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WHY GO? 

The Orchard is engaged in the transfer of the Gospel across cultures, because the Gospel is always 

good news for all people in all cultures. There is still a massive amount of work to be done. The 

Joshua Project (a research initiative seeking to identify the ethnic people groups of the world with 

the fewest followers of Jesus) indicates there are 7,387 unreached people groups that make up 

42 percent of the world’s population. Of those unreached groups, 4,996 are less than 0.1 percent 

Christian and have no viable, self-propagating Gospel witness. What can be done?  

We have an example and a directive through Christ: We send because God sent His Son and “ … the 

love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have 

died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for 

their sake died and was raised.” 2 Cor. 5: 14-15.

Jesus commanded his followers: “… pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

his harvest.” Matt 9:38. The Lord is sending workers from The Orchard because He seeks a harvest 

of souls from every tongue, tribe, and nation. By preaching the Gospel, we are participating in the 

redemption of the nations within our communities as well as around the world.

Our global ministry partners are focused on evangelism, church planting, and leadership 

development in our focus areas. The Orchard sends short-term and long-term workers to help our 

frontline partners share the good news with their neighbors.

Read on for more about some of these workers.
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Meet Georgette Steiger, Global Ministries Coordinator: 

Georgette and her husband, Joe, came to The Orchard in 1996 and 

soon after began serving in Student Ministries. In 2007, Georgette 

joined The Orchard Student Ministries staff. Georgette now works 

alongside Brad Mullet, coordinating Global Ministries at The Orchard. 

She enjoys facilitating mission teams and has been blessed to serve 

personally on short term teams to Katrina, Bangkok, Greece and 

Hungary. She and Joe have two adult children, Andrew (and wife 

Emily), and Ally (and husband Will) and grandson Wes.

GLOBAL MINISTRIES CORNER

Impact of Global Ministries

• The Orchard is a sending church (Matt. 9:35-38)

•  The Orchard responds to our partners’ requests in order to encourage them, serve them as they see fit, 

and share the Gospel in their context.

•  More than 40 people have been sent from The Orchard into full-time service.

• Hundreds have been sent on short-term teams.

Q&A With Global Ministries

Q: Must I be a pastor to serve? 

A: No! We just need your willing spirit and desire. 

Q: Must I be skilled in public speaking to serve? 

A:  No! We have areas of service that are completely “behind-the-scenes!” We will do our best to find a 

proper place for your skill set to be best utilized.

Q: Must I be a ministry professional and/or teacher to serve? 

A:  No! Absolutely not! You must have a passion for sharing the Gospel and a willingness to “Go where the 

Lord is leading.”  

Q: Must I commit long-term to serve on a Global Ministries team? 

A:  No! We have plenty of short-term service opportunities and would love to plug more people into 

various serving needs. 

Q:  Must I have significant financial resources to travel with Global Ministries?

A:  No! We require most of our missional service opportunities to be funded through fundraising as an act 

of obedience and faith. All participants are on a level playing field.  

Q: What skills are needed to serve in Global Ministries? 

A:   Love for the Lord

 A basic Gospel understanding

 Compassion for people (conversation, encouragement, listening, prayer)

 Willingness to use the skills you have (speak English, musical, technical, sports, admin., medical, etc.)

 Flexibility and adaptability

 Willingness to devote two weeks (or more) to serve.



REPORTS FROM THE FIELD

Missionaries: Fred and Yoly Jain, The Orchard Arlington Heights

Mission Assignment: Short-Term (2 weeks)

SE Asia:  Philippines, supporting role at a respite retreat for full-time 
workers; listening, caring, praying, sharing. 

How do you prepare to serve on a short-term mission team?

Yoly  I prepare to serve by praying for the Lord’s guidance, discernment, and wisdom of how I might minister 
to our brothers and sisters in Christ. I ask God for a heart to serve.

Fred  In addition to prayer, I check the requirements for supplies needed by our partners, so we know what to 
do and what to bring upon our arrival. 

