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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Titus, Chapter 2. This morning we are on week 4 of our 
5-week journey through this book together. And I’ve titled this series “Good Works” because the 
book of Titus has many good things to say about the purpose of good works in the Christian life.  
We know that we are not saved by our good works. We are saved by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone. But there is more to say about good works than what good works cannot 
do. And in Titus we have seen that as servants of God, we are called to believe all that he says, 
and obey all that he commands. 
 
In the church, God calls us to serve one another, with Christ-like character and firm biblical 
convictions. In every stage of life in our homes and in our workplaces, God calls us to pursue 
spiritual health, holiness, love, focus, and faithfulness. And in Titus 2:10, we read that this kind 
of living adorns the doctrine of God our Savior. Good works make good theology look good. 
 
Now, here’s a crucial question: Where do you find the power to pursue a life of good works?  
None of this is easy. All of it takes effort. Where will you find the strength? If your answer is, 
“Well, I suppose I’ll have to find the strength within myself. It’s entirely up to me to exert all the 
effort I can to pursue a good life.” If that’s the path you take, it won’t be long before you’re either 
full of pride (boasting in the progress you make) or full of despair (beat down by your failures). 
The truth is, we cannot do this on our own, we need help. And our passage tells us where our 
help comes from. 
 
Look at verse 11. It says, the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people… 
Now this is something we would expect Paul to say. This is Christianity 101. We have a 
gracious God. And God poured out his grace by sending his Son Jesus, who appeared in this 
world to bring salvation to every person who would believe in him. God’s grace saves us. But 
notice what Paul says next at the beginning of verse 12. Perhaps this is not something we 
would expect. He says, the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
training us… God’s grace saves us and God’s grace trains us. 
 
Trains us for what? To renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives. This is where we find the help to pursue a life full of good works. This is 
where we find the strength we need. In the grace of God. In his grace, God rescues us from sin. 
He saves us. And in his grace, God guides us toward holiness. He trains us. You can think of 
God’s gracious work like the work of a surgeon and like the work of a physical therapist.  
 
A surgeon works without you. While you are unconscious, unable to do anything, he saves your 
life. And while we were dead in sin, spiritually unconscious, unable to do anything, God saved 
our lives. He forgave our sins, he justified us, he made us right with him. And this was entirely 
his work. A physical therapist, on the other hand, works with you. He comes alongside of you. 
He trains you. He helps you gain strength. And God comes alongside each of his people, 
training us, and strengthening us for a life of good works. He fills us with the transforming power 
of his Holy Spirit. He sanctifies us. He helps us walk in a way that honors him. God’s grace 
saves us and God’s grace trains us. 
 
And in our passage today, we see that he trains us to live for his glory, while anticipating his 
appearing, and remembering his work. Let’s take each of those phrases one at a time. First, I 
want you to see that God graciously trains us to live for his glory. 
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1. Live for the glory of God 
 
Let’s look more closely at verse 12. It says, the grace of God has appeared… training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives 
in the present age… Notice that there is a negative and a positive aspect to this verse. In his 
grace, God trains us to renounce certain behaviors and to embrace others. Let’s stay with the 
analogy of physical therapy for a moment. This past winter, I hurt my shoulder. I was attempting 
to do one of those at home workout plans with the video instructors. And I thought that I should 
be able to do the exact same exercises, with the exact same weights, as the professional 25-
year-old fitness instructor on my TV. Well, that landed me in several weeks of physical therapy. 
 
And right out of the gate in our training sessions, my PT started telling me there were certain 
things I needed to stop doing, and certain things I needed to start. He told me, “Stop moving 
your arm like that and start moving it like this. Stop that routine and start this one.” And as God 
trains us, he shows us there are certain things we need to stop, and certain things we need to 
start.  
 
Verse 12 says he trains us to renounce ungodliness. The word “ungodliness” refers to, “A lack 
of reverence for [God] and hallowed institutions as displayed in sacrilegious words and deeds.”  
So, as Christians, as servants of God, we renounce this. We actively resist any temptation to 
speak flippantly or falsely about God, to demean his church, to harm his people, or to live in any 
way, in word or deed that dishonors him. Which means we also resist worldly passions. The 
word passion can also be translated as “desire, longing, cravings, and lusts.” In this world we all 
face temptation from sinful desires, selfish longings, corrupt cravings, and immoral lusts. But we 
renounce this, we push back, and we pursue something entirely different. 
 
Instead, we seek to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. We strive for 
self-control. We assess ourselves honestly, noting anything that is leading our hearts astray, 
any bad habits, any besetting sins. We confess our struggles and shortcomings to the Lord, and 
we submit ourselves to him, asking him to rule and reign over every area of our lives. We ask 
for this so that we might be upright, full of integrity, marked by consistent character that 
increasingly reflects our Savior. We seek to look like him, to live for him, to be godly. This is 
what we were made for.  
 
When God created the very first man and woman he said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness.” As human beings we are created to demonstrate the likeness of our Creator. We 
are made to be little mirrors, reflecting his glory in all the earth. So, when we find smudges and 
dirt on the glass, we seek to wipe it off, so that we might reflect his glory more clearly. And we 
seek to do this now in this present age. In this world full of darkness we long to shine with more 
of the light of the glory of our God. 
 
