
 
 
Please open your Bible with me at 1 Corinthians 1. I want us to prepare for Easter by looking at a 
marvelous verse of Scripture that lays out all that is ours in Jesus Christ.   
 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
We’re going to take a journey through this wonderful verse with seven stopping points along the way. 
There are some big words in this verse and I will try to offer some simple explanations.   
 
1. Wisdom: Learning How To Live 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
Wisdom is learning how to live. How do you put your life together in such a way that at the end, you will 
be able to look back without regret, and know that it was well lived? 
 
The world is very confident of its own wisdom. People who live without God feel very little need of Him  
and there is a reason for this. The world believes that we can find all that we need in ourselves. When 
we need wisdom, the world tells us that we should look for it in our own hearts. 
 
The last time I was at the doctors for an annual check-up, two people in the waiting room were engaged 
in a rather loud conversation. “I always say you are your own best doctor,” one of them said.  Which 
made me wonder, “well why are you here?” The world will try to convince you that the best place to 
find wisdom is in your own heart.  “The truth lies within you. Look into your own heart and you will find 
it. Your heart is a treasure chest filled with gems of wisdom.  Listen to your own heart and you will know 
what to do.”  
 
The world is very confident about this. But it is reasonable for us to ask some questions.  And that is 
exactly what the Bible does. It punctures the balloon of human pride. It exposes human self-confidence 
for the folly that it is. 
 
You think that you have wisdom in yourself, but here’s a question. Who can discern his errors?  (Ps 
19:12). 
 
If you feel that you don’t need God, and that all you need to do is to listen to your own heart, here’s a 
question for you: Can you really say that you understand yourself?   
 
King David, who wrote this Psalm, says, “I don’t.” “The truth is that I am a mystery to myself. When I 
look into my heart, I find confusion, I find contradictions. What I find in my own heart makes no sense to 
me.” 
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Why would you do something that made you unhappy the last time you did it? A destructive thought 
flies through your mind and you wonder, where in the world did that come from? Paul describes human 
experience when he says, I don’t understand my own actions (Rom 7:15). 
 
There’s a line from a song by DC Talk that catches this well, “What’s going on inside me? I despise my 
own behavior.” 
 
The song begins with these words, “I keep trying to find a life on my own, apart from You. I am the 
queen of excuses: I’ve got one for every selfish thing I do.” 
 
What’s going on inside me? Jeremiah says, The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately sick; 
who can understand it? (Jer 17:9). A deceitful heart is not a good place to look for wisdom.  
 
1. Wisdom: Learning How To Live.  
2. Righteousness: Getting Right With God 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
Righteousness is getting right with God. Every person must one day give an account of his or her life to 
the God who made us. How can I live in such a way that when I stand before God, I will be right in His 
eyes?   
 
People today talk about being “on the right side of history,” (which assumes, of course, that history only 
moves in one direction). The bigger question is, how can I be on the right side of God? 
 
Now again, the world tells you that you can be confident of your own righteousness. Perhaps that is 
what you feel. Someone may say, “Well, I am a good person.  I am honest, I care about justice, I work 
hard, I pay my bills, I love my family.”   
 
But here’s the question that God puts before us in the Bible.  How can a man be in the right before 
God?  (Job 9:2). 
 
Here’s the problem: It is one thing to be righteous in your own eyes, or in the eyes of other people it is 
another thing to be righteous before a holy God.  
 
It’s easy to hit the bullseye if you shoot an arrow into a tree and then paint a target round it.  But if you 
want to know what it takes to be righteous before God, you must look at where you are in the light of 
His target. 
 
Listen to these words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you (Matt 5:44). I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be 
liable to judgement (Matt 5:22). Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow (Matt 6:34). You therefore 
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Matt 5:48). 
 
That’s the target, and the truth is that none of us is even close. The Bible is clear: No one is righteous, 
not even one (Rom 3:10). 
 
