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The Orchard Vernon Hills 
Passage: Daniel 2:1-49 
Title: The Great Statue 
Pastor: Tom Yoon 
 
Introduction:  
 

• Have you ever found it hard to sleep or rest? 
o Not because you had too much coffee or because you just find it hard to fall 

asleep.   
o But because of something on your mind. 
o Because your worried about your kids, or your marriage, or your parents, or your 

job, or your business, or your future.  
o You may wake up and feel pain in your body, and wonder, “what is it this time?” 

 
• Maybe you’re in the process of moving, or settling down, and you’re trying to think 

through everything you need to get done.   
o Or if there’s conflict and tension with someone in your life, you may wonder if 

reconciliation can ever happen.  
o It’s hard to sleep when there’s conflict.  
o And you may be wondering today how you might find peace and rest.  
o How you might find more clarity and certainty about your future.  

 
1. A Troubled King 

 
• In our passage today, we meet a king who’s troubled in his soul and unable to sleep.  

o If you remember from last time, it was King Nebuchadnezzar, who took captives 
from Israel.  

o And among those he took, were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.  
o But, not only did he take captives from Israel, he also defeated the Assyrian 

Empire and the Egyptian Empire.  
o The two strongest powers of his time.  

 
• So, King Nebuchadnezzar had the greatest power, the greatest riches, the greatest 

army, the greatest city.  
o There was no one greater than King Nebuchadnezzar during his reign.  
o Yet, it’s this king, who found it hard to sleep.  
o In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had 

dreams; his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. Daniel 2:1 
o Here we see, a troubled king.  

 
• Some people today believe that dreams tell us more about ourselves, our inner psych. 

o But in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, people believed that dreams told them more 
about the future, about their future.  
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o That’s why the King had magicians, enchanters, and sorcerers.  
o So, they could interpret his dreams.  
o Knowing the right interpretation could mean life or death for the kingdom.  
o And dreaming about a statue being crushed, Nebuchadnezzar wondered if he 

was going to lose the kingdom, if he was going to be crushed.  
 

• He didn’t want to take any chances, so he did what no king did before. 
o He asked the interpreters to not only, give their interpretation, but he wanted 

them to tell him his dream.  
o “I’m not going to tell you the dream, you tell me.”  
o Because if they could do that, then he could be sure the gods were truly 

speaking to him.  
o And if they couldn’t do this, he would have them killed, he would have them 

torn, limb from limb.  
 

• Feeling like he was going to lose everything, the king acted rashly.  
o When you’re up against a wall, it’s good to take a step back, and to think.  
o Acting rashly, acting out of fear, is never good.  
o You’ll only end up hurting yourself and hurting others.  
o Killing all the wisemen because of a dream?  
o What a foolish thing to do.  
o But this great king didn’t think, he panicked, he feared for his life.  

 
2. A Helpless People 

 
• Can you imagine the horror these Babylonian wise men felt? 

o Listen to what they say.  
o “The Chaldeans answered…There is not a man on earth who can meet the 

king’s demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any 
magician or enchanter or Chaldean. The thing that the king asks is difficult, and 
no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not flesh.” 
Daniel 2:10-11 

o These men wanted to help the king. 
o Their lives depended on it.  
o But how could they speak to the gods? 
o When in history have the Babylonian gods ever directly spoken to the people? 
o They felt helpless.  
o They couldn’t help the king.  
o They couldn’t help themselves.  
o Here we see, a helpless people.  

 
• We might be 2600 years removed from the Babylonians, but it’s the same world we live 

in today.  
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o Our technology may be better, we might be able to live a bit longer, but just as 
they lived in an uncertain world, many live in an uncertain world today.  

o Just as the Babylonians were spiritual, many people in our world our spiritual.  
o But as their gods didn’t speak to them, the gods of today don’t speak to people 

today either.  
o Because what kind of God would come down to earth and dwell in flesh with his 

people, that we could speak to him.  
o What kind of God would do that?  
o So, they say: “The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can show it to 

the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not flesh.” Daniel 2:11 
 
3. A Powerless Tyrant  
 

• This wasn’t the answer King Nebuchadnezzar was looking for.  
o And he gave the order to kill all the wisemen.  
o He felt his own destruction was near, so he took it out on the wisemen.  
o If he was going to be destroyed, why shouldn’t they be destroyed.  
o We read in verses 12 and 13: Because of this the king was angry and very 

furious, and commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. So the 
decree went out, and the wise men were about to be killed; and they 
sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them. Daniel 2:12-13 

o These men had no idea how to tell the king his dream, so the order went out, 
they were to be killed.  
 

• What’s so sad about this story is how helpless this great king is.  
o Nebuchadnezzar was literally the most powerful man in the world.  
o But he was afraid, he couldn’t sleep.  
o He couldn’t control the future, he couldn’t protect his kingdom, he couldn’t help 

his people.  
o Instead, overcome with anger, he orders their death.  
o Later we find out that Babylon is the gold kingdom.  
o And the kingdoms after him get less glorious, with silver and bronze and iron and 

clay.  
o Do you see what the Bible is teaching us here? 
o Even the greatest king on earth, the king of the golden kingdom, can’t protect his 

people, he can’t help his people.  
 

