
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 

I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 

Psalm 9:1 (ESV)

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 –2020



OUR MISSION

To glorify God by multiplying God-centered, Christ-exalting, 

world-transforming believers through the Gospel in the 

greater Chicago area and around the world. 

The last six weeks of our fiscal year looked quite different 

from the previous 46 weeks due to the global pandemic. 

It’s good to be reminded of all that God is doing in and 

through The Orchard. Though our schedules and our lives 

have changed drastically in 2020, Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8).
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PREACHING

The people of The Orchard are richly blessed by the faithful preaching 

of God’s Word each week. This year, we: 

heard 187 sermons 

from 26 preachers 

2019 was marked by the series 

Open: A One-Year Journey Through the Bible.

Listen to sermons HERE
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O P E N
a one-year journey through the Bible

https://theorchardefc.org/sermons/


ROOTS, LIFE, FRUIT

ROOTS

3,088 Weekly attendance 

(A 10% increase prior to moving worship services online) 

LIFE

187 LIFE Groups

Not in a LIFE Group? Find one HERE.

FRUIT

43 Baptisms

1,887 Members
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https://theorchardefc.org/groups/
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CHILDREN

490 Awana 

416 Orchard Kids

STUDENTS 

200 at Winter Retreat 

 226 students in Youth Group

75 students on summer missions and service trips
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CHILDREN AND STUDENTS



ROOTED  OCTOBER 7–11, 2019

Rooted was a weeklong event when we took some 

time to consider why we as a church strive to ground 

everything we do in the Word of God. We looked at 

the importance of God’s Word and why our worship 

services are built around the Bible.

May we continue as a church to keep the Word of God 

central in all that we do.
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Sing the Word

Pray the Word

Read the Word

Preach the Word

ROOTED  OCTOBER 7–11, 2019



GLOBAL MINISTRIES

Our focus: evangelism, church planting 
and leadership development.
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 7  short-term teams to 5 countries: 

Albania, Greece, Hungary, India, 

Philippines

 83 short-term workers sent

 4  workers sent for long-term ministry 

in Albania and Greece 

 8 organizations supported 

 8  church planters and pastoral 

residents established in the 

greater Chicago area

 73  career missionary families and 

individuals supported

 6  workers sent for church-planting 

support to Albania
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MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES

Pastor Colin’s Open sermon series has been translated into Polish, 

Japanese, and Spanish. 

More than 50 women have been studying English and hearing the 

Gospel through English Next.  

More than 20 languages are represented across The Orchard.
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“On the morning of our trip overseas to visit family during the 

Christmas holidays, we discovered that our water heater was 

leaking; we were out of hot water in our house. We made a few 

calls and all the major stores, knowing that we were in a time 

crunch, quoted a hefty price tag to replace it. We knew that we 

had to get it fixed before we came back on New Year’s Eve.

The temperature would be freezing outside and our family with 

little children would suffer without hot water, especially after a 

long flight home.

We made a call to brothers in our LIFE Group asking for help. They quickly stepped up and took charge 

of the whole situation and assured us they would help replace it while we were away. After being picked 

up at the airport by a brother in our LIFE Group, we found our group to be true to their word as we 

found a new water heater up and running at home. One of the brothers took charge of blowing all the 

snow and having the driveway clear for us when we got home. We are very grateful to God for placing 

us in the loving fellowship of His saints who gladly helped us in our time of need! This LIFE Group is our 

family away from home. There is enthusiasm and eagerness to open the Word, study and grow in Him as 

we gather together.”–Joe Wellington  |  Read more stories like Joe’s HERE.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTSARLINGTON HEIGHTS

16 baptisms 146 new members 745 people serving

9 |  THE ORCHARD 

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/
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Five years ago, the Lord called my wife, Linda, and me 

to lead a LIFE Group with the aim of applying Gospel 

truths to marriage. We have seen God work deeply in 

the lives of our members. Some of the fruit we have 

witnessed includes:

