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The Orchard Arlington Heights                  Sunday, May 1, 2022 
Faith on Trial: The Truth of Christianity             Pastor Brad Wetherell 
Acts 26:24-32 
 
Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Acts 26. This morning we are wrapping up our short 
series called, “Faith on Trial.” Acts 26 tells the story of the apostle Paul defending his belief in 
Jesus. He has been falsely accused, violently attacked, and wrongfully imprisoned for over two 
years. And now, he stands before a king named Agrippa, a governor named Festus, and a great 
crowd of people explaining the reason why he believes that Jesus is Lord and Savior. 
 
And up to this point, everyone has listened to him patiently and attentively. They listened as 
Paul explained the promise of God to send the Christ, the Messiah, to suffer and die, to rise 
again, and to offer the hope of eternal life to all who would believe. They listened as Paul 
argued that this promise was being fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. They listened as Paul 
described the powerful way Jesus transformed his own life, and sent him out as an apostle to 
proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth. They listened to all of this.  
 
But now, the Roman governor named Festus has had enough. Look at verse 24: And as [Paul]  
was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your  
mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” Festus can see that Paul is highly 
intelligent and well educated, but as far as Festus is concerned, believing that Jesus died and 
rose again to offer the hope of God to the entire world is utter madness. So, he interrupts the 
speech, and shouts in a loud voice, “Paul, you’re out of your mind! You’re nuts!”  
 
Jesus got the same response during his ministry. In John 10:20 we read that after Jesus spoke 
about his death and resurrection, many… said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to 
him?” And we should expect the same response when people discover what we believe.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 tells us, The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing. The 
message of Jesus sounds like foolishness to the unbelieving world. So, what do you do when 
someone calls you crazy for believing in Jesus? Most people won’t say that outright, the way 
Festus said it to Paul. But plenty of people are thinking it! 
 
Most of us have friends, family, neighbors, or coworkers who consider our faith foolish. Or, who 
at least have some significant questions about our beliefs. And so, it’s important that we are 
prepared to explain ourselves. This is the clear instruction we find in 1 Peter 3:15 which says, In 
your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. 
 
And if you like to mark up your Bibles with notes and underlines, you could write next to 1 Peter 
3:15, “For example, see Paul’s defense in Acts 26.” In Acts 26, Paul is an excellent example of 
what it looks like to defend your faith well. And I want us to learn from his example today. As we 
walk through the story, I want you to see… 
 
1. How To Defend Your Faith 
 
When you get in a conversation with someone who considers your faith foolish, or someone 
with questions about why you believe what you believe, here is the way to make your defense. 
 
First, make your defense… 
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A. Gently 
 
In verse 24, Festus interrupts Paul while he is speaking, insults Paul by calling him a 
madman, and he does this with a loud voice. Festus is frustrated. He’s all worked up. 
And so, he starts yelling at Paul. But, notice the way Paul responds in verse 25, Paul 
said, “I am not out of my mind…” Festus shouts. Paul simply speaks.  
 
Paul could have yelled back. He could have taken his own cheap shots. But he remains 
composed. He responds calmly. He speaks clearly. He makes his defense gently. 
Festus wants to escalate and intensify the tone of the conversation, but Paul wisely 
holds back. Paul wants Festus and everyone else to listen to him, and he knows that 
they won’t get anywhere if they begin shouting past each other. 
 
We live in a world full of people shouting past each other. Turn on the news and 
everyone is frustrated. Scroll through social media and everyone is all worked up. 
There’s plenty of yelling doing very little good. In fact, it’s doing a whole lot of harm. The 
more our public discourse devolves into angrily insulting those we disagree with, the 
more divided we become. 
 
Very few people are interested in listening to someone who is yelling at them and calling 
them names. But as believers in Jesus, we have truth to share, truth that everyone 
desperately needs to hear for hope in this world, and for joy in the world to come. We 
want people to listen. And if we can communicate with a gentle tone in this harsh world, 
and a calm disposition in this anxious world, we will have a better chance of gaining a 
hearing. 
 
We follow a Savior who says, I am gentle and lowly in heart. Let’s ask God to help us 
look more like him. When we have opportunities to defend our faith, let’s speak gently.  
 
