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Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Titus Chapter 1. This morning we’re starting a new 
series that will take us through the book of Titus over the next five weeks. As you can see on 
the screen behind me, the title of this series is “Good Works.” Let me briefly explain that title and 
give you a preview of where we’re headed in these weeks together. 
 
It occurred to me recently that in a church like ours, the most common thing you will hear about 
good works is what good works cannot do. I can’t tell you how many applications for church 
membership I’ve read that say something like, “I know that I am saved by God’s grace, not by 
my good works.” And I love reading that because it’s correct! We rightly affirm that our good 
works, our best efforts to please God, cannot earn our righteous standing before God. 
 
We believe passages like Ephesians 2:8-9 which says, By grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. We treasure that truth, don’t we? We are so thankful that we do not need to depend 
upon our good works for salvation. Instead, we depend entirely upon the grace of God. 
 
And yet, if the only thing we have to say about good works is what good works cannot do, we’re 
not actually doing a very good job describing good works. That would be a little bit like 
describing your car as a machine that cannot drive on water, or describing your toddler as the 
member of your family who just can’t get a job. In one sense, those descriptions are true and 
important. Your car is not going to make it across Lake Michigan. Your toddler is not old enough 
to work at McDonalds. And yet, while those descriptions are true and important, they are also 
incomplete. 
 
In the same way, if the only thing we can say about good works is that they cannot save us, our 
description of good works, while true and important, is incomplete. And this is where the book of 
Titus can help us.  
 
For example… 

• In Titus 2:7 we read how leaders in the church are called to be models of good works.  

• In Titus 2:14 we read how the entire church should be zealous for good works. 

• In Titus 3:8 we read how believers should be devoted to good works. 
 
The book of Titus has many good things to say about good works. And Lord willing, over the 
next five weeks we’ll consider the ways our good works build up the church and bless the world 
in every area of life. God has good works for us to do here at The Orchard, in our homes, in our 
workplaces, and in our communities.  
 
We’ll see all of this as we walk through Titus. We’ll see many reasons why our good works 
matter. And this morning’s message will set the stage for everything that will follow. We’re going 
to look at Paul’s profound introduction to the book of Titus. And in these opening verses I want 
you to notice something crucial about our identity and our purposes as believers. This will help 
us to put good works in their proper context. 
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Let’s start with… 
 
1. Our Identity 
 
Before we can think well about our purpose as believers we need to think well about our identity 
as believers. To put it another way, before we talk about what God says we should do, we need 
to talk about who God says we are. And we find a key statement about Christian identity in Titus 
1:1. It begins with these words: Paul, a servant of God… 
 
Titus is a personal letter from the Apostle Paul to one of his ministry partners named Titus. And 
Paul begins his letter to Titus by identifying himself and describing himself. And notice that first 
and foremost, he describes himself as a servant of God. Before he says anything about his role 
as an apostle, before he says anything about his role in Titus’s life, Paul wants to make it clear 
that he is God’s servant. That is fundamental to his identity. 
 
And Paul is not the only New Testament letter-writer who describes himself this way. Peter’s 
second letter in the New Testament begins like this: Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ. James’s letter begins like this: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jude’s letter begins like this: Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ. And in each of those 
examples, the word that Paul, Peter, James, and Jude all use can also be translated “slave.” 
 
So, we could read the opening line of each of these letters like this: 

• Paul, a slave of God. 

• Peter, a slave of Jesus. 

• James, a slave of God. 

• Jude, a slave of Jesus. 
 
Now, why would they refer to themselves as slaves of God? And why would they put this word 
first, making it more prominent than any other part of their identity? Certainly, Paul, Peter, 
James, and Jude do not mean to say they are enduring a sort of terrible bondage, like so many 
people tragically endured in the first centuries of our nation’s history and continue to face 
around the world today. Certainly, they do not mean that following Jesus is a life of awful, forced 
servitude, one that given the opportunity, they would love to be free from him.  
 
No, the reason they use this word is because slavery implies ownership. A slave belongs to a 
master. And Paul, Peter, James, and Jude understand that they belong to God. So, they 
declare, “He is our master. He is our owner. We belong to Him.” And they declare this with joy! 
For them, there is nothing more foundational, and there is nothing more wonderful that they can 
say about themselves. And the same is true for us. 
 
