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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Titus, Chapter 3. Today we are concluding our 5-week 
journey through this letter from Paul to his co-laborer in ministry, Titus. Before we get into our 
text today, I want to take you back to the middle of the 4th century and introduce you to three 
remarkable siblings.1 Their names are Basil, Gregory, and Macrina. They were wealthy, highly 
educated, Roman citizens. They had immense privilege. But instead of pursuing lives of selfish 
gain, they each chose a life dedicated to serving the most vulnerable members of society. And 
their service was so radical, and so counter-cultural, that it captivated the attention of the world.  
 
Basil dedicated himself to serving the sick. In 369 AD he began a massive building project that 
later became known as The Basileias. The Basileias was a collection of facilities built for the 
sick and the needy to give them shelter and provide them with medical aid. It was one of the 
world’s first hospitals. And no one was turned away. One writer says, “Even lepers, whose 
deformities… rendered them objects of particular revulsion [in Basil’s day], might be welcomed 
by [Basil himself] with a kiss, and given both refuge and care.”2 
 
Gregory, Basil’s brother, focused his efforts on serving slaves. Slavery was widespread in the 
Roman empire. Owning people as property was commonplace and acceptable to the masses.  
But Gregory argued that every human life, without qualification, is worthy of freedom from this 
bondage. He sought to persuade his contemporaries that you cannot put a price on a human 
soul, that no man should own another, and that the institution of slavery must therefore end.  
His proposal for abolition was met with little support. His pleas fell on deaf ears and he was 
ridiculed for his view. But he is remembered today for his wisdom and his just position. 
 
Then there was Basil and Gregory’s older sister, Macrina. When famine struck the region of 
Cappadocia where Macrina lived, she began to make rounds of the local dumps, gathering up 
the infants who had been abandoned there. Across the Roman empire, it was common practice 
to treat unwanted babies like trash, something to be tossed aside, left to die, or picked up as 
further supply for the slave force. This was not only common practice; in some cases, it was a 
celebrated practice. Cities like Sparta considered this good for society and elites like Aristotle 
gave their full support. But Macrina gathered as many of these helpless babies as she could, 
took them home, and raised them as her own. 
 
Basil, Gregory, and Macrina were remarkable siblings, giving themselves in service to others, 
and benefiting the world. Now, here’s the key question: What was it that caused these three 
siblings to do so much good, so much counter-cultural, radical, good? Here’s the answer from 
historian Tom Holland. He writes, “The logic that inspired [them] to devote their lives to the poor 
derived from the very fundamentals of their faith.”3 Basil, Gregory, and Macrina were Christians.  
 
And Holland writes, that as followers of Jesus they had come to believe that “Dignity, which no 
philosopher had ever taught might be possessed by the stinking, toiling masses, was for all. 
There was no human existence so wretched, none so despised or vulnerable, that it did not 
bear witness to the image of God. Divine love for the outcast…demanded that mortals love 
them too.”4  
 

 
1 The content of this introduction comes from Tom Holland’s book Dominion (2019, Hachette Book 
Group), Chapter 5: Charity. 
2 Holland, Dominion, 142. 
3 Holland, Dominion, 141 
4 Holland, Dominion, 141 
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It was their faith in Christ that led Basil, Gregory, and Macrina to do good works that benefited 
the world. And as believers in Christ, we are all called to look at the world around us and 
consider what good we might do as well. That’s the emphasis of Titus, Chapter 3. In the book of 
Titus, we have seen that there is more to say about good works than what good works cannot 
do.  
 
We know that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by any good 
works or effort on our part. And yet, as followers of Jesus, we also know that we are called to 
believe everything he says and obey everything he commands. And he has good works for us to 
do in the church, in our homes, in our workplaces, and throughout our world. He may not have 
anything as dramatic for us to do as constructing hospitals, pursuing the abolition of slavery, or 
gathering infants off the side of the road. Although in our congregation we have doctors and 
nurses who serve the sick. We have attorneys and other professionals who stand for what is 
just and right. We have parents who are fostering and adopting children. We have many 
remarkable people doing many wonderful things! 
 
As a pastor, I get a front-row seat to the wide variety of good works accomplished through this 
congregation. It’s excellent and it’s encouraging. And it’s the way things should be. Because as 
crucial as it is to gather like this each week and glorify God by praising him in corporate worship,  
it’s also part of our calling to scatter each week and glorify God by doing good in this world. The 
particulars will look different for each of us, but we are all called to live with a certain posture, a 
certain attitude, and a certain eager willingness to engage in good works that benefit the world. 
 
And that’s what I want you to see in this final message of our series. The final chapter of Titus 
shows us how God calls us to live in this world with honorable character, humble hearts, and 
intentional care. Let’s take each of those descriptions and consider what they mean for us. 
 
First, as believers in Jesus, we are called to live in this world with…  
 
1. Honorable Character 
 
That’s the best way I can think to sum up the way Paul describes faithful Christian living in 
verses 1-2. He wants Titus to remind the believers in Crete to be good citizens, demonstrating 
honorable character in the way they interact with the governing authorities. We see that in verse 
1, which says, Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 
ready for every good work. So, should we find an antiauthoritarian impulse welling up in us, 
should we feel tempted to break the law or defy a local ordinance, we should pause. And we 
should remember, that even if some of our rulers aren’t very good (and many of the Roman 
rulers certainly weren’t!) they have a God-given authority that God calls his people to honor. 
 
