
 

At The Orchard, while we are committed to in-person worship and 
value biblical community, we recognize there are benefits to utilizing 
modern technology to reach a broader audience for the Gospel.   

On Tuesday, September 6, The Orchard 

launched a new spiritual growth tool! It’s called, 

The Orchard Sermon Podcast. The title tells you 

what you can expect. The appeal of podcasts 

today has grown in part because the listener 

can become a member of the audience they 

otherwise could not, with the convenience of 

“on-demand” accessibility. 

Every Tuesday and Friday, people can now tune in to The Orchard Sermon 

Podcast across a variety of popular platforms to hear some of the most impactful 

sermon series from all six congregations.

While Pastor Colin Smith’s sermons are already available at openthebible.org, 

The Orchard Sermon Podcast now makes the preaching ministry of our pastors 

more accessible to all!

Featured content includes the very best sermons from Lead Pastor, Scott Lothery 

as well as Campus Pastors including Brad Wetherell, Tom Olson, Kyle Green, 

Justin Searles, Josh Parsons, and Tom Yoon. If you haven’t heard the rich 

preaching from these pastors across The Orchard, be encouraged and subscribe 

HERE to become a regular listener. 

We pray these messages will grow your faith in Jesus Christ as they root you more 

deeply in God’s Word, nourish your life with the Gospel, and encourage you to 

bear the fruit of the Spirit in the world. 

If you know someone outside the walls of The Orchard who could benefit from 

hearing our podcast, please share it with them! 

To learn more about The Orchard, go to theorchardefc.org.

 

 
SEPTEMBER 2022

@ THE ORCHARD

THE ORCHARD

PODCAST
SERM O N

https://www.theorchardefc.org/podcast/
https://openthebible.org/broadcasts/
https://www.theorchardefc.org/podcast/
https://www.theorchardefc.org


Featured September Podcast Content 

Pastor Brad Wetherell  | September 6–13

It’s hard to keep our focus on God as there are both good and 

challenging things that vie for our attention. Our attention 

gets pulled in all kinds of directions and we wrestle, we 

struggle to keep our eyes on the Lord. This is where the Bible 

is such a gift. We see God in His Word. Visions of God looks 

closely at the account of three men (Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 

Ezekiel) who actually saw and encountered God in a profound 

way. They had a unique moment of undistracted focus on the 

Lord. As we seek to fix our eyes on the Lord, their personal 

experiences will help us do so.  

Pastors Scott Lothery & Tom Yoon  | September 16–30

This five-week series examines mountaintop encounters God’s 

people had with the Lord. God’s people often felt alone and 

uncertain. They felt afraid and sometimes weak. But, when 

they encountered the Lord, the Lord would fill them with 

assurance, resolve, courage and power.

 “ Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole 

creation.” Mark 16:15

Visions of God
PASTOR BRAD WETHERELL

PREACHING 
SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 4
NEXT GENERATION PREACHING

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 
Tim Banna & Scoty Pasupuleti

BARRINGTON
Joe Wellington (9/3) & 
Ethan Hand (9/4)

ITASCA: Peiman Khamisi

MARENGO: Ryan Potelicki

NORTHFIELD: Brent Steinke

VERNON HILLS: Carl Johnson

SEPTEMBER 11

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Colin Smith

BARRINGTON (9/10 & 9/11): 
Tom Olson

ITASCA: Kyle Green

MARENGO: Justin Searles

NORTHFIELD: Josh Parsons

VERNON HILLS: Tom Yoon

SEPTEMBER 18

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Colin Smith

BARRINGTON (9/17 & 9/18): 
Tom Olson

ITASCA: Kyle Green

MARENGO: Justin Searles

NORTHFIELD: Josh Parsons

VERNON HILLS: Tom Yoon

SEPTEMBER 25

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: Colin Smith

BARRINGTON (9/24 & 9/25): 
Tom Olson

ITASCA: Kyle Green

MARENGO: Justin Searles

NORTHFIELD: Josh Parsons

VERNON HILLS: Tom Yoon



GROWING AT THE ORCHARD 

As seasons change, it is often a time to stop and take notice how God is keenly involved 

in the rhythm of life, growth, and rejuvenation. 