Brothers and sisters, this is our calling: to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions and to 
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. But we cannot do this on our 
own. We need God’s grace. We need his gracious pardon to forgive our sins when we inevitably 
miss the mark. And we need his gracious presence, his Holy Spirit, to enable and empower us 
for godly living. After all, godly qualities like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control… These qualities are not the fruit of our independent 
efforts, they are the fruit of the Spirit. Apart from God’s grace, we cannot live for God’s glory. But 
by God’s grace, we can! And we must put effort into this pursuit. 
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When you’re in physical therapy, if you won’t make any effort, you won’t make any progress. If 
your trainer is trying to teach you to walk after an injury, she can tell you what you must do, she 
can give you support, but you must stand up and move. And the same is true in the Christian 
life. God tells us what it looks like to walk in his ways. He gives us all the support we need, but 
we must stand up and move. That’s why verse 12 says God trains us to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives. That’s why Hebrews 12 commands us to strive for holiness. That’s why 
Philippians 2 urges us to work out our salvation.  
 
If we want to live for the glory of God, it will take training, striving, and working. But we must also 
remember that all our effort is entirely enabled by God’s grace. We could not do this without 
him, so all the glory goes to him. Listen to the way Paul describes this dynamic in his own life. In 
1 Corinthians 15:10 he says, By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. If we want to live for God’s glory, we’ve got to work hard by God’s grace.  
 
Now, what will motivate us for this hard work? Well, our passage answers that question. Next, 
Paul tells us that. We will find ourselves motivated to live for the glory of God as we… 
 
2. Anticipate the appearing of God 
 
Look at verse 13. We are to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and we are to seek to 
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age. While we are… waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ… Verse 13 is 
motivation for verse 12. Waiting for the appearing of God motivates us to live for the glory of 
God. How so? Well let’s start with the end of the verse and work our way back toward the 
beginning. Verse 13 refers to the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This is one of the clearest statements about Jesus’s divinity in the entire Bible. Jesus is 
not simply a good teacher, or a good man, he is our great God and Savior! And he has already 
appeared in this world once, living and dying and rising again, then ascending into heaven. 
From where he will return.  
 
One day, Jesus will appear again, and his appearing will be glorious. This time, he will not come 
in the weakness of infancy, born into the obscurity of Bethlehem, quietly arriving for only a few 
to see. This time, he will come in the full power of his divinity, breaking through the heavens on 
the clouds, and every eye will gaze upon his glory. And as his people his appearing is our 
blessed hope! His appearing will bring the end of all evil. Listen to 2 Thessalonians 2:8. It says, 
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his 
mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. There will not be a long final 
battle between Jesus and his enemies. Just the breath of his mouth, just the appearance of his 
coming, will destroy evil forever and ever. 
 
And his appearing will bring great reward to all his people. Listen to 2 Timothy 4:8. In that verse 
Paul says, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing. All who love his appearing, all who long for his appearing, will receive their reward 
at his appearing. On that day, all that work you put into the pursuit of a godly life, all the seeking, 
all the struggling, all the striving… It will all be worth it! Jesus will reward you. 
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He will put a crown on your head as he tells you, “Well done!” And the more we can anticipate 
that day, the more we can keep that end goal in mind, the more motivated we will be to live for 
his glory now. That’s what it means to wait for him. When verse 13 talks about waiting for our 
blessed hope, it’s not talking about waiting as a passive activity. This isn’t like waiting for your 
flight to board at the airport, or waiting in line at the DMV, or waiting in the waiting room at the 
doctor. What do we do when we’re waiting like that? We do whatever we can to pass the time! 
We read, we scroll, we sit and do nothing. But that is not the way to wait for Jesus. 
 
In Luke 12:35-36 Jesus tells us the way in which we are to wait for him. He says this, Stay 
dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for their 
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once 
when he comes and knocks. Remember, we are servants of God. So, what do we do while we 
wait for the appearing of God? We spend our days like servants preparing for the return of their 
master. We stay dressed. We put on the good garments of holiness and godly character. We 
keep the lights on. We hold out the good news of Jesus in the darkness of this world. We get 
the house ready. We invest in each other, building up the church, helping one another prepare 
for the return of our king. 
 
So, when he comes knocking, we are eager and ready to open the door and let him in. To tell 
him, “We have been waiting for you! We’re so glad you’re here!” That’s the kind of waiting we do 
as followers of Jesus. We know that he is coming soon. And the thought of his appearing fills us 
with wonder and hope. So, we eagerly anticipate his return by actively preparing ourselves and 
one another to see our great God and Savior face to face. The more that kind of vision can fill 
your mind and your heart, the more you can anticipate the appearing of Jesus, the more 
motivated you will be to live for his glory.  
 
