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Spring weather brings with it the promise of growth and warmth. 

After two years of isolation and stagnation for many, we are excited 

to see God growing a passion in our people to extend a welcome 

to those both inside and outside the church to experience the rich 

warmth of fellowship and greater growth in Christ. Over the past few 

months, we have seen this desire for fellowship and outreach grow 

in a variety of ministries. 

We’ve seen new faces on Sunday morning and new connections in 

LIFE groups. We’ve seen faithfulness in our regular ministries and 

fresh excitement as we start new ones. We are praying and looking 

forward to what God will do as our people engage in richer fellowship 

with each other and extend themselves to welcome those who are 

disconnected from the fellowship of Christ.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

If you were to visit The Orchard Marengo today, you would never 
guess what kind of trials they have faced over the past two years. 
Each Sunday it feels a bit like heaven. The folks gathering on Sunday 
mornings are so happy to be there with bright smiles and open hearts. 
The worship is heartfelt and grounded in the Word, being led by 
skillful musicians and singers. The kids are glad to be with their friends 
and well loved by children’s ministry leaders. The message being 
preached is warm, wise and welcomed by people who love to dig into 
God’s Word. During the week, they have a fun and full Awana ministry, 

a brand new youth ministry that will likely double in size this year. There are also various life 
groups gathering throughout the week, led by mature and passionate leaders. Men’s and women’s 
ministries are relaunching, and new visitors are pleasantly surprised by all this little church has to 
offer. Congregants often say, “This church is so wonderful, I wish more people could see and feel 
how great it is!”

With that heart of invitation, The Orchard Marengo is launching back into community ministry this 
spring and summer. After being encouraged by our RETURN series, the church leadership laid out 
an events calendar that extends into 2023 so that there is always something to invite people to. 
Each event is designed to introduce this great church to the community.  

“We really believe this church would be a wonderful blessing to people in our community, and we 
want them to know about it. We are gladly heading off campus to tell them! We want to show 
them that this little church is packed with blessings!”

It all begins this Easter with Eggstravaganza, an Easter egg hunt with a neon laser party, face 
painting, crafts and a Gospel presentation. In June, we are launching a “splash day” at the city 
park featuring a water slide, a slip and slide, and a splash pad for the little ones. In July, we plan 
on hosting a block party in the neighborhood closest to the church. In August, we have “Grill and 
Games” at the church. This fall, we have twilight apple picking and a bonfire. In December, we will 
welcome hundreds of folks into our holiday housewalk, where area vendors show their holiday 
crafts and guests will be welcomed with kindness and hospitality.



To prepare for the growth that God might bring, much work has 
been done. This past year, the facility was reworked to move the 
nursery to the main level. On the lower level, walls were removed, 
and a multipurpose room was created to make a larger meeting 
space for all our ministries. In our large gym, old lights were 
replaced with bright LED’s. In the sanctuary, the sound system 
was completely replaced with the same quality components 
used at other campuses. The lobby has been refreshed with new 
furniture and finishes to be more welcoming to guests. Even the 
main office has new, more updated furniture! The building looks 
great, functions well and fills with wonderful people each week. 
Please pray that God would draw more people into this wonderful 
community of believers! 

Pray for us as we focus on outreach this summer. We have several 
events planned that reach out into the community to get connected 
with our neighbors. Pray that God would help things to go 
smoothly as we work with the park district on some of these events 
and that we would be able to connect with people that we haven’t 
met before.

Also pray that God would continue to grow the fellowship our 
members have with each other. We have been praising God for 
the way people have already been connecting through new LIFE 
Groups and a Men’s event this past February. We want to see this 
fellowship continue. We would also ask you to pray for our first 
Women’s event in a long time, taking place on April 30.

UPCOMING 
PREACHING
SCHEDULE

APRIL 9/10

AH: Brad Wetherell

B: Tom Olson

I: Kyle Green

M: Justin Searles

N: Jeremy Schambach

VH: Tom Yoon

APRIL 16/17

AH: Brad Wetherell

B: Tom Olson

I: Kyle Green

M: Justin Searles

N: Josh Parsons

VH: Tom Yoon

APRIL 23/24

AH: Brad Wetherell

B: Tom Olson

I: Kyle Green

M: Justin Searles

N: Josh Parsons

VH: Tom Yoon



Summer Splash
June 18, 2-4 p.m.

Block Party
July 16, 2-4 p.m.

Grill & Games Picnic 
August 14, 6-8 p.m.

theorchardefc.org

Family
Summer events

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

We are thankful for many ways we have seen God working in various ministries in the past few months. 
We are looking forward to what He will do in the months ahead:

LIFE GROUPS

With the start of our Wandering with Moses Series, two new LIFE 
Groups started. One was led by Pastor Justin Searles and one by 
Pastor Dillon Mack. The launch of those LIFE groups led to about 20 
more people being involved in a group that hadn’t been meeting in 
one. As Dillon’s group was wrapping up their time in the Wandering 

with Moses series, several people mentioned that they had been reminded afresh of the importance of a 
community of believers spurring each other on.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S EVENTS

One of our goals for this year was to see more frequent Men’s and 
Women’s ministry events. We haven’t had regular events in two to to 
three years. Our two deacons, Bob Harris and Connie Von Keudell, 
took charge on these events with enthusiasm! Our first Men’s event – 
Snack Fest – had more than 20 men come to enjoy appetizers and be 
encouraged to grow in their spiritual influence in others’ lives.

Our women’s event Refresh is coming up on April 30. Along with a lunch, a speaker will focus 
on helping women grow in their emotional health through Christ. We are hoping and praying that 
many women from our church and the community will come to this event!

