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@ THE ORCHARD
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS | EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 

need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth  2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV)

FROM CONGREGANTS

Pastor Colin and Karen,

You both display sincere tenderness through your words, your eyes and your smiles. Those nonverbals really 

do translate the power and peace of God. Thank you for the wisdom and genuine affection for the Lord 

you've both shared with so many. Thank you for a humble willingness to be His hands and feet and for your 

heartfelt encouragement to trust and know that, in Christ, we are safe in the shelter of our Father's arms. 

There is no place I'd rather be.

I thank God for you both. Missy Delp, Member 

     Joshua Beveridge



It seems impossible that it has been 25 years since I knocked at your door to welcome you and your precious 

family to Arlington Heights! As I have had the privilege of working with you, I have seen, by your example, the 

value of unquestionable integrity. Your word is trustworthy, and that continually has reinforced the blessing of 

living a Christ-like life. You show that the Bible is true and obedience to its commands builds trust, confidence 

and motivation to an ever-deepening faith in God and His promises. Thank you both for the way you model 

love and faithful commitment to each other. We look forward to sharing many more times of fun, thoughtful 

discussions about important topics and times of prayer for our church, our families, and for the Gospel to be 

continually lived out by those of us who carry the name of Christ. I love you—Karen and Colin—and my heart 

overflows with gratitude to the Lord for bringing you to our church and into our lives. May God bless and 

encourage you as you look ahead to the years of service God has in store for you. Gladly serving Christ with 

you, Ruth Guillaume, Member 

You transformed my Christian life through your teaching at Leverage, and continue to do so through your 

sermons, podcasts, books and other ministries. I praise God who sent you to this church! Nao Otsuka, Member

We have been able to enjoy the leadership, teaching and guidance of Pastor Colin his entire tenure at The 

Orchard. In Acts 11:24 there is a description of Barnabas that aptly describes Pastor Colin, “a good man, full of 

the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.” 

Colin is a biblical model for a good man, the fruit of the Spirit is evident in his actions and interactions, and his 

teaching and witness have brought many to the Lord! 

Thank you, Colin. May the Lord bless and keep you. Dave Berry, Member

I had the privilege of watching Pastor Colin train hundreds of pastors, church planters and missionaries through 

the Friday morning vocational training cycle, between 2013 and 2021. Dozens of participants would exit the 

room each week sobered yet inspired, convicted yet rejoicing, challenged yet uplifted. There is no one like 

Pastor Colin to equip God's soldiers for the battle, His laborers for the work, His shepherds for the task. Why? 

It's because Pastor Colin brings together unshakeable conviction, personal integrity and sincere love. He truly 

believes in the importance of cultivating personal godliness, anchoring doctrine in God's word and pursuing 

excellence in ministry. But more than just believing these truths, he lives them out faithfully in his life. And to all 

this is added a sincere, rich and ever flowing love for those He rejoices to train. He desires to see them flourish 

as God's servants as they faithfully fulfill their calling ... and he pours himself out like a drink offering to see 

them equipped and ready for the work. Such faithful, selfless ministry shimmers with the beauty of our Savior. 

Seeing him up close and personal, witnessing his devotion to Jesus, hearing all the teaching he has given and 

observing how he leads and seeks God's will -- all this has left an indelible mark on me. I'm so grateful for God's 

grace in my life through him. Arthur Kok, Member 



FROM OUR BOARD 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their 
way of life and imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 (ESV)

Gospel-centered. Humble. Next generation focused. These three phrases only begin to communicate why we at 

The Orchard are so blessed by Pastor Colin's preaching, leading and mentoring. 

We at The Orchard are so blessed by Pastor Colin's preaching, leading and mentoring. As a church body, we 

have all grown deeper roots through Colin's Christ-centered preaching that speaks directly and personally into 

each of our lives. 

The Church Board is so grateful as Colin helps us to humbly apply biblical wisdom to decisions as we seek to 

lead our Church in a manner pleasing to Christ. 

We are all thrilled to experience the next generation of pastors and lay leaders being equipped as Pastor Colin 

passionately shares his gifts and very life so that we may continue to be built up in faith, continue to correctly 

handle the Word of God and be able to pursue a lifetime of ministry. 