Marriages transformed by connecting the truths 

of the Gospel to the daily realities and challenges 

of marriage

People new to The Orchard getting connected

Faithful prayer for one another

Grieving and supporting each other in times of loss

Hosting a baby shower for a new mom

Rejoicing with one another, including celebrating a new marriage

Encouraging one another to rely on the power of the Gospel through tough seasons 

God has truly done more than we could have asked or imagined when we first began leading five years 

ago. He has blessed our lives with new friends and refreshed our own love for one another.” –Ray Green

Read more stories like Ray’s HERE.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS

69 adults attended a Newcomers Dinner 3,159 boxes sent overseas via Operation Christmas Child 

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/


ARLINGTON HEIGHTSBARRINGTON
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 22  youth and children professed faith 

in Christ

 20 baptisms

 72 new members 

 500 people in LIFE Groups

 50  students participated in a summer youth 

service team

 45    people equipped in an apologetics class

 3X Pray First attendance 

 156  holiday meals were donated and 

delivered to Greencastle in Barrington    

 731 people attended Easter Eggstravaganza

 150  served together at Feed My Starving 

Childre n

 256 sets of sheets were collected for Love INC

 200  Cards of Hope were created and 

sent to Phil’s Friends

222  boxes were prepared and shipped 

overseas via Operation Christmas Child. 

Completed the 2019 Neighbor Here, Neighbor There initiative:



“What a joy it was for my family and me to join others from The 

Orchard in showing God's love to our neighbors at Greencastle, 

an affordable living senior center. Many of the residents are 

Chinese and Korean speakers, and they were so glad to receive 

the fresh food and interact with the kids and people from our 

church. Stepping into the facility reminded me that the nations 

are at our doorstep: We don't have to travel to another country 

to do cross-cultural ministry ... we just have to open our eyes and 

be willing to serve the people right in front of us.” –Arthur Kok

“When I heard about the Neighbor Here, Neighbor There request to make 

cards for Phil’s Friends, I grabbed a huge stack to take home. I figured the 

kids would have fun coloring the pages. What I didn’t anticipate is that those 

cards would be a way for us to connect with two sets of neighbors on the 

street. One rainy afternoon when I had six kids complaining of boredom, 

I pulled out the cards and witnessed the kids laughing and coloring. They 

were exposed to the Bible verses on the cards, as well as what it looks like 

to love your neighbor as yourself through words of encouragement. Nearly 

every time Claire comes to my house, she asks if we can color more cards for 

the kids who are sick.” –Ruthie Archer

Read more stories like Arthur’s and Ruthie’s HERE.

BARRINGTON
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CELEBRATED 1 YEAR OF MINISTRY IN CHICAGO 

20 new members

50 people attended our first Worship in the Park and Church Picnic

Continued to contextualize the Gospel to an ethnic, generational and socio-

economic diverse group 

Served the East Garfield Park community by hosting a block party, a safe and 

engaging space during the historically violent summer months

Discipled residents from Pacific Garden Mission. How beautiful it is to see the 

Lord grow these men into the likeness of Jesus!

Recognized a need to provide a space for those with different theological 

convictions, so we added a LIFE Group which walks through basic Christian 

beliefs in the Gospel of Mark.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTSCHICAGO
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“Although I moved to Chicago from Los Angeles four years ago, I am 

still making adjustments to calling this wonderful city my adopted 

home. Finding a church where I feel connected has been on the top 

of the list and with the recommendation of an old pastor, I came to 

find The Orchard Chicago. I felt God’s gentle push to rather quickly 

integrate myself into the church and even joined a new women’s 

LIFE Group which began a few weeks after my first visit.

The LIFE Group has been one which has truly shown me what it 

means to have sisters in Christ, especially during trying times. I have 

been growing spiritually in learning more about the Bible, practicing 

prayer, and integrating God into my life past the "Sunday Christian." 

Even with a daily practice in reading Scripture, there is something 

that is so special in reading the Bible with others as a Christian family. 

