political conflict.Themes:  

Social justice, family, animals, cooperation 

Content Advisory:  
Animal death (unseen), romantic relationship between adults,  
consumption of alcohol, political unrest, effects of an airstrike
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Themes:  
Newcomers, language, diversity, acceptance  

Content Advisory:  
Discussion of familial violence, verbally aggressive behaviour

School of Babel 
La Cour de Babel 
dir. Julie Bertuccelli 
France, 2013 | 89 min. | French w/ English subtitles

 

Tuesday, April 8  10am 

Thursday, April 10  9:45am 

Tuesday, April 15  12:15pm   

Shot over one school year at La Grange-aux-Belles secondary school 
in Paris’ 10th arrondissement, this inspiring documentary follows 
young newcomers to France as they try to adapt to life in their new 
country. Attending a reception class where they learn French before 
joining the fluent French-speakers, the newly arrived students—who 
range in age from eleven to fifteen and hail from countries including 
Ireland, Serbia, Ukraine, China, Brazil, Tunisia, and Senegal—must 
not only struggle with the complexities of a new language but also 
deal with homesickness, familial responsibilities, and memories 
of difficult lives back home. Nevertheless, through patience, 
encouragement, and a documentary project, teacher Brigitte 
Cervoni shows her students (and the audience) that language is not 
a barrier to friendship and mutual respect. 

Themes:  
Music, perseverance, forgiveness, community-building 

Content Advisory:  
Consumption of alcohol, alcoholism discussed, parental death  
discussed, religious references, mild language, bullying, gun seen  
in flashback sequence

Felix 
dir. Roberta Durrant 
South Africa, 2013 | 97 min. | English, Xhosa, Afrikaans w/ English subtitles
 

Wednesday, April 9  12:15pm 

Wednesday, April 16  9:45am  

Fourteen-year-old Felix dreams of becoming a professional jazz 
musician like his late father, but his mother does not support her 
son’s passion. When Felix earns a scholarship to a prestigious 
private school, he is bullied by some of his classmates and looks 
to music for comfort. Desperate to play in the school’s jazz  
concert, he seeks out the aid of his father’s former bandmate  
Bra Joe and quickly excels on the saxophone—until his mother 
finds out and forbids Felix from seeing Joe or playing the  
saxophone ever again. Will Felix win his mother over, or is he  
destined to live his life without music?
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The Contest 
MGP Missionen 

dir. Martin Miehe-Renard  
Denmark, 2012 | 95 min. | Danish w/ English subtitles 
 

Tuesday, April 8  12:15pm 

Thursday, April 17  10am 

When young Karl moves to Copenhagen from his small village in 
the Danish countryside, he finds it hard to adjust to the diversity 
and hectic pace of city life. Luckily, he’s soon taken under the wing 
of his new classmate Sawsan, a talented singer who helps him 
navigate the social order at school and in the city. When Sawsan 
auditions for the country’s biggest TV singing competition and 
scores a spot on the show’s finale, her dreams are quickly dashed 
by her parents, who want her to concentrate on her studies and 
refuse to let her participate. Determined that Sawsan not miss 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, Karl hatches a plan to get 
her to the finale, leading to an epic journey that teaches the two 
friends the importance of embracing their differences and the 
unique qualities they each possess.

Themes:  
Immigration, friendship, acceptance, following your dreams, reality TV 

Content Advisory:  
Strong language, prejudicial comments, cultural stereotypes (overcome 
throughout the film)

Windstorm 
Ostwind 
dir. Katja von Garnier  
Germany, 2013 | 103 min. | German w/ English subtitles 
 

Wednesday, April 9  10am  

Thursday, April 17  12:15pm 

Although smart and independent, rebellious teen Mika is a 
chronic underachiever convinced that she isn’t good at anything. 
Unwilling to deal with her problems, Mika’s parents send her to 
spend the summer with her strict grandmother, a former Olympic 
equestrian who now runs a prestigious riding school. Exploring 
the stables one day, Mika encounters a beautiful but fearsome 
stallion named Windstorm, whom even the school’s best riders 
are unable to tame. Against all odds, Mika forms a bond with the 
spirited steed and discovers that she has a unique talent for com-
municating with horses. But when her grandmother threatens 
to get rid of Windstorm due to his unpredictable and dangerous 
behaviour, Mika must risk all to save her new friend.