• These days it seems like superhero movies are the big thing.  
o I can’t help but wonder if it’s because people are longing for a true hero, who 

could save them.  
o With leaders who fail, do you ever long for a leader who stands firm?  
o A king who would give of himself for his people, to protect and save.  
o Could there be a truly good and righteous king like that? 
o Who could save us from death?  
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• Unfortunately, it wasn’t only the advisors, but in verse 13, we’re told the students were 

also included in the king’s punishment.  
o The executioners sought Daniel and his companions.  
o We must remember that the book of Daniel doesn’t always go in chronological 

order.  
o That’s why in chapter 1, we’re told that these young men were educated for 3 

years.  
o But chapter 2 begins in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar, that means Daniel 

was still in the middle of his training.  
o That’s why the king didn’t know him yet.  
o That’s why Daniel didn’t know about the king’s decree.  
o That’s why Daniel wasn’t called in, to interpret the dream, he was still in training.  

 
4. A Prudent Servant 

 
• But look at how Daniel responds after hearing of the king’s decree. 

o Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain of the 
king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon…Then Arioch 
made the matter known to Daniel. And Daniel went in and requested the king 
to appoint him a time, that he might show the interpretation to the king. 
Daniel 2:14-16 

o It doesn’t say that he responded with despair or panic or with a troubled heart.  
o It doesn’t say that he couldn’t sleep or that he became restless.  
o It says that he replied with prudence and discretion.  

 
• Daniel was taken from his home, taken from his family, taken from his nation.  

o And finally, a couple of years after trying to settle in, trying to get used to living 
in Babylon.  

o He’s told that he’s going to be executed.  
o But this servant, this slave, this nobody in the kingdom of Babylon, displays a 

humble confidence.  
o He’s not rash, he’s prudent.  
o Do you see the contrast between the servant and the king? 
o The great and mighty king, the ruler of the great Kingdom of Babylon is 

panicking, but the man of God, the captured servant, is standing confident in his 
God.  
 

• There’s an important lesson the Lord is teaching us here.  
o It’s that your confidence and hope and comfort doesn’t come from how much 

power you have, or how great your wealth, or from how far you make it in this 
world.  

o God’s word is teaching us that our confidence comes from him and him alone.  
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o “Do not be afraid of sudden terror…for the Lord will be your confidence and will 
keep your foot from being caught.” Proverbs 3:25-26 

o “In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence, and his children will have a 
refuge.” Proverbs 14:26 
 

• And look at what Daniel says.  
o He tells Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, that he’s going to give the king 

the interpretation.  
o He doesn’t know how.  
o But Daniel trusted that God would deliver.  
o That the Lord brought them to Babylon for a purpose.  
o He knew this wasn’t the end.  
o And he boldly asks to meet with the king.  

 
5. A Confident Prayer  
 

• After speaking with Arioch, look at what he does next. 
o He goes to his friends, and he tells them to pray. 
o Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known 

to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, and told them to seek 
mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his 
companions might not be destroyed…Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel 
in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel 2:27-19 

o Daniel and his companions, pray to the Lord.  
o The Babylonian wisemen, didn’t even think of praying to their gods.  
o Their gods wouldn’t listen to them.  
o Their gods wouldn’t speak to them.  
o But the Lord, the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob heard their prayers.  
o And spoke to these young men.  

 
• And I love how verse 19 says that the vision came in the night.  

o These young men prayed, and then you know what they did.  
o They slept.  
o I think that’s why we’re told the vision came in the night.  
o They weren’t panicking.  
o They prayed and then they slept.   
o And in the night, the Lord spoke to them and revealed the king’s dream.  

 
• There are some who believed that religion in the modern world would come to an end.  

o That people would abandon the idea of a higher power.  
o But as we see today, they were clearly wrong.  
o Religion is alive and well.  
o Many people today are exploring the spiritual world.  
o Tarot cards and astrology.  
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o Meditation and mystical experiences.  
o Yet, what’s sad is that they’re praying to nothing.  
o There’s no one on the other line.  

 
• But you have a God, who not only listens to you.  

o But he hears and answers your prayers.  
o You have a Father who loves to help his children.  
o “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us. And…we know that we have the requests that 
we have asked of him.” 1 John 5:14-15 

o The Lord may not always answer you according to your plans. 
o But he will always answer you, according to his will.  
o And his will is good and perfect.  

 
• I don’t know what you’re facing today.  

o But I know this, he will hear your prayer and he will answer your prayer.  
o Why wouldn’t you pray in confidence to the Lord?  
o “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us…and we have the requests that we have 
asked…” 1 John 5:14-15 

o He will deliver you, through his plan and through his will.  
 

