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Introduction 
• Good morning everyone, my name is Carl, and I am very grateful to have the opportunity to 

preach the Word here at Vernon Hills this morning. I am the pastoral intern at the Northfield 
congregation, where I have been a part of the Orchard for the last four years. I came to the 
Orchard on the first Sunday I spent here in Illinois, and felt God’s call to invest in this church 
as my home, and I am very grateful that I did. I came here to Illinois to study at Trinity, 
where I am finishing up my masters degree. The Orchard has faithfully shepherded me and 
trained me over these last few years as I have discerned where God is leading me, and one of 
the opportunities I have had is to preach the Word from the pulpit of the Orchard, like today. 

• Today, our passage  is found at the very beginning of the Gospel of Mark, as Jesus begins his 
ministry. What I love about this passage and what I love about the all Gospels is that they are 
first and foremost stories. They are stories. They tell us the story of Jesus life and ministry, 
and as the Gospels tell us that story, they show us the importance and power of what Jesus 
said and did for us. And of the main ways that the Gospel shows us the importance and 
power of Jesus and his life, is by bringing other people into his story. 

• The life, the story of Jesus intersects and connects with the stories of all the people in the 
Gospels. And whenever someone interacts with Jesus, that person’s life is completely 
changed, their story is completely rewritten. And that is how I want us to understand our 
passage today. We are going to see a leper’s life, his story, be completely rewritten by Jesus. 
His past and future will be fully transformed by Jesus. And as we see this happen for the 
leper, we will understand how this happens for us as well. So let’s begin.  

1. Jesus rewrites your past…When we come to Jesus, he receives us as we are. Whatever our 
past, whatever our history may be. You can come to Jesus unafraid of what you have done or 
what has been done to you. Because Jesus takes your past and he rewrites it. We can see how 
Jesus rewrites your past in our passage today, in two ways. 

A. By erasing your shame: First, Jesus rewrites your past by erasing your shame. Look with 
me at v. 40… 

Mark 1:40: “And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, ‘If you 
will, you can make me clean.’” 

• Our passage opens by introducing us to the leper. Who was this leper? Well, the word leprosy 
here could be used to refer to any number of infectious skin diseases. But essentially, this was 
a man who was visibly and incurably afflicted with a painful disease that covered much of 
his body.  

• What did his leprosy mean for this leper? Leviticus 13 tells us… 
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Leviticus 13:45-46: “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and 
let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, 
unclean.’ 13:46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He 
shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.” 

• This is what life was like for the leper. He lived in isolation, separated from society, from 
family, friends. No one would come near him, they were afraid of being infected. So he lived 
alone, ashamed of who he was, and with no hope of being rid of this incurable and life-long 
disease. 

• And that is where we find our leper now. After living with this disease for who knows how 
long, he hears of this man from Nazareth, traveling throughout Galilee, preaching and 
healing people of all sorts of illnesses. This man, this healer, could cleanse him of his leprosy, 
he knows it. After years of shame, isolation, and hopelessness, there is someone who could 
make him clean. So the leper searches for this man, and when the leper finds him, he 
approaches him. 

• And how does the leper approach Jesus? He goes to him on his hands and knees, humbly 
asking that, if Jesus would, that he would make him clean. The leper is pleading with Jesus, 
to take away his leprosy, the affliction that has caused him so much shame and suffering. The 
leper was asking Jesus to erase this shame from his body and his life.  

• I am sure we can all connect with the leper on this. We all have parts of ourselves, parts of 
our past, shameful parts of our story that we wish we could erase. Shame that isolates us 
from others, shame that often feels overwhelming to the point of hopelessness.  

• The leper did not ask for his leprosy, he did not do anything to deserve his disease.  
His leprosy was a source of shame that he had to live with. You may suffer from 
shame over what you have experienced in your own life: choices that were made for 
you, wrong things that were done to you, or circumstances out of your control. You 
may feel that these sources of shame may stain your soul, and keep you from peace 
and joy.  

