
 
 
I want you to know that I am excited about the project that has been shared with us this morning. The 
renovation of this building in these last years has been a wonderful help to ministry and it is a joy to see 
this place used for ministry every day the week. 
 
But one thing remains to be done, and that is to provide an attractive home for our thriving student 
ministry. And now we have the opportunity to do this together. Karen and I will certainly be supporting 
this project through our giving and I hope that you will want to do the same, as the Lord enables you.  
 
Please open your Bible at Matthew 17. Our series on Peter is being interspersed throughout the year 
and, God willing, we will return to it in the fall. Next week, our residents and interns are preaching at all 
campuses of The Orchard. We have 8 preachers speaking at the 12 services of the Orchard next 
weekend. Ethan and Ilir will be bringing the Word of God in the services here.  
 
Then in June, we will be resuming out series in Isaiah 53, “The Gospel According to Isaiah” which is 
across all campuses of The Orchard. That’s what’s ahead, but today, we are look at this remarkable story  
of the transfiguration of Jesus. 
 
We saw last time that Jesus told His disciples He must suffer and be rejected, and be killed and after 
three days rise again. Peter objected. He began to rebuke Jesus and he would have continued, except 
that Jesus rebuked him, “Get behind me, Satan.”  
 
It’s clear that Peter accepted the rebuke of Jesus. He did not leave with Satan. He stayed with Jesus, 
even when he did not like what Jesus said, or where Jesus was going.  
 
There will be times in our lives when we struggle with what Jesus is saying and where He is leading. 
Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me” (Mark 8:34). 
 
And what comes next is the story of the transfiguration. Jesus took Peter, James and John to the top of a 
mountain where they saw Jesus’ glory.  
 
When you read this first, it may seem remote from your experience, but this story speaks directly to us 
today. It tells us what we need to do when we face suffering and loss. What we must do when it’s hard 
to follow Jesus.   
 
1. Look at the glory of Jesus.   
2. Rejoice in the work of Jesus. 
3. Rest in the sufficiency of Jesus.   
4. Listen to the words of Jesus. 
 

1. Look At The Glory Of Jesus  
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“And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as 
light” (Matt. 17:2). He was transfigured before them…The word translated transfigured here is 
metamorpho, from which we get out word metamorphosis. There was a transformation not only in the 
appearance of Jesus but in His form. 
 
Matthew records that His face shone like the sun. The Old Testament tells us that the face of Moses 
shone when he came down the mountain because he had been in the presence of God when He 
received the law. It was as if something of the brightness of the presence of God rubbed on him.  
 
There is a brightness about a person who walks with Jesus. “Those who look to Him are radiant; their 
faces are never covered in shame” (Psa. 34:5). This radiance does not come from within us. It rubs off on 
us as we spend time in the presence of our glorious Savior. That’s what happened to Moses, and that is 
why the radiance faded as he came away from the presence of God.  
 
But what happens here is different. This radiant brightness does not come to Jesus. It comes from Jesus. 
It bursts out from within Him. “He was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun” (vs. 2). 
This is one of the most dramatic scenes on the entire Bible, and I want us to get a picture of it in our 
minds.  
 
(i) There is reason to think that this may have happened at night. Luke tells us that Jesus went up on the 
mountain to pray (Luke 9:28). And this was something that He did on other occasions at night.  
 
If that is the case, this would have been similar to what happened when Jesus was born. “There were 
shepherds, out in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by night and suddenly, the night sky was filled 
with radiant light. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them” 
(Luke 2:9). 
 
(ii) Then Luke tells us that, “Peter and those who were with Him were heavy with sleep” (Luke 9:32). That 
might simply have been that they were exhausted after climbing the mountain, but I suspect that what 
happened here was similar to what happened later in the Garden of Gethsemane, and that the disciples 
had falls asleep because it was late at night.  
 
Peter staggers to the top of the mountain and gets there exhausted. The sun is setting, and Peter lies 
down, flat on his back, and falls asleep.  
 
