
 
 
Please open your Bible at Mark chapter 8 as we continue our series in the life of Peter. 
 
Last week we saw that to confess that Jesus is the Christ means that you embrace Him as your Teacher, 
your Savior, and your Master. 
 
When Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16). Jesus affirmed Peter’s answer saying, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 16:17). 
 
We take up the story today in the gospel of Mark. In Mark 8:31 we read, “And he began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). 
 
Four things that Jesus must do: He must suffer. He must be rejected. He must be killed. And He must 
rise again. Mark records that Jesus said this plainly (vs. 32). Peter’s problem was not that He didn’t 
understand. It was that he did understand, and he was adamantly opposed to what Jesus had said. 
 
As Christians we are called to think the best of others wherever we can. So, let’s give weight to the good 
that was in Peter here.   
 
Peter has a good heart. He loves Jesus. He wants the best for Jesus. He wants the best for the world, and 
he feels sure that he knows what that is. What does the world most need from Jesus? In Peter’s day as 
in ours, there were sick people who needed to be healed, hungry people who needed to be fed, and. 
oppressed people who needed to be set free. 
 
The needs of the world press in on us every day and, Peter knew that Jesus had the power to meet these 
needs. He had seen Jesus feed the hungry. He had seen Jesus heal the sick. He had seen Jesus set 
oppressed people free. 
 
I expect that, like any good leader, Peter was already framing the next phase of the vision in his mind. 
Jesus had healed the sick, fed the hungry, and freed the oppressed, but this had all been done in a small 
rural area of Galilee. 
 
Now we take this to Jerusalem! Then to Judea and Samaria. Then to the ends of the earth. This is what 
we must do. 
 
But Jesus says something different. The One who had healed the sick, fed the hungry and freed the 
oppressed must give Himself to a higher calling. He has come to do a greater work and to do it, He must 
suffer, He must be rejected, He must be killed, and after three days He must rise. 
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When Jesus said this, Mark records that, “Peter took him [Jesus] aside and began to rebuke him” (vs. 
32). “But turning and seeing his disciples He [Jesus] rebuked Peter” (vs. 33). 
 
So, this is a story about two rebukes. Peter rebukes Jesus, and then Jesus rebukes Peter. 
 
Our series is called “Authentic Discipleship” and today, I want us to learn six things about being a 
disciple of Jesus. Three of them are from Peter’s rebuke to Jesus, and three of them are from Jesus’ 
rebuke to Peter. 
 
1. The Presumption of Peter’s Rebuke to Jesus 
a. Learn to recognize when you are especially vulnerable to temptation. 
 
There are certain times when we are especially vulnerable to temptation. One very obvious example is 
when we are tired. I find that when I am tired, I don’t see things clearly. When I am tired, I am less 
careful in what I say, less patient. More easily provoked. So, when I am tired, I am more vulnerable to 
temptation.  
 
You see this when the disciples were in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus said to them, “Watch and pray 
so that you do not enter into temptation.” It was late at night, and they were tired. So, they did not 
watch, and they did not pray, and they did fall into temptation.   
 
This might be a useful discussion in our Life groups this week: When do you find that you are especially 
vulnerable to temptation? 
 
What we find in this story is that we are especially vulnerable to temptation when we are blessed. 
 
Peter had just confessed faith in Jesus, and Jesus said to Peter, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 16:17). 
 
Peter experienced the blessing of God, and that’s when he fell into temptation.  
 
It isn’t hard to see how this happens: Jesus says, “Blessed are you.” And Peter thinks that’s right I am 
blessed. Jesus says, “my Father in heaven has revealed this to you.” And Peter thinks that’s right, the 
Father is revealing things to me. The blessing of God goes to his head and pride comes before a fall. 
(Prov. 16:18). 
 
The blessing of God led to arrogance. Presumption. Being so sure of yourself that you are no longer 
listening to Jesus. Watch and pray so that you do not enter into temptation. 
 
b. Learn humility in what you ask of Jesus. 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you,” (Matt. 16:22). 
 
