
 
 
It is a joy to be back in the pulpit today and to open the Word of God with you. Please open your Bible at 
John 9 where we find this remarkable story of how Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth. 
 
Jesus performed a double miracle in the life of this man. He was blind and he came to see. He was 
without hope, and he came to believe. 
 
Faith is a kind of seeing and this man’s famous testimony, “Once was blind, but now I see,” has a double 
meaning.  “Jesus performed a miracle in which I came to see.” “Jesus performed a miracle in which I 
came to believe.” 
 
This second miracle is the purpose of John’s gospel, “but these are written so that you may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (Jn 20:31). 
 
This is a wonderful story, and it is full of significance for us today. We’re going to spend four weeks 
together in John 9, and we begin today with the account of how Jesus healed the blind man and gave 
him sight. 
 
1. The Hope Jesus Brings (v1-3) 
“As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth” (vs. 1). 
 
Picture Jesus walking along the road with His disciples. He sees a person who is in great need.  
 
We are told in vs. 8 that the man was begging.  I expect he had been at this spot, probably on a street 
corner, for many years. People in the community knew him well. They were used to seeing him with his 
begging bowl on the street corner.  
 
This man’s story was especially sad. John records not only that he was blind, but that he had been blind 
from birth. His problem was not that he had lost the ability to see. This man never had the capacity to 
see.  
 
He had never seen the light of day. He had no notion of color. He lived in a world of darkness. A house 
without windows. He had never seen the sky or the trees or the birds. He heard human voices but he 
had never seen a human face. 
 
This man could not see Jesus. But John tells us that Jesus saw him.  
 
How do you respond when you see a person in need? Notice the response of the disciples and see if you 
recognize it. 
 
a. The Disciples’ Question 
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“And his disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’” (Jn 
9:2). 
 
Their immediate response to this man’s suffering is to seek an explanation. They want to talk about the 
cause. Why is this? Who sinned? We would say it differently today. Whose fault is this? Who’s to blame? 
 
“Who’s to blame?” is the instinctive human response to every tragedy. Here is something that is not as it 
should be. Someone must be responsible. Who is it?   
 
The disciples see two possible explanations. 
 
i. Individual Responsibility  
 
Perhaps there was some great evil in this man’s life and his suffering has come on him as a result.  
 
That’s one response to a person in need, and it is still with us today. There must be something you have 
done that got you into this position. You need to take responsibility.  
 
This was the approach of Job’s comforters. They saw their friend suffering and they wanted to know 
“Job, what did you do to bring this on yourself?” You must have done something. Tell us what it is! 
 
“Job, we are your friends, and a good friend tells you the truth, so here it is: God is just. He would never 
have inflicted this on you if you had not done something to deserve it. So take responsibility. Start doing 
what is right, things will get better for you.  
 
The disciples are doing the same thing here. They see suffering, and their first instinct is to engage in 
analysis. We need an explanation. And the first one that comes to mind is individual responsibility. Who 
sinned? Was it this man himself?  
 
The difficulty with this explanation, of course, was that the man had been born blind. So, it was hard to 
see how his blindness could have been the result of something he had done. Unless of course, he had 
sinned while he was still in the womb! Some of the Pharisees thought this was possible.  
 
Could this be why the man was born blind? That seemed a stretch. Another theory seemed more likely.  
 
ii. The sins of others  
 
Perhaps this man was suffering because of the sins of others? Could it be that his parents had been 
guilty of some great evil? Could this man’s suffering be the result of sins committed by others in the 
past?  
 
Who sinned? This man or his parents, that he was born blind. Here is a second response to human 
suffering and again, it is still with us today. The reason for this man’s suffering does not lie in himself. 
The explanation lies in the sins of other people. 
 
The Bible is a remarkable book. The Word of God speaks right into our culture today.   
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Here are two explanations, two theories, two views of the world. Some say, “You are responsible for 
what is in you.” Others say “you are the victim of what is around you.” 
 
Let’s pause here for a moment with the disciples’ question, before we get to Jesus’ answer. 
 
A Contemporary Question  
 
The disciples’ question is still with us today.    
 
Parents are anxious about something that is not right with their children. Is it something they have 
done? Or did we do something wrong? Maybe we could have done something to prevent this, and we 
didn’t do it.  
 
I met not so long ago with a couple whose house burned down because of an electrical fault. They are 
faithful believers. But at one point in telling their story their said, “We just wonder if this happened 
because of something that we did.” 
 
