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As we reflect upon another year gone by, we may struggle to articulate how we feel.

Some continue to experience grief as loved ones pass. Others feel a growing sense 
of frustration with restrictions on freedoms we once took for granted. And still others 
grow weary looking ahead to another year of uncertainty and doubt. 

1 Peter 1:3-6 says, “he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being 

guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 

rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials.”

Despite our trials, we can rejoice! Peter speaks of a living and undefiled hope found in 

Christ Himself. He indeed redeems all circumstances for good! 

Amid another challenging year, the Lord’s faithfulness remains. Let us recount what we 

experienced together at The Orchard these last 12 months.
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LIFE GROUPS 

In January, we celebrated people across The Orchard’s six congregations who are 

impacted by Christ because of their involvement in LIFE Groups. LIFE Groups are 

The Orchard’s primary method to share the life of Christ together. They provide 

an opportunity to pray and fellowship around the Scriptures together as well as 

experience encouragement and care through the guidance of a leader who is 

striving to follow the Lord. 

KMK, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 

In February, The Orchard highlighted the Lord’s faithfulness over 25 years 

in Budapest, Hungary. With prayer and support, The Orchard participated 

in purchasing a building, sending and supporting workers, and sponsoring 

a variety of ministry initiatives in the most sought-after area in Budapest. 

Through the years, the Lord has boldly moved in leading The Orchard to 

help establish the KMK. The KMK, a former communist movie theater, now functions as a Christian Community 

Center in the most sought-after location in Budapest, Hungary. What makes this Gospel work even more unique 

is that the KMK is the only interdenominational Christian Center in Budapest. 

AWANA ADAPTED 

This year, the Lord opened the door for in-person Awana. Though Awana 

looked different compared to previous years, we had an effective Awana 

year, nonetheless. Despite a reduced number of “in-person” Clubbers, 

the Lord’s hand continued to bless this ministry. Children put their faith in 

Christ, with more than half of our Clubbers attending church online, outside 

The Orchard or no church at all. 

PASTOR COLIN’S 25th ANNIVERSARY 

This fall marked Pastor Colin's 25th Anniversary as Senior Pastor at The Orchard. 

As a surprise for Pastor Colin and Karen, we invited the staff to share words of 

gratitude and encouragement for what we pray are many more years of 

service to come. 

RETURN

RETURN IN JANUARY! 

Pastor Colin Smith  | January 2–23



LEADERSHIP TRAINING

This year, the lay leader training and pastoral residency 
programs moved from Unlocking the Bible to the 
church. The lay leader training, formerly called, 
LEVERAGE, is now titled, “Growing at The Orchard,” 
with courses including: “The Trellis, The Trees and 
The Arborist.” These courses will focus on growing 
lay leaders into more spiritually mature and effective 

believers. The Orchard School of Ministry will continue to consist of residents and 
interns pursuing a three-year Certificate of Pastoral Ministry (CPM). The CPM is a 
new credential we are providing as a church. It is for aspiring preaching pastors 
who want the benefit of full-time, church-based training with some of the academic 
rigors of seminary. 

DEACONS APPROVED 

In November, our members approved our very first appointed deacons. Under the 
leadership of their campus pastor, deacons are people who meet the character of 1 
Timothy 3:8-13 and serve their local congregation by being present, visible, available 
models of our Membership Commitment. They serve to share in the pastoral work 
for their congregation, ministering the Word of God and prayer in a variety of ways 
to our people as volunteers alongside their pastor. 

ROOTED & READY

As The Orchard Barrington continues to be “rooted” in ministry 
locally, it will continue to be poised and “ready” to launch 
new congregations, lead church-wide priorities and grow next 
generation pastors. 

In the spirit of the Great Commission, The Orchard Barrington 
is ready and asking God to work through the Rooted & Ready capital campaign 
so that staff is maximized, members are mobilized, and the existing facility is 
optimized to welcome and share the Gospel with more people. 

ALBANIA & BEYOND 

Andi Dina was helped by Pastor Colin through his preaching at The Gospel Coalition 
event hosted by The Orchard in Albania. Recently, Andi started the first cohort of 
“Church in Hard Places” for Albania and Kosovo. God has assembled pastors and 
church planters to create a community of leaders that pray, study and fellowship 
together. Andi and wife Vilma hosted the first learning community of Union School 
of Theology. This is a new door opened for many other Albanian church leaders and 
pastors to gain a robust theological training that equips them for ministry within the 
local church to further advance the Gospel.