If you have faith in Jesus, there will be times when you are tempted to tell Him what you think He must 
do. That’s what Peter does here: Matthew records that Peter said, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you,” (Matt. 16:22). 
 
Telling Jesus what He must do might sound like faith but actually it is the opposite of faith.  
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Here is the great contradiction: We saw last time that to confess Jesus as the Christ means that you 
embrace Jesus as your teacher, your Savior, and your master. Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ, 
but then he presumes to tell Jesus what He must and must not do.  
 
Jesus is the Teacher, but Peter presumes to teach Jesus a better way.  
Jesus is the Savior, but Peter wants to save Jesus from going to the cross. 
Jesus is the Master, but Peter feels able to tell Jesus what He must do! 
 
Peter has been blessed with wisdom and insight, but it has gone to his head. And now he thinks that he 
is wiser than Jesus. He wants to teach the Teacher. He wants to save the Savior and master the Master!  
 
“Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,” (vs. 32). Have you ever done that? Have there been 
times when you have been so sure of the best outcome that you have presumed to say, “Jesus, this is 
what you must do!” 
 
There’s a warning here against presumptuous prayers. Learn humility in what you ask of Jesus. This is 
how Jesus taught us to pray: Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
c. Learn discernment in what you hear from others. 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you,” (Matt. 16:22). 
 
If ever there was a moment when you would feel you could have full confidence in what someone said, 
this would be it. Peter was blessed by God. This man has been walking with God in the flesh. God has 
opened his eyes to the truth about Jesus. Surely what this man says must be right! But Peter’s well-
meaning counsel to Jesus was completely wrong.   
 
When Peter said to Jesus ‘You are the Christ the Son of the living God,’ he was absolutely right. When 
said to Jesus, “Far be it from you Lord, this shall never happen to you,” he was absolutely wrong. The 
wisest believers can sometimes be wrong. So, learn discernment in what you hear from others. The 
wisest counselor you know may sometimes be wrong. 
 
Remembering this truth will keep you from putting someone you trust in the place that belongs to Jesus 
alone. 
 
So, here’s what we learn from Peter’s presumptuous rebuke to Jesus: 
a. Learn to recognize when you are especially vulnerable to temptation.  
b. Learn humility in what you ask of Jesus. 
c. Learn discernment in what you hear from others. 
 
2. The Blessing of Jesus’ Rebuke to Peter 
a. Learn to see blessing in rebuke. 
“But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter,” (Mark 8:33). 
 
When Peter rebuked Jesus, he was trying to stop Jesus from going to the cross. We should be very 
thankful that Jesus rebuked Peter. 
 
People like to tell stories about Peter standing at the pearly gates of heaven. If Jesus had followed 
Peter’s counsel, what would have happened to Peter when he arrived at the gates of heaven? 
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Peter knocks on heaven’s door. An angel says to him, “Who are you?” “I’m Peter. I was one of Jesus 
disciples during my life on earth.” “Yes, but why are you here?” “Well, these are the gates of heaven and 
I’d like to come in.” “I’m sorry,” says the angel, “but you are a sinful man. Don’t you remember you said 
that yourself when you were with Jesus? “Depart from me for I am a sinful man,” (Luke 5:8). “Heaven is 
a holy place. There’s no room for sin of any kind here. There’s another gate just across there. Knock on 
that door. You’ll find that there is room for you there.” 
 
Thank God for this blessed rebuke. No one will stop Jesus from fulfilling His mission of bringing blessing 
to the world through the cross. What Peter was suggesting would have led to his own destruction. The 
sharp rebuke of Jesus is a wonderful expression of love.   
 
There’s an important principle here: When a person is on a self-destructive path, a sharp rebuke is an 
expression of love.   
 
When our children are young, they don’t know what will harm them. Peter couldn’t see that what He 
was suggesting would lead to his own destruction. He needed the rebuke that Jesus gave. And there will 
be times when we need to be rebuked by Jesus too.  
 
How does Jesus rebuke us? “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,  
for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). (NIV says teaching, rebuking, correcting, 
and training in righteousness). 
 
Christ rebukes us through His Word, and His rebuke is always an expression of His love. 
 
b. Learn to take appropriate responsibility. 
“But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!” (Mark 8:33). 
 
