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PRAYER WALK   Friday, June 5

The murders of unarmed black individuals Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and George Floyd drew 
public attention and widespread outcry. Peaceful protests, violent demonstrations, clashes with police 
officers and polarized positions of activists, lawmakers and celebrities have all been added ingredients 
to our country’s stew of civil unrest. 

The natural response is to place the label “enemy” on those who mistreat us and cause us to suffer 
persecution. Yes, it is much easier to love our neighbors and hate our enemies. But that is not the 
teaching of Jesus. In fact, Jesus said we ought to, “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:44-45) 

On June 5, several members of The Orchard intentionally walked to the Chicago Police Department’s 
12th District and prayed for the officers who have been given the responsibility of protecting and 
serving the neighborhood we call home.

DELIVERING MEALS   Wednesdays, May through September 

Together Chicago is a non-profit organization that desires to renew Chicago, together with churches, 
businesses, community leaders and government officials to inspire hope within the communities they 
serve. One of their five focus areas is to foster seasonal rhythms of united prayer with collective action 
through mobilization of the faith community.

The Orchard Chicago was invited to join Together Chicago along with other local pastors and 
community leaders who roll up their sleeves every week to provide, then deliver hundreds of meals to 
community residents of Westhaven Park. Pastor André and Samuel Christopher, a seminary student 
at Moody Bible Seminary, personally deliver meals to 15 families every Wednesday. Disciples of Jesus 
must be people who are quick to fall to their knees in prayer. And Christians must also be quick 
to rise to their feet and be a good neighbor who helps meet the needs of those within their own 
communities.
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GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TO OUR CONCERNS ABOUT RACISM
In my recent conversations about racial injustice, I have encountered some Christians who fit into one of two 
categories: either they don’t know some truth of God’s Word, or they know the Bible well but find it difficult 
to connect and apply it to their own contextualized situations.

I am neither a politician nor an academic scholar. I am a pastor; therefore, I think about ways I can respond to 
situations first biblically and then pastorally. The goal of my counsel is always to teach the truth of Scripture 
and help people apply it to their lives.

Christian friends, the Scriptures speak clearly to the Church in these days of heartache and confusion. Here 
are three specific ways that God’s Word transforms our response to racism.

Think Differently
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2).

If you are spending more of your time watching the various news and social media outlets than you are 
reading the Bible or listening to sermons, that is a problem. Your thinking is being conformed to the image of 
this world. It is only the Word of God and the Spirit of God that can communicate the will of God. A faithful 
reading of the Bible must be our primary source of information as we learn to discern what is acceptable 
according to God’s standard.

Listen First, Then Act
Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce 
the righteousness of God. …Be doers of the word, and not hearers only (James 1:19-20, 22).

Are you quick to get angry over personal attacks? Do you desire to control a conversation by changing the 
narrative of a discussion shared by others? Do you get defensive when people talk about race or racism? 
Do you tend to dismiss the fact that racism is pervasive and systemic? If so, you are neither producing 
the righteousness of God nor acting in the freedom the Lord provides. Friendships with people who look 
and think differently than you provide a good context in which to practice listening. I encourage you to 
intentionally reach out to people of a different ethnicity than your own, and invite them to dinner. Seek to 
build relationships with them by patiently listening to their positions and without offering correction.

Give Honor to Others
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor (Romans 12:9-10).

It can be hard to accept defeat, whether in a game of chess, in a difficult conversation, or when facing a 
very significant loss. Our competitive drive kicks in, and we strive to win our own way in conversations and 
in relationships. God says our love toward others should be rooted in the thoughtful and purposeful giving 
of honor. When was the last time you sought to honor someone who had an opinion that was not sinful, yet 
different from yours?

People often ask, “What can we do to help fight racism?” Start by believing that the Bible’s teaching is 
necessary and sufficient. Knowing and applying the Bible is necessary for the Christian, for it declares the 
will of God for us, including how we are to address issues of racism. This same Word sufficiently answers our 
questions about life and should be the womb that incubates all of our theological practices. I pray that you 
are both convicted and convinced of the Bible’s authority over your life. As you listen to God, may you be 
transformed by his Word!

Originally posted at unlockingthebible.org. Reprinted with permission. Read the entire article here 
link to https://unlockingthebible.org/2020/06/gods-word-speaks-concerns-racism/ or read 
another article from Pastor Andre titled, Counsel from a Black Pastor to the Church.
link to https://unlockingthebible.org/2020/06/counsel-black-pastor-church/

https://unlockingthebible.org/2020/06/gods-word-speaks-concerns-racism/
https://unlockingthebible.org/2020/06/counsel-black-pastor-church/


 

PRAYER AND PEACE WALK   Friday, June 19

A group of individuals and families, representing each location of our church, 
joined the Chicago congregation in a peaceful prayer walk through the Near 
West Side neighborhood of Chicago. Approximately 75 people in total walked 
and prayed the words of Psalm 67 as we cried out to the Lord for His grace, 
the advance of the Gospel in Chicago and all nations of the Earth, for gladness 
concerning the equitable judgments of our King and for the name of the Lord to 
be praised! We thank God for all who prayed with us in person, from work 
or home.