What can be confusing is brought to life in discussion when my sisters 

shine a light on what I did not understand, and there are also times 

when I find out that I know more about the Bible than I may give 

myself credit for. I look forward to meeting with my sisters on a weekly basis to reflect on the 

Sunday sermon, to share prayer requests and praise reports, and also to check in during the 

week as well.” –Annie Chang  | Read more stories like Annie’s HERE.
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CHICAGO

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/


 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTSITASCA

23 new members

16 LIFE Groups with more than 100 participants

95 people serving

40+ each month at Pray First

Growing Children’s Ministries and Awana
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“I distinctly remember my very first visit to The 

Orchard Itasca on a cold Mother’s Day a couple of 

years ago. God had been calling me for a while to 

a deeper fellowship with Him and other believers. 

When I walked in, I was greeted by smiling faces 

and felt welcomed, accepted and even expected. 

Someone invited me to sit with them. I noticed that 

many people had their own Bibles with them and 

were taking notes during the sermon. From the 

words of the very first song to the message and 

prayers, it was evident that Christ indeed was the 

Lord here, and His Word was loved and revered 

among the people present. My heart soared with joy 

of having found my new church home. I felt like a 

traveler who, after a long journey, has finally arrived 

back home to a loving family. After the service 

someone prayed with me at the Welcome Desk. Since then I have returned each week. I love our 

church worship services because together we get to sing the Word, pray the Word, read the Word, 

preach the Word and worship our beautiful Savior Jesus Christ.” –Iveta Berzinch

Read more stories like Iveta’s HERE.
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ITASCA

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/


ARLINGTON HEIGHTSMARENGO

It has been such a blessing to see how God’s people are committing to each other in 

three significant ways:

Commitment to our church. We have had 15 people commit to membership. More people 

are also committing to our church by praying for it. We’ve seen more people (20 to 30!) 

participating in Pray First each month.

Commitment to each other. We’ve added two LIFE Groups and have just over 60 people in LIFE 

Groups. That’s just over two thirds of our weekly attendance! It has been especially encouraging 

to see the ways they reach out to each other even when they couldn’t meet in person during the 

Coronavirus quarantine.

Commitment to serve. Our congregation is filled with people eager to serve. About 63 people 

serve in regular weekly or monthly ways, and there are more than that if you count those who 

help with special events or work projects.
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“My wife Janet, sister Carol and I have been so blessed since our 

very first Sunday visiting The Orchard. We had heard about a new 

series Pastor Colin started January 2019, going through the Bible 

in a year, so we thought it was a perfect time to visit. A few of 

our friends attended The Orchard, so it was nice to see familiar 

faces. However, it was the welcoming words of the people and the 

worshipful music that felt inviting to me. Janet was drawn to the 

solid Bible teaching right away. Both of us have gotten involved 

in serving. Janet has a passion for children and is an Awana leader. 

We both serve in the welcome ministry, as well as leading a 

LIFE Group. 

We have been involved in small groups and truly feel this ministry 

is a vital part of spiritual growth. When we began attending The Orchard, it was natural to seek a 

LIFE Group. Our group is committed to growing in our walk with Christ, studying God’s Word together, 

encouraging one another and getting involved in our church community. Through LIFE Groups, we 

have connected with others on a deeper spiritual level: praying for each other, coming alongside 

others in their struggles and also holding each other accountable to what Jesus has called us to do.

Janet and I knew the next step for us was becoming members of The Orchard and committing to 

this body of believers and its leadership. We also hope to be examples to others by committing to 

membership of Jesus’s church.” –Jerry and Janet Taylor

Read more stories like Jerry and Janet’s HERE. THE ORCHARD |  18 

MARENGO

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/


ARLINGTON HEIGHTSNORTHFIELD 
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In 2019, the Northfield Campus saw its strongest year of growth, with a number of folks finding their 

church home here, serving for the first time, making relational connections and growing in their faith. 

20 new members      103 people serving      300 people in worship

Event highlights include: youth ministry “half-nighter,” Northfield Market & Music, women’s event on 

relationships, leadership community, three men’s gatherings, increased Pray First participation.

“When I first started attending The Orchard, I was looking for a way to serve. 