Thank you, Colin and Karen, for 25 years of faithful service to all of us. May the Lord bless you as you continue 

to honor Him. Jeff Rylander, Church Chairman 

The Lord is ministering to all of us through Pastor Colin’s amazing teaching gift, as well as his heart to help us 

grow in the Lord. As relative newcomers to The Orchard, we appreciate the maturity we find in the members 

and the godliness of the staff. Pastor Colin’s focus on the Gospel and the truth of God’s Word contributes to 

The Orchard’s encouraging growth. 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.” Phil. 1:3  

Garry Carter, Church Vice Chairman

FROM PASTORS, RESIDENTS & INTERNS

When I preached my first sermon, I was a freshman in college at a university out of state. Through the process 

of preparing a sermon and preaching, I began to feel a desire to do vocational ministry. Colin reached out to me 

when he heard my sermon, and even though my preaching experience had nothing to do with The Orchard, he 

called me to ask about my future in ministry. When first starting to pursue ministry, I doubted my own calling 

and questioned what it meant to be “called.” Colin was there to give me encouragement and affirmation in the 

direction of vocational ministry and helped me better understand what calling is. My home church and pastor 

were there for me, even when I was multiple states away, and I know I would not be where I am today without 

Colin reaching out to me then.  Ethan Hand, Arlington Heights Pastoral Resident

I’ve grown more confident and more effective in my preaching thanks to Pastor Colin. Initially, it was through 

hearing him preach. Then I got a chance to hear him explain his process and break down the why and how of 

putting together a clear, effective sermon. More recently, I’ve been blessed by getting a chance to preach at 

The Orchard. It’s been great to have him walk with me and the other interns and residents during the process. 

I feel as if I have grown so much in my love for God’s Word and proclaiming it to His people since coming to 

The Orchard. Kelsey Oldenkamp, Vernon Hills Pastoral Intern 



And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6 (ESV)

In doing some gardening in our yard, I noticed a plant that had wound its way up and around the branches 

of a taller, larger bush. This plant is known for spreading out rather than up, but in order to catch more of 

the sun, it curls itself around other, taller greenery, using their long, strong branches for its own flourishing 

and stability.

Though I have been on staff at The Orchard for less than half the time as Pastor Colin, I feel much like the 

plant in my yard in relation to his influence on me. I came into ministry young, zealous and raw, looking 

in many ways to spread out (to widen my pastoral impact) rather than up (to serve out of a desire to 

draw nearer to God). But the Lord has used Pastor Colin to model for me what true pastoral ministry 

(and true Christianity!) looks like. He has been for me a template, a pattern around which to wind and 

curl the contours of my own life. As I’ve watched him and spent time with him and been encouraged and 

challenged by him, I’ve striven to be more like him. To bind my own tender shoots to the shape of his 

godly life: a life that aims to humbly serve other people and faithfully follow Jesus. 

The Lord has used him to cultivate in me a richer joy in the Bible, a stronger commitment to the church, a 

softer heart for my people and a deeper devotion to Christ. And I couldn’t be more thankful.

Josh Parsons, Northfield Campus Pastor

Thank you for walking along with us over the years by mentoring, guiding, sharpening me to be a faithful 

godly pastor over the years. Not only through your preaching/teaching ministry but your personal care of 

phone calls and prayer over the years help me to sustain and persevere in my walk with God. Thank you 

for modeling and supporting us, Christeen and I praise God for you.

Tae Hwang, Vernon Hills Pastor of Congregational Life and Worship 

FROM STAFF 

It has been life-changing for Kari and me to be at The Orchard, learning from you and ministering 

alongside you both for the last eight years. We are so grateful to God for you, and we ask the Lord to 

grant you many more years at The Orchard. Brad Mullet, Director of Global Ministries



And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV)

Thank you for your example of a godly marriage. I have been so encouraged 

by the way you and Karen look at each other, speak kindly and lovingly of 

one another, and have loved others well together. I have always thought of 

you both as one because of the way you have demonstrated that, whether 

it be on Sunday mornings, at certain events, through your Christmas cards, 

etc. I also have seen and experienced such humility from both of you. What 

a gift to be such examples, and yet you both want to point people to Jesus 

and for Him to have the glory! Praise God!

I pray you are both blessed by the encouragement and hearing some of 

the stories of how the Lord has used you both in countless lives. Grateful 

beyond words for you both.

Blessings, Katy Domsten, Northfield Campus Administrator 

FROM UNLOCKING THE BIBLE: 

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming, when no one can work. John 9:4 (ESV)

More than 20 years ago, not long after Pastor Colin began serving our 

congregation as Senior Pastor, the Church Board created Unlocking the 

Bible. The mission of this media ministry was the same then as now... to help 

impact the lives of people around the globe by boldly proclaiming Jesus 

Christ through radio, the web, books and more. I believe the Church Board 

was wise. Unlocking the Bible was and is one of the most effective means 

of pursuing The Orchard’s mission of multiplying believers in the greater 

Chicago area and beyond. In 2021 alone, Unlocking the Bible will reach more 

than 12 million people in 230+ countries globally. Amen!

