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Introduction:  
 
• As we continue in our series this morning, I want us to consider what the Bible says 

about affliction and Christian maturity.   
o The Bible clearly shows that affliction is an essential part of the Christian life.  
o Becoming a Christian doesn’t make all our troubles go away.  
o In fact, Christ’s call to follow him, is a call to suffer with him.  
o He says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24.  
o His hearers would’ve known that the cross meant suffering and pain.  

 
• Yet what’s remarkable to see is that joy is one of the greatest blessings that follows 

affliction.   
o We read in Colossians chapter 1, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, 

and in my flesh filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions…” (Colossians 
1:24) 

o Also, in 1 Thessalonians Paul writes, “And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit…” 

o Even in the Old Testament, the prophet Habakkuk declares, “Though the fig tree 
should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and 
the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd 
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my 
salvation.” (Habakkuk 3:17-19) 
 

• And today, I want you to see how this joy can be yours.   
o Despite your afflictions, like Paul and Habakkuk, you can rejoice in suffering.  
o Ajith Fernando writes, “The happiest people in the world are not those who don’t 

have problems – they are those who are not afraid of problems.” 
o As followers of Jesus Christ, you don’t have to be afraid, but you can face your 

fears, and problems, and hardships, and afflictions with joy.  
o And my prayer is that the Lord would build this kind of maturity in you today.  
o With all that you’re facing today, that you’d be able to walk out of this room, 

rejoicing in the Lord.   
 
Point 1:  

 
• First, you can have joy, because the Lord uses afflictions, to show us how we’re going 

astray.  
 

• Take a look at Psalm 119 verse 67, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep 
your word.” Psalm 119:67 

o The writer here describes his walk away from the Lord.  
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o He was going astray.  
o He wasn’t trusting in God’s word.  
o But through affliction, he was able to return to the Lord.  
o Through his affliction, the Lord brought him back.  
o Through his affliction, he was able to once again, live according to God’s word.  
o “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.” 

 
• When all is well and prosperity abounds, it’s possible to become blind to what’s 

happening in our heart. 
o But afflictions are able to show, the condition of our soul.  
o That’s why pain in the body can be a good thing.  
o It tells us there’s something wrong.  
o That’s why it can be dangerous when somethings wrong, and we don’t feel the 

pain, and everything seems okay.  
o You won’t be able to diagnose the sickness.  
o In the same way, times of prosperity may hide what’s truly inside of us.  
o I’m not saying that prosperity is bad, but through your affliction, the Lord is able 

to reveal to you, how you can turn to him, how you can trust in him.   
 

• The Apostle Paul is a perfect example of this.  
o He had great success in ministry, planting churches, raising up leaders, calling the 

lost to come to Christ.  
o He was a gifted leader, anointed by the Holy Spirit.  
o He was also given special revelations and visons of the Jesus Christ.  
o He was able to understand and explain the mysteries of Christ.  
o Not many had this kind of gift.  
o He had great success, he had much to boast about.  

 
• But in 2 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 7, listen to what he writes.  

o So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of 
the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh…to keep me from becoming 
conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave 
me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you.” (2 Corinthians 12:7) 

o We don’t know exactly what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was, but we know it was a 
great affliction for him.  

o Paul was a man who didn’t complain about shipwreck, or stoning, or flogging, or 
hunger.  

o But his thorn was too much for him, and he pleaded with the Lord 3 times, that 
God might take this affliction away.  
 

• But the Lord allowed this affliction to remain, to reveal how the Apostle might go astray.   
o And that’s how Paul was able to confess pride, and self-reliance, and a conceited 

attitude growing in his heart.  
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o Yes, even the great Apostle Paul, was tempted by pride.  
o He writes, “To keep me from becoming conceited…a thorn was given to me.”  
o It was his thorn in the flesh, that helped him to see.  
o It was his affliction that kept him from going astray, to fully trust in the Lord.  

 
• I was eating lunch with a friend this past week, and in the middle of the lunch, my friend 

said, “Tom you have a piece of red pepper stuck between your teeth.”  
o And to be honest, I felt kind of embarrassed.  
o But I was glad my friend pointed out the red pepper.  
o It would’ve been worse for me to walk around all day with a red pepper stuck 

between my teeth.  
 

• I know that suffering is never pleasant.  
o But it’d be worse to walk around, never being able to see the sickness in your 

heart.  
o Not knowing that pride, and self-reliance, greed, envy, jealousy, and immaturity 

was growing in our soul.   
o Without the affliction, we’d never be able to change our path.  

 
• Whenever I discipline my children, I never discipline them for the sake of discipline.   

o But I discipline them, so they can grow, and learn, to correct their path.  
o I discipline them, because I love them.  
o It’s the same with the Lord. 
o He doesn’t discipline us just to prove himself right, or because he takes joy in our 

affliction.  
o It’s so that we can change our path, and draw nearer to him.  
o “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when 

reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves…” (Hebrews 12:5-6) 
 

• Whatever you may be facing today, remember it’s in the fire that impurities in the metal 
are taken out. 

o It’s in the fire that you can become pure.  
o That you become stronger.  
o So, you don’t have to be afraid of your sickness, or financial loss, or the conflicts 

in your life.  
o You don’t have to fear tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or any kind of danger.  
o Because in all these things, the Lord is drawing you nearer to him.  
o Nearer to his love, nearer to his presence, nearer to his word.  