He rebuked Peter. “He… said, ‘Get behind me, Satan!’” 
 

i. Jesus recognizes the activity of Satan 
Satan tempted Jesus directly in the desert. But here, the enemy tempted Jesus through the well-
meaning words of His closest friend.  
 
Peter has no idea that he has become a tempter to Jesus. He would have been appalled at the 
thought that he was doing the devil’s work, but Jesus recognizes the activity of the enemy. “Get 
behind me, Satan.” 
 
ii. Jesus holds Peter responsible for his own words and actions 
“He rebuked Peter” (vs. 33). 
 
Peter is not responsible for the activity of Satan, but he is responsible for what he has said. 
When we sin there is always a story of how we came to do what we did. A person says, “Well I 
was not happy in my marriage.” This person put me in an impossible position. “I was provoked, 
and that is why I acted as I did.” 
 
Our culture puts great emphasis on other people’s faults. The harm, others has done. Their part 
in causing what we did. And Jesus recognizes this truth: It wasn’t just Peter. Satan was involved. 
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But having recognized the activity of Satan, Jesus rebukes Peter. Jesus holds Peter accountable 
for what he said and did.  
 
God is just. The judge of all the earth will do right. God will hold others accountable for what 
they did, and for the effect it had on you. But God will hold you accountable for what you say 
and what you do.  
When Eve was tempted and committed the first sin, she said, “the serpent deceived me, and I 
ate” (Gen. 3:13). The serpent was responsible for the deceiving. Eve was responsible for the 
eating. And God dealt with both according to their responsibility.  
 
So, learn to take appropriate responsibility. It’s easy to put the blame on others who played 
some role in causing you to sin. God will deal with them for what they did. Your part is to take 
responsibility for what is yours.  
 
iii. Jesus removes Satan from Peter  
“Get behind me, Satan!” (Mark 8:33). 
 
Peter is in front of Jesus. And Jesus commands Satan to get behind Him. If Peter was here today, 
I think he might say, “My first thought was that Jesus was telling me to get behind Him.” “Oh no, 
I thought. He’s done with me. He never wants to see me again. I was about to move, and then I 
realized.  He did not say, “Get behind me Peter.” I had become the mouthpiece of Satan, but 
there was hope in these words of Jesus for me.    
 
Satan was the one who had to move, and my choice was simple. Cling to Satan and separate 
from Jesus, or cling to Jesus and separate from Satan. Jesus put Himself between me and the 
enemy. And in removing Satan, He restored me.” 

 
So, here’s what we learn from Jesus blessed rebuke to Peter: 
a. Learn to see blessing in rebuke 
b. Learn to take appropriate responsibility 
c. Learn the central importance of the atonement 
“You are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man,” (Mark 8:33). 
 
When Jesus speaks about “the things of God” here, He is clearly referring to what He had just said He 
must do. The Son of man must suffer and be rejected and be killed and after three days rise again. That’s 
what Jesus had on His mind, and He told the disciples about it plainly. Satan did all that he could to 
prevent Jesus from going to the cross. He must have known that this would spell his ultimate defeat.  
 
What the world most needs from Jesus is that he should suffer, be rejected, be killed, and on the third 
day rise again, and this is what He has done! 
 
Why was this so important? Because, at the cross, Jesus made atonement for our sins. He bore the 
condemnation that would have been ours. He made peace with God and reconciled us to the Father.  
 
This is why did Satan did all in His power to prevent Jesus from going to the cross: He lays hold of the 
mind and heart of Peter and cries out through his voice, “This shall never happen to you.” But despite all 
the opposition of Satan, and even of His own disciples, Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem and there 
He laid down His life for us.  
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He did suffer. He was rejected. “He bore our sins in His body on the tree,” (1 Pet. 2:24). He was crucified. 
He was dead. He was buried. But on the third day He rose again. 
 
What the world needs most from Jesus is the atonement He made for our sins. And this He 
accomplished through His death and resurrection.  
 
He is the Christ! And He offers grace, mercy, forgiveness, and peace to all who will trust in Him.  
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