Looking at big numbers, it is inspiring to see what the Lord has done 

through this ministry. Yet, what truly motivates us are the many notes we 

receive from individual listeners, viewers and readers sharing how God 

is working in their lives because of what we are doing. Having worked 

alongside Pastor Colin for 10+ years, I am so grateful for how he always 

re-focuses us on the Lord’s hand on Unlocking the Bible and the amazing 

privilege we have as fellow workers in God’s field. Even while this ministry 

has grown large, Pastor Colin has maintained the humble heart of a servant 

and a contagious sense of joy in our work. 

Congratulations on 25 years at The Orchard, Colin, and for all you give 

Unlocking the Bible. May the Lord provide you and Karen many more years 

of ministry. I am blessed to call you my pastor, my colleague and my friend.

John Aiello, Executive Director Unlocking the Bible

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 10
 AH: Brad Wetherell

 B: Scott Lothery  

 I: Kyle Green 

 M: Justin Searles

 N: Josh Parsons 

 VH: Tom Yoon 

OCTOBER 17
 AH: Brad Wetherell 

 B: Scott Lothery 

 I: Kyle Green 

 M: Justin Searles 

 N: Josh Parsons

 VH: Tom Yoon 

OCTOBER 24 
 AH:  Colin Smith 

 B: Scott Lothery 

 I: Kyle Green 

 M: Justin Searles

 N: Jeremy Schambach

 VH:  Tom Yoon 

OCTOBER 31
 AH: Colin Smith 

 B: Tom Olson

 I: Kyle Green 

 M: Justin Searles

 N: Scott Lothery 

 VH: Tom Yoon 



GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES

DOUG & KRISTIE ANDRE | ReachGlobal | Hungary | doug.andre@efca.org

Doug and Kristie moved to Hungary in January 2021 to serve with the Budapest City Team. They began 
their time in Hungary by working on language and culture acquisition. Praise for staying healthy and for 
the Lord putting Hungarians in their lives. Pray relationships are formed to share the Gospel. Pray that 
interest grows in their Work Matters study and that they can hold it in person.

HAROLD & CINDY GOLDEN | ReachGlobal | Hungary | harold.golden@efca.org

Harold and Cindy are serving at a new church plant in Obuda. They teach adult English, mentor adult 
and high school students, and conducted summer VBS and English Camps. Praise for a good start to 
the fall term of Adult English Clubs and Bible Chat through Korosi High School. Praise that members 
of their church can come to the English Club and then invite participants to Sunday morning worship 
services. 

EBI & ESTHER PERINBARAJ | ReachGlobal | India | ebi.perinbaraj@ efca.org

Ebi and Esther are finishing their PhD studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School [TEDS] while leading 
online OPEN studies in India and raising support to return to India when finished at TEDS.  Pray for 
development of a weekly Discipleship Class in Hindi that will use OPEN the Bible by Pastor Colin. Forty 
leaders have been identified for them to train as leaders. Pray for the translator who is working on this 
project. 

KEVIN & ERICA PIPPERT | LifeWind | South Africa | kevin@360.org.za [za or sa?]

As regional coordinators for Community Health Evangelism in South Africa, they train and equip 
churches, missions, and non-profits to live out the Gospel in their communities. Praise for those trained 
before COVID leading small house churches. Pray for new partnerships and collaboration with other 
ministries that will strengthen community connections for Gospel work.

ENRIQUE & BECKY FERNANDEZ | ReachGlobal | Minnesota| Enrique.Fernandez@efca.org

Enrique provides accessible masters-level theological education to Spanish-speaking Christian leaders 
around the world through the internet. Praise for 100 master’s students enrolled in ProMETA this term. 
Pray that God’s people will be exposed to Bible truth and trained to transform their communities 
with the Gospel. Pray for the 2021 graduate leaders to have discipline and energy to fulfill their 
responsibilities with excellence.

NUBAKO & CLAUDINE SELENGA | ReachGlobal | Democratic Republic of Congo 
nubako.selenga@efca.org

Nubako equips African church leaders and church planters to make disciples of Christ and multiply 
transformational churches in Africa. He is ReachGlobal Area Leader and facilitates the Kinshasa City 
Ministry team. Pray for a collaborative network of 250 churches in Kinshasa investing in disciple 
makers and reaching areas of the city where the Gospel isn’t known. Pray that God will provide a 
communication coordinator of KAN (KIDStory ministry).

FOCUS AREAS: N. India, Balkans, SE Asia
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