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On the morning of our trip overseas to visit family during the Christmas holidays, we 

discovered that our water heater was leaking; we were out of hot water in our house. 

We made a few calls and all the major stores, knowing that we were in a time crunch, 

quoted a hefty price tag to replace it. We knew that we had to get it fixed before we 

came back on New Year’s Eve. The temperature would be freezing outside and our 

family with little children would suffer without hot water, especially after a long flight 

home. We made a call to brothers in our LIFE Group asking for help. They quickly 

stepped up and took charge of the whole situation and assured us they would help 

replace it while we were away. After being picked up at the airport by a brother in our 

LIFE Group, we found our group to be true to their word as we found a new water 

heater up and running at home. One of the brothers took charge of blowing all the 

snow and having the driveway clear for us when we got home. We are very grateful 

to God for placing us in the loving fellowship of His saints who gladly helped us in 

our time of need! This LIFE Group is our family away from home. There is enthusiasm 

and eagerness to open the Word, study and grow in Him as we gather together. 

JOE WELLINGTON

February 2020



Four years ago, I was invited to join a 6 a.m. prayer group. I wasn’t thrilled 

about the time but felt my prayer life could use some help. So I joined. 

Our group spent an hour in prayer with each person taking turns praying 

for the needs of the church as well as for each other. As a result, I felt 

an increased confidence in my ability to pray, which has served me well. 

After about a year, our prayer group became a LIFE Group, incorporating 

Bible study and deeper fellowship alongside prayer. Our group leader 

handled this transition with some great ideas. We’ve spent time sharing 

personal testimonies and digging into a number of books in the Bible. 

I especially enjoyed working through the Psalms. We spent the past year walking through the Bible story alongside Pastor Colin’s 

weekly teaching. We have just begun a Bible study designed to help us react to pressures, temptations, difficulties and blessings of 

life in God-honoring ways. 

We also discuss real life issues and pray for one another. I love that we feel free to reach out to one another via text, email or group 

message with an encouraging word or pertinent Scripture. For me personally, these past couple years have been difficult. In a one-

year span my sister, dad and mom all passed away. The guys in my LIFE Group have supported me with wise counsel, encouragement 

and prayer. After my mom died, one of the guys brought my wife and me enough pizza and homemade lasagna to last for weeks, 

an act of care and kindness that truly blessed us. Being in a Christ-centered LIFE Group is something I’m glad to be a part of and am 

grateful for brothers to share life with…even at 6 a.m.

DOUG FEIGEN

Five years ago, the Lord called my wife, Linda, and me to lead a Sunday 
morning LIFE Group with the aim of applying Gospel truths to marriage. 
Group time always begins by reading from a Psalm, followed by each 
couple praying together using the Psalm as a guide. Part of our weekly 
discussion time revolves around the current marriage study we are 
doing, and another part focuses on the previous week’s sermon. Since 
the beginning, we have grown from two groups of about eight couples 
at each table to 13 couples in our group and 11 under the leadership of 
Jesse and Jennifer Karls and Mark and Linda Slaughter. This multicultural 
group is intergenerational as well, ranging from newly married, young 

parents, parents of teens, empty nesters and grandparents. 

We have seen God work deeply in the lives of our members. Some of the fruit we have been blessed to witness includes:

Marriages transformed by connecting the truths of the Gospel to the daily realities and challenges of marriage

People new to The Orchard getting connected

Faithful prayer for one another

Grieving and supporting each other in times of loss

Hosting a baby shower for a new mom

Rejoicing with one another, including celebrating a new marriage

Encouraging one another to rely on the power of the Gospel through tough seasons 

God has truly done more than we could have asked or imagined when we first began leading five years ago. He has blessed our 
lives with new friends and refreshed our own love for one another. Through this LIFE Group ministry, God has used His Word and His 
church to bring glory to His name.

RAY GREEN
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UPCOMING 
PREACHING
SCHEDULE

February 8/9
Wisdom for Life
Wealth
Proverbs 11:17-31

February 15/16
AH: Pastor Scott Lothery
B: Pastor Tom Yoon
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Brad Wetherell
M: Pastor Dillon Mack
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 

February 22/23
AH: Pastor Scott Lothery
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Brad Wetherell
M: Pastor Dillon Mack
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 

February 29/March 1
AH: Pastor Scott Lothery
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Brad Wetherell
M: Pastor Dillon Mack
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 

