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GENEROSITY

Generous is often a word we use to describe people who have positively 

impacted our lives. Although generosity is often associated with monetary 

gifts, it extends beyond money and includes small acts of kindness and 

compassion from a loved one, friend or even a stranger.

Principles and examples of generosity are evident throughout the Bible 

and are equally applicable in our modern-day relationships, communities, 

and workplaces as they were 2,000 years ago. Whether on the receiving 

end or benefitting from the joy of giving, generosity is a biblical trait that 

is important to the heart of Christ. 
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 The Bible teaches us a great deal about generosity, including:

1 GENEROSITY is a simple act: 

  “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 
Hebrews 13:16 

   The Bible teaches us that generosity is simple. Just as we teach young children to practice sharing, 
teachings in the Bible also demonstrate that sharing what we have is the simplest expression of generosity.

2 GENEROSITY is about the heart:

  “If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, 
I gain nothing.” 1 Corinthians 13:3

  The Bible teaches us that giving to others is tied to loving others. Without loving our neighbors, even the 
grandest acts of generosity are meaningless.

  On the flip side, the smallest acts of kindness and generosity are considered momentous when coupled 
with a heart of love.

3 GENEROSITY involves more than money:

  “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” 
1 Timothy 6:18

 Generosity can be expressed in a multitude of ways.

  Giving our time, resources, talents or even a listening ear can be expressions of generosity to people in 
need. Consider baking for a neighbor or writing an email to encourage a friend. 

4 GENEROSITY teaches us to trust God:

  “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment...” 1 Timothy 6:17-19

  Giving generously is an opportunity for us to trust in God’s provision. Many of us are privileged to enjoy 
high living standards, accessible health care and public education but the comfort we have can also breed 
uncertainty and anxiety.

  The more we have, the more we fear losing. The Bible reminds us that life on earth is uncertain, and 
nothing is guaranteed, but when we put our hope in God’s provision, He will provide our needs.

  Giving to others helps us practice trusting in God.

5 GENEROSITY is a blessing

  “... remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.'” 
Acts 20:35

  In worldly economic terms, giving means we have less than what we started with, but the Bible teaches us 
that when we give to others, we gain. 

  Giving to someone in need can bring us a deep sense of fulfillment and joy.

  Jesus sets a high standard of giving and caring for others because in the kingdom of God, people in 
need are just as important as the wealthiest people in this world. As we learn how to adopt principles of 

generosity, let’s continue to look to Jesus as the ultimate expression of generosity and sacrifice.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

During the month of October, Pastor Scott Lothery will be teaching a sermon series titled, “Giving,” 

at The Orchard Barrington. (For service times and directions go HERE or watch ONLINE). 

In this series, Pastor Scott outlines four keys to becoming a cheerful giver. They include: 

1. View giving as a way of life.
2. Wholeheartedly decide how much to give.
3. Trust God to provide for your needs.
4. Think of the good results.

Enjoy the following excerpt from Pastor Scott’s message: 

“As you give, do it for God’s fame. And enjoy how he uses you as a tool to be a blessing to other people. 
Look at verse 12:

“ For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing 
in many thanksgivings to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:12

So, in his exhortations to the Corinthians to give to the famine relief project, Paul lifted up Christ first. He also 
pointed to the model of the Macedonians' excellent giving. And he explained the wisdom and faith involved in giving.

Here in verse 12, he wraps up the exhortation with a bit of doxology. The ministry of this service, which is giving, 
had a tremendous positive impact on the Christians in Jerusalem AND it caused people everywhere to thank God.

The churches in Jerusalem thanked God. He thanked God. The churches in Thessalonica, and Berea and Philippi and 
everywhere else in Asia Minor thanked God. He encouraged givers to focus on that glory being brought to God in the 
good done to others. And that focus brought the givers great joy.

A pastor told a modern-day story of how this focus—to look beyond the money, through the gift, to what God will 
do or does do with it —is one key to our joy.

A single lady named Fran in his congregation had a job that didn’t pay much, but she was faithfully committed to 
giving to the church.

When she read in the bulletin about an appeal for scholarships to send young people to a Christian camp for a 
week, she decided to give to that too.

Knowing the sacrifice involved in this gift, the pastor asked what made her decide to do it. “Pastor,” she replied with 
what I envision was a cheerful smile, “two of the most important decisions I have made in my life about God were 
made at a youth camp like this one. The thought that through my small gift God might get the attention of one of 
these bright young people and change their lives was more than I could resist.”

To listen to Pastor Scott Lothery’s full sermon series titled, “Giving,” listen HERE 

https://www.theorchardefc.org/barrington/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZQ__EB6UF-42z8IEu4ihw
https://www.theorchardefc.org/sermons/


Orchard Ministry Development exists to help believers develop and implement 

innovative giving strategies so that their generosity can have the greatest 

Kingdom impact. OMD works to help facilitate effective financial stewardship to 

support the broader ministries of The Orchard. 

As Executive Director of Orchard Ministry Development, Val Hogan faithfully 

walks alongside believers to assist in their financial stewardship. “Whether an 

individual has a large or small supply of resources, there are many ways people 

can express their generosity.” Some include:

 • FINANCIALLY  with all kinds of gifts. (OMD can be a resource!)

 • WITH TIME  volunteering, praying, encouraging

 •  WITH TALENT  volunteering, connecting, networking, providing wisdom and 
skill to a church and/or ministry

 •  WITH INTELLECT  scripture says to think on things that are good, pure, 
and lovely. Be generous with your mental energy thinking how to help and 
encourage others. 

 •  IN SMALL WAYS  tipping, thanking (that’s free!), complimenting, noticing, 
and including those that are not connected. 