At dinner time these days our family is working through the New City Catechism. Catechisms 
are great tools for learning basic Christian truth. Their question-and-answer format makes them 
both clear and memorable. Even our two-year-old can recite bits and pieces! And the New City 
Catechism begins with this question: What is our only hope in life and death? How would you 
answer that? What is your only hope in life and death? Here’s the catechism’s short answer: 
That we are not our own but belong to God. 
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Now, someone will want to ask, “Why? Why is that a hopeful message?” For many people 
today, identifying as a servant (let alone a slave!) sounds stifling, oppressive, and even 
unbearable. We have been told that we should embrace the freedom to create our own identity, 
to determine our own morality, to live our own truth. We’ve been told to toss old-fashioned 
notions about God aside. We’ve been told to press forward on our own. But that’s a massive 
mistake. Because to be without God is to be without hope. Think about it. 
 
Without God, when you feel guilty, you have to try and atone for what you’ve done on your own. 
Without God, when suffering comes, you have to look within for the strength to endure. And 
without God, when death comes, well, what then? To be without God is to be without hope. 
 
But to know that you belong to God, to know that your life is in his hands, that is the greatest 
source of hope imaginable. He makes real atonement for sins, secured at the cost of his own 
blood shed on the cross. He provides real strength for suffering, supplied by the presence of his 
own Holy Spirit. He offers real comfort even in the face of death, promising to bring you through 
that dark valley into the glories of an everlasting life to come. Paul, Peter, James, and Jude 
knew this! God took hold of their lives and made them his own. They were his servants. And 
they rejoiced in the fact that they belonged to him.  
 
Friend, do you know this? Do you know the joy it is to belong to him? Are you proud to call 
yourself his servant? As believers in Jesus, this is our identity. There is nothing more 
foundational. There is nothing more wonderful. So, before we identify ourselves by our family or 
work, our degrees or honors, our interests or hobbies, let’s remember we are servants of God.  
And let’s allow that identity to influence how we live. 
 
Listen to the way John Calvin puts it: “We are God’s: let us therefore live for him. We are God’s: 
let his wisdom and will therefore rule all our actions. We are God’s: let all the parts of our life 
accordingly strive toward him…” 
 
Our identity shapes our purpose. And that’s what I want us to consider next… 
 
2. Our Purpose 
 
Most organizations have a mission statement. Our church has one. Your company likely has 
one. Your family might have one. Well, in the opening to Titus, we’re reading Paul’s mission 
statement. In verses 1-3 Paul says his work as an apostle is all about helping the church grow in 
faith, knowledge, godliness, and hope. And that’s a helpful summary of our purpose as servants 
of God. We are called to grow in faith, knowledge, godliness, and hope. Let’s look at those one 
at a time and see what they mean for us. 
 
First, as servants of God, our purpose is… 
 

A. To grow in faith 
 
Look at verse 1 again: Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the 
sake of the faith of God’s elect. In everything Paul does, he is working for the faith of 
God’s elect, God’s chosen people. He wants to see people come to faith in Jesus. Which 
is why he spends his life traveling the world proclaiming the Good News about Jesus.  
Because he knows that faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ. 
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If someone told Paul, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary, use words,” he 
would have told them, “That doesn’t make any sense.” It’s absolutely necessary to use 
words to proclaim the gospel. People need to hear that Jesus is Lord, that he is the only 
Savior for sinners, and that he offers salvation as a gift of grace to be received by faith. 
 
So, Paul gave himself to the task of proclaiming this Good News, for the sake of the faith 
of God’s elect. But, he did not only want to help God’s people come to faith, he also 
wanted to help them grow in faith. And when he saw that happening, he rejoiced! For 
example, in 2 Thessalonians 1:3 he says to the church, We ought always to give thanks 
to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly. 
 
And church, this is part of our purpose as servants of God: to grow in faith. Now how do 
we do that? Well, I find it helpful to think about faith in God as dependance upon God. 
Faith begins by looking to God in utter dependance, relying upon him for all the things 
we could never provide for ourselves, much like newborn babies look to their parents. 
 