During the prayer walk, a sergeant from the Chicago Police Department’s 12th 
District pulled Pastor André aside to make a request. Every year on Father’s Day, 
many families get together in Touhy-Herbert Park for celebratory expressions 
over BBQ. But later in the evening, violence tends to break out between rival 
gangs. Pastor André was then asked if he would be willing to come to the park 
at 6:30 p.m. and pray for peace. That is exactly what he did. As of Tuesday, June 
23, no acts of violence have been reported from the events of that evening.  
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UPCOMING 
PREACHING
SCHEDULE

JULY 4/5
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell
B: Pastor Tom Olson
I: Cole Mizel
M: Pastor Justin Searles
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 

Online: Pastor Brad Wetherell

JULY 11/12
AH: Pastor Brad Wetherell
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Kyle Green
M: Pastor Justin Searles
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 

Online: Pastor Brad Wetherell

JULY 18/19
AH: Pastor Colin Smith
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Kyle Green
M: Pastor Colin Smith
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 
Online: Pastor Colin Smith

JULY 25/26
AH: Pastor Colin Smith
B: Pastor Tom Olson
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Kyle Green
M: Pastor Colin Smith
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 
Online: Pastor Colin Smith

AUGUST 1/2
AH: Pastor Colin Smith
B: Pastor Trey Sonnenberg
C: Pastor Andre Ballard
I: Pastor Kyle Green
M: Pastor Colin Smith
N: Pastor Josh Parsons 
Online: Pastor Colin Smith
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES 

MIKE & MARIA | Partners Ministry / Asia | michael@linkmail.org
They serve in church planting among non-believers in Southeast Asia. Pray for the doctors they have hired to 
assist their staff and house church members regarding how to practice hygiene to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 
Praise God for their strategy of training the new believers to reach out to their communities which has proven to 
be pandemic-resilient. People are coming to faith and churches are being planted. Praise for live streaming Mike’s 
church service every Sunday and for recorded services where he is preaching at as many as three churches on a 
Sunday morning.

ALEXANDER & KENDRA MACRIS | Hellenic Ministries/Greece | alexander.macris@hellenicministries.org
Serving from City Church in Athens, they seek to bring the Gospel to Greece and the whole Balkan region 
by developing leaders who evangelize and plant churches. Praise for cases of Covid-19 being so low that the 
government has been gradually letting up on most restrictions. Praise that Alexander helped organize an event 
for Greek youth. They served meals to the homeless as an avenue for evangelism to the non-believing youth who 
came to help with the event. Pray for health, wisdom, direction and God's blessing through summer camp ministry 
for refugees, teens, men and women. Pray for wisdom conducting Operation Joshua, July 5-11, with almost no 
foreigners this year. Pray the Macrises and those impacted by each of these efforts will find their refuge and peace 
in the LORD.

DOUG & POM OLSON | SEND / Thailand | dougo1987@gmail.com
Doug’s work involves developing language learning curriculum for short-term missionaries learning Thai. The 
language school, Maha Sarakham Grace Language School, is being developed to enable church planting to the 
unreached. Pray for Doug as he works diligently to learn the Thai language. Pray and praise for six people from 
The Orchard who will be helping Doug conduct virtual English Bible story discussions with Thai pharmacy students 
learning English at Doug’s school beginning in July. Pray for more people to join in this ministry of sharing the 
Gospel through virtual learning.

BRIAN & HEIDI DYE | Legacy Disciple / Chicago | brian@legacydisciple.org
The Dyes serve to equip and empower urban believers through the Gospel by sharing Christ with their neighbors 
to build the church and strengthen their communities. Pray for the expansion of ministry that now allows for 
recruiting City Collaborators in other cities, including NYC, LA, Houston, Dallas, Miami and Atlanta. Pray that what 
has been developed in Chicago will seed ministries in these cities. Pray for the disproportionate number of the 
poor affected by Covid-19, who are being helped through Chicago Delivers, led by a group of pastors providing gift 
cards for 5,000 people in need of food security. Pray for local churches to be matched with 300-500 families for 
monthly home visits throughout 2020. Pray that God will open ministry opportunities as relationships are formed 
by serving people physically, emotionally and spiritually.

JIM & RUTH SNYDER | ReachGlobal (RG)/ Africa | jim.snyder@efca.org
Jim is the Congo and Zambia Country Leader, the Kinshasa City Ministry Team Leader, liaison to ReachAfrica, and 
the point person for RG missionary security in Africa. Pray for Jim and Ruth as they continue to help their three 
adopted Zambian children adjust to life in America. Praise for time to equip a team planning to go to Malawi. Pray 
for time to add clarity to the GlobalFingerprints Tabitha program. Pray as they make preparations for the future of 
ministry in Africa and begin to adjust the current leadership structure.

CRAIG & ALICE OTT | ReachGlobal / Illinois | craig.ott@efca.org
Craig and Alice both teach at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, training missionaries, educating leaders and 
consulting international church planting movements. Praise for the positive outcome from a one-hour seminar 
Craig led via video with over 300 participants. Pray that these Christian leaders will be able to give wise guidance 
to their congregations and exercise biblical discernment as they face a variety of strange teachings, foreign 
influences, and competing theological positions. Praise that all instruction at Trinity has gone well via video. 
Pray for summer ministry in Germany that will also be taught via video. 

FOCUS AREAS: SOUTHEAST ASIA, NORTH INDIA, BALKANS 

http://theorchardefc.org