Growing up in the church, I knew that there is almost always a perpetual need 

for volunteers in any children’s ministry. I asked Pastor Josh how I could get 

involved, he connected me with Jeremy, and I’ve been serving in the K-2nd 

class of Orchard Kids since. What I enjoy most about serving in Orchard Kids 

is the amazing maturity some of these very young kids show in class. There 

have been many times where I ask a question about the verse or lesson topic 

and get an answer that shows amazing understanding of what we’re learning 

about. God has really shown me how the Spirit can work in believers of all 

ages, and He has even has used the kids to teach me at times. Serving in Orchard Kids has been such 

a blessing for me to invest in the lives of all the kids who come to The Orchard, to grow closer to those 

I am serving with and to grow in my relationship with God through service.” –Carl Johnson 

Read more stories like Carl’s HERE.

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/


“We were delighted to learn The Orchard would be opening 

a location in Northfield. We had family who attended The 

Orchard Arlington Heights, where Lilly completed Awana, 

thanks to her grandparents. We visited The Orchard many 

times throughout the years and always appreciated Pastor 

Colin’s biblical teaching. We began attending The Orchard 

Northfield when the doors opened. We immediately benefited 

from hearing God’s Word, and Lilly built strong relationships 

with her youth group peers and leaders.

For years, I (Josue) felt God nudging me to get better 

connected to the church, but I made no effort. Last year 

God presented the opportunity to use my professional 

background to serve the church; I could no longer ignore 

God’s nudging. Shortly after I started serving, the opportunity 

for Laura to serve with the youth group arose. Laura was reluctant to add another responsibility, but 

she took a leap of faith. After a few months of service, it became clear we were overdue for making 

a commitment to church membership. We participated in the membership class where we were 

reminded of the many reasons why we appreciate The Orchard and its commitment to accomplishing 

God’s work. We are glad to be a part of this church and are ready to let God use us wherever He 

leads us.” –Josue and Laura Perez  | Read more stories like Josue and Laura’s HERE.
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NORTHFIELD

https://theorchardefc.org/the-orchard-stories/
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GOAL

To raise $10M to accomplish the following:

•  Renovate the Arlington Heights Campus for the benefit of 

our entire multi-site church (completed 1/17)

•  Launch three new campuses in the greater Chicago area

•  Plant churches in the Balkan Region

ACCOMPLISHED IN 2019-2020

•  Work toward the launch of The Orchard Vernon Hills began. 

Led by Pastor Tom Yoon, this will be the third new campus 

launched in the Chicago area as a result of Thrive. Many 

have expressed interest in being part of this new work, and 

Vernon Hill’s first Pray First took place in March. The Grand 

Opening of The Orchard Vernon Hills will, Lord willing, take 

place in Fall 2020.

•  Thrive has aided our partners in the Balkan region of Europe 

by supporting Gospel preachers and church planters along 

the Via Egnatia. Thrive helped fund outreach camps and 

national workers as well as mobilize five teams comprised 

of 57 individuals from The Orchard to serve on short-term 

teams this past year. Additionally, Thrive funds were invest-

ed in the development of leaders in this region to spread 

the gospel for years to come. 

ACTUAL GIVING 8.7M 
PROJECTED GIVING $9.2M

21 |  THRIVE 

NOVEMBER 1, 2015– 
DECEMBER 31, 2020
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We are astonished once again by God’s abundant generosity through the congregation this year.

THANK YOU!

Please note that giving totals are estimates as the financials were not finalized at the time of printing.

$1.7 MILLION
given to Thrive this fiscal year

$1.1 MILLION  
given to Global Ministries

$8.98 MILLION  
given to General Fund

FINANCIAL UPDATE |  22 
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OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS, 
UNLOCKING THE BIBLE HAS:

EXPANDED OUR RADIO REACH
by adding 25 new stations across the US and by securing better times on already-existing stations. Our 
daily program now airs on nearly 300 outlets. We estimate that approximately 1.2 million people listen 
every week.

LAUNCHED AND PROMOTED OPENTHEBIBLE.ORG
to provide a people around the globe with a practical, web-based tool to go through the Bible in 50 
weeks, one hour per week. To date, we are approaching 100,000 visitors to OPENTHEBIBLE.ORG and 
we are only just beginning to promote it.

WELCOMED MORE THAN 3.5 MILLION PEOPLE TO THE WEBSITE
from all 50 states and dozens of countries around the world. Unlockingthebible.org, is filled with 
Gospel-centered content in many different formats. The site is growing in visitors by nearly 
10% each year!

