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Though we just celebrated our church’s five-year anniversary 

this past January, in many ways, it feels like we’re relaunching. 

Between the loosening of COVID restrictions, an influx of new 

faces, and the reentry of precious members we’ve not seen in a 

long time, there’s a fresh sense that we’ve entered a new season 

of ministry.  

And thankfully, it’s not a season of ministry that we’re entering 

blind. For the whole of our five years (and especially the last 

two!), the Lord has proven faithful. He’s not abandoned or 

forsaken us but preserved and blessed us. Which makes us 

glad and confident to keep on singing, praying, reading, and 

preaching the Word, looking always to Christ for our strength, our 

nourishment, our joy, and our hope, and rejoicing that He is still 

good, glorious, and worthy of praise. 

 –Pastor Josh Parsons



It’s easy to be discouraged. There are all kinds of things in life 

that force feed the already-plump body of despair and gloom in 

our world. But that just means we must be extra intentional to 

identify and rejoice in the myriad ways in which God has been 

(and will continue to be) at work.

It’s really the discipline of the Christian life: to re-orient again 

and again our minds and hearts to the ways in which God 

has blessed us and been faithful to us, not just as individual 

Christians, but as the church. Why? Because there’s much to 

be encouraged by! Even in another year that has looked odd 

on account of COVID, God’s Word is still being preached, God’s 

people are still being built up, and God’s Gospel is still getting 

out. When I take a minute to think about it, it’s not long before 

I’m overwhelmed at how good and active God has been in our 

congregation.

In 2 Samuel 7, King David is overwhelmed at all that God has 

done for him and for his people. He looks out on a peaceful 

kingdom and has just received a wonderful promise, and in 

light of all of it, he acknowledges to God in verse 21, “You have 

brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it.” 

He recognizes that it is the kindness of the Lord—not his own 

efforts—that he is basking in all kinds of blessings. Which is why 

he follows it up by saying in verse 22, “Therefore, you are great, 

O Lord God.” 

King David’s response to all the good things that were 

happening around him and to him was not to say, “Aren’t I 

deserving?” but instead to say, “Wow, God, you are good.”

It’s what I feel today. Looking out on all the ways that God 

has sustained and blessed us, cared for, matured, and worked 

through us, I’m not struck by how great our church is but how 

great God is. None of the good that we enjoy is a direct result 

of our own efforts. It is all by the grace of God. And in that 

we rejoice.

"None of the good 

that we enjoy is a 

direct result of our 

own efforts. It is 

all by the grace of 

God. And in that 

we rejoice."

PASTOR’S CORNER | PASTOR JOSH PARSONS



We’ve been so thankful to welcome Northfield’s first two deacons to such a privileged office. 

Both have been hard at work praying, calling, and serving our church. We are working to leverage 

their specific gifts to meet particular needs in our congregation, but they have already been a 

blessing to our body. 

TRINA YOUNG

As one of the deacons of the Northfield campus of The Orchard, I’ve been 
reaching out to members to talk, listen, and pray with them. During our 
conversations I’ve been struck again and again by how accessible our members 
know God to be. Our people have faith that God hears their prayers. We’ve 
talked about their joys, struggles, grief, doubts, and triumphs. In engaging in 
prayer, they confess Jesus as the one who can providentially comfort them in 
loneliness, provide peace when they are frazzled, sustain them when fatigued, 
comfort them as they grieve, give hope when they’re disheartened, reassure 

them when they’re fearful, and contrary to what the world would expect, infuse them with joy when they’re in 
pain. They profess Jesus as the author of their joy. In such a short time as deacon, I’ve been honored to listen, 
praise, and pray with the people of the Northfield campus through the different types of situations and requests 
listed above. In each conversation I’ve had, I’ve heard their faith and hope in Jesus. I am greatly encouraged in 
my own faith by the people in our congregation and their readiness to come to Jesus and to actively wait on 
Him. It’s a privilege to wait with them.  

“Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad in him because we trust in his 
holy name.” Psalm 33:20-21 

GREG DOMSTEN

One of the greatest blessings I have experienced as a deacon thus far has been the 
opportunity to pray for, and with, so many in our congregation. It has been such 
a great reminder of the power of prayer, and the way God uses prayer in our own 
hearts.

I have been so blessed by the opportunity to pray over the requests shared on the 
Connection Cards. I would love for folks to know that every request shared is prayed 
about by the staff and deacons, so more would feel enabled to share requests. 
These do not just get entered into a database and nothing is done about them. 
They are all individually prayed over.

