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@ THE ORCHARD
  JANUARY 2021

RETURN

“We’re beginning the New Year with a short 

series from the book of Ezra that tells the 

story of how God’s people made a new 

beginning after a long period of disruption. 

After these last two years, we all know 

plenty about life being disrupted. And as 

I’ve been reading the book of Ezra, I’ve 

been struck by how it speaks directly to 

many of the challenges we face today.   

I’m looking forward to sharing the story of 

how God’s people returned after years of 

disruption in their lives, how they overcame 

setbacks and how they experienced the 

help of God.” –Pastor Colin Smith 
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Why RETURN? 
This January, we will embark on a new four-part series that helps us to 

remember and reprioritize the Lord.

Here are just a few reasons why RETURN is intended for you, your families, neighbors 

and friends: 

The Church is One Body: 
The Bible teaches that the Church is Christ’s body on earth (Eph. 1:22–23). Each person is a 

different body part, intricately knitted together (Eph. 4:15–16). We are the hands and feet that 

each play a part in the body’s growth. Every church body desperately needs every part to 

be active (Rom 12:4–8; Eph 4:15–16; 1 Pet 4:10–11). There are many ways we simply can’t serve 

Christ’s body unless we’re physically present.

We Have One Spirit:
We have one Spirit (Eph. 4:4). God’s Spirit cannot be divided, so when we are separated, we 

feel the tension. The Spirit within us yearns for us to be together. 

The Church is a Family: 
In (1 Tim 5:1–2) Paul refers to God’s people as a family. Healthy families live together, laugh 

together and help each other. Each week, our friends and neighbors and coworkers walk 

through the same broken world we do, but without hope. The unbelieving world needs to see 

the Gospel’s transforming power embodied in a local family of Christians who love God and 

serve each other.

We Sing the Word: 
(Ps 95:1–2). Singing together glorifies God and proclaims the Word. Singing expresses our 

emotions to God (and we have lots of emotions right now). But we don’t just sing to glorify 

God; we also sing to encourage each other (Col 3:16). God hears the praises of His people, and 

it is good if we express them together.

The Gospel is Sensory: 
God communicates to us in sensory ways through baptism and communion. We taste and 

touch and see and hear the Gospel. The waters of baptism and the breaking of bread are 

remembrances of His sacrifice (Matt 28:19; 1 Cor 11:26). The way we practice these things may 

look different for a season, but our hearts need them more than we know.

Greetings matter: 
In the Bible, greetings mattered. Today, greetings reflect God’s love, enable hospitality, cultivate 

selflessness, open doors for ministry. Even if greetings are masked, touchless and distanced, 

they’re still important to the life of a church. We need to see each other.
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UPCOMING 
PREACHING
SCHEDULE

JANUARY 1/2
Pastor Colin Smith 
A New Beginning
Ezra 1:1-10

JANUARY 8/9
Pastor Colin Smith
The Priority of Worship  
Ezra 3:8-13

JANUARY 15/16
Pastor Colin Smith
Navigating Setbacks 
Ezra 4:1-6 

JANUARY 22/23
Pastor Colin Smith 
The Hand of God
Ezra 7:6-10  

JANUARY 29/30 
AH:  Brad Wetherell
B: Tom Olson 
I: Kyle Green 
M: Justin Searles 
NF: Josh Parsons
VH: Tom Yoon 

RETURN RETURN IN JANUARY! 

Pastor Colin Smith  | January 2–23

The Fruit of Giving and Generosity
The start of a new year is always an opportune time to grow in our 

faith. The more we grow, the more we understand the amazing gift 

Christ is to us. And, when we become aware that we are recipients of 

the gift of Christ, we naturally respond with the deepest gratitude and 

generosity towards others.

Attendees of The Orchard have faithfully demonstrated generosity 

and are finding great joy working alongside Orchard Ministry 

Development to thoughtfully plan their financial investments to 

include advancing the Gospel.  

Here are just a few testimonials from those personally marked by such 

acts of generosity: 

“The Orchard Ministry Development seminar was very needed 

and even crucial for us in these critical days. Because of this 

training, we learned about generosity to our family and our 

church through a Revokable Living Trust. God Bless You!” 

Dan and Sheryl 

“I love the idea of leaving something behind for kingdom 

work!” Anonymous

Through continued prayer, service and generosity, the Gospel will 

continue to advance to as many that are willing to receive it.

If you have interest in learning more about how to create  

kingdom focused investment contact Val Hogan for more information 

at vhogan@theorchardefc.org.

mailto:vhogan%40theorchardefc.org.%20?subject=


GLOBAL MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT | ILIR (Pastoral Resident at AH) AND MEGAN STAMBOLLIU

Ilir  I was born and raised in Albania. I become a believer when I was 15 when some missionaries 
came to my village and shared the Good News of Jesus with me. In 2009, when I was 26, I 
came to the U.S. to do a pastoral internship with a church in Kentucky, where I met Megan. 

Megan  I grew up overseas in Papua, New Guinea. I lived there from age 3 till 18. After graduating 
high school in 2005, I came to the U.S. to join a church in Kentucky which supported my 
parents’ ministry. While attending there, Ilir came a couple years later as a pastoral intern. 

Ilir   As part of my internship, I was leading a singles ministry at the church. Because Megan’s 
background and overseas experience, we had a lot in common. We became good friends 
and ended up going on a mission trip together to Albania. When we came back, I knew 
one day I wanted to go back to my people and hoped Megan would go along with me as 
my wife. 