Similarly, here at The Orchard, fall is a time to stop and re-evaluate our spiritual growth 

and invite God afresh into revitalizing our souls.

One of the best ways to cultivate our spiritual growth is through LIFE Groups. More 

specifically, this fall, we would like to remind you of a spiritually rich, three-course 

“on-demand” series of classes known as, “Growing at The Orchard.”  

Growing at The Orchard is a church-wide, video-based curriculum, hosted by Pastor 

Tom Olson of The Orchard Barrington. It consists of three specific courses designed 

to help people (of all spiritual maturity levels) grow in Christ. These classes are titled, 

The Trellis, The Trees, and The Arborist. Growing at the Orchard is an evergreen curriculum 

offered in sequential order. 

It is with great enthusiasm and contributions from all six campus pastors, Lead Pastor 

Scott Lothery, and our media team that the 20-week curriculum of The Trellis (the first 

course of three) is now available for all LIFE Groups at The Orchard. Groups can adopt 

this curriculum this fall, this winter, or anytime convenient for your specific LIFE Group. 

COURSE 1 SUMMARY: THE TRELLIS

Just like a trellis is a solid structure that strengthens and supports the 

growth of a tree, so the church is the structure that God graciously 

provides to cultivate our growth in Christ. The Trellis will help each one of 

us be the kind of believers described in Psalm 1:3, “He is like a tree planted 

by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 

wither. In all that he does, he prospers.” 

There are two major parts to The Trellis Course:

THE VIDEO
Each session’s video is 25-30 minutes long. It contains a brief introduction that’s designed to kick 

off your LIFE Group gathering. During the introduction, Pastor Tom will share an icebreaker. These 

icebreakers are designed to tune your LIFE Group’s mind to that session’s theme. Click HERE to 

view Session 1 sample video. 

THE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Each session also has a downloadable discussion guide that complements the video teaching. 

Along with the icebreaker and Scripture reading, this guide contains: At least four discussion 

questions to get conversation going in your group. A few (optional) ideas for digging deeper into 

that day’s biblical theme. Click HERE for a sample Session Discussion Guide

Sample Classes for “The Trellis” Include:
• Growing at the Orchard 

• Scripture Reading 

• Intercession for One Another

• Serving with Our Time & Talents 

• Unity, Liberty, & Charity

https://vimeo.com/672447005/175c7dc556
https://d8b17a788ff573a13dd1-c112631494aed38336a98fd178f5745a.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/s/0e14797852_1662482247_session-1-the-trellis.pdf


COURSE 2 SUMMARY: THE TREES 

While Course 1, The Trellis, focuses on how the Church, is intended to 

strengthen your growth in Christ, Course 2, The Trees, focuses on the 

doctrine and spiritual disciplines that will help you cultivate your own 

growth in Christ. 

The Trees is a course intended for everyone who has first completed, 

The Trellis. This course explains the responsibility of the Christian as they 

learn skills to develop and flourish as a Christian. 

Sample Classes for “The Trees” Include (Coming in 2022-2023):

• The Redeeming Work of Christ

• The Gospel as Christian Nourishment

• Feeding Yourself from the Word

• Battling Temptation

• Working as Unto the Lord

COURSE 3 SUMMARY: THE ARBORIST

While The Arborist curriculum is still being developed and plans to be 

released in 2023-2024, The Arborist course is intended for everyone 

who has completed 20-weeks of both The Trellis and The Trees. 

This advanced curriculum focuses primarily on the responsibility of 

the Christian desiring greater leadership skills to facilitate others in 

developing a lasting faith in Christ.