Human nature never changes. In every disaster we want to know who’s to blame Who sinned? This man 
or his parents?  
 
An Unhelpful Question  
 
Here is a situation of great human suffering and the disciples launch into a theoretical discussion about 
“Who’s to blame?”  
 
They see this man as a case, a problem. A blind man on a street corner, begging for money, that’s not 
how things should be. And instead of showing compassion, they analyze. They philosophize. 
 
Who’s to blame for this? There are different views out there, and the disciples want to know which side 
Jesus is on. Some say “You are to blame. You have brought this on yourself. Where you are today is the 
effect of what you have done.” 
 
Some say, “Other people are to blame. Others have brought this on you. Where you are today is the 
effect of what they have done.” 
 
Jesus what do you say? Whose side are you on? 
 
The world never changes. We see human suffering all around us today. And the question that dominates 
our conversation is still the same: Who’s to blame? Some say it’s the fault of the individual; others say it 
is the fault of the wider community. On and on the debate goes and those who suffer receive no help 
from either side. 
 
The disciples were of no help whatever to the blind man. And if all we can do in the face of human 
suffering is debate who’s to blame, we won’t be of much help either. Jesus will have nothing to do with 
this arid debate. He cuts right through it and speaks words that are full of hope for the blind man. 
 
b. Jesus’ Answer 
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Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him” (Jn 9:3). 
 
Notice that Jesus moves the focus from the cause to the purpose. He raises the conversation to another 
level and we must learn to do the same. 
 
The culture continues its never-ending argument about the cause of human suffering. Who’s to blame? 
Does the fault lie with the individual or is it the fault of others? On and on the debate rages about the 
cause.  
 
And Jesus cuts right through this in order to bring hope. “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,  
But that the works of God might be displayed in him” (Jn 9:3). 
 
Here is good news for every person who suffers. God does His greatest works in the hardest places. 
Here is a man born into great disadvantage. He was born blind. How can he possibly compete in a world 
where the vast majority have the gift of sight?  What hope is there for this man? 
 
Here’s the hope: that God’s work will be displayed “in him.” Jesus does not say that the work of God will 
be displayed despite his blindness. Jesus says that this man’s painful affliction will be the place, the 
occasion, of God’s great work being displayed in him. 
 
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him” (Jn 
9:3). 
 
God does His greatest works in the hardest places. That is why we have hope.  
 
Whatever affliction you may endure, God can use it to display His glory. That is why there is hope for all 
who suffer. And the hope is not found in debating the cause, but in seeing the purpose. That the works 
of God might be displayed in you. 
 
1. The Hope Jesus brings  
2. The Work Jesus Does (vs. 4-7) 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work” 
(vs. 4). 
 
There is a “who”, a “what”, a “how”, and a “when” in these words of Jesus. 
 
a. Who 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day” (vs. 4). 
 
Notice the word “We”.  It’s really important. You might expect Jesus to say, “I must do the work of Him 
who sent me.” But Jesus doesn’t say that.  
 
Jesus says to his disciples, “We must work the works of him who sent me” (vs. 4). Jesus calls us away 
from debating causes to focus on God’s purpose. Our calling is not to join the world in its endless 
argument about who’s to blame. Our calling is work the works that the Father has given us to do.  
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b. What 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day” (vs. 4). 
 
What is the work that the Father has given His Son, and us, to do? “As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world” (vs. 5). 
 
Jesus is the light of the world. He is “the true light, which gives light to everyone” (Jn 1:9). When Jesus 
came into the world, people could come into the light (Jn 3:21) and walk in the light (Jn 12:35). 
 
Notice that Jesus says, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (vs. 5). How would 
people find the light of Christ when he ascended into heaven?  
 
This is why Jesus said to His disciples, “You are the light of the world” (Matt 5:14). The work the Father 
has given us to do is to bring the light and hope of Jesus into a suffering world. 
 
c. How 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day” (vs. 4). 
 
Notice Jesus says, “We must work.” There are certain works that God has prepared for us to do and we 
must work these works. Jesus gave himself to the Father’s work. He pursued the work He was given with 
vigor. He “worked the works,” And we must do the same. 
 
Jesus came into this world on a mission. He came to bring the light of hope. And when we follow Him, 
we sign up for His mission of bringing light to the world. 
 