6. A Gracious Deliverer   
 

• After receiving the vision, Daniel goes and tells the king the dream and the 
interpretation.  

o And the king’s heart is put at ease.  
o In fact, the king gives glory to God, because he finds out that he won’t be 

destroyed.  
o Daniel makes it clear that Babylon is the golden head, and it’ll be after the king’s 

reign, that the next kingdom comes represented by the silver chest, followed by 
a bronze kingdom, then an iron kingdom mixed with clay.  

o That’s why Daniel says, “A great God has made known to the king what shall be 
after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” Daniel 2:45 

o He reassures the king, that his kingdom is safe, this is certain.  
o And not only are Daniel and his friends saved, but so are the other wisemen. 

 
• Do you see the contrast between Lord and King Nebuchadnezzar? 

o Nebuchadnezzar was powerless to save his people.  
o He was furious and angry.  
o But the Lord has shown mercy and compassion.  
o He delivered not only Daniel, but the wisemen, and he showed King 

Nebuchadnezzar, the one who captured his people, that he wouldn’t be 
destroyed.  
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o Nebuchadnezzar gave the order to, “kill these wisemen, for they have no idea 
what they’re doing.”  

o But Jesus said, “Father forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.” 
Luke 23:34 

o Here we see, a gracious deliverer.   
 

• Let me leave you with three ways for you to apply this story.  
 
Point 1:  
 

• First, you have the power to influence this world.  
o The Lord used Daniel to influence the Babylonian Empire.  
o He introduced God to this king.  
o And he was able to show the power of God to these wisemen.  
o Not only that, but afterward, the king made Daniel ruler over the whole province 

of Babylon.  
o And just as the Lord used Daniel, just as the Lord put Daniel in a unique position 

of influence, the Lord can use you in the same way.  
o Putting you in a position to influence this world for good.  
o So that you can invite and pray for and help those around you.   

 
• In Jeremiah 28, a prophet by the name of Hananiah, who lived during the time of Daniel, 

told God’s people to not live in the city of Babylon.  
o He said to them, “They might have captured you, but don’t live in the city, don’t 

engage with the people, don’t have anything to do with the people of 
Babylon.” Jeremiah 28:1-17 

o And he prophesized that God would destroy Babylon and bring back the people 
in two years.  

o And in response, do you know what Jeremiah writes back? 
o After hearing Hananiah, Jeremiah wrote a letter from Judah to Daniel and all 

those in who were living in Babylon.  
o Listen to what he says, “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says 

to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and 
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons 
and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, 
so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do 
not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will 
prosper.” Jeremiah 29:4-9 
 

• Do you see what God is saying to his people?  
o The reason he gave his people over to Babylon was so that they might influence 

the world, not refrain from the world.  
o Now, we have to resist sin, and keep ourselves from the patterns of the world.  
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o We’re not to be part of the world, but we are called to be in the world.  
o And that’s exactly what Daniel did.  
o He learned the literature and wisdom of the Babylonians, not to follow it, but to 

understand it.  
o And he didn’t judge or condemn or hurl curses at his captors.  
o Rather, he spoke to them with respect and honor and prudence.  
o And he was able to win the hearts of his captors.  
o Daniel sought the prosperity of others, and he was able to save others.  
o And just as God placed Daniel in Babylon, the Lord has placed us in this world, to 

influence this world, to share his gospel, to be salt and light.  
o You have power to influence the world.  

 
Point 2:  
 

• Second, you can rest in confidence in God’s plan for you.  
o After telling them to live in the city and to engage the city.  
o In his letter, Jeremiah also tells them that God is going to bring them back in 70 

years.  
o This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 

will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. For 
I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me 
and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares 
the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the 
nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”  Jeremiah 
29:10-14 
 

• I’m sure you’ve heard these verses many times before.  
o Well, now you know the exact context of these verses.  
o This was written for the exiles in Babylon, it was for Daniel.  
o And I can’t help but think how Daniel would’ve found confidence and hope in 

these words.  
o “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you.” Jeremiah 29:11 
o You can have confidence because all things are working according to God’s 

plans.  
o Things may not have worked out the way you planned.  
o A job that didn’t work out, a relationship that didn’t last, but whatever position 

you’re in, it’s where the Lord wants you to be.  
o And when you pray to him, and trust in him, as he led Daniel, he’ll also lead you.  

 
Point 3:  
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• Third, you can find salvation by trusting in Christ the solid rock.  

o In verse 34, we’re told that a stone or a rock came and destroyed the statue.  
o That stone is Jesus Christ. 
o In the New Testament, Jesus is the stone of offense, he’s the living stone, the 

stone that was rejected, but precious to God.  
o He was rejected because he didn’t look like gold or silver or bronze or even like 

iron. 
o But all these kingdoms on earth will pass away, but only his will remain and his 

people will remain.  
o Because he’s the rock, who came to save this world.  
o He’s the king who became flesh, to dwell with his people. 

 
• And he can protect, he can save, he can control the future.  

o Because he’s the king, who went to the cross and gave himself.  
o He’s the superhero who never fails.  
o He’s the King who loves with an everlasting love.  
o And his Kingdom will never come to an end.  
o So, you can trust in him, and if you do, you will be saved.  

 
• My hope is build on nothing less 
• Than Jesus Christ my righteousness 
• I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
• But wholly lean on Jesus name 
• On Chris the solid Rock I stand 
• All other ground is sinking sand 
• All other ground is sinking sand 