 
• “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.” Psalm 119:67 

Point 2:  
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• Second, you can have joy, because the Lord uses afflictions, to reveal the goodness of 

his truth.  
 

• Take a look at verse 71, “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your 
statutes.” (Psalm 119:71) 

o The writer declares that his afflictions were good for him.  
o Not only because they revealed how he was going astray, but because his 

afflictions taught him the goodness of God’s truth.  
o And he was able to learn from God’s word.  
o “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes.” 

 
• The Lord’s statues refer to the ways of the Lord.  

o Not only his commands and laws, but also his promises and who God is.  
o All the ways of the Lord.  
o And for this writer, his afflictions revealed, the glorious truths he never saw or 

experienced before.  
o Afflictions help us experience God’s truth personally, to make it clearer for us.  
o That’s why Martin Luther wrote, “I never knew the meaning of God’s word until I 

came into affliction. I have always found it one of my best schoolmasters.” 
(Luther)  
 

• In the church, you may often hear about how the Lord loves you, how God can forgive 
you, how he’ll never forsake you, and why it’s good to obey God’s word.  

o But have you ever wondered if all this could really be possible? 
o If you could truly be forgiven? 
o If God’s word is true? 

 
• And I imagine, this is what it was like the for the prodigal son.  

o As a young child, his father would’ve taught his son about God’s love, and God’s 
forgiveness, and God’s laws.  

o But God’s word meant nothing to him.  
o “I know dad, God loves me, God forgives me, I get it.”  
o “Now can I just get my inheritance, so I can be on my way.”  

 
• But it wasn’t long after that, affliction came to the father’s younger son.  

o He lost all his money.  
o He lost all his friends.  
o And losing everything, he found himself eating with pigs. 
o But it’s at this moment, the Bible tells us, that the son came to his senses.  
o He realized, how much better it was, to be with his father, how much better it 

was to obey the father.  
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• And after returning to this home.  
o After receiving forgiveness, and love, and restoration, can you imagine how 

much more he was able to see God’s love, and forgiveness, and truth.  
o How much more he was able to see, that’s God’s ways, were better than his 

ways.  
o He came to know the goodness of the word of God.  
o This son would’ve been able to say, “It was good for me to be afflicted, for now 

I know your statues.”  
 

• It’s through affliction, we can see more clearly, and feel more richly, and treasure more 
deeply, the word of the Lord.  

o Just think about all that the Bible contains.  
o There are promises that give hope, commands that protect us from harm, truths 

that show God’s love, doctrines that lead to forgiveness, testimonies that give us 
strength, all the statutes of the Lord.  

o And it’s in the fire that we can move from saying, “Yea I know, God loves me, yea 
I know, he forgives me” to truly knowing and declaring, “The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end.”  
 

• I don’t know what you’re facing today, but when you look to God’s word in your 
affliction, God’s word will come alive to you.  

o You’ll be able to see, and know, and believe his word.  
o Do you feel rejected by this world, look to God’s word, and you’ll see that he is 

always for you.  
o Do you feel tired and exhausted, look to God’s word, and you’ll the hope of 

eternal rest.  
o Do you feel the pain of failure, look to God’s word, and you’ll see that his 

mercies never come to an end.   
 

• “It was good for me to be afflicted, for now I know your statues.” 
 
Point 3:  

 
• Third, you can have joy, because in your affliction, you can experience God’s faithful 

hand over your life.   
 

• Take a look at verse 75, “I know, O Lord, that your rules are righteous, and that in 
faithfulness you have afflicted me.” (Psalm 119:75) 

o In verse 75, the writer first states that the Lord’s rules are righteous.  
o He affirms that God doesn’t commit evil, that God always does what is good.  
o He’s tasted and seen, that the Lord is good, and righteous, and holy.  
o So, he writes, “Your rules are righteous.”  
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• Therefore, he also affirms, that his afflictions, will ultimately show God’s faithfulness in 
his life.  

o In other words, the writer knows that the suffering he’s experiencing isn’t to 
show the wrath of God, but the faithfulness of God.  

o He knows that it’s the Lord’s goodness over his life.  
o That this affliction will turn out for his good.  
o So, he writes, “In faithfulness, you have afflicted me.”  

 
• When you experience affliction and suffering, you may wonder if the Lord is punishing 

you, or if you did something wrong, or if God is against you.  
o But the Scriptures are clear, the Lord is righteous.  
o He’s the Great Shepherd who protects the flock.  
o He’s Abba Father, who’s adopted us as sons and daughters.  
o He’s the Heavenly Father, who gives good gifts to his children.  
o He’s the God of love, who sent his one and only Son.  
o And he’s the Lord, who in all things is working for your good.  

