
 
 
As we prepare for Christmas, we are looking at why Jesus came. We are looking at the times Jesus spoke 
personally and directly about why He came into the world. We saw last time that Jesus came to fulfill 
the law. Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them (Matt 5:17).  
 
Jesus came to fulfill the law in His life, in His death, and in His people. If Jesus had not come, all we 
would have is the law. And if all we had was the law, we could never be forgiven, and we would never 
be changed.  
 
But Jesus came to fulfill the law. He died so that we may be forgiven, and He rose so that the righteous 
requirements of the law may be fulfilled in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but 
according to the Spirit.   
 
The first statement of Jesus about why He came into the world is that He came to fulfill the law.  
Our first response to advent is to follow Jesus by pursuing a life of love, that fulfills the law and is 
pleasing to God.  
 
Today we come to our Lord’s second personal statement about why He came into the world. Do not 
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword (Matt 
10:34). What an astonishing statement that is. It is a direct personal statement of Jesus about why He 
came into the world. What does it mean? 
 
I want us to consider three things today, 
1. A Common Misunderstanding 
2. An Alarming Mission 
3. A Crucial Evaluation    
 
1. A Common Misunderstanding 
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword 
(Matt 10:34). Notice, again, that Jesus, the master teacher, anticipates a misunderstanding, The point 
here is that it would be entirely natural for those who believe in Jesus to think that he had come to bring 
peace on earth.  
 
God had promised a day when Messiah would come, a child would be born; a son would be given. The 
government would be on His shoulder and his name would be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6). 
 
When Jesus was born into the world, angels filled the skies and said, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace (Lk 2:14). 
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So, it would be natural for believers then and now to think that the coming of Jesus into the world 
should mean peace on earth, but Jesus says, ‘Don’t think that.  Don’t expect that,’ Do not think that I 
have come to bring peace to the earth. 
 
We need to hear these words of Jesus. 2000 years have passed since Jesus was born. These years have 
been strewn with wars and with violence. When we sing the carols and hear the angels’ song about 
‘peace on earth’ someone might reasonably think: These are nice sentiments, but peace on earth is a 
long way from the reality of the world in which we live today.  
 
If Jesus came to bring peace to the earth, the last 2000 have been a spectacular failure.  But Jesus is 
clear: Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. If you thought that the birth of Jesus 
would lead to a world of peace in the centuries that followed, that would be a misunderstanding.  
 
Now I want you to see that these words of Jesus -these words of Jesus – Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth are really good news. Here’s why:  
 
God has promised that One day, there will be peace. They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore (Is 2:4). A day will come when crime and violence and wars will cease. A world of wars will give 
way to a world of love. 
 
That day will come. When will it come? He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes 
for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore (Is 2:4). 
 
When will there be peace on earth? Peace on earth will come when God judges between the nations 
and decides disputes for many peoples. The Bible refers to this as ‘the Day of the Lord.’ 
 
When Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth,” He is saying, ‘The Day of 
the Lord has not yet come.’ I did not come into the world to judge between nations and decide disputes 
for many peoples. 
 
If Jesus had come to judge between nations, He would never have been born as a baby. He would have 
appeared in a blaze of glory, surrounded by an army of angels. The earth shook when God came down 
on Mount Sinai, and if Jesus had come to ‘judge between the nations’ and ‘settle disputes between 
many peoples’ the whole planet would have shaken when He came. 
 
The Roman Empire would have collapsed in a moment: Herod would have been brought to justice. And 
Pontius Pilate would have been sent back home.  
 
So here we come to the simplest and most basic question of Christmas: Why was Jesus born as a baby? 
Because He did not come to “judge between nations or decide disputes between peoples.”  
 
This was very clear in the life and ministry of Jesus. Luke records an occasion when, someone in the 
crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” But he said to him, 
“Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” (Lk 12:13-14). Here is a dispute between two 
brothers.  It was a dispute over money. Evidently one brother had all of the in heritance and the other 
brother was claiming half.   
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Here is Jesus, God in the flesh, surely He can use His authority to settle this dispute. But Jesus refuses to 
get involved. Why? Because He has not come as the judge. I did not come to judge the world but to save 
the world (Jn 12:47). 
 
This is why Jesus was born into the world as a baby. This is why He went to the cross. He did not come to 
judge the world, but to save it. Peace will come when Jesus judges the world. But when He came into 
the world on that first Christmas, He did not come to judge. He came to save.    
 
He came to make a way in which sinners like us (who would never be qualified to enter the world of 
peace and righteousness that He will bring) might be saved. He came into the world not in a blaze of 
glory, not to replace all the power structures of the world, not to settle disputes between different 
groups of people, not to judge, but to save! to redeem! 
 
When you read the words of Jesus, it is clear that He spoke in a way that engaged immediate attention. 
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 
 
We can learn from our Savior. Next time, you find yourself in a conversation in which someone is 
bemoaning the state of the world, and asking, ‘Why doesn’t God do something about it?’ You might like 
to say, “But aren’t you glad that Jesus did not come to bring peace on earth?” “What did you say?” 
“Aren’t you glad that Jesus did not come to bring peace on earth? Because, if he came to bring peace, 
He would have come as Judge. And if Jesus had come to judge between nations none of us would have 
entered His new world of peace. 
 
But Jesus said, I did not come to judge the world but to save the world (Jn 12:47). He was born as a baby, 
he went to the cross, and he rose from the dead so that when He does come to judge between nations 
and settle disputes between peoples, we may be saved.”   
 
That’s the first observation, a common misunderstanding. Jesus did not come into the world to judge 
between nations or to settle disputes between peoples. So, why did Jesus come? 
 
