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THANKFUL AND THRIVING

The month of November causes us to be more THANKFUL than usual as we 

look ahead toward Thanksgiving. And in a year like 2020, it’s especially 

helpful for us to spend some time being THANKFUL for all that God is doing 

among us.

Five years ago, we launched Thrive as a response to the urgent need we saw 

for Christian mission in America and around the world. Our goal was three-fold: 

to renovate the Arlington Heights facility for the benefit of our entire multi-site 

church, to launch three new congregations in the greater Chicago area and 

to plant churches in the Balkan Region of Europe. Through the campaign, we 

hoped to see deeper roots, richer life and more fruit.

We are so THANKFUL for all that God has done in the last five years. As we 

approach the end of the campaign on December 31, we want to share some 

reasons we are THANKFUL for your participation in Thrive. 
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" 

We knew on our 
first visit that this was 

an amazing place to be...

“

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR DEEPER ROOTS

More locations and worship services mean more opportunities to dig deeper roots into God’s word. In the past five years, 
we’ve launched three new congregations:

• Northfield 2017 • Chicago 2019 • Vernon Hills 2020

TOM YOON, PASTOR  |  VERNON HILLS

“I’m so grateful for all that Thrive has done for the advance 

of the Gospel, even amid a pandemic. The Vernon Hills 

congregation has been able to start weekly services and we 

are excited for how smoothly things are progressing with 

securing a permanent location. It’s also been encouraging 

to see the staff members the Lord has sent to start this 

congregation. And in these past few weeks, our children as 

well as our students have started meeting. Moreover, we now 

have more than 150 solid commitments to Vernon Hills and 

another 50 people who are still praying about fully committing. The Lord has used Thrive to 

build a new Gospel-preaching congregation in The Orchard, and I’m looking forward to seeing 

all the fruit that is yet to come.”

JOHN KOH  |  NORTHFIELD & VERNON HILLS

“Since attending The Orchard, I have a deeper appreciation and understanding of the Bible. 

The insights from the Bible and the loving community here have come at an important time in 

our family's life. My wife, Joyce, and I had challenging experiences in previous ministries; we loved 

the community of believers, but we were not growing spiritually. At times, we wondered if the 

Bible was relevant to our lives now. At The Orchard, we have been so blessed to experience a 

loving community and to hear messages that dig deep into the text that ministers to us. We have 

a renewed spirituality and a deeper appreciation and understanding of God. We look forward to 

what God has in store for our church community here and how God will use us to honor Him.” 

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR RICHER LIFE

The renovation of the Arlington Heights facility has allowed for more ministry. It’s a more welcoming place for guests – and much easier to 
navigate for everyone! More space in the lobby and café provides places to gather in community with one another. The café space is used 
consistently throughout the week for LIFE Groups, one-on-one meetings, youth group and other ongoing ministry. 

DAVID & AMY WILLIAMS

“Our family has been part of the Northfield congregation for several years. 

We continue to be amazed and blessed by the positive and uplifting 

messages, music, fellowship, and children's program. We knew on our 

first visit that this was an amazing place to be and that we had found the 

right church home for our family. For us, it is a wonderful place to join with 

friends to praise the name of the Lord. But just as importantly, it is a place 

of comfort when life brings storms. When I think back over the last several years and the ups and downs 

that happen in life, it was the Lord working through the church, the sermons, and the pastors that brought messages of encouragement and 

hope. It is amazing how the message always seems to be exactly what we need to hear at the perfect time. Our faith has been strengthened, 

and we are so very THANKFUL to call The Orchard our church home.” 

" The Lord has used 
Thrive to build a new 

Gospel-preaching 
congregation in The Orchard, 

and I’m looking forward to 
seeing all the fruit that is 

yet to come.

“



WE ARE THANKFUL FOR MORE FRUIT
Being involved in new work provides lots of opportunities for 
people to serve. We are THANKFUL for the those who stepped 
out in faith to be part of a new congregation and helped to make 
the launches possible. Church doesn’t happen without many 
committed volunteers. 

Additionally, we’ve seen so many people extend themselves in 
ministry in the Balkans. We’re THANKFUL for the couples from 
our church who have or soon will spend a year or more in the 
Balkans: Hector and Dally Quintana, Dave and Carol Dallstream, 
and Doug and Kristie Andre. 

We are THANKFUL for the Rushiti Family (Kujtim, Lauren; Ellie, 
Paul, Poema, Kate) and Alexander and Kendra Macris who were 
part of The Orchard and are now serving long-term in Albania 
and Greece, respectively.

We are THANKFUL for the relationships that have been 
developed with national workers throughout the Balkans who 

are able to do Gospel ministry in a way that we as Americans are unable. 