3. Sanctification: Becoming More Like Jesus 
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And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30). Sanctification is becoming more like Jesus. 
 
How can I change? How can I grow and mature from the person I am to become the person God calls me 
to be? How can I fulfill the purpose for which God has brought me into the world? How can I leave 
behind what spoils me, what pulls me down, and so become more like the Lord Jesus Christ? 
 
Now of course the world does not have any interest in becoming more like Jesus. But the world is very 
confident that we can change.  “You can be whatever you want to be.” 
 
But here’s a question from the Bible that punctures that balloon. Can the leopard change its spots?  (Jer 
13:23). 
 
The world talks about reinventing yourself. And it is true that you can turn over a new leaf, make a new 
start, adopt a new identity, image or style, take a new name, move to a new location, begin a new life.   
 
But here’s the problem: you can put a new face on the old person, but you are still living with the same 
person behind the new face. The leopard cannot change its spots. 
 
You see this if you read biography. A good biographer will spot traits or trends in a person’s character  
and show how they keep recurring throughout his or her life. 
 
I just finished a biography of a man whose father had brought his family into financial ruin by an 
investment in the 1920s that went badly wrong. The failure of the father brought fear of failure to the 
son. The biographer picked up this theme and pointed out how it kept recurring throughout his life.  
He hesitated here when he should have pressed forward. And you see the same thing here, and here 
and years later here… 
 
The man may never have seen this himself. But to a biographer, looking at his life, the connections were 
very clear. 
 
For all the vaunted talk about “becoming whatever we want to be,” the harsh reality is that we are who 
we are, unless some power or person beyond ourselves comes to change us. 
 
1. Wisdom: Learning How To Live 
2. Righteousness: Getting Right With God. 
3. Sanctification: Becoming More Like Jesus 
4. Redemption: Finding Perfect Freedom 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
Redemption means finding perfect freedom. Being set free from all that restrains us. It means being 
released. Being free at last. Redemption is a future oriented word. Paul speaks in Romans 8:23 about the 
redemption of our bodies (vs. 23). He says, “In this hope we are saved.” (vs. 24). 
 
The gift of a redeemed (or resurrected) body will be given to all believers when Christ returns in power 
and glory. Then we will finally be free. 
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Again, the world is confident in our own ability to redeem ourselves. “Whatever has happened in your 
life, you can find the strength to free yourself from all that binds you.” “There is nothing that you cannot 
overcome.” 
 
But here’s the question that the Bible poses to us, What man can live and never see death? (Ps 89:48). 
 
You believe there is nothing you cannot overcome, but you have to consider this unavoidable reality:   
What man can live and never see death? You feel confident that you can climb out of any hole, but how 
are you going to get out of this one? You can’t!   
 
The harsh reality of death lies ahead of us all. You know that you can’t avoid it and you know that you 
don’t have the power to get out of it. 
 
Here are four words that define what matters most: wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, redemption. 
Learning how to live. Getting right with God. Becoming more like Jesus. Finding perfect freedom. 
 
These are the things that we need. And we do not have them in ourselves.  
 
If we are to be wise, righteous, and holy: If we are to be finally free, we need to receive from Someone 
else what we do not have in ourselves and and this is why the Gospel is such good news. 
 
5. Jesus Christ Has What We Need 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30). 
 
Jesus is wise: 
He knows the Father and He knows you. In Him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 
Jesus is righteous: 
He lived the perfect life that none of us have lived. He loved his enemies. He prayed for those who 
persecuted him. He was and is perfect as the Father is perfect. 
 
Jesus is holy: 
He completed all that the Father gave him to do. He said, “For their sake I consecrate (sanctify) myself”  
(Jn 17:19). And on the cross he said, “It is finished.” 
 
Jesus is the Redeemer: 
He was nailed to a cross.  He was crucified, dead and buried. But on the third day he rose from the dead.  
He is able to redeem us body and soul. He is able not only to make our souls perfect, He is able to give 
us risen bodies like his own. 
 
