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Pastor Tom Yoon 
Date: August 21, 2022 
Sermon Title: Seek Wisdom 
Passage: Proverbs 2:1-22 
 
Introduction:  
 
• We come this morning, to our last sermon on spiritual maturity.  

o And I hope you’ve seen why maturity, is important for your life.  
o To fully experience God’s love, to find joy in affliction, to understand God’s will, 

we need maturity.  
o That’s why the Apostle Paul dedicated his life, to help believers grow.  
o He writes in Colossians chapter 1 verse 28, “Him we proclaim, warning 

everyone, and teaching everyone with all wisdom that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.” 

o The Apostle Paul knew the importance of spiritual maturity.  
 

• Now, in this last sermon, I want to focus on why wisdom, is essential for our spiritual 
growth.   

o The Apostle writes that he proclaims, and warns, and teaches, “with all 
wisdom.” 

o Why? Because it’s through wisdom, that we’re presented mature in Christ.  
o In fact, you could say that, to seek wisdom is to seek maturity, and to seek 

maturity is to seek wisdom.  
o In many ways, they’re one and the same.  
o That’s why the book of Proverbs, the book of wisdom, has been called by Bible 

scholars the “pathway to maturity.” 
o Wisdom is essential for our spiritual life.   

 
• King Solomon was the wisest person in the Old Testament. 

o And through his wisdom, Israel became the world’s greatest nation.  
o And after his death, his son, Rehoboam took over as King.  
o After becoming king, the people came to Rehoboam and said, “Listen, we 

worked really hard for your father, to build the temple, and if you don’t mind, 
could you please give us rest?” 

o And the older counselors, the older wisemen who served King Solomon, told 
Rehoboam, “Let the people rest, speak good to them, and they will serve you 
forever.”  

o But not liking that advice, he asked for a second opinion from his younger 
advisers, and they told him, “Show the people your whip. Give them a heavier 
load of work.”  

o And so, Rehoboam went to the people and told them, “You thought my father 
was harsh, well, I’ll show you who’s boss.”  
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• And do you know what happened?  
o All the tribes of Israel, except Judah and Benjamin, rebelled against the King.   
o And Rehoboam had to flee.  
o Because he didn’t listen to wise counsel, he caused division, weakened his 

nation, and caused years of pain for God’s people.  
o Rehoboam inherited the greatest nation of his day.  
o But he lacked wisdom and ended up losing most of his Kingdom.   

 
• Wisdom is vital for making decisions, for relationships, for parenting, for choosing your 

major, choosing your workplace, knowing whether you should confront or not confront, 
whether you should move or not move, for all that you face in life.  

o Everything you do requires wisdom.  
o And the more you grow in wisdom, you’ll be able to choose what is good and 

right, leading to blessing.  
o And you can avoid making choices that cause pain and heartache and disaster.  
o Do you see how important wisdom is for your life?  
o It’s greater than gold and silver and precious jewels.  
o Nothing in this world compares with gaining wisdom.  

 
Point 1:  

 
• And the first thing I want you to see from our passage, is what wisdom is, here we see a 

definition of wisdom.  
o In chapter 2 verse 9, the writer states, “Then you will understand righteousness 

and justice and equity, every good path…” Proverbs 2:9 
o Wisdom is knowing what is right and just and fair, and based on that knowledge, 

being able to decide the good path.  
o To put it another away, wisdom is the skillful ability to apply what you know to 

be true, to your situation in life.  
 

• Take for example, a general fighting a war.  
o The general will consider the strength of his army, and the strength of his 

enemy.  
o He’ll consider his enemy’s position.  
o He’ll consider the weapons his enemy possesses.  
o He’ll consider the weather and terrain.  
o And based on what he knows to be true, he’ll draw up war plans, for his 

situation.  
o To win the war.  
o In other words, he’ll use what he knows to be true, and skillfully apply it to his 

situation.  
 

• And it’s also important to notice that wisdom isn’t a set of rules.  
o You can’t just follow a set of instructions.  
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o Because every situation is different.  
o The same set of rules don’t apply to every situation.   
o That’s why we read in Proverbs 26: “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 

or you…will be just like him.”  
o But then it says, “Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his 

own eyes.” 
o Well, which is it, do I rebuke, or don’t I rebuke.  
o Well, it depends.   