• Or perhaps your shame comes from guilt over choices or regret over mistakes you 
have made. Your shame comes from your actions, your words, your thoughts, that you 
can’t take back, and shame over this lingers in your mind and soul.  

• For the leper, his leprosy was a source of shame that crushed him and isolated him. The 
shame he felt kept him from drawing near to others and drawing near to God. I have had that 
same experience in my own life: when shame kept me from feeling like I was worth being 
known or loved by anyone or by God. This is not what Jesus wants for us.  

• In Jesus, we find the compassion and mercy that overcomes all our shame. The leper came to 
Jesus looking for him to erase his shame, to take away his leprosy, to rewrite his past so that 
shame wouldn’t burden him anymore. And so how did Jesus respond? 

B. By making you clean: Jesus erased the lepers shame, and he made him clean, just as he 
makes all of us clean. Look at v. 41…  
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Mark 1:41-42: “Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to 
him, ‘I will; be clean.’ 1:42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made 
clean.” 

• The leper came to Jesus and humbly asked him to make him clean. And so Jesus reached out, 
and he touched the leper, and he made him clean.  

• I want you all to really notice here: Jesus touched the leper. Jesus didn’t need to do that! 
Jesus could have simply glanced at the leper and cleansed him. There’s a time in the Gospels 
where Jesus heals a person who’s clear on the other side of town. So why did Jesus touch the 
leper to cleanse him? 

• For anyone else, touching a leper would make you unclean, you would have to purify 
yourself afterwards. But not for Jesus. Instead of being polluted by the leper’s 
impurity, the leper was cleansed by Jesus holiness. Jesus took the leper’s impurity, 
and made him clean. He took the leper’s shame, and erased it, as if it never was.  

• Just as Jesus did for the leper, he also does for us. Jesus erases our shame, whatever it may 
be, and wipes it away. He makes us clean. He cleanses us, not just theoretically or 
metaphorically. Jesus really and truly cleanses us of our past shame, just as truly as he 
cleansed the leper of his leprosy. 

• You can be really cleansed. This is not a cleansing that is real only in our heads or 
only in heaven. Your guilt over the wrong things you have done, your shame over the 
wrong things that have been done to you, can be erased. No one can look down upon 
you or accuse you for them anymore. Not yourself, not others, and neither will God.  

• You can be truly cleansed, by a cleansing that is more true and powerful than 
anything this world can offer. If you seek Jesus like the leper did. If you humbly put 
your faith in him, in his power, in who he is as the Son of God, you can be cleansed 
as the leper was.  

• I want to tell you a story that I think is a perfect picture of this first point. A few years ago, I 
had the opportunity to spend a couple weeks on a Native American reservation in South 
Dakota. These reservations in South Dakota have very high rates of crime, poverty, 
homelessness, so one of the evenings the team I was with held a cookout for the small town 
we were in. Plenty of people from around town showed up, and I got to talking with a 
number of them.  

• At one point, an older lady came and set next to me. She told me that her name was Bonnie. I 
talked with Bonnie for a while. She told me about her children, and that I looked a lot like 
her son. Bonnie told me that she was homeless. She told me she appreciated that someone 
would just sit and talk with her, as most people don’t.  

• I felt the Lord tugging on my heart, so I asked Bonnie, “Do you believe in Jesus?” I felt a 
shift in Bonnie’s attitude. Bonnie stopped smiling and became immediately serious. She 
leaned closer to me and said that a lot of people have told her that she can go to heaven, and 
as she went on, I could hear the emotion, her voice almost cracked as she tried not to cry. She 
said “a lot of people have told me that I can go to heaven, but I know…I know…that I am 
going to hell.”  
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• Bonnie told me that years ago, when she was pregnant with one of her children, she 
murdered a man, she stabbed a man to death. She was arrested and served nine years in 
prison. During that time she gave birth to her child, but he couldn’t stay with her while she 
was in prison. Bonnie told me that God would never forgive her for such a terrible thing.  