And, let’s make our defense… 
 
B. Respectfully 
 
Again, verse 25 tells us, But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent 
Festus… In Paul’s day, calling someone “most excellent” was one of the strongest 
expressions of honor you could communicate. And Paul isn’t gritting his teeth as he says 
this. He isn’t being sarcastic. He is giving honor where honor is due. Festus is the 
governor, he holds a high position, and Paul treats him with respect.  
 
In Romans 13:7 Paul writes, Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed. And Paul practiced what he preached. Festus may not be acting 
respectfully toward Paul, but Paul remains respectful toward Festus. And when we get 
into conversations about our faith, even if the person we’re speaking with is not being 
particularly respectful toward us, we want to remain respectful toward them. 
 
So, when you engage in these kinds of conversations, look for something positive to say 
about the person you’re talking to just like Paul did with Festus. You might say, “I can tell 
you’re a thoughtful person, and you’ve considered these things before, I’d love to hear 
more so I can understand your perspective.” You might say, “It sounds like you’ve got 
some strong beliefs of your own, I appreciate your passion, I’m interested to hear how 
you came to those conclusions.”  
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Find a way to affirm the person who has asked you about your faith. This may help to 
decrease some of the tension and allow the conversation to continue. When you defend 
your faith, speak gently, speak respectfully, and speak… 
 
C. Confidently 
 
Look at verse 25 one more time: But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent 
Festus, but I am speaking true and rational words.” Paul is very confident that what he is 
saying is true and rational, not false and foolish. But here’s a crucial question:  When 
Paul says he is speaking true and rational words, what exactly is he referring to? Is he 
referring to his own creative ideas? Is he referring to his own clever logic? No! 
 
In verse 22 Paul makes this sweeping statement. He declares, I stand here testifying… 
saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass… As Paul 
defended his faith before the governor Festus, the king Agrippa, and everyone else, he 
made a concerted effort not to say anything other than what the prophets and Moses 
predicted. In other words, everything Paul proclaimed was grounded in what God had 
already promised in his Word. The true and rational words of Scripture filled the content 
of Paul’s message. And the true and rational words of Scripture fueled Paul’s confidence 
in ministry. 
 
Paul knew that Scripture is full of transforming power. Power to revive the soul, to make 
wise the simple, to rejoice the heart, and to enlighten the eyes. Paul knew that when 
God’s Word goes out into the world, it never returns to him empty handed, it 
accomplishes God’s good purposes. So, Paul did not ground his confidence in his own 
words, he communicated God’s Word. And you and I can do that too.  
 
Perhaps when you consider defending your faith you think, “I’m not smart enough or 
clever enough or prepared enough to do that effectively!” Well, can you tell someone, 
“This is what the Bible says,” and read them a verse that points them to the truth about 
Jesus? And can you trust that there is more power in the words of Scripture than any 
well-crafted, well-articulated words that you or I could ever come up with on our own? If 
you can do that, you’re ready. 
 
Build your defense on the firm foundation of the Scriptures, and you will defend your 
faith confidently. This is Paul’s wonderful example. This is how to defend your faith. 
Speak gently, respectfully, confidently, and… 
 
D. Boldly 
 
Take a look at verse 26. He says, “For the king knows about these things, and to him I 
speak boldly.” Paul is gentle and respectful toward the powerful people listening to his 
defense, but he is not intimidated by them because he knows that even if they all stand 
against him, God stands by his side. Paul endured a lot of opposition in his ministry.  
 
This whole experience in Acts 26 is just one more example of the tremendous amount of 
resistance and hostility Paul faced as he faithfully proclaimed the gospel around the 
world. And it’s easy to think of Paul like some kind of spiritual superhero, taking on the 
world with unfailing resolve and unflinching confidence. But Paul knew what it was like to 
feel discouraged. He knew what it was like to feel weak. And he knew what it was like to 
feel afraid. 
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For example, in Acts, Chapter 18, Paul is in the city of Corinth. He’s at the tail end of his 
second missionary journey and it’s not been an easy journey at all. His friendship with 
Barnabas, a key partner with him in ministry, fell apart after a sharp disagreement. He 
was beaten and imprisoned in Philippi, chased by angry mobs from Thessalonica to 
Berea, mocked by intellectuals in Athens. And then he arrives in Corinth, knowing more 
trouble awaits him, and he’s battling fear.  
 