 
• That’s why you could you could know a lot about the Bible and still be unwise.  

o Because wisdom is more than knowledge, it also includes understanding how to 
apply that knowledge.  

o That’s why the Pharisees were rebuked by Jesus.  
o They tried to make rules for everything situation.  
o And they thought they were mature because they were following the rules, 

because they had a lot of knowledge.  
o But they lacked wisdom.  

 
• When we bought our first house in Arlington Heights, my wife encouraged me to redo 

all the flooring in the home.  
o She said, “Tom, I believe in you, I know you can do it.”  
o I never put in flooring before, and all I owned was a couple of screw drivers and a 

hammer.  
o But I ended up watching a bunch of YouTube videos, checking out some books 

from the library, and reading through the instruction manual that came with our 
flooring.  

o And I said to myself, “It doesn’t seem that bad, yes, I can do this.”  
o But as I started putting in the flooring, I quickly realized that my flooring 

situation, was a lot different from the ones I found on YouTube and the books 
and the manual.  

o They didn’t explain what I needed to do in my situation.  
o But by watching different videos, by asking other people, by reading through 

different books, I was able to improvise, and figures out what I needed to do.  
o I was able to take, all that I knew to be right and good, for flooring, and apply 

that knowledge to my flooring situation.  
 

• It’s the same with our spiritual life.  
o The Bible isn’t a bunch of rules.  
o But rather, the Lord has given to us principles to live by.  
o So that we can choose the good path.  
o That’s what wisdom is.  
o The skillful ability to apply what you know to be true, to your situation.  
o Seek wisdom, “Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, 

every good path…” Proverbs 2:9 
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Point 2:  

 
• Second, not only do we see what wisdom is, but in our passage, we also see that it’s 

possible to grow in wisdom.  
o It’s not just for the select few.  
o It’s not something you’re just born with.  
o It’s something that everyone can grow in.  
o That’s why Paul says he warns everyone, and teaches everyone, so he can 

present everyone mature in Christ.  
 

• In Proverbs 2 verse 1, the writer states, “Treasure up my commandments within you…”  
o Also, in verses 6 and 7, he writes, “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth 

come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright…” 

o Do you see the picture these verses are painting? 
o It’s a picture of a treasure chest, where the Lord adds more treasures into the 

chest.  
o But instead of collecting silver and gold, the person is collecting wisdom on top 

of wisdom.  
o Some people collect coins, others collect paintings, most of us save up money.  
o But more precious than all of these, we’re called to store up wisdom. 
o To grow in wisdom.  

 
• And it’s important to remember that gaining wisdom takes time.  

o It doesn’t happen overnight.  
o It’s a slow process.  
o But if you continue to seek after wisdom, overtime, you’ll be able grow in 

wisdom, better applying God’s word to your life.   
 

• It’s also important to remember that wisdom is something you need to actively seek.  
o That’s why the writer states in verse 4, “Seek it like silver and search for it as 

for hidden treasures.” 
o To grow in wisdom, you need to seek after it.  
o That’s why it’s a skill. 
o Like an artist, mastering his sculpting, or a pianist, mastering her playing, wisdom 

is a skill that needs to be mastered.  
o You need to seek after it, practice it, master it. 

 
• And remember that also means you’re also going to make mistakes.  

o The wise person isn’t the perfect person.  
o The wise person is the person who can learn from his mistakes.  
o It’s the person who continues to learn and improve and grow.  
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• I told you that I replaced all the flooring in our first home.  
o And I must confess that I made a lot of mistakes.  
o Because I didn’t measure correctly, I had to recut several wood pieces.  
o I had to learn how to transition from one room to another.  
o I had to learn what tools I needed, and how to properly use those tools.  
o But over time, it became easier, and more intuitive.  
o In fact, after replacing the flooring, I was able to knock down a wall, remodel my 

kitchen, and remodel both bathrooms in my house.   
o I made a lot of mistakes, but after a lot of reading, and video watching, and 

calling friends, overtime it became easier.  
 

