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They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship… And the Lord 

added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:42, 47

Our next generation is facing a significant challenge. Many 10–25-year-olds are departing from 

Christianity and disengaging from the Bible. However, students at The Orchard are joyfully following 

Jesus and learning His Word. During the pandemic, the Arlington Heights Youth Group has grown 

by 30%! We want to help our students continue growing and reaching their peers with the Gospel.

The next generation is longing for truth, and we want to give our students a phenomenal space 

to dig deep roots in the Bible. Our students worship every Sunday morning in the Sanctuary, but 

we also want them to have a great space to continue digging into the Word and worship together 

throughout the week.

The next generation is longing for community, and we want to give our students a well-designed 

space to build relationships and share life together. We want to give them a space for fun and 

laughter, to ask questions about faith and find answers in the Word. A space to pray for and 

encourage one another, and a room where our students will feel at home.

The next generation is longing for a mission, and our students are finding theirs in the great 

commission of Jesus. They are already inviting their friends to Christ and to church; giving them a 

well-designed space to meet will put more wind in their sails!

By God’s grace, our students are finding the truth, community and mission that the next generation 

is longing for here at The Orchard. As we’ve watched God work among our students, we’ve thought 

about how we can best support ministry to our next generation. 

The Next Project includes renovating and refreshing the Student Ministries center, replacing the 

carpet in the children’s ministry classrooms and hallways, and updating the Family Ministries office 

to provide quality space for the ministries and the staff that lead them. 

@ THE ORCHARD
Featuring THE ORCHARD ARLINGTON HEIGHTS

To advance the Gospel in the next generation



The work has begun! Updates to the children’s classrooms are nearly complete, and everything has been 

removed from the Student Ministries Center. We anticipate being back in that space before Christmas. The 

total cost for this project is $2.3M. The amount is well within The Orchard Arlington Heights’s ability to raise as 

a congregation over the 30-month duration of this project. 

Join us in praying for enthusiastic support from our 
congregation for the Next Project, the construction process 
and those working at this site, and our new space and the 
potential it will bring to God’s Kingdom in our next generation.

Visit our website to learn more and watch a short video to see 
what the new space will look like!

PASTOR’S CORNER | BRAD WETHERELL

What is on your heart to share with the people of The Orchard?

•  As we embark on our Next Project here at The Orchard Arlington Heights, my 

heart is full of gratitude. I’m grateful for the shared sense of enthusiasm in our 

congregation to tell the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, 

and His might, and the wonders that He has done (Psalm 78:4). We all see the 

unique challenges facing the generation growing up today, but we also see 

the wonderful opportunity to bless them through the ministries of our church.

•  We want the coming generation to know the blessing of God’s Word. We want 

them to hear the Good News about Jesus proclaimed from all of Scripture, so 

that they might entrust their lives to Him.

•  We want to see the coming generation know the blessing of Christian fellowship. We want them to enjoy 

the gift of an intergenerational community of faith in which they can grow alongside godly mentors and 

encouraging friends.

•  We want to see the coming generation know the blessing of salvation. We want them to rejoice in the 

forgiveness of sins, the transforming work of the Spirit, and the hope of everlasting life that is found in 

Christ alone.

•  Ultimately, we want to see God glorified in our next generation and beyond. That is the reason for our Next 

Project. We are grateful for the facility God has given us, and we are eager to see Him continue to use the 

ministries of our church to strengthen His people and advance His good purposes for the praise of His name.

What prayer requests do you have?

•  Please pray for the construction that will continue throughout the remainder of this summer and into the fall. 

Pray for safety for all the workers and the timely completion of the project.

•  Please pray for the fundraising of the project, that the Lord would put it on our hearts to pledge and give the 

complete $2.3M over the next 30 months. 

•  Please pray for all the ministries that will regularly use this refreshed space. Pray that God would bless 

His people and glorify His name through Student Ministries, Orchard Kids, Awana, Women’s Events, Men’s 

Breakfasts, Celebrate Recovery, Community Care and the many other ministries and groups that will meet in 

these renovated rooms.

https://www.theorchardefc.org/arlington-heights/
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RICHIE FLORES JR. 

When I heard that the Student Ministries Center was getting a revamp, a bunch 

of memories came back to me. The one that impacted me the most was the 

Winter Retreat. When I heard we were going snowboarding, I was so excited. 