DAVE & GINA UDCHIK

“In 2016, we were part of a team that was sent to inquire of the Lord 

concerning His plan to use The Orchard in the Balkan region in the years 

ahead. We had no idea what the Lord might do and even felt some guilt 

that the church was sending us on a “vacation.” Since then, each of the 

people who went on that trip have been involved in another missions 

trip. Mike and Trina Young have led three teams to run a children’s 

Bible week and university student outreach in Durrës, Albania, and are 

committed to continue to lead teams there. Dan Benson serves remotely and twice a year on-site 

with a team in Kosovo, Macedonia, and Albania. His wife, Karen, was part of a team that spoke at 

a women’s conference in India in 2018. Since that first trip, we have served on several teams in the 

Balkan region and have twice led a Bible distribution team in Greece. We have witnessed God’s 

glory! The blessings have been many: fellowship with Christians from around the world, sermons 

about saving grace in Jesus, worship with talented musicians, safety while traveling to distant 

villages, joy-filled work with Christian brothers and sisters, and conversations about Jesus with 

villagers. It is clear to us that our praying with that team in 2016 is what knit our hearts to others 

and has prepared us to embrace the Lord’s plan to serve every summer in the Balkan region along 

the Via Egnatia (an ancient road nearly 700 miles long stretching from Durrës, Albania, to Istanbul, 

Turkey). We never thought missions was for us, but the Lord has changed our hearts, and it started 

with that first trip to the Balkans.” 

We are unbelievably THANKFUL for God’s generosity through His people. It’s a gift to be part 
of a church that is so generous with their resources. To date, we’ve collected $9M towards our 
$10M goal. And it’s not too late to give to Thrive to continue to support the work both in 
Vernon Hills and in the Balkans. Give at theorchardefc.org by mail (1301 S. Grove Ave., 
Barrington, IL 60010), through your bank, or via our app (text TOC APP to 77977).  

THANK YOU for the part you’ve played in helping us to thrive. Whether you started attending 
one of our new congregations, faithfully and patiently served through a major renovation, gave 
of your time to serve in the Balkans, gave financially or committed this work to prayer, we are 
THANKFUL for YOU!
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UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE

November 7/8
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Josh Parsons

NOVEMBER 14/15
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Josh Parsons

NOVEMBER 21/22
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Josh Parsons

NOVEMBER 28/29
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Alex Rodriguez

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Josh Parsons

DECEMBER 5/6
AH: Pastor Colin Smith

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Colin Smith

http://theorchardefc.org
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES—FOCUS AREA: Balkans

MARIO & SUZANNA CASNI | ReachBeyond | Croatia | mcasni@gmail.com

Mario develops and executes evangelistic media projects in the Balkan region with Croatian evangelical 
churches and like-minded organizations. Praise for meeting a head of the local tv station at one of their 
meetings. Pray regarding a promising conversation about productions of ReachBeyond being included 
in this station’s broadcasting.

KUJTIM & LAUREN RUSHITI | Radstock | Albania | therushitifamily@gmail.com

They are reaching the city of Durrës with the Gospel through evangelism and church planting by 
investing in students, families, soccer friends and the American Language School. Pray for opportunities 
to build new relationships with people in the community, share the Gospel and encourage people to read 
the Word of God. Praise that Albanians want to attend the American Language School but pray that the 
Lord sends English-speaking teachers. Pray for those who have been affected by Covid, for healing and 
no long-term effects. Praise for a student that Lauren plans to start a Bible study with.

SHKELZEN & KLODIANA HALILAJ | Radstock | North Macedonia | shkelzenidheklodiana@gmail.com

Shkelzen leads a church planting team in Gostivar, shepherding and preaching the Word while 
evangelizing locals at the Mosaic Community Centre, where natives teach English. Praise they have 
daily opportunities to share the Gospel with old friends and new friends. Pray for the new season of 
ESL classes that started in September and for the good number of students. Pray for God’s protection 
on the health of the team and their witness during ESL classes. Pray for their need to raise funds for a 
new car. 

HAROLD & CINDY GOLDEN | ReachGlobal | Hungary | haroldgolden@efca.org

Serving at a church plant in Obuda, they teach adult English clubs, mentor adults and high school 
students, and conduct summer VBS/English camps. Pray for them as they are currently in the States, 
trusting that they will be able to return to Budapest in January. Pray for Pastor David Pollak and his 
wife Judit and their family to remain healthy as school has started in Budapest. Pray for the future of 
this church plant. Pray for their friends and the pastor at Bekasi Golgota Church to remain faithful to 
proclaim the Gospel. 

CASSIDY BAKER | ReachGlobal | Hungary | Cassidy.baker@efca.org

This month, Cassidy takes on a new role as the Budapest City Team Leader, having previously managed 
the Art Café proclaiming the Gospel through coffee, art, music, Bible study and worship. Pray for her 
new leadership role with other team members as she learns their responsibilities and individual calling. 
Pray the Lord gives guidance and wisdom in areas where her skills and background will be helpful, 
and in other areas where she feels she is lacking. Pray as she guides the team into the Lord’s work in 
Budapest, oversees financial responsibilities, and communicates with partners and churches. Praise for 
those who spoke into her life regarding this new role (especially current leader, Mark Revell), for their 

 encouragement and reminders of who she is and who God is.

KEJDIS & RUDINA BAKALLI | Global Church Movement/CRU | Albania | bakalalli@gmail.com 

Desiring to see strong Gospel movements among M* communities in Albania, Kosovo, Eastern Europe 
and Russia, they help national leaders plant churches, training and equipping them so that everyone 
knows someone who follows Christ. Praise that the global Bold Move Conference, held online for 
the first time, was able to encourage and train more than 2,000 church planters and leaders. Praise 

for Zoom meetings with a contact made at the conference who has a vision to start 200 new churches in Africa. Sharing 
effective strategies with this contact has been a great source of joy. Pray God will use this person to spur on church 
planting in Africa and bring many people into the Kingdom.
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