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 Rooted & Ready 

As The Orchard Barrington has continued to grow throughout the last 6 years, we have seen a dramatic 
increase in our facility use. Looking back, we had grown an average of 15% per year prior to COVID. During 
COVID, we’ve continued to grow. When growth like this happens, you feel it. Whether it was in the Worship 
Center, the lack of classrooms on a Tuesday evening, or simply as we hosted various events, we were running 
out of space. 

We knew we needed to stay in step with what the Lord was doing, and that meant continuing to improve 
our spaces to accommodate growth and facilitate future sending. After all, it is not our desire to continue 
to grow and simply swell up in Barrington. The vision for The Orchard Barrington has always been to be a 
sending congregation alongside Arlington Heights. We have great opportunities to the north, west, and south 
of Barrington. Many people travel great distances to come to church here. Therefore, we dared to ask, “What 
would making a Master Plan for our facility look like? How would it be used? What is most important? How 
can we do it while still being fiscally responsible?”  

In June of 2019, we not only asked ourselves questions about our facility and what we thought should change, 
but we asked members of our own congregation. We hosted a focus groups comprised of varying subsets of 
our attendees.  It became clear that people loved our church, but our facility was beginning to hinder ministry, 
not serve it. We had reached a point that we needed to consider how to optimize our facility for the benefit 
of ministry as a response to the growth the Lord provided. 

Our scope began very small and focused. Through our Rooted & Ready Campaign, we identified two primary 
areas of need. First, increasing our worship center capacity and second, improving our guest experience. We 
launched the Barrington congregation with 225 people in 2010. In early 2020, we reached a steady attendance 
of 850 people per week. Currently our weekly in-person attendance is 550 and growing!   

FE ATURING  TH E  ORCH ARD  B ARRI NGTON



God has given us such a great facility, with great space. However, it remained difficult to navigate as a first-time guest. Our 
entrance pointed people away from our Worship Center, it was not clear where families needed to bring their children, our café 
was  hidden in a back corner, and our open commons was underutilized. 

Our master plan accounts for easy access to our front entrance, Worship Center and children’s check-in. All adult classrooms 

will be upstairs, all children’s classrooms will be downstairs, and all youth rooms will be on the main level. Thinking clearly about 

how each space is best used has allowed us to optimize our facility for the long term.  

The Rooted & Ready Campaign consists of two phases. Phase 1 is addressing everything but the new Worship Center and will 

run through 2023. This initial phase includes a new external and internal main entrance; new signage, wayfinding, and color 

pallet, new lighting, clearly defined and marked spaces, new washrooms, and a more centrally location for The Grove Café. 

Phase 2 (2024 and beyond) will relocate the Worship Center closer to the main entrance with expanded capacity. Though both 

phases have many facility system upgrades required to properly support the newly renovated areas not addressed in our 2009 

renovation, much of this work is being done in Phase 1 in preparation for Phase 2.  

 

Upon completion of Rooted & Ready, 5 main areas of ministry will be addressed: 

 •  A Sensory Room for our special needs children in hopes that it will become a staple of our community 
and life as a church. 

 •  A higher focus on security in our children’s ministry with relocating check-in on the main floor and 
improved implementation of safety plans.  

 •  A new multi-purpose space (reclaimed from the current Worship Center) for our youth, as well as larger 
adult gatherings. This space will allow for greater flexibility in events and activities.  

 •  More adult classrooms for both Sunday mornings as well as LIFE Groups throughout the week. 

 •  A prioritization on more comfortable inside and outside spaces to visit and foster general hospitality 
and church fellowship.  

Our hope through Rooted & Ready is that The Orchard Barrington would provide a facility that fosters a more welcoming and 

helpful environment to invite both existing and new people into an abundant life with Christ. If Jesus is lifted high and the 

Scriptures are continued to be preached faithfully, we believe God will grow The Orchard Barrington. If someone would walk into 

our church and say, “Wow, I can tell they love Jesus here, and they have made this place reflect what is important to them, then 

Rooted & Ready will be a win.” 

  



UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE

MARCH 5/6

AH: Brad Wetherell

B: Tom Olson

I: Kyle Green

M: Justin Searles

N: Josh Parsons

VH: Tom Yoon

MARCH 12/13

AH: Brad Wetherell

B: Tom Olson

I: Kyle Green

M: Justin Searles

N: Jeremy Schambach

VH: Tom Yoon

MARCH 19/20
Campus Wide: 
What Jesus Accomplished
Colin Smith

MARCH 26/27
Campus Wide: 
What Jesus Accomplished
Colin Smith

3

PASTOR’S CORNER, Pastor Tom Olson

What is on your heart to share with the people of 

The Orchard? 

As you may have heard, last summer we started a capital 

campaign here at Barrington called, “Rooted & Ready.” 

We want to be deeply rooted in Christ & His Word, that 

we might be ready for the ministry set before us in the 

years ahead. 

Over the last several months, that campaign has looked a 

lot like construction! We’re undergoing dramatic changes 

to our entrance and commons which will bless both our members and visitors. 

But in the years ahead, Rooted & Ready will look a lot like outreach. Lord willing, we’ll lead 

the charge in launching 2–3 new congregations of The Orchard, so that many more people 

in our area will hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

That’s one reason why, at the end of 2021, we did a four- week sermon series on just one 

verse of Scripture – 1 Peter 3:15: "But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 

is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. 

As a congregation, we want to be ready to tell anyone we meet about Jesus. But 

especially in a day and age so often marked by anger, we want to share our faith with 

gentleness and respect, engaging our community with the same grace and mercy that 

Jesus showed us. 

What prayer requests do you have? 

Please pray for the construction that will be finishing up this spring. Pray that these 

new and improved spaces would especially bless our guests, our kids, our students, and 

our special needs families. Pray that our more welcoming building would be rooted in a 

welcoming congregation. 