• Not long after that, somebody in our family, asked me to make an outdoor sofa, I won’t 
say who, but someone in our family 

o And you know what, I didn’t have to look at any videos, or read any instructions, 
all I needed was picture.  

o And just by looking at the picture, I was able to make the sofa, I knew exactly, 
the wood I needed, the tools I needed, and how I could make this sofa.  

o I grew in my ability.  
 

• You may have made some mistakes in the past.  
o And you may be afraid of decisions you have to make in the future.  
o But the path of wisdom, isn’t the path of perfection.  
o We’re going to make mistakes.  
o But true wisdom is about learning from our mistakes, so that we don’t repeat 

them.  
o That’s what is means to grow in wisdom.  
o It’s not about perfection, it’s about learning.  
o And if you don’t give up, one day you’ll realize, just how much you’ve grown in 

your ability.  
o That you’re a lot wiser than you were before.   

 
• Abraham in foolishness, twice, lied about his wife being his sister.  

o And then, he slept with Hagar, his wife’s servant because he lacked trust in the 
Lord, because he wanted an heir.  

o But in the end, he was able to grow in wisdom, and trusting in the Lord, he was 
able to demonstrate great faith.  

o Moses in foolishness killed an Egyptian and had to flee for his life.  
o But in the end, growing in wisdom, he was able to lead the people through the 

wilderness.  
o Samson made many poor choices as a son, as a husband, and as a leader.  
o But in the end, he was able save God’s people, and his name is written with the 

great people of faith in the book of Hebrews.  
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o If you seek after wisdom, if you grow in wisdom, you’ll see that you can learn to 
make better choices, that you don’t have to repeat your past mistakes, that the 
Lord can redeem even your foolish decisions.  

o It’s possible to grow in wisdom.  
 
Point 3:  

 
• Third, not only do we see, what wisdom is, not only do we see that we can grow in 

wisdom, but third, we see that wisdom can be a shield for our lives.  
o Wisdom can protect us from harm.  
o Take a look at verses 11 to 12.  
o “Discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, delivering you 

from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech.”  
o Violence, human trafficking, hatred, theft, false teaching, greed, corruption, lust, 

gossip.  
o There’s so much evil and temptation in the world today.  
o What can we do, to stand firm in such a corrupt world?  
o We can stand firm, through the wisdom of God.   

 
• That’s exactly how Daniel was able to survive when he faced evil.  

o He was taken from his homeland, was given a Babylonian education, was thrown 
into a world with temptations, was given power and riches, yet he was able to 
stand firm against evil.  

o But how was this young man, able to stand firm in his faith?  
o It’s because he trusted in the wisdom of God.  
o We’re told, the Lord gave Daniel and his friends, learning and skill in all literature 

and wisdom.  
 

• Evil can be easy to see, easy to spot.  
o You can point to the shooting in Highland Park, and say, that’s evil.  
o You can point to child abuse, and say, that’s evil.  
o But many times, we can also be blind to evil.  
o That’s how it was for Adam and Eve.  
o The serpent was crafty with his words.  
o Twisting truth, to make evil look good.  
o Telling them, they would be like God.  

 
• In the same way, Satan is twisting truth even today, with smooth words, to make us 

doubt God’s love for us, to make us questions our salvation, to discredit God’s word, to 
tempt us to seek after evil things, to reject God himself.   

o But it’s through wisdom that we can see through Satan’s deception.  
o It’s through wisdom that we can recognize evil that others can’t see.   
o Proverbs 2:16 states, “So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from 

the adulteress with her smooth words.”  
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o The men of perverted speech represents those who are blatantly evil.  
o But the woman, with smooth words, represents hidden evil.  
o Evil that’s made to look good.  
o But it’s through wisdom that we can be delivered. 

 
• For all of you, especially for those who are younger in age, you may face significant evil 

and temptation and attack in your lifetime.  
o Evil that many previous generations, never had to face.  
o New ways to sin.  
o Greater pressure to abandon the Bible.  
o Hatred against Jesus Christ and his church.  
o But you can stand firm, against evil in this world.  
o Because the Lord gives wisdom to his people.  
o “Discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, delivering you 

from the way of evil…” 
 

• Now you might be thinking, I see what wisdom is, I see that I can grow in it, and I see 
that it protects me from evil.  

o But how do I get it then? 
o How do I grow in it? 
o As we close, let me leave you 3 ways, for you to gain wisdom.  

