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“Remembering God’s historic faithfulness is the first step in enjoying His present 

faithfulness to [us].“ TGC – Jared C. Wilson

As we reflect upon another calendar year passed, it may give way to a myriad of 

emotions. In fact, it is quite possible we’ve all experienced a bit of the juxtaposition 

of joy and sorrow, elation and regret, abundance and loss, comfort and fear, anger 

and peace. 

And yet, irrespective of our present realities, when we remember that God is good 

and He is faithful, it ultimately leads to hope. Regardless of any circumstance or life 

event, our Lord Jesus Christ is there.

As we approach the holidays and look ahead to a new year, let us remember the 

hope Psalm 139: 7-10 offers: 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even 

there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”

The Israelites filled the ark of the covenant with mementos of God’s faithfulness. 

They carried tangible reminders of God’s love and redemptive interruption in their 

lives, lest they forget. 

Therefore, as a church, let us recall the Lord’s goodness and how He has worked 

mightily in our midst this past year. 
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In January, Pastor Colin preached a four-part series from the book of 

Ezra titled, “RETURN” specifically intended to help us remember and 

reprioritize the Lord in the new year. Ezra tells the story of how God’s 

people made a new beginning after a long period of disruption. 

After these last two years battling COVID, we all know about disruption. 

God’s people returned after years of disruption in their lives, overcame 

setbacks and experienced the help of God.

In February, The Mozaik Cultural Center in Antalya, Turkey, was 

highlighted as the focal point of our Central Asia Global Partnership 

over the past two years. Upon its completion, four different church 

congregations will worship there in Turkish, Farsi, Russian, and English 

languages. The Center’s goal is to become a Gospel-proclaiming hub 

in the heart of a growing university area. It will house Antalya’s first 

indoor/outdoor climbing wall, a playground, coffee shop, juice bar 

and much more.

IN THIS VIDEO, our ministry partners James and Renata Bultema 

introduce the staff and tell how you can participate in this exciting new 

work. We pray that some members of The Orchard would join the Mozaik team in the coming months and years! 

Contact Brad Mullet for details.

In March, The Orchard Barrington shared its vision for the Rooted & Ready capital campaign. Their vision is that 

the Lord would provide a facility that fosters a more welcoming and helpful environment to invite both regular 

attenders and new people into an abundant life with Christ. If Jesus is lifted high and the Scriptures are preached 

faithfully, God will grow The Orchard Barrington. 

Construction for Phase 1 is 

complete, including a new 

external and internal main 

entrance; new signage, 

wayfinding, and color pallet, 

new lighting, clearly defined and 

marked spaces, new washrooms 

and a more central location for 

the Café.

Fundraising for Phase 1 continues through 2023. Learn more HERE 

Plans for Phase 2 (2024 and beyond) will relocate the Worship Center closer to the main entrance with 

expanded capacity. 

In April, The Orchard Marengo launched back into community ministry after being encouraged by the RETURN 

series. The church leadership laid out a robust event calendar that extends into 2023 so that there is always 

something to invite people to in the Marengo area. Each event is designed to introduce The Orchard to the  

Local community.

 

RETURN
pastor colin smith

Summer Splash
GRILL 
& GAMES
       PICNIC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVUu_kwHEdE
https://www.theorchardefc.org/locations/barrington/rooted-ready/


In June, The Orchard Northfield welcomed their very first deacons 

to an appointed volunteer role. Both on-site deacons have been 

hard at work praying, calling and serving the good people of The 

Orchard Northfield. This summer each deacon leveraged their 

specific gifts to meet particular needs within the congregation and 

the community. They have been a blessing to our church body. 

In July, The Orchard Itasca launched the “Generous Inviting Initiative” comprised 
of “Generous Inviters” (a.k.a GI’s), who go out into the community to extend 

“generosity” to others. Across Itasca and surrounding suburbs, people in various 

coffee shops and restaurants have been invited to The Orchard Itasca and blessed 

with random acts of kindness (gift cards and a mini-Gospel of John), intended to 

awaken people to the love and generosity of Jesus Christ. The aim of this initiative 

is not to win people with coffee, but to winsomely invite them to The Orchard, that 

they may be won by the Word of God. 

In August, The Orchard Arlington Heights announced The Next Project. The reason 

for “Next” is to see God glorified in our next generation and beyond. Since the 

launch, participation and projected giving have increased to $1.6M of $2.3M, heading 

into the first year-end of the 30-month campaign. We praise the Lord for new carpet 

in all children’s classrooms and the newly completed Family Ministry office space. 

Construction on the Student Ministries Center is progressing, to be completed in 

February 2023! Please continue to pray for the construction and funds that still need 

to be raised. Pray that our youth would use this space to dig deep roots in God’s 

Word, share the life they have in Christ together, and bear fruit for the Glory of God.

In September, The Orchard launched a new spiritual growth tool called, 
“The Orchard Sermon Podcast”! The appeal of podcasts has grown in part 

because listeners can become members of the audience when they otherwise 

could not, with the convenience of “on-demand” accessibility. Every Tuesday 

and Friday people can tune in to the podcast to hear some of the most 

impactful sermon series from all six congregations of The Orchard. 

Also made available is a spiritually rich, three-course “on-demand” series 

of classes known as “Growing at The Orchard.” Growing at The Orchard is 

a church-wide, video-based curriculum, hosted by Pastor Tom Olson of The 

Orchard Barrington. It consists of three specific courses designed to help 

people of all spiritual maturity levels grow in Christ. These classes are titled, 

The Trellis, The Trees, and The Arborist. Growing at The Orchard is an evergreen 

curriculum offered in sequential order. The Trellis (course one of three) is a 

20-week course now available for all LIFE Groups at The Orchard. 