Following Jesus is not a passport to an easy life. We live in a suffering world. A world of human need, a 
world alienated from God, a world in the grip of sin, a world in the darkness of unbelief. 
 
Open your eyes to the need around you: Where can you bring hope? Who can you help? How can you 
bring the light and hope of Jesus Christ? 
 
d. When 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming, when no one can work” 
(Jn 9:4).  
 
God gives each of us a short span of time in which we must accomplish the work he has given us to do. 
 
This was true for Jesus as it is true of us. Jesus knew that He only had a short time to do the Father’s 
work. He had just 3 years in public ministry and every day counted. This story of the healing of the blind 
man likely took place just before holy week, when Jesus was arrested, tried, condemned and crucified.  
 
Jesus had just a few days left in His earthly ministry. There was no time for theoretical debates about the 
cause of this man’s affliction. The man was in darkness. He needed the light of hope and this was the 
day when God’s work would be displayed in him.  
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We must work… while it is day. Think of your life as a day. There are three parts to the day. Morning, 
afternoon and evening. None of us is promised a full day. Some only have a morning. For others the day 
is cut short in the afternoon. They looked forward to the evening, but they did not live to see it. 
 
Let’s assume a full long life and that you get to live a full day into your 90’s.  
 
Think of the day of your life in three parts. The first 30 years of your life are the morning, from 30 to 60 
is the afternoon, from 60-90 is the evening. 
 
Each part of the day has a distinctive temptation. In the morning, it will be easy for you to say, “This is 
just the start of the day and I’ve got plenty of time to enjoy myself.” So, the morning quickly blows by. 
 
The afternoon is the time of day when you start feeling tired. And in the afternoon it will be easy for you 
to say, “My plate is really full. I don’t have any margin.” And so the afternoon quickly passes. 
 
When the evening comes, it will be easy for you to say breathe a sigh of relief and to say, “I’ve done 
enough already. It’s time for me to put my feet up. I’ve earned this.”  
 
And so, the day passes and the work God calls you to do is never done. 
 
Each part of the day of your life presents a special temptation, but each part of the day also presents a 
special opportunity.   
 
Let me commend to you these three questions. In the morning, ask How can I prepare? Position 
yourself for maximum usefulness to God. Grow in every way you can.  
 
That’s what Jesus did. Jesus “increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man” (Lk 
2:52). Jesus grew physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. In the morning of your life, seize every 
opportunity to do the same.  
 
In the afternoon ask, “What can I do?” How can I bring the light and hope of Jesus? How can I use these 
gifts I have been given? How can I leverage this position I have been placed in?  
 
Use the years of your strength to accomplish all that God has positioned you to do. 
 
In the evening ask, “Who can I help?” The evening of your life is the time to use your experience and the 
wisdom you have gained to support and encourage others. Be the kindest, most helpful, understanding,  
supportive senior you can possibly be. 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day night is coming, when no one can work” (Jn 
9:4). 
 
Conclusion  
 
Then John tells us how Jesus did the Father’s work as only He could do. 
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He spat on the ground and made mud from the dust. Then he smeared the mud over the eyes of the 
blind man. And said, ‘Go and wash in the pool of Siloam. 
 
The danger at this moment was that the blind man would fall into the same trap as the disciples and get 
lost in analysis. Why saliva? Why mud? Why smear it on my eyes.  How is that going to help me to see. 
Why the pool of Siloam? 
 
Don’t get lost in a long list of questions that you can never answer.  
 
In the Old Testament we have the story of Naaman who was a leper. Elisha the prophet said, ‘Wash in 
the river Jordan seven times and you will be healed” (2 Kings 5:10). 
 
But Naaman got lost in analysis. Why Jordan? Isn’t that a dirty river? Aren’t there other rivers nearer 
home? It took the wisdom of a young servant girl to say, why don’t you do what the prophet said? 
 
Don’t get lost in a long list of questions you can never answer. Blessing is found when you are ready to  
believe who Jesus is and do what Jesus says. 
 
That’s what the blind man in our story did. We will see next time that this man did not yet have a fully 
formed faith in Jesus. But he was ready to do what Jesus said.  
 
One writer says, “He obeyed Jesus blindly. I don’t know much about who Jesus is. I can’t understand 
why he would put mud on my eyes and send me to wash in this pool But I will dare to believe he can 
help me, and so I will do what He says.” 
 
So, he went and washed, and John says, he “came back seeing” (vs. 7). 
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