Themes:  
Animals, self-discovery, forgiveness, generational bonds 

Content Advisory:  
Limited strong language, violent animal behaviour, injured humans
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Regret! 
Spijt!  

dir. Dave Schram  
Netherlands, 2013 | 95 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles
 

Thursday, April 10  12:15pm 

Tuesday, April 15  10:15am 

Things aren’t easy for Jochem. Taunted and tormented at every 
turn by his peers, the teenager lives a waking nightmare each day 
at school. His fellow classmates David and Vera are sympathetic 
to his plight, but are too scared to stand up to the bullies for fear 
of reprisal. When Jochem doesn’t show up for school the day after 
a party, the guilt-ridden David and Vera help with the search for 
their missing friend—but will it be too late for them to say “I’m 
sorry”?  Based on the book by popular Dutch author Carry Slee, 
Regret! is a realistic story of the devastating consequences that can 
result if young people don’t stand up and speak out against bullying.

Due to the serious and difficult themes addressed by this film, a 
subject-matter expert will be present for all school screenings.

Themes:  
Bullying, depression, strength of character, finding one’s voice 

Content Advisory:  
Language, physical violence, intense bullying, consumption of alcohol, 
suicide 
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Themes: 
Teamwork, friendship, creativity, cooperation 

Content Advisory:  
Pretend magic

A Purrfect Pair 
dir. Gwyneth Christoffel | Canada, 2013 | 3 min. | No dialogue 

Cats and dogs aren’t supposed to get along, but what happens if they 
give friendship a chance? 
 

Twins in Bakery
dir. Mari Miyazawa | Japan, 2013 | 5 min. | English

Once a bakery closes for the evening, a pair of creative twins helps 
bring the delicious baked goods to life. 
 

The Magic Ferret 
dir. Alison Parker | Canada, 2013 | 12 min. | English 

Six-year-old Sam and his pet ferret Booger work together to put on a 
life-changing magic show.  
 

Lemonade in Winter 
dirs. Paul Gagne, Melissa Ellard, David Trexler | USA, 2013 | 12 min. | English

In this adaptation of the popular children’s book, Pauline and her little 
brother John-John work together to make their unseasonable lemon-
ade stand into a success.  
 

The Numberlys
dirs. William Joyce, Brandon Oldenburg | USA, 2013 | 11 min. | English 

Friends 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 live in a world where there is no alphabet, only 
numbers. Wanting something different from their orderly, black-and-
white existence, they set out to devise a new way to communicate—
and despite a series of mishaps along the way, they soon manage to 
change their world forever. 
 

Unimagined Friends
dir. Sascha Altschuler | Denmark, 2014 | 7 min. | English

Carl knows that he’d be a great imaginary friend—the problem is that 
no one’s imagined him yet. Is he destined to be alone forever?  
 

Snail’s Pace
Il Passo della Lumaca
dir. Daniele Suraci | Italy, 2013 | 6 min. | Italian w/ English subtitles

While playing with a snail that slowly moves along a hat shop’s  
window display, seven-year-old Jaime sees eight-year-old Matilda on 
the street outside, and devises a series of silly antics to make her smile.

Better Together
 

Wednesday, April 9  12:45pm     

Wednesday, April 16  10:15am      

Whether facing a challenge, playing a game, 
or dreaming up a new invention, two heads 
are always better than one! This collection of 
short films shows how cooperation, creativity 
and fun are the keys to successful teamwork.

The Magic Ferret
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Themes: 
Courage, hope, family  

Content Advisory:  
Discussions of death and divorce, brief scene of parent smoking,  
person detained by police

Bahar in Wonderland 
Bahar im Wunderland 
dir. Behrooz Karamizade | Germany, 2013 | 16 min. | Kurdish w/ English subtitles

 
Young Bahar is surrounded by danger as she and her father try to 
make their way from Syria to Germany, but she believes she has 
found her own unique way to defend herself and fight her fears. 
 

Fatima 
dir. Naima Mohamud | Finland, 2013 | 20 min. | Finnish w/ English subtitles

 
When nine-year-old Fatima accidentally overhears her parents 
talking about divorce, she is devastated. Together with her best 
friend Milla, she comes up with a plan to make her parents fall in love 
again—but how far is she willing to go to keep them together? 
 

Anouar and the Moon 
De maan van Anouar 
dir. Michiel van Jaarsveld | Netherlands, 2013 | 25 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles

 
When his mother retreats to her bedroom after receiving terrible 
news, Anouar tries to keep his younger sister Sahar distracted with 
stories about the stars and the moon. When Sahar gets very upset 
upon learning that the moon has to stay in the sky, Anouar realizes 
that the only way to comfort her is to grab the moon out of the sky 
and deliver it to her. Against all odds, he succeeds—but he could 
never have predicted what happens next.

Courageous Dreamers
Friday, April 11  10:15am  

Wednesday, April 16  10am 

In the face of adversity, young people can 
actually be role models to adults, showing 
strength, leadership and empathy well beyond 
their years. The courageous protagonists in 
this collection of shorts offer a stirring  
reminder that hope can make a difference.

A subject-matter expert will be present after all 
school screenings to discuss the themes and  
content of the films. 

