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A TIME FOR EVERYTHING…
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

–Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

The seasons are nature’s reminder that change is evident. There exists a cycle of life that is 

undeniable. God appointed these cycles. They have a rhythm. They have a place. 

As we discover the gift in every season, we learn to trust God’s loving purpose behind them. 

Creation moves through seasons and we ourselves live through them. As we transition through the 

seasons in our lives, may we depend evermore on the hand of the Lord and come to expect His 

divine plan.



 

PASTOR’S CORNER

Pastor Scott Lothery has faithfully served The Orchard Evangelical 

Free Church for nearly 15 years. Over the past 10 months, Pastor 

Scott has felt the Lord gently guide him to consider entering a new 

season in his life and the life of his family.

A Message from Lead Pastor Scott Lothery 

I have been regularly reading the Bible for about 30 years now, but I don’t think I have read it more in any 

year than I have in 2022. And for the last ten months, one verse has been coming to my mind again and 

again and again. I’m sure you have had an experience like that with a verse or two over the years. For me, 

this year, that verse has been Genesis 12:1:

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the 

land that I will show you.” 

Long ago, God told Abram to leave the familiarity, relationships, and security of his home in order to 

establish a new home somewhere else. He said that he should leave his country, the place he grew up. He 

said that he should leave his kindred, the family he loved. And that he should leave his father’s house, the 

employment he relied on. God told him to leave it all and follow him. It was a challenging command that 

required significant faith.

To make the direction even more challenging, the Lord didn’t tell Abram exactly where he was going. He 

wanted Abram to leave and trust him that there was indeed a good destination at the end of the journey. 

Remarkably, Genesis 12:4 states very simply, “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.”

It is through the Lord’s consistent reminder of Genesis 12:1 to me, along with the wholehearted agreement 

of my wife Cindy, as well as the counsel of others including our church Board, that I have concluded God 

is telling me to do something similar – to leave this town that we grew up in, the church family and friends 

that we love, and my job at The Orchard to a new place that he will show us. As Solomon wrote, “there is 

a season to plant and a time to uproot.”

While this direction has felt disorienting to us, as it may to you, and somewhat wrapped in the mysterious 

will of God, we have identified one very specific reason why God is leading us in this way. I have always 

had a call to preach. That call has been burning in me with unusual fervor in recent years such that 

Cindy and I believe God wants me to devote myself full time to a preaching ministry in a church. While 

preaching is part of my job here, it is not the main focus.

Therefore, though it is quite difficult to write these words, I will be 

wrapping up my Lead Pastor responsibilities by the end of the calendar 

year in order to devote myself full-time to the search for my next 

assignment from God. We genuinely have no idea where that will be, 

which gives us some anxiety, but we are looking to our great Lord to lead 

us, and we trust fully in him. We would appreciate your prayers for us in 

this regard.

Before I leave my role here, we will be visiting each congregation to say 

farewell. We’d love to see you in church to personally thank you for the privilege it has been to serve here. 

We love this church. And we love you God’s people. It will be great to tell you that in person, one last 

time, to close out our time here.

If you would like to write a note of appreciation to Pastor Scott Lothery for his faithful service, 
please send to slothery@theorchardefc.org. 

 



CAFÉ

Every Season 
Songwriters: 
Erasmo Carlos /Roberto Carlos

Every evening sky, an invitation

To trace the patterned stars

And early in July, a celebration

For freedom that is ours

And I notice You

In children's games

In those who watch them from the shade

Every drop of sun is full of fun and wonder

You are summer

And even when the trees have just surrendered

To the harvest time

Forfeiting their leaves in late September

And sending us inside

Still I notice You when change begins

And I am braced for colder winds

I will offer thanks for what has been and what's to come

You are autumn

And everything in time and under heaven

Finally falls asleep

Wrapped in blankets white, all creation

Shivers underneath

And still I notice you

When branches crack

And in my breath on frosted glass

Even now in death, You open doors for life to enter

You are winter

And everything that's new has bravely surfaced

Teaching us to breathe

What was frozen through is newly purposed

Turning all things green

So it is with You

And how You make me new

With every season's change

And so it will be

As You are re-creating me

Summer, autumn, winter, spring

Every Season lyrics © BMG Rights Management, Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., 

Royalty Network, Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 6
ALL CAMPUSES
The Gospel 
According to Isaiah

Colin Smith

NOVEMBER 13
ALL CAMPUSES
The Gospel 
According to Isaiah

Colin Smith

NOVEMBER 20
ALL CAMPUSES
The Gospel 
According to Isaiah

Colin Smith

NOVEMBER 27
Arlington Heights 
Brad Wetherell 

Barrington 
Tom Olson 

Itasca 
Kyle Green 

Marengo 
Justin Searles 

Northfield 
Josh Parsons 

Vernon Hills 
Tom Yoon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9DDJdgl3pE


A SEASON OF SUPPORT   

Recently, my doctor referred me to a surgeon who after tests, 

recommended that I have surgery. To be successful, the surgery 

should be scheduled sooner rather than later. I have been blessed 

with strength and good health throughout my life. Now, I find myself 

facing a daunting procedure requiring I make prudent decisions 

without hesitation. I prayed that God would give me courage and 

discernment to make the right decisions.