But he is wakened by what seems like a bright shining light. It’s so bright that Peter can hardly open his 
eyes. But as he does, he realizes that the brightness is not coming from the sun, or the moon. It is 
coming from Jesus.  
 
How does this story speak to us today? Jesus had just told His disciples that He must suffer, be rejected, 
and be killed. In just a few days’ time, John would see the face of Jesus battered, bruised and beaten. He 
would be so disfigured, as to become unrecognizable. A crown of thorns would be forced onto His head,  
and after six hours hanging on a cross, the light in his eyes would be darkened in death. 
 
The disciples needed to know that this was not the end, and so Jesus gave them a glimpse of His glory.  
 
This is a story for when you suffer.  
Jesus is the Lord of glory, but when He entered our world, His glory was veiled.  



 3 

What people saw was a baby lying in a manger a carpenter’s son growing up in a small rural town. But 
glimpses of His glory kept breaking out in the miracles he performed. The disciples thought that they 
knew Him, but when He stilled the storm, they said, “Who is this that even the wind and the waves obey 
Him?” 
 
Now they know who He is. He is the Christ. The Son of the living God. And Jesus gave them a glimpse of 
the glory that lay beyond the cross. Suffering and death would not be the end for Jesus and they will not 
be the end for you. Right now, Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father in heaven. One day, 
you will see and share the glory of Jesus as these disciples did.  
 
2. Rejoice In The Work Of Jesus  
“And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him” (Matt 17:3). 
 
Jesus is preparing to endure the agonies of the cross. He has just told his disciples that the Son of Man 
must suffer, and be rejected and be killed and on the third day rise again. You might hope that the 
disciples of Jesus would surround him with strength and support, but the opposite happens. Peter 
rebuked Jesus. There was no comfort, help, or support there.  
 
So, God sent Moses and Elijah to minister to Jesus just as, later in the Garden of Gethsemane, God sent 
an angel to minister to Jesus when His disciples had fallen asleep (Luke 22:43). When Satan uses a Peter 
to tempt you, God will provide a Moses or an Elijah to strengthen you.  
 
Moses had died and been buried 1400 years before the time of Jesus. Elijah had been taken up to 
heaven 800 years before the time of Jesus. Yet here they are, as large as life, talking with Jesus.  
 
Here is something very wonderful for all who grieve the loss of a loved one. Those who have died in the 
Lord are very much alive. Bishop Ryle says, “We find two men appearing on earth in their bodies, who 
had long been separate from the land of the living – and in them we have a pledge of the resurrection of 
all.”1  
 
Moses and Elijah were “talking with” Jesus. What did they talk with Jesus about? Luke tells us that they 
“spoke of his departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” A clear reference to His 
suffering, crucifixion, and death. 
 
What would Moses and Elijah have said to Jesus about His suffering and death? 
 
(i) God gave the law through Moses. I expect that Moses would have spoken to Jesus about His death in 
relation to the law. “In Your life, you have fulfilled the entire law that God gave through. No one else has 
ever done this. I couldn’t do it, and Elijah here didn’t do it either. 
 
“You alone know the blessing that belongs to those who keep the entire law of God. And now, you are 
going to bear the curse that comes to sinners who break the law. You will stand in their place. The curse 
that belongs to them will become yours. The blessing that belongs to you will become theirs.” 
 
(ii) Elijah was widely regarded as the greatest of the prophets. 

 
1 Expository Thoughts, Matthew, p. 207 
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So, I expect that Elijah would have spoken to Jesus about His death in relation to prophecy. “You are 
fulfilling all that was spoke by the Prophets. They spoke of what You will suffer. But they also spoke of 
how You will triumph!  
 
“Yes, you will go through the darkest valley, but on the other side, you will enter into an inexpressibly 
glorious joy. You will be exalted to the highest place. The will of God will prosper in Your hand. You will 
redeem a multitude of people from every tribe and nation, and the earth will be filled with the glory of 
God as the waters cover the sea.”  
 