THE ORCHARD
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AT THE ORCHARD

GREG DOMSTEN TRINA YOUNG



In October, The Orchard Ministry 

Development (OMD) focused on 

the idea of “generosity.” OMD 

exists to help believers develop 

and implement innovative giving 

strategies so that their generosity 

can have the greatest Kingdom impact. As Executive 

Director of Orchard Ministry Development, Val Hogan 

faithfully walks alongside believers to assist in their 

financial stewardship. “Whether an individual has a large 

or small supply of resources, there are many ways people 

can express their generosity including financial, time, 

talent, intellect, and more.”

In November, Pastor Scott Lothery 

announced that while he has 

faithfully served The Orchard 

for nearly 15 years, he has felt 

the Lord gently guide him over 

the past 10 months to consider 

entering a new season in his life and pursue a senior 

preaching pastor role. Creation moves through seasons 

and we ourselves live through them. As we transition 

through the seasons in our lives, may we depend 

evermore on the hand of the Lord and come to expect 

His divine plan.

What a Difference a Year Makes! 
There are always challenges to launching a new congregation, such 

as finding a place to worship, starting new ministries and making 

yourself known to the community. However, I don’t think any of us were 

prepared for a worldwide pandemic. Yet, since our first preview service 

in August 2020 at the DoubleTree Hotel, the Lord has been with us. 

We’ve borne much fruit over the past two years!

When we first began worshipping in 2020, we were averaging about 

80 adults. Since our official launch in our current building in December 

2021, we were averaging 130 adults. Today, we regularly see more than 

170 adults every Sunday! Not to mention, we average nearly 60 views 

every weekend on our livestream page. This platform has been a great 

tool for people to watch Vernon Hills’ services before deciding to attend 

in-person. 

This year, one of our goals was to establish a strong children’s ministry. In the beginning of our 

launch, we were averaging four children each Sunday. As of today, we now average 45 children! 

Furthermore, we launched AWANA this fall, with more than 50 kids attending. We’re truly 

grateful for all the volunteers who make these ministries possible. 

Also this year, we initiated a Wednesday evening and Sunday morning student ministries 

program for our middle and high school students. We started with five students. Today, many 

more students are coming on Wednesdays and Sunday mornings. 

To further emphasize our commitment to families and children, we partnered with the Vernon 

Hills Park District for their annual Easter Egg Hunt. Twenty-four volunteers from The Orchard 

Vernon Hills were able to help with this event and share the love of Christ with our community. 

We made critical connections with our neighbors and established a great relationship with the 

park district. In fact, our church was featured in the Vernon Hills newsletter!

In October, we were able to host our second annual Trunk or Treat event. Nearly 600 people from 

our community attended this event in 2021. This year, we exceeded last year’s attendance with 

both familiar and new faces. Through this event, we distributed 80 Jesus Storybook Bibles and 

450 invitations to our Christmas services. 

We give all the glory to God for all that He has accomplished through The Orchard Vernon Hills 

these past two years. 
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A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 4
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (12/3 & 12/4): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

DECEMBER 11
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (12/10 & 12/11): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

DECEMBER 18
Arlington Heights: Colin Smith

Barrington (12/17 & 12/18): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

DECEMBER 24
Arlington Heights: Colin Smith

Barrington: Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

DECEMBER 25
Arlington Heights: Colin Smith

Barrington: Tom Olson

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATE
THE ORCHARD IS A SENDING CHURCH 

TODD AND PENNI SIKORA—Durres, Albania

Todd and Penni have been sent from The 

Orchard Barrington to serve short-term in Durres, 

Albania, at the American Language School. The 

ALS is related to the Durres Evangelical Church 

where Kujtim Rushiti (former Orchard Resident) 

is the pastor. The Sikoras devote their years of 

teaching experience to the instruction of Albanian children and adults 

in the English language through classroom and special events. Their 

desire is to bring the Gospel message of hope to a nominally Muslim 

community and build up the church.

RANDY SPARKS—Antalya, Turkey

Randy has been sent from The Orchard Arlington 

Heights to serve short-term in Antalya, Turkey, 

at the Mozaik Center. The Mozaik is nearing 

completion, trusting God to provide the final 

financial resources needed for grand opening in 

April 2023. The goal is to facilitate the flourishing 

of faith communities that will collaborate to 

restore Christ to the Turkish mosaic. Randy currently teaches English to 

adults at the Saint Paul Cultural Center along with The Orchard partners 

James and Renata Bultema. First and second grade children at a local 

private school enjoy Randy’s instruction of English reading, spelling, 

phonics and handwriting. He’s also working to enhance his own use of 

the Turkish language for expanded service opportunities.

ARE YOU NEXT?
Many from The Orchard have served in the past. There is currently a 

great and immediate need for more long- and short-term workers to 

surface from The Orchard. Especially English speakers or teachers 

to join our partners in desperate need of help in Kosovo, Albania, 

N. Macedonia, and in other unwritten places. No special training is 

needed if you speak English.

Do you have a shareable skillset? Technology, administration, 

medical, sports, teaching, sewing, etc.? Give anywhere from two 

weeks to a lifetime of commitment. Please ask the Lord if this is 

for you or someone you know. Then, contact Brad Mullet, 

bmullet@theorchardefc.org, if you’d like more information.

http://theorchardefc.org