Listen to Romans 13:1-2. It says, Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. That’s pretty straightforward. Now, there is an important exception to the 
rule. If the governing authorities demand anything of us that contradicts what God demands of 
us, we cannot comply. So, in Acts 5, when the authorities tell the apostles to stop telling people 
about Jesus, they answer respectfully but clearly, saying, “We must obey God rather than men.” 
 
The Lord is our ultimate authority. But under his authority, insofar as we are able, we are called 
to respect the lesser authorities. We are called to pursue honorable character. So, we seek to 
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be good citizens. And we also strive to be good neighbors. Look at verse 2. God calls us, to 
speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 
people. You know, it’s great to celebrate people who do remarkable things for the good of this 
world -- people like Basil, Gregory, and Macrina. People whose outstanding works leave their 
mark on history. But it strikes me that in our day, it doesn’t even take outstanding works to stand 
out! Think about how distinct, how unusual, it is to find a person who speaks evil of no one, who 
avoids quarreling, who is gentle and courteous toward all people. 
 
Think about what we see on the news, what we read on social media, and what we experience 
day after day. We are living in a cultural moment where speaking evil of your enemies gets 
applause. Where quarreling is common practice and gentleness is considered weakness. 
Where the thought of showing perfect courtesy toward all people sounds cute and quaint but 
irrelevant if not impossible. And in a slanderous, contentious, harsh, rude world, a people 
striving to live out Titus 3:2 will stand out. And this may not cause people to celebrate us.  
 
But it may cause people to be curious about us. They may ask us, “Why are you different?” 
And we could tell them, “Well, I am who I am by the grace of God. He did something for me that 
has changed my life. And he can do the same thing for you.” That’s an honest answer and a 
humble answer. Which leads into our next point.  
 
As believers, God calls us to live in this world with honorable character and… 
 
2. Humble Hearts 
 
A person with an arrogant heart will look out on the world with condescension and contempt. A 
person with a humble heart will look out on the world with compassion and concern. And this 
kind of person will do much good in the world. So, where does a humble heart come from? As 
believers, how can we resist pride and pursue genuine humility? Well, we need to know who we 
once were, and we need to know what God has done. It’s hard to be humble if you think you’re 
better than everyone else. And if you’ve been a Christian for some time, and your life is distinct 
from others in the ways we’ve just considered, it may be tempting for you to look down on 
others. 
 
But listen to verse 3. Paul, referring to all Christians, says this: For we ourselves were once 
foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in 
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. Brothers and sisters, we need to take 
this in. This is not a flattering picture. But this is who we ourselves once were. We were foolish 
and disobedient. Or, as Eugene Peterson puts it, “We were stupid and stubborn.” We didn’t 
know the truth about God and the things we did know we disregarded. We were rebels, resisting 
his will, running headfirst into all kinds of sin. We were led astray, lost, like sheep who wandered 
away from the shepherd. We were slaves. 
 
We wanted to believe we were in control of our lives, but honestly, deep in our hearts, we knew 
that we were captive to impulses and forces far more powerful than us. Which is why we so 
often wondered, with a sense of shame and regret, “Why in the world did I do that?” And so, we 
were passing our days. Or, more accurately, wasting our lives with stained consciences and 
strained relationships. We were a mess. Now, some of us hear that and we say, “Yup. That was 
me!” Others aren’t so sure.  
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Perhaps you’ve been a Christian as long as you can remember. And you know you’re not 
perfect, but verse 3 sounds like a bit of an overstatement. It’s very important that we allow the 
Bible to tell us the truth about ourselves. And the truth is, even if God saved you when you were 
4 years old, this is who you were. An acorn that falls in the ground and sprouts up as a little 
sapling may not look like a giant oak tree. But let time run its course and that’s precisely what it 
will be. And a little child may not look like a great sinner, but let time run its course, and you’ll 
find everything you see in verse 3.  
 
Friends, none of us know what we might have become if Jesus had not stepped into our lives. 
So, if he stepped in when you were young, let the Bible’s depiction of what you might have 
become fill you with gratitude. He spared you. And no matter when he intervened in your life, let 
his grace fill you with gratitude. He saved you. Look at verses 4-5. Because of who we were, 
God had every right to destroy us. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, he saved us…  
 
We have a good, loving, kind God. He appeared in this world in the person of Jesus Christ to 
save us from all the mess of our sin. And on what basis did he do this? Look at the rest of verse 
5: He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy. We have been saved because God has been merciful to us. So, once again, in our 
series on good works, let’s be clear: We are not saved by our good works. We are saved by 
God’s good works. And what has he done for us? Verses 5-6 say, He saved us… by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
He sees all the filth of our sin and he forgives it all. He makes us clean, washing us whiter than 
snow. And he takes our rock-hard, rebellious hearts, and regenerates them. To regenerate is to 
re-create. And when God saves us, he gives us re-created hearts, hearts that truly know him, 
genuinely love him, and seek to honor him. And throughout our lives he renews our hearts, by 
the transforming power of his Holy Spirit, whom Jesus Christ pours out in full strength upon all 
who trust him! All of this is God’s merciful work! 
 