 
• “I know, O Lord, that your rules are righteous, and that in faithfulness you have 

afflicted me.” 
 

• Now, I know some of you know this story, but there are many of you who don’t.  
o But it was on April 17, 2019, that I got final approval from our board, that I would 

not only be leading, but starting this congregation in Vernon Hills.  
o And I was excited to tell my wife, to tell my family, to tell those closest to me.  
o And I was ready to start recruiting people who’d help start this The Orchard 

Vernon Hills.  
 

• But just 2 days after hearing this great news, on Friday April 19, 2019, I woke up just like 
any other day, but I noticed a problem with my vision.  

o My eyes weren’t able to focus, and for some odd reason I was experiencing 
double vision.  

o I’m not talking about blurriness, I’m talking about seeing two of everything.  
o It was really scary to experience, and I had to get several tests done, to try and 

figure this out.   
o It was a pretty crazy week, I had to get a CT Scan, an MRI, an MRA, not to 

mention several blood tests.  
 

• Well, by God’s grace, they ruled out all the serious things, and the doctor diagnosed 
with me something called 6th nerve palsy.  

o Basically, possibly due to an infection, my 6th nerve, which controls part of my 
eye, wasn’t functioning properly.  

o And in my case, I was told that it should be fine in 3 to 9 months. 
o And if it didn’t heal by then, I was told surgery would be another possibility.  
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o But for the time being, I had a special lens that helped me to focus my vision.  
 

• And I have to tell you, this lens was more like an eye patch then a lens.  
o Even though it corrected my sight.  
o It was still hard to see, hard to read, hard to work.  
o And I couldn’t help but wonder, how I would pastor our church.  
o If my eye would ever improve.  
o If there was something I did to displease the Lord.  
o Why this affliction was happening at such a crucial time.  

 
• And every day I woke up, before opening my eyes, I would pray to the Lord, “Please 

would you heal this affliction.”  
o And every day, the first thing I would see was my alarm clock on the dresser.  
o And day after day, I continued to see, two alarm clocks.  
o One morning, as I woke up, I remember praying to the Lord, “Would you please 

heal me today, please correct my sight.” 
o And as I opened my eyes, it was the same as any other day, I still saw two 

images.  
o I was so discouraged, but then, I was reminded of the song, “Be Thou My Vision.” 
o Do you know this song?  
o “Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. Naught be all else to me, save that Thou 

art. Thou my best thought, by day or by night. Waking or sleeping, Thy presence 
my light.” 
 

• It was as if the Lord was speaking to me.  
o Saying to me, “Tom, focus your eyes one me, trust in my, look to me, and you will 

see that I will build my church.”  
o Well by God’s grace, after 6 months, not only was I healed of my eye affliction.  
o But as I look around today, I think we can all testify, that the Lord is building his 

church.  
o It was to show his power, his glory, his faithfulness, that I experienced affliction. 

 
• When we face affliction, we may not always understand why something is happening to 

us.  
o That’s exactly what happened with Job.  
o Job didn’t understand why the Lord allowed his children to die, why he allowed 

sickness in his life, why the Lord took away all he that owned. 
o And God could’ve told Job, “Listen, Job, this is happening to you, because Satan 

thinks you’re a fake. And I want to show him that your faith is real. In fact, not 
only to show Satan, but millions of people are going to read about you, and 
they’re going to find strength from your life. So, hang on, and I’ll restore 
everything that you lost.”  
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o Now, if the Lord, told Job him all of that, the story would lose its power, we 
wouldn’t be able to see Job’s true faith.  

o But not knowing why God was allowing this affliction, he may have complained, 
he may have been angry, but he continued to trust in the Lord, to believe.  

o And he was able to see the faithfulness of God.  
 

• I don’t know what you’re facing today, but I do know one thing, the Lord is working for 
your good.  

o The Lord our God is a good and righteous God.  
o And he works for the good of those who love him.  
o He’s working his faithfulness in your life.  

 
• “I know, O Lord, that your rules are righteous, and that in faithfulness you have 

afflicted me.” 
 
Conclusion:  

 
• And you can rejoice today.  

o You can rejoice in your suffering for Christ.  
o You can rejoice, though the fig tree does not blossom. 
o You can rejoice, in all your affliction.  
o Because the Lord is turning your heart back to him.  
o Because the Lord is showing you the goodness of his truth.  
o Because the Lord is working his faithfulness in your life.  

 
• And if you’ve never trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

o I want to invite you to trust in him today. 
o So that you can experience joy in the Lord.  
o So that you don’t have to be afraid of your problems.  
o Affliction without Christ will only lead to more sorrow and more suffering.  
o But when you trust in in Christ, you’ll be able to experience an incredible joy 

you’ve never experienced before.  
o Today, the Lord can fill you with all joy, so that in believing in him, you might 

have hope.  
o Why wouldn’t you want this for your life?  
o Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and I promise you, this joy can be yours today.  

 
 
 

 
  
 