Another blessing has been the weekly calls I make and the opportunity to pray directly with folks through these 
calls. I am so grateful when folks share what they would love prayer about, and that we can pray right then and 
there. No matter how big or small the request, it is a privilege and an honor I do not take lightly.

A third blessing related to prayer has been getting to pray with folks after the services. When this was 
introduced to the congregation, it was evident how much of a hunger there was from so many to have someone 
pray over them. I am so grateful that so many have come up front and asked for prayer, and I pray that many 
more would do so.

We serve a God who despite knowing all our requests already, desires for us to bring them to Him in prayer. 
And I am so grateful that God has opened up more avenues for the people of the Northfield congregation to be 
prayed for and over. Thanks be to God!

DEACONS 



Since the start of Northfield, we’ve had really encouraging participation in 
men’s and women’s events. We want people burrowing deeper into the life 
of our church (joining LIFE Groups, enlisting for service), and these ministries 
have served as a helpful entry point for them.

PETE ZAEPFEL

Men need the fellowship of other men to grow and mature as disciples 
of Christ. Although we may see each other at church on Sundays, one of 
the goals of our Men’s fellowship events is to provide an extended time to 
connect, share, and encourage each other.

Over the last year we have seen a stronger sense of brotherhood and 
fellowship among the men, including many that are newer to the church. 
Men are coming to the events with a true desire to connect with others, 
share with each other, and engage in meaningful discussion around 
the Word.  Of course, we also enjoy having some fun and partaking in 
occasional competition!

Some of the most impactful moments of 
the Men’s Ministry have been from men 
sharing how God is transforming their 
lives and redeeming some of the painful, 
sinful, or desolate seasons they have 
endured. I have personally been touched 
by the honesty of these men and 
amazed at what God has done in their 
hearts and lives! My hope and prayer is 
that more men will join us as we grow in Christ.

SARAH PARSONS

In March we saw 72 women attend our spring women’s event. This was 
an encouragement to our leaders since at the time, we were averaging 
about 175 people in worship on a Sunday morning. The women who came 
demonstrated that the women of Northfield are longing for community. 
What a gift from the Lord to gather to have sweet community and learn 
from Colossians 2 to “Labor Side By Side”. One woman commented that 
she “loved how our speaker showed that bearing one another’s burdens 
is an application of God’s command to love our neighbor as ourselves. It 
added so much weight to Scripture that we may pass off as just something 
nice to do.” In a women’s LIFE Group, one woman shared this prayer 
request: “Pray for me to be humble and practice being more vulnerable 
with people. I was challenged during the women’s event and realized how 
it’s hard for me to do this even with my husband.”

Five years after our launch, we have 24 women who help with our events. 
We are laboring side by side and seeing growth in numbers and maturity. 
Women are taking steps to fight loneliness, bear one another’s burdens, 
pray for each other, and commit to one another by serving and joining LIFE 
Groups. We praise God for time and space to gather, for women hungry for 

God’s word, and for Christ who leads and sustains us.

MEN’S & WOMEN’S MINISTRY

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE

JUNE 5
All Campuses 
The Gospel 
According 
to Isaiah

Pastor Colin Smith

JUNE 12
All Campuses 
The Gospel 
According 
to Isaiah

Pastor Colin Smith

JUNE 19
All Campuses 
The Gospel 
According 
to Isaiah

Pastor Colin Smith

JUNE 26
All Campuses 
The Gospel 
According 
to Isaiah

Pastor Colin Smith



ANDREW HIGASHI

And they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teachings and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and prayers.  – Acts 2:42

I experienced a great blessing and joy through leading a LIFE Group over the past 5 years, in 
which I received far more than what I put in. I have been blessed to be a part of a group that 
encourages each other weekly, gives sacrificially, engages family and friends with the Gospel, 
sends / goes on missions and strives to grow deeper in God’s word. 

One of the blessings of being a LIFE Group leader is the opportunity to engage in the sermon 
passage and digest the teaching multiple times in the week. These times have allowed me to 
grow in depth and to ruminate on the word and the teaching, and to apply it during the week.  

Additionally, I am privileged and challenged to have witnessed our LIFE Group members live 
out their faith this past year. I’ve seen our group support many during hardship (e.g., job losses, 
sickness, family loss), engage family and friends with the Gospel, and grow deeper in their love 
for God’s word.  I also have personally been sustained by our group during deep hardship (i.e., 
illness and loss) through prayers, meals, and phone calls.