Going through my recent health issues, I thank God for leading me 

to a Women’s LIFE Group at The Orchard. Our group meets once 

a week. We spend time in the Word, discuss the sermon questions, 

offer our prayer requests, and encourage and pray for one another.

The women in my group listen patiently to my concerns and help 

navigate questions such as: Would the surgery go well and be 

successful? Who would help me as I recover? How would I navigate 

my home post- surgery?

God has richly blessed me through the prayers and efforts of these 

faithful friends and sisters in Christ. These women prayed for me, 

texted, phoned, offered to make meals, drive me to appointments, 

and even offered a day of their time. They took on my cares and 

anxieties and in turn gave me a sense of peace during a difficult 

season. I’m reminded of a scripture verse in Matthew 25:31-40 that 

says,” I was sick, and you visited me.”

Bev, member at The Orchard Barrington

THE JESUS TREE—A Christmas Devotional

We want for your mind and heart to be filled with thoughts and affection 

for Jesus every day, but especially during Advent, in the 25-days leading 

up to the celebration of his birth.

This Christmas, join us in seeing Christ in some of the stories and Old 

Testament characters who came before him. And then, rejoice not only 

that he did come, but that he lived, died, rose, and has promised to return 

again. He’s the point of Christmas. 

Enjoy opening your Bible to fill your vision and stir your heart 

with his glory. On November 26/27, pick up your family’s booklet or go 

online for a digital copy of “The Jesus Tree” devotional written by our 

own team of pastors and staff members across all six congregations of 

The Orchard. 
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GLOBAL MINISTRY UPDATE: 

Learn more here about our 70 Global Ministries partners around the world, how to pray for them, and how you can get involved. 

Use their email address to send a note of encouragement.

FOCUS AREAS

Doug & Pom Olson | SEND International | Thailand | dolson@send.org

Doug and Pom are the owners/directors of Mahasarakhan Grace Language School. They reach into the 
community through English teaching. Doug is the Director of Language Acquisition for the new SEND 
International partners in Isan, Thailand. Pray for the Lord to raise up partners needed to help take the Gospel to 
the people in their home province of Maha Sarakham, Thailand. Praise for opportunities to live out the gospel 

during recent serious floods in their area and pray some will respond.

Kejdis & Rudina Bakalli | Global Church Movements/CRU | Albania | kejdis@bakalli.org

Their desire is to see strong Gospel movements among M* communities in Albania, Kosovo, Eastern Europe, and 

Russia. They help national leaders plant churches, training and equipping them so that everyone knows someone 

who follows Christ. Praise for opportunities to reach seekers through the Internet and introducing them to Jesus. 

Pray as they trust the Lord to touch one life and one community at a time through a vital movement of Christ-centered churches, one 

of them being The Orchard.

Harold & Cindy Golden | ReachGlobal | Hungary | Harold.golden@efca.org

They seek to build relationships through English clubs and Bible studies to share the love of Christ with all people 

and point believers into Bible believing transformational churches. Pray regarding their need to find new housing 

due to their landlord selling the property where they currently live. Pray that the new location will be a place that 

fits their unique ministry with Hungarians as their guests.

Saira Mathew | Emmanuel Hospital Association | South Asia | sairamathew@eha-health.org

Saira leads EHA, a fellowship of Christian institutions and individuals that exists to transform communities 

through caring, in hospitals and outreach programs, with primary emphasis on the poor and the marginalized. 

Pray for more medical officers, specialists, nurses, and other professionals to join EHA. Pray for the selection of 

the next Executive Director as Saira’s retirement is one year away.

Alexander & Kendra Macris | Hellenic Ministries | Greece | alexander.macris@hellenicministries.org

Serving from Kypseli Church in Athens, they seek to bring the Gospel to Greece and the whole Balkan region by 

developing leaders who evangelize and plant churches. Praise for good success in connections that have been 

made through Instagram and other social media targeted toward their neighborhood. Pray that this will result 

in expanding their reach into the Kypseli community and the church. Praise for seeing young adults growing in 

their faith and learning to serve others.

NON-FOCUS AREA

Ben & Elizabeth Hagerup | DiscipleMakers (DM) | Pennsylvania | hagerupb@dm.org

DiscipleMakers exists to raise up next generation leaders for the church by training college students in 

Bible study, gospel-driven discipleship, and evangelism. Ben oversees campus ministries and trains team 

leaders. Elizabeth ministers to staff women and students. Praise for over 400 students who attended the fall 

conference of DiscipleMakers. Pray that contacts made with new students by leadership of DM staff will lead to 

conversations of who Jesus might become in the lives of those who do not know Him.

http://theorchardefc.org