 
One:  

 
• First, search and understand God’s word.   

o In verse 1 we read, “My son…receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments with you.”  

o The writer is speaking about studying God’s word.  
o It’s one thing to read through the Bible, it’s another thing to meditate and 

consider what the Bible is teaching.  
o To let it come into your heart.  
o That’s why we’re to receive and treasure the Lord’s commandments.  
o It’s not just hearing but understanding.  

 
• In other words, just as there are patterns that govern our physical world, like 

mathematics and physics.    
o There are also patterns that govern our spiritual world.  
o And these patterns and laws are laid out in Scripture.  
o That’s why Paul tells Timothy to follow the pattern of sound teaching.  
o Patterns like, it’s better to give then to receive, or the first shall be the last and 

the last shall be the first, or those who’ve been forgiven much will love much.  
o And the Bible speaks about good patterns regarding our relationships, and 

families, and marriages, and money, and work, and words, and emotions.  



 8 

o And as we search and understand God’s word, we’ll be better able to apply his 
word to our lives.  

o We’ll be able to gain wisdom.  
 
Two:  

 
• Second, cry aloud and ask your heavenly Father.   

o Verse 3 states, “Yes…call out for insight and raise your voice for 
understanding…” 

o On the first day of class, everyone one is nervous.  
o And the students are timid and shy.  
o And after the teacher explains the class syllabus and all the assignments, and the 

class schedule, she always asks, “Does anyone have any questions?”  
o And even though, many have questions, they’re too nervous to ask.  
o But there’s always that one student, who just doesn’t seem to care what other 

people think.  
o And she’ll ask boldly, what everyone else is too scared to ask.  
o That’s the exact picture verse 3 is describing.  
o It’s the bold student who’s calling out and raising her voice, asking the questions.  

 
• The point is that you can gain wisdom, by boldly asking the Lord.  

o It’s the Lord who gives wisdom, so we’re called to ask the Lord.  
o When we don’t know what to do, we can gain wisdom by praying to him.   
o When our hearts are restless, we can gain wisdom by crying out to the Lord.  
o When we feel unsure, we can gain wisdom by raising our voice to our Father.  
o James chapter 1 verses 5 and 6, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 

God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.” 
 

• How many times in life have we tried to go it alone? 
o Trying to figure things out ourselves.  
o But we have a Father who gives generously.  
o And if you ask him for wisdom, if you cry aloud, and raise your voice, and boldly 

ask the Lord, it will be given to you.  
 
Three:  

 
• Third, cultivate in your heart, a knowledge of God’s love.  

o When we come to Christ, we’re confronted with sin, we’re confronted with our 
foolishness, we’re confronted with our weaknesses.  

o And the only way we can face them and grow in wisdom, is because of God’s 
love.  
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o If you don’t know the love of God, you’ll either try to hide like Adam and Eve in 
your shame.  

o Or you’ll overcompensate and try to prove that your better than others like the 
Pharisees.  

o But if you know the love of God, despite the critiques you hear, despite the 
troubles you face, despite your stressful situation, despite all your weaknesses, 
you’ll be able to stay calm, and have peace, and act in wisdom.  

o Because you know the love of God.  
o You know that nothing can separate you from God’s love.  
o You know you’re forgiven of all your sin.  
o You know that by his love, the Lord will carry your through every struggle and 

valley and hardship.  
 

• When you look to the cross, and see the love of Christ, that’s when you can begin to 
grow in true wisdom.  

o Because that’s when can truly face reality without despair.   
o That’s when you can truly look into yourself, see how foolish you are, see how 

sinful you are, and have the courage to change.  
o “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.” 
o The cross is the wisdom of God.  
o Remember the cross, remember Jesus Christ, remember his love, pound this in 

your heart, get this in you, believe this will all your heart, and you will find 
wisdom.  

 
 

 
 
 