For anyone hesitant or contemplating jumping in, there is no greater way to plug into the life of 
the church (pun intended) than joining a LIFE Group.

ASHLEY LIU

I love my LIFE Group. It’s very culturally diverse, yet we share the 
love for Jesus and the Word of God. Every Sunday after the service, 
my LIFE Group meets for sermon discussion. We’re all eager to 
share how God has spoken to us in a fresh way through the sermon 
and how to apply what we have learned in our lives. During COVID, 
we continued to meet via Zoom, not skipping a beat.  

My LIFE Group does so much more than just sermon discussion. We 
pray, serve, celebrate life, laugh, and even cry together in difficult 
times. In short, we do life together. Last Summer, The Orchard 
Northfield hosted a table at a weekly summer event in Northfield 
called Market & Music. When Pastor Josh announced the event, we 
were all very excited. My LIFE Group wasted no time in signing up 

to host our table. It was a great experience. We worked as a team to engage with our community 
with crafts, games, and small talks. Later, when we learned that some folks we met at the event 
came to our church for Sunday services, we rejoiced together, praising God for using us to share 
His love and to expand His Kingdom. 

Iron sharpens iron. Being with other Christians regularly motivates me to become more Christ-
like. My LIFE Group leaders Gayland and Sophia exemplify Godly character with their humility, 
gentleness, and a servant attitude. I pray that with God’s help, I will learn to love as they do 
someday. My LIFE Group is a blessing to me, and I thank God for it. 

LIFE GROUPS



TEAM, Chad, Africa—1983-2022

JANET MURRAY

It has been a privilege and blessing for The Orchard to partner with Janet Murray for over 38 years 
serving the Lord full-time in Chad, Africa. Janet retired from TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission) 
on April 30. At a recent visit with the Arlington Heights congregation, she shared a few highlights of the 
Lord’s work and faithfulness to grow women in faith and leadership in the church through:

- Leadership Training of Christian women to mentor and train other women in their churches.

- Discipling adolescent girls through Teen Seminars, Bible study, home visitation, and literacy at the 
Acacia Center determined to provide hope, healing, and a future.

-Overseeing hospitality and rest for TEAM missionaries at the Guesthouse Support Center.

- Translation of Biblical resources for many of the 200 distinct ethnic groups and 120 languages spoken in Chad.

Continue to pray as Janet settles into active retirement, serving the Lord through the church in Michigan. “Words fail to express 
my appreciation of your support in so many ways over the years. Because of your prayers, I was able to continue with TEAM in 
Chad for 38 years. Because of your generosity, I never lacked. And so often when I was in a time of discouragement, the Lord 
lead one or more of you to drop me a line of encouragement. The Lord is good. His steadfast love endures forever.”

Orchard Residency/Radstock Ministries Tirana, Albania 

ILIR AND MEGAN STAMBOLLIU

Ilir and Megan Stambolliu are currently part of the Arlington Heights congregation planning to serve 
in Tirana, Albania this August, Lord willing. Ilir is originally from Albania and lived there for 26 years 
before coming to the US in 2009, when he met his wife, Megan. Megan grew up as a missionary’s 
kid in Papua, New Guinea and they both share a deep desire to see the Gospel take root among the 
Albanian people. They have three children, Isaiah (six), and Analia (four), and Noah (newborn). They 
are currently raising prayer and financial support to enable ministry to begin this summer. Contact 

Ilir at ilir@radstock.org. Watch this short VIDEO to learn more about their heart for the Albanian people. 

Southeast Asia—Global Ministries Focus Area |  Sent out from Northfield Congregation

For the safety and security of our partners in this Focus Area, it may be necessary not to share names, locations, or sending 
organizations. The Gospel is certainly foremost in their ministry despite the need for ambiguity.

DARREN & LYNN—Partners in SE Asia 

Darren and Lynn and their three children have been active, regular attenders of The Orchard 
Northfield since 2021 and by God’s grace have recently begun serving among Muslims in SE Asia. 
Please pray for their adjustment to a new life and culture, and for their family to be salt and light to 
the unreached peoples of SE Asia.

GLOBAL MINISTRIES

A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills

https://vimeo.com/710451915
https://www.theorchardefc.org