Anticipate the appearing of God. And… 
 
3. Remember the work of God  
 
Take a look at verse 14. This verse reminds us that Jesus Christ is the one who gave himself for 
us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 
who are zealous for good works. So, if someone asks you, “Who is Jesus?” You can point them 
to Titus 2:13 and say, “He is our great God and Savior.” And, if someone asks you, “Why did 
Jesus die?” You can point them to Titus 2:14 and say, “He died to redeem us and to purify us.”  
This is his saving work. He redeems. And he purifies. Let’s reflect on each of those words. 
 
First, Jesus gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness. To redeem someone is to 
liberate someone, to rescue someone, to set someone free. And this verse tells us that we all 
need liberation, rescue, and freedom from lawlessness. Lawlessness is another word for sin. 
We see this in 1 John 3:4 which simply says, sin is lawlessness. When we sin, we are not just 
slipping up and making a mistake. When we sin, we are breaking the law of God. And we all do 
this because we are all sinners from birth, it’s in our very nature.  
 
As fallen human beings, we are born into this world with a natural propensity to break God’s law 
and it doesn’t take long for that to come to fruition. Just hang out with a two-year-old! We are 
enslaved to lawlessness from the moment we come into this world. And we need liberation, we 
need rescue, we need freedom. Which is why Jesus came to die. Jesus gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness! On the cross, he paid the penalty for all our law-breaking, 
liberating us from all condemnation. And in his resurrection, he rescued us from the power of sin  
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that ruled over us. He set us free from our bondage that we might live for him. If you are a 
believer in Jesus, you have been redeemed! The penalty is paid. The power is defeated. And 
now your Savior calls you to act accordingly, to live like someone who is free from sin, to live 
like someone who belongs to Jesus. You will not do this perfectly, not in this life, but you can do 
this passionately! 
 
Look at the rest of verse 14. He gave himself to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 
for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Jesus died to 
redeem us, and Jesus died to purify us. Or, as Matthew Henry puts it, “Jesus died to make us 
happy and to make us holy.” Happy because he forgives our sin, frees us from sin, and 
promises life forever with him. Holy because he takes hold of us, transforms us, and trains us to 
walk with him. Notice all of Jesus’s initiative in this verse. He gave himself to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession. Jesus laid down his life to clean up our impurity and to make us 
his own. 
 
You can imagine the gap between a holy God and sinful humanity like the thousands of feet 
between the base and the summit of a mountain. And here’s the massive mistake that far too 
many people make: they think that they must begin to climb that mountain, pursuing a moral life, 
so that they can perhaps reach the summit and attain favor with God. That is salvation by 
works. It is exhausting. And it is impossible. But the message of Christianity is the exact 
opposite. The message of Christianity is that God descends the mountain, lays down his perfect 
life, and gives us his favor as a gift of his grace. And yet, that’s not the end of the story. 
 
Having descended to the base of the mountain, he then begins to lead us up toward the summit.  
Having cleansed us, he begins to change us. He fills us with strength, with energy, with zeal to 
pursue a life full of good works. So, if you are zealous for good works, rejoice! That is Christ’s 
work in you. And, if you are lacking zeal, remember! Jesus’s intention is not only to take away 
your sin, but to transform your life. 
 
Perhaps today you need to ask him for a renewed resolve to follow him as he leads you up the 
mountain. Do you feel weak? In Ephesians 3:16 we read that he is able to strengthen us with 
power through his Spirit in our inner being. Ask him for that! Do you feel like giving up? In 
Colossians 1:29 we read how Paul toiled, struggling with all the energy that Christ powerfully 
worked within him. Ask him for that! Do you feel apathetic? Ask him to make you zealous for 
good works.  
 
Conclusion 
 
In a church like ours, it’s common to hear people say, “We are saved by God’s grace, not by our 
good works.” And that is wonderfully true! But there’s more to say about good works. And 
there’s more to say about God’s grace. God grace absolutely saves us. So, we sing, Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost, but now I’m found. 
Was blind but now I see. We were at the base of the mountain, lost in wretchedness, blinded by 
our sin. But in his grace, God came down and rescued us. 
 
God’s grace absolutely saves us. And God’s grace also trains us. Titus 2:11-14 has shown us 
that in his grace God trains us to live for his glory, while anticipating his appearing, and 
remembering his work. So, we also sing, Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have 
already come. Tis grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home. The 
Christian life is a life of salvation and transformation by the grace of God. 
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Let’s praise him now for his grace, and then let’s go into another week seeking to grow in his 
grace, being zealous for good works. 
 
 
Make these words your personal prayer today: 
 
O great God of highest heaven 
Occupy my lowly heart 
Own it all and reign supreme 
Conquer every rebel power 
Let no vice or sin remain 
That resists Your holy war 
You have loved and purchased me 
Make me Yours forevermore 
 
I was blinded by my sin 
Had no ears to hear Your voice 
Did not know Your love within 
Had no taste for heaven’s joys 
Then Your Spirit gave me life 
Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son 
Gave me endless hope and peace 
 
Help me now to live a life 
That’s dependent on Your grace 
Keep my heart and guard my soul 
From the evils that I face 
You are worthy to be praised 
With my every thought and deed 
O great God of highest heaven 
Glorify Your Name through me 
 
Amen. 