SUMMER OUTREACH 

Our summer outreach began with a Bear Fruit Lunch. At this lunch, we 
cast our vision for 3 summer outreach events: a summer splash day at 
a local park for kids Pre-K through 5th grade in June, a block party for 
all hosted in a nearby subdivision in July, and a Grill and Games event 
here at church in August as the capstone for summer and a kick-off 
for fall ministries. Fifty-five people attended this luncheon and many 
of them signed up to help plan and volunteer for these events. It was 
encouraging to see our congregation jumping on board! Continue to 
pray for us as these events get closer.



STORIES OF IMPACT 

Hillary, Margaret & Cole Huntington

Our family started coming to The Orchard Marengo 
in March 2021 after a few years of attending and 
serving at a very large church outside of our 
community. Our decision to switch churches came 
from a desire to be a part of a church that placed 
great importance on preaching that is deeply rooted 
in the Word of God and that would serve as our 
church family, not only on Sunday but within our 
immediate Marengo community as well.

Coming to The Orchard Marengo was a huge change 
for our family in terms of size and the structure of 
the Sunday service, but this change has blessed our 

family immensely. The community here immediately welcomed us to jump right into 
various service opportunities that highlight the gifts God has given us. Serving, and 
the fellowship opportunities that came with that, has helped build relationships with 
members of this church body. 

Throughout the Old and New Testament, God teaches us that fellowship between 
believers is central to furthering His Kingdom. Fellowship is important because it 
allows believers to build each other up, hold one another accountable according to 
God’s Word and share in the blessings given to us by our God. Colossians 3:16 say, 
“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.”

Within this year, our family has been overwhelmed with how genuine this church 
community is and just the desire to do life together as believers in the One True God. 
Going into 2021, many of us felt isolated, and we really felt like what little community 
we had was lost, but God is our provider, and He went above and beyond.
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES

SOUTHEAST ASIA – GLOBAL MINISTRIES FOCUS AREA

TRANSFORMING PEOPLE OF PEACE

Herman and Mercy Moldez – Partners in SE Asia

Brrrrrtaatat-tatataaat! Ziiiiing, ziiiiing, ziiiing. It’s yet another rido (or seeking revenge as a way to settle differences) between two 

commanders from the same people group. Tat, (not his real name) hearing the burst of guns and the sound of whizzing bullets, scrambles 

out of bed. Frantically, he gathers his family and, in the thick of the night, hurriedly leads them to safety. He catches, from the corners 

of his eyes, silhouettes of innocent locals running for their dear lives, too.  The search for peace has been a long journey in this region in 

Southeast Asia. Government groups mediate between the representative groups of the warring clans, complete with signed peace pacts, 

yet vengeful groups are still engaged in vicious skirmishes taking tolls on limbs, lives and properties. Peace is fragile. Only the Prince of 

Peace can bring the elusive peace everyone longs for through men He sends to these warlords.

PEOPLE OF PEACE

Kots (pseudo name) has been persevering in going along with three other men he names “three kings” in response to the Isa Al-

Masih’s (Jesus Christ) beck. Their persistence bears fruit -- the fierce warriors are now followers of Isa Al-Masih. They are no longer 

militant warriors but meekly serving the Prince of Peace and King of kings. These warriors of Isa reach out to their own people with 

the Good News. There are now 200 indigenous believers gathering regularly in 22 homes – for prayer, kitab (bible) studies, love feasts 

(communion), and encouragement. Isa Al-Masih’s community of peace in this war-torn region is borne by introducing these people to the 

Harbinger of Peace and mentoring them towards Christlikeness. 

PATH TO PEACE

God intensified a vision in the hearts of Tats and his two friends to reach out to extremist groups like the indigenous Isl*mist militant 

group and IS*S. They shared Isa and encouraged militants to embrace peace. As of now, there are already 20 armed Isl*mist militants who 

surrendered to the government.  “And we are not stopping,” Tats shared. But the path to peace is perilous. Entering the Isl*mist militant 

territory to share Isa and to encourage laying down arms for peace invites death threats. Nonetheless, the “three kings” are willing and 

ready to ‘risk their necks’ for the God of their salvation and for the Gospel of peace. (Romans 16:4; Acts 15:26) They know that this is no 

ordinary sacrifice of skipping the best of hamburgers or soda drinks. They are more than willing to lose their lives and keep them, rather 

than keep their lives and lose them in the end. 

(L) Sharing relief goods to evacuees of rido. (R) A house sprayed with bullets, sadly, a “normal” sight in 

this community.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

These indigenous believers are not naive to peace making. Peace, they believe, requires a change of 

heart as exemplified in the recent rido that Tat’s community experienced. They shared with their fellow-

evacuees (from the opposing clans) the relief fund TAP sent in response to their needs for food and water. 

But the commander of the raiding group refused the offer. The believers, instead of coercing him, silently turned to God and prayed for his 

change of heart. Miracle of miracles! The stiff commander, during the mediation process, burst into tears, confessed his senseless violence. 

He swallowed his pride, admitted his fault. Admission of faulty retaliation over a minor issue, overt crying are signs of weaknesses and are 

unheard of especially since the commander is a Maw warrior. He publicly lost his face and swallowed his pride. 

GOD HEARD THE BELIEVERS’ PRAYER! 

The opposing parties covenanted for peace, signed the agreement not to harm one another again.

Let’s continue praying! Isa’s people of peace are committed to walk in the path of peace and will continue to proclaim the Prince of Peace 

despite the perils they face.
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