I remember watching guys do cool tricks on YouTube, and I thought I could 

do them as well. I got my snowboard and walked to the beginner hill. This is 

where things started to go bad for me. Brad Wetherell me, and a couple other students were together. 

I couldn’t get up the escalator to save my life. I felt so bad and embarrassed since a line started to form 

behind me. When I finally got up, I couldn’t even push myself up to start down the hill. Looking back, I 

feel really bad for Brad, stuck with this 6th grader that couldn't get down the beginner hill. Thank you, 

Brad, for sticking with me!

When you're a senior, graduation comes, which gets me thinking of my future. I remember the pastors 

talking about how a lot of students walk away from their faith when going to college. A verse that stuck 

with me is Matthew 7:13, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads 

to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads 

to life, and those who find it are few.”

To those reading this - particularly graduating seniors - stick with the Word and read your Bible. Though 

it's not easy or may feel like a task, we’re going to be challenged in college. It may be by fellow students 

or professors that we will be faced with defending our faith. At times when we don't know what to do, 

that's when we lean on God and ask Him for advice and wisdom.

JOSIAH ALVARADO 

When I first started going to Youth Group back in 6th grade, I remember being 

super nervous and skeptical. I didn't say it to my parents, but I didn't want to 

go. However, upon arriving, I remember getting a warm greeting at the door, 

“Welcome! We're glad to have you here and hope you have a great night!” 

I remember meeting my teachers for the first time, reassuring me that their 

desire was to point me to Jesus, which was really encouraging.

Soon after that I went from being nervous to feeling comfortable. Over the years I've gotten to know my 

teachers & friends and have started enjoying going to Youth Group and Sunday School. After some time, 

I started listening to what the teachers were teaching about being holy and serving God. I realized that 

I lacked being holy and serving God in my day-to-day life, which bothered me. I realized I needed roots 

for myself. I needed to get planted in God's Word, and my teachers and friends were able to help me do 

that. Soon after that, the lessons went from being informational to being transformational.

This past year Pastor Albin has walked us through the Book of John, asking the question: “Who is 

Jesus?”. This series has helped clear up some of the misconceptions of our day & age and has prepared 

us for defending our faith. Through the lessons, I've learned more about how to defend my faith and 

have grown more secure in my faith.



GABE NELSON 

I’m going to be a High School Junior next year. If you are going into 6th–12th 

grade, taste and see what Youth Group at The Orchard is about and why should 

you come:

 1.  Wednesday Night Youth Group feeds your soul through teaching and small 

groups. You can also work your body through sports in the gym!

 2.  We’re doing life together. It’s a fruitful and fun group where you can belong. We’re growing in our 

faith, encouraging each other, and sharing our hope in Jesus.

 3.  The church is building an amazing new space. You don’t have to wait until the construction is done 

to check out Youth Group.

 4.  Psalm 34:8 says, “How blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.” Our church, our Youth Group, 

our faith and fellowship, and our God is a refuge from the stress of the world. Come be a part of this 

blessing with us.
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UPCOMING PREACHING SCHEDULE

AUGUST 7
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (8/6 & 8/7): Colin Smith

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Scott Lothery

Northfield: Josh Parsons

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

AUGUST 14
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (8/13 & 8/14): Tom Olson

Itasca: Colin Smith

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Scott Lothery

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

AUGUST 21
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (8/20 & 8/21): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Colin Smith

Northfield: Scott Lothery

Vernon Hills: Tom Yoon

AUGUST 28
Arlington Heights: Brad Wetherell

Barrington (8/27 & 8/28): Tom Olson

Itasca: Kyle Green

Marengo: Justin Searles

Northfield: Scott Lothery

Vernon Hills: Colin Smith



GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATE

AJITH & NELUN FERNANDO | Youth for Christ 

Sri Lanka | ajithyfc1@gmail.com 

Ajith teaches, counsels and mentors Christian leaders in YFC, the church in 

Sri Lanka, his local church, and lectures at Colombo Theological Seminary. 

Pray for the country and people of Sri Lanka that recent changes in 

government leadership might help them move forward. That the hand of 

violence would be restrained. Pray for aid to this nation near bankruptcy. Pray that the church would 

be an influence for good through sacrificial meeting of people’s needs, promotion of peace and 

harmony, and involvement in national issues.