What do you do when you’re there?

Yoly  Wherever or whenever I’m needed, I go! I have been a small group facilitator, part of the worship team, a 
nurse educator, and the “game master” during “Fun Night.” I listen to the testimonies of sisters in Christ, and I 
pray for them as the Holy Spirit leads. I also share my own life testimony as the opportunity presents itself. 

Fred  I meet and talk to the local retreat leaders, offer my help and support for whatever is needed. I also talk 
to our partners and ask them about their ministry and pray for them.

Did you have technical training before you agreed to go?

Yoly & Fred  No. However, the devotional, “Before You Pack Your Bag Prepare Your Heart” was helpful in our 
preparation! We met with the other team members every week for 6 weeks to discuss and pray. It was very 
encouraging!

How is the team funded?

Yoly & Fred  The team is funded through support letters sent to members of our family and friends and 
through our own resources. These letters are sent as soon as we have the dates and team identified. We invite 
our support partners to join us in prayer and giving as we prepare to serve. This process is a beautiful act of 
faith and God’s faithfulness.  

How have you seen the Lord at work during your service? 

Yoly  I have seen the Lord work in the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ who are either a MBB (Muslim 
Background Believer) or have a spouse who is an MBB, by the way they show love and care for each other. 
I have also seen the Lord at work in my own life as I become more aware of the needs of others. I have 
become more sensitive in prayerfully discerning God’s guidance to know best how to help.

Fred  I have heard the stories, sacrifices and experiences of our partners in personal conversation. I have seen 
their acts of love, care, and selflessness to each other, and am impressed by their faithfulness, dedication and 
sacrifices to serve the Lord despite the hardships in their ministry.

Why would you want others to serve as you have?

Yoly  I desire others to know our brothers and sisters in Christ who faithfully serve Isa Al-Masih (“Jesus Christ” 
in Orthodox Islam) even though their lives are threatened because of their faith in Jesus. I want others to 
experience the joy and contentment that exudes from these brave individuals even though some don’t know 
where their next meal is coming from. I desire for others to witness their genuine love and care for each other. 
They are always thinking of others before their own needs! (Like the first church in Acts 2:42). This is indeed a 
manifestation of true love among the people of God! These brothers and sisters in Christ are examples of the 
joy in serving the Lord.

Fred  I desire for others to experience the joy of serving the Lord through this mission trip! I want them to 
be blessed by the stories of our partners in ministry in the Philippines and to be blessed by their love and 
friendship.



UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 

FEBRUARY 5
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (2/4 & 2/5): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

FEBRUARY 12
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (2/11 & 2/12): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

FEBRUARY 19
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (2/18 & 2/19): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

FEBRUARY 26
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (2/25 & 2/26): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

TEACHING ENGLISH 

Missionaries: Todd and Penni Sikora – The Orchard 
Barrington Congregation

Mission Assignment: Mid-term Length (4-5 months)

Balkans – Albania, teaching at the American Language 
School, serving the Durres Evangelical Church

When the need for teachers at the ALS (American Language School) 
in Durres, Albania was presented to us, we were at a time in our lives 
where it was possible to go. We prayed about serving in Albania and 
the doors opened. We thought we were only going to meet the need 
for the fall semester of 2021 since two new teachers would arrive in 
January. When the beginning of the 2022 school year brought twice the 
number of students, the need for teachers was once more presented to 
us. We committed to teaching in Durres for the entire school year. We 
did not have any formal teaching training but read about short-term 
missions and took an online course about teaching English. We both 
have teaching degrees but not in English or ESL and were not currently 
teaching. 

We both had jobs we enjoyed, which we had to leave. We miss seeing 
our families and friends, but they are supportive of our decision. Our 
current responsibilities require more from us than simply teaching. Like 
most new teachers, we sacrifice some of our free time by planning and 
thinking about our students and how to best serve them. Our prayerful 
concerns were answered when the Lord provided someone to stay at our 
house and care for our dog when we are away. Despite some sacrifices, 
we are rewarded when we witness our students make progress in their 
education and grow in their faith enough to have meaningful Gospel-
centered conversations.

