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In a year when nothing seemed to go as planned, it’s good for us to look back 
and see some of the good things God has done in the past 12 months.

THE ORCHARD ONLINE

We launched The Orchard Online to allow our congregation (any many others!) to attend 

church when we couldn’t meet in person. One couple from our church invited more than 

100 Facebook friends in different parts of the world to join our Easter service. Families who 

attended The Orchard before moving out of state have been able to stay connected to a 

ministry they love. In addition to serving those in our congregation, folks from 48 states and 

71 countries have joined us for worship online. 

NEW MEMBERS

We’ve welcomed 183 new members this year. We’re grateful that people continue to make a 

commitment to The Orchard through membership. 

HUNGARY TEEN CAMP

Though not able to travel to Hungary this summer, Pastor Josh Newton 

and some of his team hosted a Virtual Teen Camp. They met six 

Monday afternoons using content from www.openthebible.org. 

Twenty-three Hungarian teens participated the first week! 

http://www.openthebible.org
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“WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO?”

Zenol Moore, a member of our Arlington Heights congregation, lives in an assisted living facility. 

They are still not allowing visitors, including pastoral visits, so Zenol decided to start a Bible 

study. Zenol really wanted to use Pastor Colin’s Psalm 23 series, but they don’t have computers 

or the ability to watch the sermon. Another woman from The Orchard has been printing out 

Pastor Colin’s sermon transcript and mailing copies to Zenol. She hands them out to the others in 

the Bible study, and they take turns reading the sermon aloud and then discussing it! Zenol said 

she is always asking the Lord, “Why am I here…and what do You want me to do?” She knows that 

if He is giving her work to do, He will give her the energy to do it. And it’s a good thing, because she is 97 years old!!

STUDENTS

This fall, more middle school and high school students are participating in youth group in person than during the last 

school year. “I have been so encouraged by our students this year, reaching out and bringing unchurched friends to our 

e-learning days and youth group. One week we had at least 10 unchurched friends. COVID has provided an amazing season 

of ministry. We also have had two students put their faith in Christ this month. The Lord has opened so many doors for 

conversations and ministry. Last night we had 73 students! God is so good and is doing amazing things.” 

—Pastor Josh Newton, Barrington

VERNON HILLS

“The Orchard Vernon Hills started gathering for weekly worship services on 

Sunday, October 4. We’ve been meeting in a temporary space with about 80 

attending in person each week and another 80 people watching via livestream. 

Not only that, but we have six LIFE Groups and have launched both Student 

Ministries and the nursery. The Lord has brought a great group of people to start 

this congregation, many who have been serving with joy and with sacrifice. It’s 

been really encouraging to see all that God has been doing in Vernon Hills.” 

—Pastor Tom Yoon, Vernon Hills

PEACE AND PRAYER WALK

One night in June, a group of individuals and families, representing several locations 

of The Orchard, joined the Chicago congregation in a peaceful prayer walk through 

the Near West Side neighborhood of Chicago. Approximately 75 people walked and 

prayed the words of Psalm 67 as we cried out to the Lord for His grace, the advance 

of the Gospel in Chicago and all nations of the Earth, for gladness concerning the 

equitable judgments of our King and for the name of the Lord to be praised! During 

the prayer walk, a sergeant from the Chicago Police Department’s 12th District pulled 

Pastor André Ballard aside to make a request. Every year on Father’s Day, many 

families get together in Touhy-Herbert Park for celebratory expressions over BBQ. 

But later in the evening, violence tends to break out between rival gangs. Pastor 

André was asked if he would be willing to come to the park at 6:30 p.m. and pray for 

peace. He was glad for the opportunity to pray in the community for the community. 
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CARING FOR WIDOWS

A group of women delivered 110 gift bags to widows from the congregation. 

A group of volunteers met at Miriam Neff's house to assemble and deliver them. One 

woman who served shared the following: “Thank you so much for the opportunity to 

meet some of the dear ladies from church who have lost a spouse. The ladies were 

surprised and deeply appreciative of the gift bag and being remembered by the 

church. It was a blessing to be able to talk and pray with those who I saw and could 

personally hand the bag to them.” And another: “I delivered gift bags to several and 

to summarize: many miss church so much! They do not know when they will be able 

to return. It’s all so different now. A few had tears to be remembered. Many wanted 

me to stay and chat, and I did so. Lots of loneliness out there.” 