Now notice our verse says not only that Jesus is wise, righteous, holy and the Redeemer, but that Jesus 
Christ became to us wisdom…righteousness, sanctification and redemption. How did He become these 
things to us? 
 
 
 
6. Believers Find What We Need In Christ 
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And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
The message of the Bible is not that you are wise, righteous, sanctified and redeemed. It is that Jesus 
Christ is the Redeemer and if you are in Him, you will be redeemed; Jesus Christ is holy and if you are in 
Him, you will be sanctified; Jesus Christ is righteous, and if you are in Him, you will be righteous. Jesus 
Christ is wise, and if you are in Him, you will have wisdom.  
 
When you are in Jesus, what is in Jesus will be in you.  
 
Learn from Jesus and He will make you wise. 
Trust in Jesus and He will make you right with God. 
Walk with Jesus, and He will sanctify you. 
Hope in Jesus and He will redeem you.  
 
7. Believers Are “In Christ Jesus” Because of God 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor 1:30). 
 
How did it come about that you are in Christ? Why are you a Christian? How can you explain the fact 
that you believe when others in your family do not? How is it that you love Christ when others see 
nothing attractive in Him? 
 
If you are a Christian you know by instinct that something has happened in your life that you cannot fully 
explain. God’s grace has reached you. God laid hold of you when you were dead in trespasses and sins.  
God has made you alive in Christ. It is by grace that you have been saved. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, You did not choose me, but I chose you (Jn 15:16). You see this not once, but 
three times in these verses. God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise (vs. 27). God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong (vs. 27). God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are (vs. 28). 
 
God chose! God chose! God chose! And it is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus. 
 
Conclusion: No Boasting 
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God (1 Cor 1:28-29). 
 
The world is supremely confident in its own wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.   
But there will be no boasting in the presence of God.  
 
Imagine the whole of humanity stretched out for miles. We are divided into two groups, and at the 
center is the Son of God, radiant in His glory.  On one side there are those who will enter into endless 
destruction. On the other side are those who will enter into everlasting joy.   
 
Imagine a drone flying over this vast crowd. Some are weeping and grinding their teeth. Others are lost 
in wonder, love and praise. But no one is boasting.   
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There is no strutting. No blaspheming. No defiance. No sneering. No vaunting of self.  
 
No human being will boast in the presence of God. There will be no boasting Christians, no boasting 
pastors, no boasting celebrities, athletes, academics, billionaires, or social activists. No human being will 
boast in the presence of God. 
 
Why? 
i. Those, who are without Christ, will be brought “to nothing” (vs. 28).   
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God (1 Cor 1:28-29). 
 
Here are people who really thought they were something: but they lived their lives without God. They 
said they didn’t need Him, they said they didn’t want Him. And now they are shown to be without 
wisdom, without righteousness, without sanctification and without redemption. They have been 
brought to nothing, and none of them are boasting. 
 
ii. Then there are those who are in Christ.   
None of them are boasting either.   
 
Why? 
Because they know that, God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise (vs. 27). God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong (vs. 27). God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are (vs. 28). 
 
They know that they were nothing special and that their wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption has all come to them as a gift! It is all because they are in Christ Jesus and the reason they 
are in Christ Jesus is that God in his grace and mercy laid hold of them and made them his own. 
 
So, as it is written, Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord  (vs. 31). 
 
That’s what Andrae Crouch was doing when he wrote these words “How can I say thanks for the things 
You have done for me? Things so undeserved, yet You gave to prove Your love for me. The voices of a 
million angels could not express my gratitude. All that I am and ever hope to be I owe it all to Thee! 
 
To God be the glory 
To God be the glory 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done 
 
With His blood He has saved me 
With His power He has raised me 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done.1 

 
 

 
1 My Tribute  by Andrae Crouch 
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