• I saw how the guilt and shame of her past had broken Bonnie. So I told her that wasn’t true. I 
told her that she can be forgiven and set free through Jesus. I asked if I could pray for her, 
and she said yes. And so I prayed for her that God would open Bonnie’s eyes to the 
forgiveness that she can have through the Gospel.  

• What was true for the leper was true for Bonnie, and is true for you. Your shame, your guilt, 
you can be cleansed from all of it through Christ. Not just metaphorically or abstractly. But 
really, truly and deeply we are made clean so that our past no longer determines or defines 
us.  

• Both the wrong things you have done and the wrong things that have been done to 
you. 

• Whether you are the victim of sin, or others have been the victims of your sin. 
• You are truly cleansed. That is how Jesus rewrites your past. He erases the shame, suffering, 

guilt, and sin of your past, and he cleanses you of it. He makes you clean, by taking it on 
himself and bearing it for you, and by making you new. Just like he took the impurity of the 
leper, and made him clean. 

2. Jesus rewrites your future…This is a beautiful picture of what our Lord does for the leper 
here. But, very importantly, our story does not end there. After cleansing the now-former 
leper of his leprosy, Jesus gives him a stern command for him to obey… 

Mark 1:43-44: “And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 1:44 and said 
to him, ‘See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer 
for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.’” 

• After cleansing the leper, Jesus commanded him to go and offer a sacrifice for his cleansing, 
according to what was commanded in law of Leviticus. Why did Jesus tell him to do this? 
The leper was clean! His leprosy was gone! Why did he need to go to the priests and offer 
this sacrifice? 

• Because, Jesus was not done with the former leper. Jesus was not simply interested in 
rewriting his past, he was going to rewrite his future too. By commanding the former leper to 
go and offer this sacrifice, Jesus was rewriting his future in two ways. 

A. On earth: First, Jesus commanded the former leper to go and offer this sacrifice to rewrite 
his earthly future. Yes, Jesus had gotten rid of the man’s leprosy, but the former leper still 
needed to be ritually cleansed through sacrifice. Because, by this ritual sacrifice, the former 
leper could then rejoin the community of the people of God.  

• By offering this sacrifice, the former leper would be cleansed by the priest and then 
allowed to leave his isolation and be welcomed back into the community of God’s 
people. The former leper could rejoin his family, his friends, the people of God in 
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their worship and fellowship. No longer burdened with the shame and difficulty of 
isolation and separation. Jesus had made a way for this man to have a future as a part 
of the family of God on earth.  

• And Jesus does the same for us. When you believe in Jesus, when you are forgiven 
and cleansed of your former guilt and shame, your are welcomed into the community 
of God’s people, into the family of God. You are no longer alone, but you are given a 
new spiritual family. This new family does not see your shame or guilt, but sees the 
past that Jesus has rewritten.  

• What I love about the Gospel is how it subverts and contradicts our expectations.  
• Jesus, through his cleansing, brought a leprous outcast back into the fellowship of his people. 

And Jesus still works the same way today.  
• Through the Gospel, through his forgiveness… 

• Jesus makes brothers and sisters out of strangers and enemies. 
• He gives family to orphans and widows.  
• He makes sons and daughters out of murderers, adulterers, hypocrites, the last person 

you would expect.  
• Jesus rewrites the future of people around us every day, giving them a future here on 

earth as a part of the people of God. 
• By commanding the former leper to offer this sacrifice, Jesus was commanding him to rejoin 

the people of God. Jesus was rewriting his story for a future of worshipping and obeying the 
Lord alongside the family of God.  

• There is here a command for us as well: Not only should we commit ourselves to the family 
of God for our lives here on earth. But we should also open the doors of our churches and 
homes, open our hearts, to the outcasts that Jesus brings into our family. We need to get rid of 
our judgment and pride. Whoever joins the family of God no longer has a past of guilt and 
shame, Jesus has rewritten that. So we must love them as they have been cleansed, just as we 
were cleansed.  