3. Rest In The Sufficiency Of Jesus  
“And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him” (Matt. 17:3). 
 
Peter wakes up and sees radiant light shining from Jesus. Then to his absolute astonishment he sees 
Moses and Elijah. How did he know they were Moses and Elijah? Did Jesus tell him? Did they introduce 
themselves? We are not told. 
 
What we are told is what Peter said: “And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” (Matt. 17:4). Peter 
has learned from Jesus’ rebuke. Jesus is Lord. “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” And because Jesus is 
Lord, he says, “If you wish, I will make three tents here.” 
 
Luke adds some detail that helps us understand what was happening here.  
“And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”— not knowing what he said” (Luke 
9:33). 
 
Not knowing what he said. Usually, when you don’t know what to say, the best plan is to say nothing. 
But that was not Peter’s style. As the men were parting God had sent Moses and Elijah to minister to 
Jesus and the disciples. Now God is taking these men away, and Peter doesn’t want to let them go. Let’s 
build three shelters. Let’s keep Moses and Elijah here. 
 
Who is the Moses – Who is the Elijah in your life? Who has brought strength, and comfort, and support 
in your life? Who has been God’s gift to you? When God takes that person away, you won’t want to let 
them go. Every person who walks the dark valley of bereavement knows what this is like. So, I want you 
to notice what happens next.  
 
“He was still speaking when behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said,  
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (Matt. 17:5). 
 
In the Old Testament, God’s awesome presence drew near in a cloud. And here, the Almighty speaks in 
an audible voice, as He had done at Mount Sinai. And He says about Jesus, “He is my beloved Son. I am 
well pleased with Him. Listen to Him.” 
 
Moses and Elijah have ministered to you. They have brought strength and help and comfort. But Jesus is 
infinitely more precious than Moses or Elijah. God says, “This is my beloved Son!  Listen to Him!” I am 
well pleased with Him, and you should be too. Now Listen to Him! 
 
Jesus is the gift of the Father to you. All that you need is in Him. And He will never be taken from you. 
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And then Matthew tells us that, “when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only” (Matt. 
17:8). They don’t have Moses and Elijah, but they have Jesus. And in Jesus they have all that they need.  
 
4. Listen To The Words Of Jesus  
“When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear” (Matt. 17:6-7).  
 
The words Jesus spoke on the mountain are in these verses and they are full of significance for us today.  
Notice what happens to the disciples in the immediate presence of the Almighty. They see the cloud of 
God’s presence. They hear the audible voice of God. and they fall on their faces in terror and fear.  
 
We would be the same. People sometimes say, “When I get to see God, I’m going to ask Him some hard 
questions.” It won’t be like that. Read any account in the Bible of a person in the immediate presence of 
God and you will find what you find here, “They feel on their faces and were terrified.” 
 
When God drew near the prophet Habakkuk said, “My heart pounds, my lips quiver, my legs tremble” 
(Hab. 3:16). The prophet Malachi asked, “Who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire” 
(Mal. 3:2). The disciples of Jesus fall on their faces, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying,  
“Rise, and have no fear” (Matt. 17:6-7). 
 
Jesus makes it possible for us, forgiven sinners, to stand in the presence of our holy God.  
 
Years later, when Peter wrote his last letter in his old age, what happened in the transfiguration was still 
vivid in his mind, and he connected it to the time of His own departure, when he would enter into the 
presence of God. 
 
Listen to what he says, “I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ 
made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to 
recall these things. For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory,  
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from 
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain” (2 Pet. 1:13-18). 
 
The time has come for his departure. He knows that the putting off of his body will be soon. And sooner 
or later, that day will come for all of us. Thinking about that day, Peter says, “We did not follow cleverly 
devised myths.” 
 
Peter says, “I was on the mountain. I saw the glory of Jesus. I heard the voice of the Almighty 
announcing that Jesus is His beloved Son.” And when I enter into the presence of Almighty God, My 
Savior will be with me. He will say “Rise, and have no fear.” And all will be well. 
 
See the glory of Jesus. Rejoice in the work of Jesus. Rest in the sufficiency of Jesus. Listen to the words of 
Jesus.  
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