We have photos of our son John in the first hour after his delivery. In one he’s in 
Kristen’s arms, looking right at her face. In another he’s in my arms, looking right at 
mine. That’s a beautiful picture of how faith begins. We look to God in total dependance, 
recognizing our helplessness and resting in his strength. That’s how faith begins. That’s 
also how faith grows. Because unlike my kids, who will grow and learn to depend upon 
me less, as God’s servants we grow by learning to depend upon him more.  
 
And that will happen as we get to know him more, which is why our purpose is also… 
 
B. To grow in knowledge 
 
Verse 1 again: Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the 
faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth. This is Paul’s mission statement.  
In all he does, he is working for the faith of God’s people and for their knowledge of the 
truth. Christianity is a religion of the truth. We believe that God is the source of all truth, 
so much so that when he walked on this earth in human flesh he could say, “I am the 
truth.” 
 
We also believe that God has communicated the truth to us in a way that we are able to 
comprehend and trust. We even believe that God has revealed the truth to us in a way 
that we are able to preserve, pass along from generation to generation, and distribute 
around the world. We believe that God wrote the truth in a book. We share Paul’s 
conviction in 2 Timothy 3:16 that All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. 
 
We say amen to Jesus’s prayer in John 17:17 when he asks the Father, Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. We agree with the theologian John Frame who writes, “God 
speaks personal words to his people, words of highest authority, words that we need for 
our eternal salvation and our life here on earth. And… those words take written form, for 
God intends to rule his church by means of a Book.”1 
 

 
1 John M. Frame, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Christian Belief (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R 
Publishing, 2013), 604. 
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So, it is in this Book where we find the truth, it is in our engagement with this Book that 
we grow in our knowledge of the truth, and that is why we are so committed to this Book 
here at The Orchard. But we need to be clear: the purpose of our engagement with the 
Bible is not simply to grow in our knowledge about God, but to grow in our knowledge of 
God, to know him personally. We do not approach the Bible like an encyclopedia 
(remember those?), simply looking for information on the topic of God. 
 
We approach the Bible like a letter, like personal communication from God to us, looking 
to learn about him and receive encouragement and instruction from him. Friends, God’s 
Word is full of encouragement. Nothing will fill you with more joy, more strength, and 
more hope than to know that he loves you and has made peace with you in Jesus Christ.  
And that is what he tells you in his Word. His Word is also full of instruction. His Word is 
not only full of truth to enlighten our minds, but also, truth to direct our steps. As Psalm 
119:105 says, Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
 
So, this is our purpose as well: to follow where he leads. To grow in faith. To grow in 
knowledge. And… 
 
C. To grow in godliness 
 
Look at verse 1 one more time… And by the way, we are going to finish Titus in 5 
weeks! We won’t always take this long on a single verse! But let’s look at this again, and 
I want you to see the very important final statement in this verse. It says, Paul, a servant 
of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their 
knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness. 
 
Paul wants to see God’s people come to faith and grow in faith. He wants to help God’s 
people grow in knowledge of the truth. And he wants be clear that knowing truth cannot 
be separated from godly living. “Knowledge of the truth,” he says, “accords with 
godliness.” What does that mean? Well in the simplest sense, saying that truth “accords” 
with godliness means they go well together. They are a good match. Peanut butter and 
jelly go well together on a sandwich. Marshmallows and chocolate go well together on a 
graham cracker. Good theology and good works go well together in the Christian life. 
 
But it’s not just that they make a nice pair, they are a necessary pair. God has designed 
them to grow together. Some English translations of this verse put it this way: They say, 
“Knowledge of the truth… leads to godliness.” And that is certainly correct. If you truly 
know God, that knowledge will work itself out in all kinds of ways in your life. 
 
For example, the more you truly know that God is a righteous judge, that nothing 
escapes his notice, not your actions, your thoughts, or even your desires, the more you’ll 
live with an appropriate reverence and fear of the Lord. And the more you truly know that 
God is a merciful savior, that despite your sin he has poured out the riches of his grace 
toward you in Christ, the more you’ll live with an abounding joy and love for the Lord. 
The more you truly know God, the closer you will walk with him. But it works the other 
way as well. The more you walk with God, the more you will truly know him.  
 
Jesus makes this clear in John Chapter 7. He’s in the temple during one of Israel’s major 
feasts teaching the truth, and some have believed his teaching, but others have rejected 
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his teaching. The question is, what made the difference? Well, in John 7:17 Jesus says 
this: If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether [my] teaching is from God. 
 