THANG & ALYSSA | Partner Ministry 

Vietnam | meyeralyssa2@gmail.com

Thang and Alyssa express the love of Jesus in Vietnam through sustainable 

agriculture development and legal church planting. Pray as they are in the 

States meeting with new churches and individuals to partner with in ministry 

to the Vietnamese people. Pray that Thang’s English would continue to 

improve. Pray that their church in Vietnam would continue to grow, mature and remain strong during 

their absence.

GREG & MARCIA NORWINE | GlobalFingerprints 

 Illinois | greg.norwine@efca.org

Greg is director of the EFCA child sponsorship ministry, connecting churches 

and individuals with needy children to lead them out of poverty and to 

Jesus. Pray for GlobalFingerprints to reach 10,000 children to have a vital 

relationship with God, strong character, and Biblical worldview. Pray for 

these children to become educated and able to sustain themselves after the program. Pray God gives 

wisdom, strength, and favor with the local people to their national partners, having launched a new 

site in India in June, and one in the Philippines in July.

NICOLE | Partner Ministry 

SE Asia | nicoleashleyrd@gmail.com

Nicole trains and equips seminary students and lay people to share the 

Gospel, works with children through a Third Culture Kid (TCK) group and 

hosts a children’s program on the church TV station, teaching kids to sing 

hymns and learn their meaning. Pray for Nicole as she leads Stations of 

Generosity workshops. Pray attendees gain an understanding of biblical generosity, and the Lord 

will move their hearts to be generous to expand His kingdom. Praise that as pandemic restrictions 

lessened, the church was able to host more children onsite for National Bible Camp. Through 

livestream, 17,500 children attended from over 23 countries.

For more information about Global Ministries click here!

https://www.theorchardefc.org/global-ministries/
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SUMMER TEAMS RETURN

GREECE TEAM, Operation Joshua 
Hellenic Ministries, June 29-July 10

This year our team of eight from The Orchard joined over 

200 others from around the world to distribute 53,731 New 

Testaments to 297 villages in the provinces of Karditsa and 

Fthiotida! Watch this video to learn more about Operation 

Joshua. One of our team shared, “The woman who invited me 

into her home welcomed me into what was four walls and a roof, 

an empty room. (I wondered if family members just came in and slept there at night.) There were only 

a few things in the corner of the room by a small window. From up high on a shelf she pulled a small, 

well-loved copy of God’s word, her most prized possession. In a language I didn’t understand, she 

seemed to be telling me she didn’t need to take one of our Bibles because she already had one. She 

cheerfully said “Alleluia!” to confirm we were sisters in Christ! God is reaching this beautiful people 

group and used that day to encourage our hearts.” Thank you for praying! 

ALBANIA TEAM, Kids Bible Camp 
Durres, Albania, June 17-July 3

Of the 50 children attending the summer Bible camp at 

Durres Evangelical Church in Albania, many came with little 

to no biblical knowledge. This became apparent as the camp 

progressed, especially through the questions of one 8-year-

old girl. After lessons centered on biblical characters (Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, Hannah, David, Solomon, Daniel, Esther, Mary 

and Jesus) she told us she was enjoying the stories and wanted to know if they were true. After 

singing songs about Jesus each day, she asked, "What is Jesus?" We let the anticipation build each 

day, peppering our lessons with how the characters pointed to Jesus. After teaching more fully 

about Jesus on the last day, connecting the dots to previous lessons, several children asked for a 

Bible, including our inquisitive friend. She said she wanted to learn more about God and asked if she 

could have a Bible in Albanian. She left camp with her mom, who had the Bible in hand. Experience 

highlights of the camp by watching this video.

HUNGARY TEAM, Teen English Camp 
Budapest, Hungary, July 15-25    

While teaching English classes to Hungarian teens, our team of 

13 high schoolers and adults spent five very full days getting to 

know 35 new friends and sharing their witness of God’s goodness 

in their lives. Each day, a Gospel message was preached during 

chapel to students who are learning the very basics of who Jesus 

is, what sin is, or of our need for salvation. After chapel each day, 

small group discussions brought out many good questions, showing the Word was being understood. 

Gospel seeds were planted over meals, games, and casual conversations. We pray this camp would 

grow lasting friendships with the teens that lead to many coming to know Christ personally.

http://theorchardefc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqPcf_GUbpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtjtYR2VrtY
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.theorchardefc.org/uploaded/h/0e14632481_1659470134_hungary-summer-video-2022.mp4