PREACHING 
SCHEDULE: 

DECEMBER 4/5

AH: Colin Smith

B: Tom Olson 

I: Kyle Green 

M: Justin Searles 

NF: Josh Parsons

VH: Tom Yoon 

DECEMBER 11/12

AH: Colin Smith 

B: Tom Olson 

I: Kyle Green 

M: Justin Searles 

NF: Josh Parsons 

VH: Tom Yoon 

DECEMBER 18/19

AH: Colin Smith 

B: Tom Olson 

I: Kyle Green 

M: Justin Searles 

NF: Josh Parsons

VH: Tom Yoon 

DECEMBER 26

AH: Colin Smith 

B: Tom Olson 

I: Kurt Pazdra

M: Justin Searles 

NF: Josh Parsons 

VH: Tom Yoon
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STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 

Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” 

The Orchard holds these individuals in high regard for their demanding work and dedication unto the Lord. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

Colin Smith 
Senior Pastor 
The Orchard

TWENTY YEARS

Russ McCune,  Ed Musilek 
Executive Director of Operations Custodian 
Central Staff Arlington Heights

FIFTEEN YEARS

Sarma Alle Frank Pollina Eri Heck  
Pianist Facility Manager Administrative Assistant 
Arlington Heights Arlington Heights Arlington Heights

TEN YEARS

Brad Wetherell 
Campus Pastor 
Arlington Heights 

FIVE YEARS

Heather Carrera Rachel Kouris 
Connections Coordinator Administrative Assistant 
Arlington Heights Marengo

Valerie Prorok Heather Safford 
Cafe Coordinator Director of Children's Ministries 
Arlington Heights Arlington Heights

Griffin Williams Amy Wilson 
Worship Pastor Children's Ministries Coordinator 
Barrington Arlington Heights
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A MULTI-SITE GOSPEL CHURCH  | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG
Arlington Heights · Barrington · Itasca · Marengo · Northfield · Vernon Hills

Jon and Meta Nelson 
ReachGlobal, Spain | 34 years
Building relationships to share the Gospel 
through teaching English as a second language 
(ESL) in their church, schools, and universities.

Jay and Kathy Pinney 
ReachGlobal, Canada | 34 years
Training church planting networks in Quebec 
and in Asia.

Tim and Jan Stoker  
Wycliffe, Florida | 34 years
Overseeing the Wycliffe USA Finance Department 
staff, including donations, payroll, retirement 
savings, accounts payable, and various other 
accounting and reporting functions.

John and Anna Mosby 
AIM, Kenya | 27 years
Overseeing maintenance, upgrades, safety 
and pilot info for aircraft used to bring the 
Gospel to remote areas of Africa. Anna 
teaches at a university while running AIM’s 
auto insurance for missionaries in Africa.

Ajith and Nelun Fernando 
Youth for Christ (YFC), Sri Lanka | 26 years
Mentoring, counseling and teaching pastors, 
Christian leaders, young staff and volunteers. 
Visits YFC centers and lectures at Colombo 
Theological Seminary. 

Mark and Crystal Kirgiss 
Young Life, Indiana | 26 years
Sharing the Gospel with teens while 
providing spiritual leadership and ministry 
supervision for high school, middle school 
and one special needs ministry.

Mark and Mary Jean Coyne 
Navigators, Colorado | 43 years 
Directing operational aspects of Navigators US 
Field Ministries to enable field leadership to focus 
on missional aspects of Gospel proclamation.

Dave and Wendy Nellis 
UIM, Mexico | 43 years
Working totranslate materials, audio files, dubbed 
Gospel films and theological courses for personal 
growth and to reach the Chatino people in 
Oaxaca for Christ. 

Janet Murray 
TEAM, Chad | 38 years
Training church leaders to grow in Christ and 
develop their role in the church, using Bible 
studies for women and teen girls as they 
become lights in their community.

Craig and Alice Ott 
ReachGlobal, Illinois | 37 years
Training missionaries, educating leaders 
and consulting international church planting 
movements. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS ANNIVERSARIES 

35+ YEARS

25–35 YEARS

“Everything we have comes from God’s hands; even if we worked for it or 
earned it, He still gave us the ability and the opportunity to do it.” 

–Billy Graham

http://theorchardefc.org