Imagine an old, rusted out, beat up car sitting in a junkyard. It’s useless. But then someone buys 
it, cleans it up, puts a new engine inside, and begins to transform it with new parts, new paint, 
and new upholstery. That’s washing, regeneration, and renewal. That’s what God has done and 
is doing for all his people. And all of that is his mercy. And what’s his end goal in this process?  
Listen to verse 7: He saved us… so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. God justifies his people. This is a legal term, and it means 
that God declares his people righteous.  
 
When the gavel comes down in God’s court, his people are declared right in his sight, 
completely pardoned of all wrong, and totally released from all punishment. That is not the 
verdict we deserve. But it is the verdict we receive because Jesus died to pay the entirety of our 
penalty. So, by his grace, we are justified. But even this is not God’s final goal. Listen to verse 7 
one more time: He saved us… so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.  
 
God does not only make us righteous in his court, he welcomes us into his home. He brings us 
into his family. He makes us his children with all the rights and privileges that come with having 
God as your Father including a share in the family inheritance. We are heirs of his Kingdom. We 
are destined to live forever with him. This is our eternal hope.  
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And all of this: The washing, the regenerating, the renewing, the justifying, and the adopting. All 
of this is his mercy to us. We did not earn it. We cannot earn it. We can only receive it by faith 
as a gift of his grace. If you’re not yet a Christian, if you’re still living in verse 3, look at all that 
God can do for you! See it and believe it. There is no one else like this. There is no one so 
good, so loving, so kind. There is no other God. There is no other Savior. Confess your need of 
his mercy today! He will save you. 
 
And church brothers and sisters, knowing who we were and knowing what God has done, how 
could we ever look out on this world with anything other than humble hearts? We have no 
reason for arrogance. We have no room for pride. We have nothing to boast in apart from his 
mercy. The more we realize this, the more merciful we will be toward others, and the more 
prepared we will be to serve others. Which brings us to our last point. As God’s people, God 
calls us to live in this world with honorable character, humble hearts, and intentional care. 
 
3. Intentional Care 
 
Look at verse 8: Paul tells Titus, The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these 
things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good 
works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. Here we come to the very heart of 
the message that we have seen throughout the book of Titus. God has done great things for his 
people. He has poured out the riches of his grace in Jesus Christ. And Titus needs to insist on 
these things, speak confidently about these things, and proclaim these things to all the churches 
on Crete. The church needs to hear persistent, persuasive, gospel preaching! That was true in 
Crete, that is true in Arlington Heights, that is true everywhere all the time! 
 
We need to hear the good news about Jesus so that we might believe in God. And we need to 
hear the good news about Jesus so that we might serve God, that we might be careful to devote 
ourselves to good works for his glory. In Christianity, good theology and good works go 
together. And notice that verse 8 says as Christians, as those who believe in God, we are to be 
careful to devote ourselves to good works. The verb “be careful” means to be thoughtful, to be 
intentional. We don’t drift into doing good works.  
 
Basil didn’t randomly construct a hospital. Gregory didn’t accidentally try to abolish slavery. 
Macrina was not surprised to suddenly find infants in her home. They looked at all that God had 
done for them in Christ, then they looked out on a world full of need, and they determined the 
ways in which they were best equipped to help. They were intentional, they were thoughtful, and 
they were careful to devote themselves to good works. And we can do the very same thing. We 
can look at all that God has done for us, and then look at what we might do for others, and then 
devote ourselves to it.  
 
Now, when we look out at the world, sometimes the vast amount of need we see can 
overwhelm us. There’s so much we could do! How do you decide where to invest your time, 
your resources, your effort? There’s lots of good ways to answer that question. It would be a 
great conversation to have in your Life Groups this week. You might ask each other, “What is 
one good thing you feel God is calling you to do in order to benefit this world?” And as you think 
about that question, and discuss that question, consider also what we read in verse 14. There, 
Paul says, And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of 
urgent need, and not be unfruitful. 
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Is there a case of urgent need in front of you? Does someone in our church, in your family, in 
your neighborhood, in your office or in your school have an urgent need? Are you able to help?  
Is there some kindness, some gift, some service you can provide that will benefit that person or 
that family? Then start there! There’s a world of need around us. And there are many things we 
might do. But let’s be sure to help cases of urgent need right in front of us. Let’s be a people, 
who honor God and benefit this world through intentional care. 
 
Conclusion 
 
God is our Savior. We are his servants. And we will serve him well in this world as we pursue 
honorable character, the kind of character that is distinct from so much of what we see in the 
world around us. But this distinction must never lead us to arrogance. We resist looking out on 
this world with condescension and contempt. Instead, we look with compassion and concern. 
We look with humble hearts, hearts overflowing with gratitude for his mercy, leading us to 
intentionally care for others. 
 
This is the Christian life. It’s a life dependent upon God’s grace and it’s a life devoted to good 
works. 