Fatima

FES
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Themes: 
Bullying, prejudice, equity  

Content Advisory:  
 Absent parent, discussion of bullying and prejudice

The Orphan and the Polar Bear  

dir. Neil Christopher | Canada, 2013 | 8 min. | English 

 
A polar bear encounters a child that has been left behind by his 
family, and teaches him crucial survival skills. 
 

Shame and Glasses 
dir. Alessandro Riconda | Italy, 2013 | 7 min. | No dialogue

 
Fearing ridicule from the girl he likes, a young boy refuses to put on 
his glasses and has to struggle to complete a class test that he can 
barely read—but when the test is over, he receives a big surprise. 
 

It Matters: The Name Game  
dir. Daniel Bourré | Canada, 2014 | 1 min. | English

 
In this episode from the TVOKids series It Matters—which uses a 
cast of animated fruits to re-enact kids’ real-life stories of bullying—
Banafsha tells of how she was bullied because of her name. 
 

A Different Tree 
dir. Steven Caple, Jr. | USA, 2013 | 15 min. | English

 
Eight-year-old Pearl longs to meet her father so she can complete her 
family-tree assignment for class, but she soon realizes that not all 
trees need to look the same. 
 

It Matters: Gossip and Lies  
dir. Daniel Bourré | Canada 2014 | 1 min. | English

 
In this episode of It Matters, Atshani shares how she was affected by  
bullies spreading lies about her at school. 
 

Ravi & Jane 

dir. Stuart O’Rourke | Australia, 2013 | 14 min. | English, Tamil w/ English subtitles

 
Recently arrived in Australia as a newcomer from Sri Lanka, ten-year-
old Ravi is shy on his first day at school, but is soon befriended by his 
classmate Jane. The two become inseparable friends, but can their 
bond persist in the face of events beyond their control?  
 

It Matters: The Lonely Bully  
dir. Daniel Bourré | Canada, 2014 | 1 min. | English

 
Mina tells the true story of how she turned a bully into a friend.  
 

Hear This!  
Moet je horen! 
dir. Soulaima El Khaldi | Netherlands, 2013 | 15 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles

 
Tristan’s father is a great soccer player and wants to coach his son’s 
team. But when the league says that his hearing impairment will 
prevent him from being a good coach, Tristan must fight to make sure 
that his father gets a fair chance. 

I Am Me
Thursday, April 10  10:15am  

Monday, April 14  12:15pm 

Tuesday, April 15  12:30pm  

Thursday, April 17  12:45pm

Celebrating differences among friends and 
family can teach us about new cultures,  
traditions and ways of life, but unfortunately 
there are some who are reluctant to accept 
the unfamiliar. In this collection of short films, 
the protagonists demonstrate that even in 
the face of bullying or inequity, accepting 
yourself is the most important thing.

Ravi & Jane
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Themes: 
Social justice, change, strength, overcoming loneliness, bullying 

Content Advisory:  
Bullying, discussion of war and parental death (documentary), 
divorce due to adultery, adults kissing, child injures his hand  
(minimal visible blood), limited strong and derogatory language

The Dam Keeper 
dirs. Dice Tsutsumi, Robert Kondo | USA, 2013 | 18 min. | English 

 
In a smog-filled region, a small town’s only protection is a large 
windmill dam that acts as a fan to keep out pollution. The dam’s 
operator, Pig, works tirelessly to keep the sails spinning, despite 
bullying from his classmates. But when a new student joins Pig’s 
class, he is faced with a decision that could change the town forever. 
 

Layla’s Melody  
Laylas melodi 
dir. Jens Pedersen | Denmark, 2013 | 16 min. | Pashto w/ English subtitles

 
Sent from her rural home to live in an orphanage in Kabul, eleven-
year-old Layla hasn’t seen her family in four years. While she misses 
them desperately, she knows that she would not be able to attend 
school or study the music she loves if she had remained in her village. 
Layla is thrilled when she finds out that her mother is coming to 
visit—but she also fears what it will mean for her future.  
 

To the Bone 
dir. Erin Li | USA, 2012 | 8 min. | Spanish, English w/ English Subtitles

 
Working alongside her father and brother as a migrant farmworker, 
Valencia becomes more and more angered by her family’s 
exploitative treatment at the hands of their employer—so when a 
government inspector visits the farm, she decides to take matters 
into her own hands. 
 

Anything Goes 
Alles Mag 
dir. Steven Wouterlood | Netherlands, 2014 | 23 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles

 
Eleven-year-old Tygo has recently moved to Amsterdam and is having 
some difficulty being accepted by his peers. But things change when, 
during a class presentation about the carnival in his hometown, 
he shares a story that forces his classmates to reconsider their 
behaviour.  
 
