
   
 

 

Sample Letter to Member of Congress 
 
To Your Senator: 
The Honorable (full name) 
(Room #) (Name) Senate Office Building 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator… 

 
To Your Representative: 
The Honorable (full name) 
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative…. 

 
As a constituent, I strongly urge you to fully fund global child immunization programs for Fiscal Year 2018.  
 
In order to ensure the children most in need have access to life-saving vaccines, I respectfully request that you 
provide: 
 

• $233 million for Polio eradication, including: 
o $174 million for CDC through the Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee 
o $59 million for USAID through the State and Foreign Operations (SFOPS) Appropriations 

Subcommittee 
• $60 million for CDC measles elimination through Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee 
• $290 million for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, through SFOPS 
• $132.5 million for UNICEF, through SFOPS 

I recognize that, as a country, we are in a very difficult fiscal environment, and you are faced with making difficult 
decisions about funding and policy priorities. With this in mind, it is important to remember that vaccines are one 
of the most cost-effective ways to save the lives of children in developing countries. For example, $1 invested in 
global immunization returns an average of $16 in increased economic productivity and avoided health care costs. 
 
The efforts of the US government and other partners to expand vaccine access have made a substantial impact: 
 

• By 2015, a record 115 million children were vaccinated against diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis with an 
average global immunization coverage rate for these diseases of 86%, the highest rate ever 

• In the past two decades, immunization has prevented the deaths of an estimated 20 million children 
• In 2015, the Measles Initiative announced it had vaccinated 2 billion children in over 60 countries, 

decreasing measles deaths globally by 79% and averting 20.3 million deaths since 2000 
 
However, despite significant progress, one in five children lack access to life-saving immunizations, putting them 
at risk of dying from preventable diseases. With continued support from Congress, we can save the life of a 
child every 20 seconds by providing vaccines to children in developing countries. From working with 
partners like UNICEF and the World Health Organization to procure and deliver vaccines, to the direct efforts of 
CDC and USAID to provide vaccines to children in developing countries, the US government has a long history of 
leadership in global health and global vaccines, and this leadership must continue. 
 
I am a Champion for Shot@Life, a campaign that connects and empowers Americans to champion vaccines as 
one of the most cost-effective ways to save the lives of children in developing countries. I believe that every child 



   
 

 

deserves a shot at a healthy life, and that access to vaccines can give them that chance. I recognize that there 
are a lot of priorities competing for the attention of Congress, but I believe the issue of global vaccines deserves 
special attention because [INSERT WHY YOU CARE HERE]. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.  
 
Sincerely, 
[Signature] 
 
[Your First + Last Name] 
[Address] 
[Phone Number] 