Do you hear what he’s saying? If your will is to do God’s will, if you are pursuing a godly 
life, you will know that my teaching is true! So, knowledge of the truth… accords with 
godliness. The more you truly know God, the closer you will walk with him. And the 
closer you walk with him, the more you will truly know him.  
 
Let me give you an example of this principle from the life of Peter. Peter knew God. He 
grew up learning about God from the Scriptures, and as a disciple of Jesus, he got to 
know God in the flesh. But we’re never done learning, and in Acts 10, God taught Peter 
something new. God called Peter, a Jew, to go to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile. As 
far as Peter was concerned, this was culturally unacceptable and religiously unlawful. 
 
But God commanded. So, Peter obeyed. And because he obeyed, the Gentiles learned 
about God’s grace. And Peter learned more about God’s grace himself. In Acts 10:34-
35, after meeting Cornelius, Peter declares, Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 
 
Peter obeyed God and he learned about God. He understood more about God’s plan for 
the nations. His knowledge of the truth increased. Friends, do you want to learn more 
about God? Walk in obedience to God. Make it your will to do God’s will, and you will 
grow in your knowledge of the truth. Knowledge of the truth… accords with godliness. 
The more you truly know God, the closer you will walk with him. And the closer you walk 
with him, the more you will truly know him. 
 
This is our purpose as God’s servants: to grow in faith, to grow in knowledge, to grow in 
godliness, and finally… 
 
D. To grow in hope 
 
Listen to verse 2-3 Paul says all his ministry is carried out In hope of eternal life, which 
God, who never lies, promised before the ages began and at the proper time manifested 
in his Word through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of 
God our Savior.  
 
Why should you put your faith in God? Why should you want to know Him? Why should 
you want to obey Him? Because he promises eternal life. We all know our life in this 
world will come to an end. We feel our fragility and the awful reality that our lives can be 
taken in a moment, that even 70, 80, or 90 years can slip away faster than we thought 
possible. And the Bible says that it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgement. God will evaluate our lives, and we know we’ve fallen short of what 
he requires. So, we can descend into hopelessness. Or, we can believe in the One Paul 
refers to as “our Savior.” 
 
Our Savior, who laid down his life to free us from the condemnation of sin. Our Savior, 
who took his life up again to free us from the futility of death. Our Savior, who promises 
eternal life to all who trust in him. Eternal life! Life spent knowing him and following him 
now, life spent safe and secure in his presence forever. This is our God’s promise. This 
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is our Savior’s offer. And how do we know he’ll come through? Because God never lies. 
God cannot lie. He is the truth and he only speaks the truth.  
 
Believe in him, get to know him, and you will grow in hope. This is our purpose, this is 
our privilege, to live as his servants now and to live as his servants forever. 

 
Conclusion 
 
So, as we set out on this brief journey through Titus, a book that will help us see how to live as 
servants of God doing good works in his church, in our homes, at our jobs, and throughout our 
world… As we begin this journey, let me ask you a few questions in light of these first few 
verses. 
 
First, are you God’s servant? Can you say with joy that your life is not your own, but that you 
belong to him? If the answer is no, if the answer is, “Actually, I’ve been trying to make my life my 
own and life for myself.” Then tell him today, “Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to 
thee!” “Make me your servant!” He will welcome you with open arms.  
 
And for all who would say, “Yes! I am God’s servant!” How can you seek to grow this week? Do 
you need to grow in faith? Is some doubt creeping into your heart? Tell Jesus, “I believe, help 
my unbelief!”  
 
Do you need to grow in knowledge? Is there some question nagging at you? Open your Bible 
and tell the Author of all Scripture, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
your law.” 
 
Do you need to grow in godliness? Is there something the Lord is calling you to do, but you’re 
wrestling to obey? Tell your Lord, “Make me to know your ways. Teach me your paths. Lead me 
in your truth.” 
 
Do you need to grow in hope? Is the darkness of this fallen world weighing you down? Tell your 
God, “You are the God of hope, please fill me with all joy and peace in believing. By the power 
of your Holy Spirit cause me to abound in hope.” 
 
Let’s pray for these things together now. 