JAPANESE OUTREACH 

On May 16, our Japanese Businessman Café Outreach met for the first time since our stay-at-home order began. Since we 

met via Zoom, one Japanese man who use to attend was able to participate from Japan. Five of the eight participants 

were Japanese non-Christians. We discussed how the coronavirus is impacting business and life. We were comforted and 

encouraged by God’s Word during such a difficult time in our world. “God…comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may 

be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 

2 Corinthians 1:4

FINDING COMMUNITY

“After leaving our former church, we felt lost and discouraged. We prayed and asked God to show us 

our next move. He led us to The Orchard Northfield. We took baby steps and were skeptical this time 

around. Pastor Josh Parsons was gracious to encourage us that this could be a place of rest, even if 

we just pass through. Pastor Jeremy and Kristin Schambach were wonderful, too; they brought our 

oldest daughter, Coco, right into the fold of student ministries. Through Orchard Kids our other two 

daughters, Gia and Nina, slowly started to open back up. The healing process was underway. What 

seemed like a bright, new start turned on its head when the pandemic hit. Our faith was challenged. 

Being isolated with three kids in the house doing remote learning, running businesses over Zoom, 

and living through a worldwide health crisis felt impossible. Although difficult, it was encouraging to see that the church was 

alive and well. The Orchard did a fantastic job spreading the Gospel each week with their online streaming services. Sundays 

became a source of hope for us to gather as a family, worship God, hear from His word and pray together – even in our pjs. A 

lot has changed for our family since then and taking things “one day at a time” has new meaning for us. We are grateful for 

the many familiar faces at The Orchard Northfield who have regularly welcomed us with kindness during this tough season. 

We look forward to growing, serving, and Lord willing, becoming a part of this community of kingdom-builders.” 

—Rusty and Lisa Schluchter

Praise the LORD!
For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

The LORD builds up Jerusalem;

 he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

He heals the brokenhearted

 and binds up their wounds.

He determines the number of the stars;

 he gives to all of them their names.

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;

 his understanding is beyond measure.

 Psalm 147:1-5
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STAFF ANNIVERSARIES

Several of our staff celebrated significant work anniversaries in 2020. We’re grateful 

to the Lord for the way He’s gifted them for the work they do and for His kindness in 

bringing them to and keeping them at The Orchard. 

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE

December 12/13
AH: Pastor Colin Smith

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Colin Smith

December 19/20
AH: Pastor Colin Smith

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Pastor Justin Searles

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tom Yoon

Online: Pastor Colin Smith

December 26/27
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Tom Olson

C: Pastor Andre Ballard

I: Pastor Kyle Green

M: Alex Rodriguez

N: Pastor Josh Parsons

VH: Pastor Tae Hwang

Online: Pastor Tom Olson

January 2/3
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell

B: Pastor Colin Smith

C: Pastor Colin Smith

I: Pastor Colin Smith

M: Pastor Colin Smith

N: Pastor Colin Smith

VH: Pastor Colin Smith

Online: Pastor Colin Smith

January 9/10
AH: Pastor Scott Lothery

B: Pastor Colin Smith

C: Pastor Colin Smith

I: Pastor Colin Smith

M: Pastor Colin Smith

N: Pastor Colin Smith

VH: Pastor Colin Smith

Online: Pastor Colin Smith

Beth Acosta 
Director of 
Human Resources

Jason Graham 
Controller

Mark Stanger 
Technical Director 
Barrington 

Brian Stratton 
Facilities 
Barrington 

Grace Sullivan 
Director of Campus Ministries 
Arlington Heights 

Linda Weaks 
Administrative Assistant 
Barrington

FIFTEEN YEARS

Cindi Johnson 
Accounting Assistant

TEN YEARS

Marilyn Coe 
Receptionist and Facility Scheduler 
Barrington 

Russ Williams 
Facility Manager 
Barrington 

Matt Zaubi 
Pastor of Seniors and Care 
Arlington Heights 

FIVE YEARS

http://theorchardefc.org