Please pray for our many outreach initiatives. In particular, pray for Easter Eggstravaganza, 

which introduces many folks to our church for the very first time. 

Please pray that the joy of the Lord would be our strength – that all our ministry would be 

marked and motivated by gratitude for what Jesus has done for us. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE

 • Spring Hill Day Camp, July 11-15 at The Orchard Barrington 

 • Legacy Coalition Grandparenting Conference, October 21-22 at The Orchard Barrington 



LAURA KLEINSCHMIDT, Director of Women’s Ministries

“At our most recent women’s event in February, nearly 100 women attended! We 

had a great time discussing how to tell a “better story.” After the event, a woman 

shared with me that she had been praying all week about how to reach out to her 

niece and nephew with the Gospel. She shared that this event was an answer to 

prayer as she feels more equipped to bring the story of Jesus to them. Praise God!” 

 

TIM BANA, Pastoral Resident

“The middle school boys are showing greater hunger and attentiveness during 

Pastor Josh's teachings at youth group on Wednesday evenings, engaging with 

excitement and alertness. The boys are also putting the pieces together during our 

small group devotionals and Bible studies, offering wise insights and spurring each 

other on to know God more deeply. It has been a joy to see God grow these young 

men in such a short time, this year! 

CATHERINE DENNIS, Member

“These past two years my sister and I have faithfully watched the worship service via livestream from her nursing home. 

I have seen her love for God grow through watching services every Sunday. There is no way I would have been sure of her 

faith if she hadn't grown so much these past two years. She and I faithfully watch the service every weekend, through her 

painful suffering. She grew and talked of Jesus to everyone at the nursing home. They all knew how she loved Him and she 

never stopped trusting. She has recently passed, but at the end she had such peace in her eyes. Thank you, Jesus!” 

SEAN’S STORY

While on the Branson, MO trip, Sean came to 

realize the only secure foundation in his life 

was Jesus Christ. Instead of staying out until 

10 p.m. every night, Sean found solace 

attending Youth Group on Wednesday nights 

and worship services on Sundays.

Watch Sean's full story here

 

https://vimeo.com/642780843
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES

FOCUS AREA PARTNERS 

FREDY & DAJANA | Radstock Ministries | Balkans | xavi.jav@gmail.com 

Fredy is from South America, Dajana is Albanian. They serve in a Gospel work community center in the Balkans. Fredy teaches guitar 

as one means to connect with M* neighbors. Praise that some Albanian churches have expressed interest in making connections with 

other churches, giving opportunity to expand the influence of God’s Kingdom. Pray for The Tree of Life Laboratory, which is an effort 

to reach the sick and assist people with medical services through biochemical tests and medical appointments. Pray this Lab will offer 

opportunities to care for both the body and soul of those they meet. Pray for people to be reached with the Gospel as they teach 

sickness prevention and healthy living.   

STEFANOS MIHALIOS | ReachGlobal | Greece | stefanos.mihalios@efca.org 

Stefanos is the Athens City Team leader directing church planting, teaching at the Bible College, and interfacing with various Orthodox 

academic forums. He pastors Kypseli Church. Pray for an urgent need to find another venue for church services that will accommodate 

the anticipated growth to 300 people within the next three years. Some funding for this venture has been received. Pray for an online 

Worship Network being established to include input from all Christian musicians and lay worship leaders in Athens. 

TIBOR & MARTA MIKLOS | Bartimeus Foundation | Hungary | info@bartimeus.hu 

Tibi and Marti are fruitful evangelists and church planters. They minister to the blind and handicapped through audio Bibles and other 

helpful materials. They are both blind and their ministry flourishes in the Balkan region. Praise for Ildiko, who accepted Jesus as her 

redeemer. Pray for Pastor Scott, who is helping with their ministry. Pray for God’s provision for their ministry with changing economic 

conditions in Hungary such as higher prices due to COVID. 

NON-FOCUS AREA 

BRIAN & HEIDI DYE | Legacy Disciple | Chicago | brian@legacydisciple.org 

Brian serves to equip and empower urban believers through the Gospel by sharing Christ with their neighbors to build the 

church and strengthen their communities. Praise that a bid made by Legacy Disciple was accepted so that work can begin on an 

abandoned house on Chicago’s south side. Roberta, a single foster mother of three, will be living in this home when it is completed. 

Roberta grew up in a housing project in Chicago, and she wants to change that for her children. Pray that LD will care well for 

spiritual and physical needs of families served by providing better housing. 

JOHN & ANNA MOSBY | AIM | Kenya | john.mosby@aimint.org 

John oversees maintenance, upgrades, safety, and pilot info for aircraft used to bring the Gospel to remote areas of Africa. 

Anna teaches at a university, while running AIM’s auto insurance for missionaries in Africa. Praise for positive outcomes of flight 

and maintenance inspections by the Civil Aviation Authority. Pray for wisdom as Anna addresses leadership issues raised by 

her students pertaining to their ministries. Pray for the students to be diligent in using tools of Bible interpretation in sermon 

preparation. Praise for their son Wesley, as he completes his final year at Wheaton College and seeks to serve the Lord with music. 

JIM & RUTH SNYDER | ReachGlobal | Africa | jim.snyder@efca.org 

Jim is the Congo and Zambia Country Leader, the Kinshasa City Ministry Team Leader, liaison to ReachAfrica, and the point person 

for security in Africa. Ruth works with children with special needs at a high school. Pray for wisdom for Jim in his new leadership role 

as the Africa Division of ReachGlobal. Pray for those who will choose to engage in ministry in Africa under Jim’s leadership. Pray for 

teams to help accomplish God’s will in Congo, Sudan, and Uganda. 

http://theorchardefc.org