B. For eternity: So, Jesus rewrote the former leper’s earthly future, reconciling him to the 
people of God. But Jesus does not just rewrite our future on earth, Jesus rewrites our future 
for eternity. This is the second reason Jesus commanded the former leper to go and offer this 
sacrifice, to point to the former leper’s true need for cleansing, and the true source of that 
cleansing.  

• The whole system of sacrifices for cleansing from impurity only ever pointed to the true need 
for cleansing that every person has. By telling the former leper that he needed to go and offer 
this sacrifice, Jesus was reminding him of this true need for cleansing. The leper needed 
cleansing, not just from leprosy, but from sin.  

• The former leper did not simply need to be reconciled to the people of God, he 
needed to be reconciled to God himself.  

• Jesus was giving him not just an earthly future among God’s people, but Jesus was 
giving him an eternal future in God’s presence.  
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• By commanding the former leper to go and offer this sacrifice, Jesus was telling him: Go and 
find greater cleansing than cleansing from your leprosy. Find cleansing from your sin, so that 
you can not simply stand among God’s people, but so you can stand before God.  

• This eternal future was greater than any earthly future this former leper could find. By being 
reconciled to God, by receiving that eternal relationship with him, this man could find eternal 
grace, love, hope and peace that surpasses all else.  

• But where? Where could he find cleansing from his sin?  
• Take a look at something that Jesus says in v. 44: He tells the former leper to go and 

offer a sacrifice to the priests ‘for a proof to them.’ What does this mean? 
• If this man showed up before the priests to offer a sacrifice, completely leprosy-free, 

this would show the priests and all the people of Galilee that someone had arrived 
who had the power and authority to cleanse a man of his leprosy. This would be proof 
to them all, proof that the promised and prophesied Messiah had arrived.  

• By commanding the former leper to go and offer this sacrifice, Jesus was not just 
reminding him of his need for cleansing from sin. Jesus was testifying to who he was, 
as the true source and hope for that cleansing from sin.  

• And as we read these words today, Jesus is testifying to us too. Jesus is pointing us to 
our need for cleansing from sin, and pointing to himself as our only hope.  

• That is where the leper could find cleansing from his sin, in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. And 
through faith in Jesus he could be reconciled to God for an eternal future in his presence.  

• By commanding the former leper to go and offer this sacrifice, Jesus was rewriting his future 
in two ways: 

• First, Jesus was rewriting his future on earth, by making a way for him to be 
welcomed into the community, the family of the people of God. So that he could live 
the rest of his life in fellowship and worship with them.  

• And second, Jesus was rewriting his future for eternity, by pointing him to his true 
need for cleansing from sin. And Jesus was the person who could give him that 
cleansing, that forgiveness. Jesus’ power and authority to cleanse of his leprosy was 
the proof that Jesus had the power and authority to cleanse him of his sin. And so, if 
the former leper had faith in Jesus for that cleansing, he would be reconciled to God 
for an eternal relationship of grace, love, hope and peace, and an eternal future in the 
heavenly kingdom.  

Conclusion 
• Did the former leper obey Jesus, did he offer the sacrifice, rejoin the people of God, and find 

cleansing from his sin? The story doesn’t tell us that. Our passage does say that the former 
leper did not listen to Jesus’ request to keep quiet for the time being. He told everyone about 
what Jesus had done, which disrupted Jesus’ ministry in the towns of Galilee. And if we look 
at the next few stories in Mark, we see that Jesus is suddenly on the radar of the scribes and 
Pharisees, and not in a good way.  

• But the story does not end in this passage. Jesus continues to cleanse and forgive women and 
men through the rest of Mark, the rest of Scripture, and continues to do so today. 
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• Are you isolated and weighed down by your shame and guilt? Jesus can wipe that 
away. He can make you clean. Your past can be rewritten can the cleansing power of 
Jesus’ grace and love. You can have a future with family of God on earth, and in the 
presence of God in for eternity.  

• Are you like the leper? Are you like Bonnie? Is there any part of you that is still 
burdened with shame and guilt? Are you still holding back from a relationship with 
God and his people? Then come to Jesus as the leper did, and you can be made clean. 
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