2. An Alarming Mission  
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword 
(Matt 10:34). 
 
The first thing to say here is that Jesus never endorsed or promoted violence. We know that Peter 
carried a sword in the Garden of Gethsemane. When Judas came with the armed guard to arrest Jesus, 
John tells us that Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his 
right ear (Jn 18:10). 
 
But Jesus said to Peter, No more of this (Lk 22:51). Put your sword into its sheath (John 18:11). Then that 
Jesus touched His ear and healed him (Lk 22:51). 
 
The gospel can never advance by violence or by conquest. Not by might, or by power, but by my Spirit 
says the Lord (Zec 4:6). We can see the importance of this from the devastating effects of those who did 
not understand it. 
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The whole history of the Crusades in the 11th 12th and 13th centuries (1096-1271) - armies marching 
under the banner of the cross believing that they were advancing Christ’s kingdom by conquest, - was a 
complete misunderstanding of the mission of Jesus.  
 
So, what did Jesus mean when He said that He came to bring a sword? When you find it difficult to 
understand a verse in the Bible it’s a good rule of thumb always to look at what went before and what 
comes after. The meaning of text often becomes clear when you look at its context. 
 
What went before these words of Jesus about the sword? said to His disciples, Behold, I am sending you 
out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves Beware of men, for 
they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles (Matt 10:16-18). 
 
Then Jesus said, When they persecute you in one town flee to the next (v23) Not “if they persecute you,”   
“When” they persecute you.” They will come after you. They will do all in their power to stop you.  
 
There is no doubt about who holds the sword. The sword is in the hands of those who oppose Jesus and 
it is raised against His disciples. 
 
Then Jesus tells his disciples that those who oppose us will include some in our own families. For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. And a person's enemies will be those of his own household (Matt 10:35-36). 
 
Most families know this tension. You have a son or a daughter who walks away from faith in Jesus and 
now there is a tension between you and him or you and her. The tension is over Jesus. If Jesus had not 
come into the world this tension would not exist.  
 
So, the effect of the coming of Jesus has been a separation, a distancing between you and someone you 
love! I have not come to bring peace, but a sword (Matt 10:34). Think about this is the life of Mary. What 
did the coming of Jesus mean for her? 
 
It meant that she was blessed. My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…From 
now on all generations will call me blessed (Lk 1:46-48).  
 
But when Mary and Joseph went to the temple, they met an old man, Simeon, who was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. He took the baby Jesus in His arms, hen he said to Mary, Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed and a sword will pierce through your 
own soul also (Lk 2:34-35). 
 
The coming of Jesus brought a sword for Mary. Loving Jesus as she did, how she must have grieved over 
the hatred of the world towards Him. How her heart must have agonized when Jesus’ brothers said that 
He was out of His mind. How her heart must have broken when she watched and waited as Jesus 
suffered in agony on the cross. 
 
A sword will pierce through your own soul too. The coming of Jesus brought a sword that pierced the 
soul of Mary. His coming will bring a sword for all of us too.  
 
1. A Common Misunderstanding: 



 5 

Jesus did not come to bring peace to the earth. 
  
2. An Alarming Mission 
I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
 
3. A Crucial Calculation  
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me (Matt 10: 37-38). 
 
It is clear from the context that Jesus is speaking here about a father or mother, a son or daughter who 
puts pressure on you to stop following Jesus. They are opposed to Jesus. You are for Him. And you have 
to make a decision. Will you listen to Jesus who says “Follow Me”? Or will you listen to a loved one who 
says “Give Him up: There’s a better life for you to pursue”? 
 
Each of us will have to decide, and Jesus tells us how to make this decision. We must count the cost and 
there are two sides to this calculation. What will it cost me if I follow Jesus? What will it cost me if I 
don’t? 
 
a. Count the cost of following Jesus 
Whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me (Matt 10:38). There will be a cross. 
There will be a sword. God will bring a cross into the life of every follower of Jesus. Thomas Boston said, 

“God had one Son without sin, but no son without a cross.”1  
 
A cross will always be present in your life: Luke records that Jesus said, If anyone would come after me,  
Let him… take up his cross daily and follow me (Lk 9:23). 
 
The cross that you carry may change. But in every season of your life there will be some cross for you to 
bear, some cost for you in following Jesus.  
 
b. Count the cost of not following Jesus.  
So, everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven (Matt 
10:32). One day, Jesus will return as the Judge. He will usher in the day of the Lord. 
 
God has fixed a day on which He will judge the world, through Jesus (Acts 17:31). To some Jesus will say 
“enter into your master’s joy.” To others He will say, Depart from me I never knew you. Whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven (Matt 10:32). 
 
When you make your decision about Jesus, you have to do so in the light of that day. When you ask, ‘Am 
I going to confess Him before men?” You must also ask, “Do I want Him to confess me before the Father 
who is in heaven?’ 
 
If you are holding back from committing yourself fully to following Jesus, it may be because you have 
only counted the cost on one side. You see what you might lose, if you follow Jesus. But you are missing 

 
1The Necessity of Self Denial,’ in Complete Works of Thomas Boston, vol. 6.  
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what you will gain if you follow Jesus. Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven (Matt 10:32). 
 
Jesus came so that when the day of Judgment comes, you might enter into the world of peace and joy  
where God will dwell with His people and wipe all tears from their eyes. If you will follow Jesus: If you 
will confess Him as Savior and Lord. If you will take up the cross that He lays before you, He will confess 
you before the Father in heaven.  
 
When the day of the Lord comes, Jesus will say of you, “He’s Mine! She’s Mine!” And you, by His grace, 
will enter into the world of peace and love that God has prepared for all who love Him, (1 Cor 2:9).  
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