VALERIE NEFF HOGAN 
holds a law degree and 

the Certified Financial 

Planner designation. 

She is the Executive 

Director of Orchard 

Ministry Development 

(OMD).

Since 2000 Valerie has 

served to lead groups 

and individuals toward 

good stewardship with 

Christian Financial 

Concepts, Crown 

Financial, then Financial 

Peace University. She 

loves to assist people 

overcome financial 

obstacles to get more 

freedom, be more 

generous, and do more 

ministry.

She is married to Mark, 

has three children, and 

one fabulous rescue dog.

She is the daughter of 

Miriam Neff and her late 

father, Bob Neff.

Val’s Generosity LIFE HACKS
✔  Include family in a “Generosity Plan.” Set or give an amount  

each person will give away. (TIP: Discuss it around this year’s 
Thanksgiving table and update each other at Christmas.) 

✔  Instead of buying souvenirs on your next trip, set aside that amount 

and bring it in cash for SPONTANEOUS TIPPING. 

✔	 SMILE! It has about a 95% ROI in my experience! 

✔		 	Pay attention to what others are doing well and compliment them 

on a job well done. THAT’S FREE!

✔		 	Give up something weekly and save that money in your, “God will 
bring across my path the one who needs this” fund. Then, listen to 

who God puts on your mind/heart to bless with those resources.

✔	 Let a driver go in front of you. I KNOW, BABY STEPS.

✔	  Produce your “generosity life hacks” and share with your friends 

and LIFE GROUP.

We can be generous in so many ways, as a pattern and discipline of living 

and act of worship.  

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness.” 2 Corinthians 9:10-15



GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES

Learn more HERE about our 70 Global Ministries partners around the world and how you can get involved.

FOCUS AREAS

SHORT TERM TEAM 
The Orchard | SE Asia

A team of four from The Orchard will augment 
a national team, October 9-22, conducting an 
encouragement and training retreat for ethnic 

ministry workers laboring in very difficult circumstances. Workers will 
travel to the retreat from several islands in the region. Our team will 
offer a ministry of prayer and encouragement, lead a women’s breakout, 
and offer computer training. Please pray for safe travel for all the local 
attendees, their refreshment through the Word and fellowship with 
other believers. Pray for good health and spiritual preparation for 
The Orchard team.

BRIAN JOSE | Radstock Ministries 
Balkans | brian@radstock.org

Brian has been the Executive Director of Radstock 
for 25 years developing and coaching church planters 
and leaders to see churches multiplied in the Balkan 
region and beyond. Praise God for Brian's leadership, 

ministry and legacy. Pray God would raise up the next Executive Director 
and for wisdom as Radstock's International Council and leadership teams 
consider a transition plan. Pray for the Radstock Roundtable of member 
church planters meeting October 14-16, for unity, encouragement and 
deepened relationships.

DOUG AND KRISTIE ANDRE | ReachGlobal 
Hungary | doug.andre@efca.org

Doug and Kristie were sent from The Orchard 20 
months ago to introduce Hungarians to the Gospel 
through conversational English classes and teaching 
God’s perspective on work through the Work Matters 

study. God’s work is not finished in Budapest, and they feel theirs isn’t 
finished either. They have been introduced to many people who do not 
know Jesus and have slowly been building and nurturing relationships 
with new friends. Praise God for orchestrating these friendships. Pray 
for many to understand and accept the Gospel.

STEPHEN AND YOUNG-LI CHANDRA 
ReachGlobal | Asia Pacific 
stephen.chandra@efca.org

Stephen serves as International Leader for Asia 
with ReachGlobal, shepherding, training and 
mentoring national partners. Three of them are key 

founders of a sending organization to plant churches. Even though these 
are leaders of different denominations they shared the same heartbeat 
of seeing transformational churches being planted and multiplied. 
Through their collaboration, 56 churches have been planted. Praise God 
for his work in this country previously closed to the Gospel. Pray for 
wisdom and anointment from the Lord so they can humbly serve him as 
his extension of his love and care.

NON-FOCUS AREAS

DARRYL & DEBBIE CEDERGREN 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 
Idaho | dcedergren@maf.org

Darryl oversees Operations and payroll for 
international MAF staff. MAF’s vision is to see 
isolated people changed by the love of Christ 

by bringing help, hope and healing through aviation. Pray for all 
areas of the world where MAF serves and desires to see the Gospel 
message shared. Pray the Lord would give wisdom and insight to MAF 
leadership especially regarding interaction with government officials.

JAY & KATHY PINNEY | ReachGlobal 
Canada | jay.pinney@efca.org

Jay and Kathy develop leaders and church 
planters in Quebec and Asia for ReachGlobal. 
They have recently visited a congregation 
sponsoring 80 South Asian children through 

GlobalFingerprints. Praise for growth in church planting and for 
multiplication of this ministry. Pray for Jay as he prepares new training 
materials for all the participants and for Kathy as she begins coaching 
wives of church planters.

OCTOBER 9
Arlington Heights: 
Brad Wetherell

Barrington (10/8 & 10/9): 
Scott Lothery

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: 
Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

OCTOBER 16
Arlington Heights: 
Brad Wetherell

Barrington (10/15 & 10/16): 
Scott Lothery

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: 
Jeremy Schambach

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

OCTOBER 23
All Campuses: 
The Gospel 
According to Isaiah 
Colin Smith

OCTOBER 30
All Campuses: 
The Gospel 
According to Isaiah 
Colin Smith

A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills

UPCOMING PREACHING SCHEDULE

https://www.theorchardefc.org/global-ministries/
http://theorchardefc.org