Megan  We got married in September 2011. We were praying for opportunities to move overseas, but 
it took several years for God to make it clear where He wanted us placed. During that time, 
we gave birth to our son Isaiah and daughter Analia. In December 2017, we felt called to 
move to Pristina, Kosovo, where we joined two other Albanian couples in church planting.

  The first two years on the mission field did not go as planned, and things proved very difficult. 

  Only five months after arriving, Ilir became senior pastor of a church plant, and we quickly found ourselves leading the 
church. The responsibilities became overwhelming for both of us. 

  Our marriage and family suffered as we struggled to sustain our ministry goals and push forward with little spiritual or 
emotional support. We began to doubt God’s goodness and call on our lives.

Ilir  In late 2019, we were encouraged through some wise counsel to return to the U.S. Although we were personally depleted, 
God’s power was on display during some of our weakest and most vulnerable moments. During our two years in Albania, 
God grew our love for His people.. He was both confirming our call and passion for missions and church planting, but also 
clearly calling us away for a season.

Megan  By December 2019, our family was in crisis, and we were exhausted and depleted. We left Kosovo as COVID was ramping 
up. We left Albania not knowing when we would return. We returned to Kentucky without a plan B. We needed a time of 
refreshing, healing, counseling and better equipping. We also needed a source of income and a place to stay. 

Ilir  God provided ALL these things in a miraculous way within a couple weeks of our arriving back to the United States.

  God had our paths cross with Brad Mullet, The Orchard’s Director of Global Ministries. It became clear that God was opening 
the door for us to join the Residency program with The Orchard. God provided healing, counseling, equipping 
a job and a church behind us that already had a huge love and passion for ministry to the Albanian people! 

 We are humbled and grateful at how God has gone before us in so many details and blessings.  

  My Residency here at The Orchard has been one of the greatest blessings of my life! The Lord has refreshed our souls with 
practical teaching and pastoral care from The Orchard. This has fueled my calling to preach the Word passionately and 
faithfully and given me a firm foundation with which to serve the Lord with joy. 

  By Fall of 2022, we hope to return to the Albanian people. We have much to share with unbelievers and also other 
missionaries living in the Balkans. The Residency has given us a wise church plant model to follow. We are forever thankful 
for God’s provision and kindness to us through the Residency at The Orchard. 



 

Mark and Mary Jean Coyne | US, The Navigators

Mark and Mary Jean Coyne have been involved in ministry with The Navigators since 1969, 

serving in several roles within the organization. Early on in their ministry, God made clear to 

Mark his primary contribution would be in the administration area. Mark led the operations 

for the CoMission, a response to a 5-year invitation from the Ministry of Education in Russia to 

Christian organizations in the United States, to train school teachers how to teach ethics from 

the Bible. This was a huge undertaking, and God blessed his efforts by sending more than 2,000 

one-year missionaries to the former Soviet Union. Mark has gone on to hold several positions 

with The Navigators, including serving as deputy to the Chief Operations Officer, Information 

Technology group leader and Director of Field Operations for the U.S. 

As Mark and Mary Jean retire from full-time at The Navigators, they turn to more life-to-life 

ministry to those who have yet to choose Christ. God has blessed them with many neighborhood relationships, and they pray 

for opportunities to share Christ with them. They will take some time over the next several months to seek God about other 

opportunities He would have them pursue and excitedly look forward to what God will reveal. They genuinely appreciate the 

partnership of The Orchard over the past 43 years.

John and Meta Nelson | Spain, EFCA 

Jonathan and Meta Nelson have worked with ReachGlobal as theological educators in 

Venezuela, Colorado, England and Spain. Their relationship with The Orchard goes back 

to Venezuela more than 30 years ago when they joined the EFCA Mission as short-term 

missionaries to Venezuela. Jon taught Church History at the Free Church Seminary. Although 

Jon & Meta went to Venezuela, institutional changes made that impossible. In 1990, they 

returned to Denver to teach and worship with inner city Hispanic churches. In January 1996, 

the family, with three children ages 3 to 10, moved to England. Over the next eight years Meta 

and Jon both pursued graduate studies. Jon specialized his study in Spanish Reformers and did 

research in Spain. Meta became an English teacher working with a local international church in 

Lancashire, training Latin American missionaries for service in Europe and the Middle East. She 

and Jon developed a local youth ministry and led several Alpha courses and home Bible studies in the Manchester area. 

Meta & Jon reconnected with Latin America through teaching with ProMETA, the online post-grad program, to train Hispanic 

church leaders. When the political situation made further direct involvement there difficult, Meta & Jon turned their attention to 

Spain. Doors were opened in Spain for Jon to publish material on Spanish evangelicals through secular publishers and to give 

public lectures. Presenting the Gospel message taught by early Spanish Reformers in secular settings became an important 

aspect of Jon’s work. 

In 2005, they moved to Zaragoza, Spain, as members of a multi-denominational team building the Evangelical School of 

Theology (EET). They developed courses to train pastors and church leaders from several denominations through the EET and 

ProMETA. In 2009, they were instrumental in starting the Zaragoza Chris tian School of the Arts, which opened to the public as 

a Gospel testimony to surrounding neighborhoods. 

In recent years, they began “Radio Anglicana,” an internet radio station for the whole Spanish-speaking world, which is 

regularly heard in 15 Spanish-speaking countries, with around 150,000 weekly connections. Jon presents a weekly Gospel 

message, always focusing on Christ and our dependence on Him by faith alone.

Jon & Meta’s teaching, publishing, counselling and radio ministries will continue, Lord willing, in the future, and they ask for our 

continued prayers in retirement. They greatly appreciate The Orchard’s faithfulness. 
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