But Verses 9-10 tell us that the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you.” And knowing this, Paul 
continued to speak boldly. We all know what it’s like to feel intimidated and insecure 
when we have opportunities to talk about our faith with those who do not yet believe. But 
always remember, the Lord is with you. He is by your side. Do not be afraid. Speak 
boldly. 
 
And speak… 
 
E. Persuasively 
 
Look at verses 26-27: Paul says, “For I am persuaded that none of these things has 
escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe 
the prophets? I know that you believe.” If you want to really understand Paul, what he 
was all about, what got him out of bed in the morning, what makes him tick… you need 
to see what he does in these verses.  
 
For the whole chapter up to this point, Paul has been defending his belief in Jesus. But 
his highest priority is not defense. What Paul wants most is to persuade people to 
believe! For him, this trial in Acts 26 is not just a legal proceeding, or an apologetic 
argument, it is an evangelistic opportunity! He doesn’t only want his audience to 
understand what he is saying, he wants them to believe it! So, he looks King Agrippa in 
the eye, knowing Agrippa is familiar with the Scriptures, and asks him, “Do you believe?” 
 
He is inviting Agrippa to profess faith in the prophets, who have declared God’s 
promises which are being fulfilled in Jesus Christ. He is inviting Agrippa to become a 
believer! Agrippa responds in verse 28 asking Paul, In a short time would you persuade 
me to be a Christian? And Paul replies in verse 29: Whether short or long, I would to 
God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am—
except for these chains. 
 
I love this! Paul looks at Agrippa and then around at the whole audience before him and 
says, “Yes! I want all of you to become Christians!” And then he holds up his shackled 
hands, and says, “Although I hope none of you have to go through something like this!”  
Even though these people have kept him in prison for years, even though Festus has 
just called him crazy, Paul is eager for all of them to have a share in the hope of 
everlasting life. He wants them all to believe in Jesus. 
 
When you have an opportunity to defend your faith, remember, the goal is not to win the 
argument, the goal is to win the person for Christ. And so, aim to speak persuasively. 
Ask them, “Do you believe?” And invite them to trust in Jesus. What greater invitation 
could anyone receive? And church, how will anyone hear this invitation, if they do not 
hear it from us? As believers in Jesus, part of the reason we’re on this planet is to 
persuade others to believe in Jesus, but we cannot do this on our own. 
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Which is why we must also defend our faith… 
 
F. Prayerfully 
 
Look at verse 29 one more time: And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God 
that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am—except 
for these chains.” What does Paul mean when he says, “I would to God…”? Well, that 
phrase can also be translated, “I pray to God…” For example, that’s what we find in the 
NIV.  
 
As Paul spoke God’s Word, and tried to persuade his audience to believe, Paul prayed. 
He prayed because he knew that people are not convinced by historical evidence, air-
tight arguments, and even solid biblical exposition alone. He prayed because he knew 
God is the one who saves. God is the one who opens eyes, calls people out of darkness 
and gives the gift of faith. So, he asked for God to do what only he can do. And when we 
have opportunities to defend our faith, we should ask for the very same things. 
 
This is how to defend your faith: gently, respectfully, confidently, boldly, persuasively, 
and prayerfully. This is Paul’s wonderful example to us. But here’s an important caution: 
Be careful not to assume that if you check all these boxes, the results will be predictable 
and guaranteed. You cannot defend your faith better than Paul does in Acts 26. He 
knocks it out of the park! And yet, what happens next? Does King Agrippa profess faith? 
Does Festus repent of his insults? Does revival break out? No.  
 
Listen to verses 30-32: Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who 
were sitting with them. And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This 
man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.” And Agrippa said to Festus, 
“This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”  
 
How anticlimactic! Paul has just presented the strongest possible defense of the 
Christian faith. He has perfectly expounded the Scriptures, he has powerfully shared his 
own testimony, he has persuasively invited his audience to believe. And they get up, 
walk out of the room, begin talking business, and seem completely unaffected by what 
they have heard. Friends, when you defend your faith, and you get no response, don’t 
be discouraged. It happened to Paul, and it will happen to us. Our job is to be faithful 
with the message. It’s God’s responsibility to bring about the response.  
 