We decided to return to serving in Durres because we have come to 
love working with the Albanian people. We pray that we would build 
relationships with our students, as well as other Albanians we meet. 
In addition, the weather is typically nice (like San Diego!). The food is 
amazing, fresh fruits and vegetables and plenty of fresh fish from the 
Adriatic Sea. The Lord has given us health and energy to serve each day 
and increased the number of students we serve. The Lord has blessed 
us with good relationships among fellow team members, students, their 
families, and others in the community. The Lord has even allowed us to 
speak of the Gospel with our students outside the school environment. 

My faith has grown by serving in Albania because I cannot depend 
on myself as I am inclined to do at home. With teaching English, I am 
constantly asking the Lord to help me do this job well. As I see how He 
works things out, my faith has repeatedly increased. We strive to glorify 
God in all we do so that others may see a reason for the hope we have!

In Durres, there are few evangelical churches, and we have the 
opportunity to share our lives and faith with people who don’t have any 
other interactions with Christian believers. My desire is that others from 
The Orchard would serve in this way to meet the needs of the school 
and Durres Evangelical Church while experiencing the Lord’s blessing.



REX AND MUTYA | TAP | Southeastern Area (secure location)
Rex and Mutya partner with local leaders in nurturing a vibrant movement of believers in predominantly 
Muslim communities in the Southeast. They engage in missionary care, mobilize prayer and resources, and 
do other support work that enables these leaders to respond to God’s call where they are. Pray for Rex 
and Mutya and all believers across different islands. Pray they remain deeply rooted in God and faithfully 
bear witness to His redeeming love. 

HERMAN AND MERCY | TAP | Southeastern Area (secure location)
Working alongside MBB church planters and leaders to build witnessing and discipling communities. 
“This is not an easy task. It is easier to plan and direct programs then skillfully listen and respond to actual 
ministry needs of those reaching unbelievers. However, as one partner said, “We are tired of program and 
strategy designed away from the reality where we serve. We get financial support, which is good, but 
program does not advance the way God is at work where we are.”” Pray for spiritual discernment to lead 
by being led by the Spirit. Pray that with ministry partners they will listen with open hearts and minds to 
follow with the partners where God is at work. One critical area is pastoral care. Those in the field face 
so much work that they become busy and burdened. The area is also prone to flash floods and armed 
conflict. They suffer burn out. Pray that Herman and Mercy’s pastoral visits and the TAP spiritual retreat 
will give rest to weary souls. Pray as they journey to a new level of church planting by reaching other 
tribes. God is opening doors. Pray they will know how to support the initiatives of TAP partners.

WILL AND MACKENZIE HOPKINS | Pioneers | AH Congregation to Albania
“Over the past three years of heading toward full-time ministry, God has 
ordered our steps and proven faithful. We have seen close up how He is 
moving in the Balkans to bring people to himself. An overwhelming peace 
and excitement fill our hearts as we look forward to joining the Pioneers team 
to serve in the beautiful city of Tirana, Albania, working with Roma Gypsies 
through evangelism, social development, and church planting. 

We have completed four intensive weeks of training packed full of linguistics, 
cultural acquisitions, spiritual vitality practices, curriculum on stress 
management, grief and loss, conflict, and rest. We desire that each step of 
this journey refines us to look more like Christ. That refining requires chiseling 
our hearts and stripping our worldly identity. This is hard but we believe it’s all worth it for the sake of 
knowing Christ and making Him known among the Roma people.”

Pray for Will, Mackenzie, and baby Oakes, as they leave the Arlington Heights congregation to serve full-
time in Albania on March 12. Pray against fear and anxiety with confidence that the Lord holds and goes 
before them. Pray they would leave refreshed and equipped for the journey ahead. Find support details 
at Pioneers. 
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Evening pastime by the sea—Albania 
Photo courtesy of Todd and Penni Sikora

A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills
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