Sample Classes for "The Arborist" Include (Coming in 2023–2024):

• Clarifying and Applying the Gospel to Life

• Leading in the Home

• Civics and Culture

• Resolving Conflict

• Cultivating Contentment and Joy

If your LIFE Group would like to access 

The Trellis curriculum, please contact your 

LIFE Group leader or campus pastor directly.



GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES

Learn more HERE about our 70 Global Ministries partners around the world and how you can 
get involved.

FOCUS AREAS

GUS & SHIKHA PETERS | ReachGlobal  
South Asia | gus.peters@efca.org
Gus leads church planting and community transformation efforts in Kolkata 
and the GlobalFingerprints (child sponsorship program) model that 

strengthens church planters. Pray for the ReachGlobal Kolkata team as they seek to planted 
churches in every district where only .9% of 18 million inhabitants identify as Christian. Praise 
God for simply providing funds and a bicycle allowing a sponsored girl to return to school.

FERENC & JUDIT OLAH | CHE 
Hungary | chemekhun@gmail.com
They reach impoverished communities bringing the light of Jesus Christ 
through evangelism and Christian community development with MEK (Mission 

for Healthy Communities) Hungary while also serving as pastor to the Zsambok Community 
Church. Pray for church members to serve the people of Ukraine with dedication. Pray these 
refugees find spiritual peace in Christ during their trauma. 

TODD & PENNI SIKORA | THE ORCHARD-BARRINGTON 
Albania | pennisikora@gmail.com
They have returned to Albania to teach at the American Language School 
in Durres, Albania this fall semester. As relationships develop, they seek 

opportunities to invite students to a variety of church activities and to share the Gospel with 
them. Pray for students to reach and succeed at the highest level of English proficiency and 
engage with the Durres Evangelical Church.

JOE VALENTINO | Commission Ministers Network 
Philippines | joevalentino@yahoo.com
Joe is dedicated to building partnerships, empowering youth, and 
strengthening leaders through evangelism and discipleship, trauma recovery, 

and coaching in self-care. He conducts a weekly training course entitled Multiplying Hope 
explaining the basics of Christian faith. Pray those attending this course, and others Joe meets 
with, will find lasting hope and faith in Christ.

NON-FOCUS AREAS

JOHN SAGHERIAN | Youth for Christ 
Middle East | john.sagherian@yfci.org
As Regional Director of YFC/Middle East and North Africa, John supervises, 
advises, guides and trains YFC leadership and staff for Gospel proclamation, 
and speaks at youth conferences. Pray that recent high school graduates 
learn thankfulness in the healing power of Christ to overcome the many 
obstacles they encounter. 

https://www.theorchardefc.org/global-ministries/


A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills

The ReachGlobal Kinshasa City 

Team serves to strengthen and 

revitalize the ministry of the local 

church in Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC), to see new churches 

planted through Gospel initiatives. 

The Orchard has partnered with 

Nubaku and Claudine Selenga since 

2009, as they lead the City Team in 

ministries such as Tabitha Centers 

and Follow Me groups, church-based, 

Gospel focused initiatives that train 

and disciple young women and men. 

Students learn literacy, a vocation, and 

foundations of Christian living based 

on God’s Word. Tabitha students learn 

sewing and hairdressing skills, while 

Follow Me students develop the skill 

of household painting. Watch a short 

video about Tabitha Centers on the 

Global Ministries webpage. 

Currently, the Selengas oversee 280 

Tabitha Centers and 50 Follow Me 

Centers. Pray that the young men 

and women will shine as witnesses of 

Jesus Christ in their communities and 

beyond. For more information about 

Tabitha Centers or Follow Me groups, 

contact Nubako Selenga at 

nubako.selenga@efca.org.

Watch this short video about Tabitha 

Centers on the Global Ministries 

webpage.

NUBAKO & CLAUDINE SELENGA

ReachGlobal 

Dem. Republic of Congo 

Nubako.selenga@efca.org

GLOBAL MINISTRIES FEATURED UPDATE

http://theorchardefc.org
https://vimeo.com/237102650