CONTINUED TRAINING NEXT GENERATION GOSPEL LEADERS
by taking more than 60 ministry leaders around The Orchard through Leverage and more than 50 
vocational leaders from the greater Chicago area through Momentum. We also expanded our number of 
Residents, all of whom are deployed at congregations of The Orchard. 

CREATED NUMEROUS NEW BIBLICAL RESOURCES 
such as the new book, For All Who Grieve, and the new booklet, How Can I Be Sure About Heaven? 
These and other resources are being distributed widely to believers and those who do not yet believe, 
serving them wherever they are geographically and spiritually.

http://OPENTHEBIBLE.ORG
https://openthebible.org/
http://Unlockingthebible.org


EXPANDED SUPPORT FROM MINISTRY PARTNERS
receiving financial gifts from 50 states and 20 countries. The number of donors grew by 33% in 2019, 
and overall donations grew by 20%. The number of first-time donors to UTB grew by more than 30%, 
with nearly 3,000 households around the US giving for the first time in 2019.

TOUCHED MORE THAN 8 MILLION PEOPLE
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ through all forms of modern media: radio, blogs, podcasts, social media, 
books, articles and videos.

RECEIVED HUNDREDS OF NOTES SUCH AS THIS…
“Thank you for your commitment to God’s Word. We’re so thankful that when we listen to your program 
and to Pastor Colin’s teaching that we know we’re hearing truth. We treasure your ministry and hard 
work to share the message of Christ. There have been many times when the message we’ve heard 
directly fed the work of the Spirit in our lives. Pastor Colin’s teaching is a tremendous encouragement 
and source of hope. We’re amazed that it can reach so many and are grateful for our ability to support 
that reach. We pray for your staff and families. We pray for the steadfast hope of Christ to fill you and 
keep you. We love Unlocking the Bible!” 
-Matt & Bethany, Podcast Listeners, Philadelphia

The Lord is clearly working through Unlocking the Bible, and our growing team is humbled to be part 
of His plan for reaching people around the globe.

unlockingthebible.org
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ORCHARD MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT (OMD) exists to cultivate excellence in 

stewardship and long-term funding for The Orchard and Unlocking the Bible by inspiring 

and educating existing and potential donors in current impact and legacy giving. By 

making use of innovative giving and estate strategies, OMD enables donors to have the 

greatest possible impact with the resources that have been entrusted to them.

OMD provides a safe place to discuss and learn about giving possibilities but will not 

ask for money. The primary goal of OMD is to educate and provide resources for the 

congregation. 

This year, OMD encouraged generosity through presenting these topics:

 • Leaving a Christian Legacy 

 • Gifts of Non-Cash Assets  

 • Smart Giving with your IRA/RMD

 • Journey of Generosity

 • Wills and Trusts Seminar Program (pilot) 
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Hundreds of educational resources have been shared, and many from the congregation 

continue to take advantage of individual face-to-face meetings to learn more. 

Increasingly, folks are hearing about different types of gifts and giving generously 

through OMD. 

What people are saying about OMD events:

  “ This way of giving (non-cash) is wise for our family and the church. 

Both benefit. I’m so glad we learned about this.”

  “ We have known for a long time that we needed a will or a trust. 

Now we know what to do and are motivated to do it!” 

orchardministrydevelopment.org

http://orchardministrydevelopment.org
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A MULTI-SITE EVANGELICAL CHURCH | THEORCHARDEFC.ORG

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 1330 N. DOUGLAS AVE., ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60004 

BARRINGTON 1301 S. GROVE AVE., BARRINGTON, IL 60010 

CHICAGO 1758 W. LAKE ST., THE LAKEWOOD, CHICAGO, IL 60612 

ITASCA 716 E. GEORGE ST., ITASCA, IL 60143  

MARENGO 20911 RATFIELD RD., MARENGO, IL 60152 

NORTHFIELD 315 WAUKEGAN RD., NORTHFIELD, IL 60093

VERNON HILLS  COMING SOON

http://theorchardefc.org
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