March 7/8
AH: Pastor Scott Lothery
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Brad Wetherell
M: TBD
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 
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Leading a Women’s LIFE Group 
has been such a blessing to me. 
I’ve benefited from the training 
and resources Pastor Brad and 
The Orchard’s leadership have 
given over the years. They helped 
me grow as a facilitator, resisting 
the temptation to teach instead 
of inviting everyone to contribute 
to the conversation. Now all nine 

members actively participate with insights God has given through their unique 
personalities. When I first started leading many years ago, I thought so much was 
up to me when we met – I felt responsibility for everyone’s growth and happiness. 
Praise God that I’ve discovered that a posture of prayer and an open Bible with 
some helpful questions is actually all the preparation that was needed each week! 
Our group has truly lifted each other up in prayer both in and out of meeting times. 
It’s been a delight to see these ladies increasingly pray Scripture over each other 
and share requests in a safe setting that range from work pressures to relational and 
health issues to more personal holiness. Because we meet on Sunday mornings, 
it’s been easier for newer people to quickly connect, and being sermon-based 
has allowed us to help each other practically apply the biblical principles from the 
message. I receive more than I give each week and continually rejoice as I watch 
these precious sisters in Christ grow in maturity and love for each other.

LAURA EDER

One of the best things about our LIFE Group is the community we have as we’ve 
built our friendships together, based on our common love for Christ. This basis 
is essential to a healthy group; we may each be at different stages of our walk 
with Jesus, but we can connect over God’s work in our lives and our study in 
Scripture. 

Prayer, sharing and Scripture are the links that make up our group. All three 
contribute to us getting to know each other better in a safe and open place. 
When challenges arise, like my current health situation, we are free to go the 
extra mile in serving – even in something as simple as providing rides to multiple 
medical appointments. No matter how many guys are in the group, I’ve found 
that the fellowship and accountability, knowing I would see my brothers on 
a regular basis, has been fundamental to me for keeping on the right path in 
terms of self-discipline and practices.

STEVE BURDAN
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES

FOCUS AREAS: N. India, Balkans, SE Asia

JASON & DEEANNE MAAS | DiscipleMakers (DM) / Pennsylvania | maasj@dm.org

Jason is a “geek for God,” providing support for computer technology so DM missionaries are able to raise the next 
generation of disciple-making leaders. Praise that DM is ministering to students from the United States and around 
the world at the 19 Pennsylvania campuses. Praise that the leaders are shoring up the biblical foundation of DM 
even when it is not trendy throughout the world. Pray for a financial software project that Jason is leading to be 
prepared for the next generation of technology.

MARK & CRYSTAL KIRGISS | Young Life / Indiana | mark@younglife-wyldlife.com

Mark shares the Gospel with teens while providing spiritual leadership and ministry supervision for four high school 
ministries, three middle school ministries and one special needs ministry. Praise for God’s provision of more than 
100 leaders pursuing teenagers with the Gospel. Pray for a new leadership team that will begin ministry at Klondike 
Middle School and for their relationships with the administration and as they engage with students. Pray for God’s 
continued provision of finances to meet their ministry needs. 

MARK & MARY JEAN COYNE | Navigators / Colorado | mark.coyne@navigators.org

Mark directs operational aspects of Navigators US Field Ministries to enable field leadership to focus on missional 
aspects of Gospel proclamation. Praise for 15 neighbors who attended an open house they held for neighbors 
during Christmas time. Pray for their 10-year goal of trusting God for one million disciplemakers. Pray for their field 
leaders to learn how God wants them to proceed in reaching this goal.

MARK & JODI REVELL | ReachGlobal / Hungary | mark.revell@efca.org
Mark leads the Budapest City Team to help multiply healthy churches in Budapest. Mark and Jodi helped plant a church 
in 2017 and have recently moved to a new area of the city where there is no Gospel presence. Pray, as they have put 
down roots in their new home in the 12th District, that God will help them establish a new community of believers. Pray 
for their desire to begin evenings of House Concerts in their home, which is a huge trend now in Budapest. A small group 
of people are invited into an apartment to hear someone perform music live. This is a perfect opportunity to get to know 
their neighbors. Pray for the Hungary Summit to be held March 19-23. This is a time for visitors to Budapest to experience 
the history and culture of Budapest and to meet others interested in and supportive of the Budapest City Team. 

HERMAN & MERCY MOLDEZ | ReachGlobal / SE Asia | hamoldez@gmail.com
Herman and Mercy come alongside those serving in the frontlines of ministry to mentor and support them in their 
struggles, so as not to lose heart. Praise for Herman’s direction in establishing platforms for Gospel proclamation 
such as the Clean Water Project. Praise for the boat ministry to deliver physical and living water to unbelievers on 
outlying islands. 