But we do wonder, why do so many reject the faith? Why do so many people who hear 
the good news seem to walk away completely unaffected? With our final few minutes 
today, I want to suggest a few answers to that question. And I want you to think about 
King Agrippa in particular. What might have caused him to reject the faith? This passage 
doesn’t tell us for sure, but we can make some educated guesses that will help us see… 
 

2. Why Some Reject The Faith 
 
Let me suggest three reasons why this happens. And I need to give credit to Charles Spurgeon 
for helping me think about this. In one of his sermons, Spurgeon suggests that Agrippa may 
have rejected the faith because of three people present in Acts 26: his sister Bernice, the 
governor Festus, and the apostle Paul. Each of these people could have factored into Agrippa’s 
unbelief at the end of the chapter, and reflecting on each of them will help us consider three 
different reasons people remain in unbelief today. 
 
Here’s the first reason why some reject the faith… 
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A. They do not want to stop their sin 
 
Agrippa attended Paul’s trial with his sister, Bernice. Bernice was widely known for her 
infidelity and immorality. And at the time of Paul’s trial, there were unpleasant rumors 
about Agrippa and Bernice spreading around the empire. And even if the worst of the 
rumors weren’t true, Agrippa is clearly close with his sister, and the Bible often stresses 
that there is great danger in bad company. So, it is very possible that Agrippa realized, 
“If I believe in Jesus, I will have to stop certain behaviors, and I may cause great strain to 
this relationship with my sister.” And perhaps he felt this was simply too high of a cost. 
 
When you set out to follow Jesus, he not only forgives your sin, but he also calls you to 
fight your sin. And that can mean letting go of behaviors, or relationships, in which we 
once found delight. And for some, that is too high a cost. So, some reject the faith 
because they do not want to stop their sin. 
 
Others reject the faith because… 
 
B. They do not want to damage their reputation 
 
This may have been on Agrippa’s mind as he considered the Governor Festus. After all, 
Festus just called Paul a lunatic for believing in Jesus. And Festus was one of Agrippa’s 
peers, a companion in the Roman political system. If Agrippa professed faith in Jesus, 
he would be opening himself up to the same accusation of insanity, he would 
undoubtably face the same kind of mockery. And perhaps this kept him quiet and 
caused him to push down any interest he might have felt to agree with Paul and become 
a Christian. 
 
Following Jesus will not boost your reputation in the eye of this world. In some cases, it 
will open you up to all kinds of insults, and for some that is too high a cost. So, some 
reject the faith because they do not want to damage their reputation. 
 
Others reject the faith because… 
 
C. They do not want to lose their comfort 
 
This may have been on Agrippa’s mind as he considered Paul. Here is a man in chains.  
A man whose physical appearance shows signs of previous beatings, years of 
imprisonment, and many hardships. Clearly, following Jesus has not been easy for Paul. 
He’s suffered greatly. And he will suffer more. But Agrippa is a King! He has immense 
privilege, prosperity, and power. If he became a Christian, he could lose it all, and 
perhaps this was something he was simply not willing to risk. 
 
Friends, Jesus doesn’t mince his words. He says anyone who would come after me 
must deny himself, take up the cross, and follow me. For some, this cost is too high. 
They reject the faith because they do not want to lose their comfort. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Perhaps you fit into one of those categories today. You have heard the good news of Jesus, you 
know what he offers, but the cost just seems too high. If you’re honest, you don’t want to stop 
your sin. You don’t want to damage your reputation. You don’t want to lose your comfort.  
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Well, I’m glad you’re here today, and in this last moment, let me speak to you as gently, 
respectfully, confidently, boldly, persuasively, and prayerfully as I can. O that God would help 
you to see that sin does you infinitely more harm than good. It may be sweet for a moment, but 
it will produce bitterness in your life now and it will destroy your life forever if you let it go 
unchecked. O that God would help you to see that what he thinks of you is infinitely more 
important than what anyone else thinks of you.  
 
Who cares if the world despises you, when the God of the Universe loves you and is glad to call 
you his own? O that God would help you to see that any loss in this life for the sake of Christ 
amounts to an infinitely greater gain in the life to come. We cannot hold on to anything in this 
world. Whatever we get, whatever we gain, is taken from us in one way or another in the end. 
 
But Jesus offers you grace now and glory forever! And it is a glory so massive and so infinite 
that every affliction is light and momentary in comparison. Friend, Jesus died and rose to offer 
you forgiveness, a place among God’s people, eternal life. 
 
Do you believe? Will you believe? 