 
 

Turning Points
 

Thursday, April 10  10am  

Friday, April 11  12:45pm

Wednesday, April 16  12:15pm   
 

It takes confidence, inner strength, and  
sensitivity to create change. Exploring  
the theme of social justice from multiple  
perspectives, these short films show  
empowered young people taking action  
in times of hardship.

A subject-matter expert will be present after all 
school screenings to discuss the themes and  
content of the films.

Anything Goes
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Themes: 
Pressure, goals, decision-making, social justice 

Content Advisory:  
Adult smoking

Jamey’s Fight 
Jamey’s Gevecht 
dir. Denise Janzée | Netherlands, 2013 | 15 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles

 
Sixteen-year-old Jamey is a talented soccer player who is preparing 
to try out for a high-school physical education program. However, his 
stammer affects his self-confidence and he is afraid of failing. With 
the help of his parents and a speech therapist, will Jamey gain the 
assurance and skills he needs to overcome his fear? 
 

Youssef please say NO! 
Youssef, zeg eens NEE! 
dir. Marjolijn Heijnen | Netherlands, 2013 | 14 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles

 
Whether he’s working, caring for his younger brothers, doing 
volunteer work or playing sports, fourteen-year-old Youssef is always 
busy. He always wants to help, so he says yes to everything—but he 
soon realizes that if he wants to fulfill his dream of becoming a judge, 
he will need to make some difficult decisions. 
 

Push & Pull 
dir. Dorothy Pranolo | Australia, 2011 | 10 min. | Mandarin w/ English subtitles 

 
Lisa feels constantly pressured by her mother to be a perfect violinist. 
When a much-anticipated audition brings the tension between the 
two to a head, Lisa is forced to decide whose dreams she is going to 
follow: her mother’s, or her own?  
 

Until I Know 
 Bis ich es weiss  
dir. Peter Baranowski | Germany, 2013 | 23 min. | German w/ English subtitles

 
After a young boy tampers with his classmate’s bicycle as a prank, he 
becomes concerned for her safety and sets out to find her, leading to 
a very unexpected journey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Now? 
 

Friday, April 11  12:30pm

Monday, April 14  9:45am   
 

When life is no longer just about playing and 
hanging out with your friends, the pressure 
can be overwhelming. Whether due to school, 
familial circumstance, political climate, or 
societal prejudice, the subjects of these short 
documentaries must contend with significant 
challenges in order to achieve their goals.

A subject-matter expert will be present after all 
school screenings to discuss the themes and  
content of the films.

Youssef please say NO!
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Themes: 
Creativity, innovation, problem-solving 

Content Advisory:  
Religious symbolism, threat of physical violence

Rabbit and Deer 
Nyuszi és Oz
dir. Péter Vácz | Hungary, 2013 |16 min. | No dialogue 

 
Rabbit and Deer live together happily in their two-dimensional world, 
until their friendship is put to the test by Deer’s quest to find the 
formula for the mysterious third dimension. After an unexpected 
accident traps Deer in a strange new world, the friends have to find a 
way to bridge the dimensions and make their way back to each other.  
 

Mercy’s Rain 
 Geshem Shel Rahamim 
dir. Dita Guery | Israel, 2013 | 21 min. | Arabic w/ English subtitles
 
Thirteen-year-old Taufik and fourteen-year-old Zidan are fascinated 
by Hollywood and the Oscars. With the guidance of their teacher, they 
use their imaginations and a series of photographs to create their 
own short film. 
 

In the Shadow 
U sjeni 
dir. Manuel Sumberac | Croatia, 2012 | 4 min. | No dialogue

 
A squirrel declares war on the large poster that is mounted in front of 
her home.  
 

Bitseller 
dir. Juanma Sánchez | Spain, 2013 | 10 min. | No dialogue 

 
A bitter battle ensues when a writer has to replace his beloved old 
typewriter with a computer. 
 

Origami 
dirs. Hugo Bailly-Desmarchelier, Eric de Melo Bueno, Michael Moreno,  
Joanne Smithies, Camille Turon | France, 2012 | 8 min. | No dialogue

 
A world of fantastic possibilities opens up for a young boy when he 
learns to fight his frustrations and persevere. 
 

Inspector Street  
Rue de l’inspecteur 
dir. Emmanuelle Loslier | Canada, 2013 | 8 min. | No dialogue

A Montreal intersection undergoes a curious transformation when a 
gust of wind brings the pages of a newspaper to life. 

Who’da Thunk It?
 

Tuesday, April 8  10:15am  

Monday, April 14  12:30pm 

Thursday, April 17  9:45am 

We’ve all heard the saying “You don’t know 
unless you try.” Whether it’s discovering 
a hidden talent, a new technology, a fresh 
approach to animation, or even an entirely 
different dimension, this collection of shorts 
shows how the subjects—and the filmmakers 
themselves—strive to overcome challenges 
with innovative thinking and creative  
problem-solving.

Bitseller


