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Revelation 19:6-10 
 
Let’s keep our Bibles open right there at Revelation, Chapter 19, a chapter that is full of 
encouragement that we desperately need in our world today. 
 
I want to begin with a quote from J.C. Ryle that I read in our message last weekend. Ryle writes, 
“There is in the Gospel a complete provision for all the wants of man’s soul. There is a supply of 
everything that can be required to relieve spiritual hunger and spiritual thirst. Pardon, peace with 
God, lively hope in this world, glory in the world to come, are set before us in rich abundance.” 
 
We could use some more lively hope in this world right now.  And that is precisely what we find 
in Revelation 19. This chapter draws our minds and our hearts to the hope we have in Jesus 
Christ, and the glory that awaits us forever and forever. And this chapter of hope is made all the 
more striking by the chapter of despair that comes right before it. 
 
In Revelation 18:2 we read these words, Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! In the book of 
Revelation, Babylon is the name for a mighty city, a city of significant power and immense 
prosperity. But it is also a city of tremendous evil and pride. Verse 5 says that her sins are 
heaped high as heaven. And verse 7 says that she glorified herself. 
 
Babylon, in Revelation 18, represents fallen humanity’s rebellious attempts to gain glory apart 
from the Lord. And verse 8 says, For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death 
and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who 
has judged her. 
 
Then, the rest of the chapter goes on to describe the kings and the merchants, and all who 
benefitted from the power of Babylon, lamenting the loss of their great city. It is a chapter of 
despair as humanity’s prideful endeavors lead to disaster. And that is a pattern that has 
repeated itself throughout history. It is a pattern we see in our day. And it is a pattern that will 
ultimately culminate in God’s final judgement. Revelation 18 reminds us that we live in a fallen 
world that is often falling apart.  
 
But, in Revelation 19, God’s people are not despairing, they are rejoicing! Four times in the first 
six verses God’s people cry out, Hallelujah! And this morning I want you to see why they can 
say that, why they can praise God in a fallen world that is often falling apart, and why we can do 
the same. 
 
I want you to see why we have lively hope in this world and glory in the world to come. I want 
you to see this for your own joy. And I want you to see this so that you might invite others to 
experience the hope we have and rejoice with us as well. So, let’s jump into the passage that 
was just read for us a few minutes ago, and I want us to notice three reasons for rejoicing that 
are highlighted here and what they mean for us. 
 
In a fallen world that’s often falling apart, God’s people can rejoice. And that is true, first and 
foremost, because we have confidence in… 
 
1. God’s Almighty Reign 
 
I don’t think we can ever hear this truth enough. But, given the instability and uncertainty we all 
feel in our current historical moment, we especially need this reminder today. 
 



Take a look at verse 6: Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the 
roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.” 
 
Babylon, this great city, has fallen. The smoke is rising into the air. The world is mourning. But 
then there’s a sound, a sound that gets louder and louder, until eventually it’s hitting decibel 
levels that would make us all cover our ears! It’s like the sound of a football stadium slammed 
full of fans screaming at the top of their lungs. It’s like the sound of Niagara Falls roaring without 
end. It’s like the sound of claps of thunder so close they shake your house. 
 
And what is this sound? It’s the sound of God’s people crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our 
God the Almighty reigns!” It’s a shout of triumph! “This world may be falling apart,” they are 
saying, “But our God reigns! He is the Almighty!” 
 
We get too familiar with Bible words, and we stop thinking about what they mean. But consider 
that word, “Almighty.” Someone who is almighty doesn’t just have some of the might, he has “all 
the might”! The word “almighty” refers to God’s comprehensive and unparalleled power, what 
theologians often refer to as his omnipotence. And this word “almighty” is only ever used in the 
Bible to describe God, because God alone is all powerful, he alone is omnipotent. And that is 
really good news for God’s people. 
 
The book of Revelation does not sugarcoat the reality of evil in this world. As you read through 
Revelation, you’ll read about a terrifying beast and a dangerous dragon. They are awful powers 
of darkness that wreak havoc on humanity and attack God’s people. And yet, no matter how 
powerful these forces of evil may be, none of them are all-powerful, and all their strength is 
eclipsed by the only true Almighty One! 
 
In the mystery of his sovereignty God allows these wicked powers to roam the planet, but only 
for a time. Someday, when he sees fit, he will bind them up, cast them down, and end their 
ability to harm his creation and his people forever and forever. That is the central message of 
the book of Revelation. And so, while everything in the world looks like it’s falling apart in 
Revelation 18, God’s people rejoice in Revelation 19! They cry out with a loud voice, “Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns!” 
 
And church, we can rejoice in this truth as well. We know that no dark power reigns over this 
world. We know that no invisible virus reigns over this world. We know that no evil dictator 
reigns over this world. We know that the Lord our God the Almighty reigns! We can rejoice, and 
we should rejoice! And we should rejoice loudly, like a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters, like the sound of mighty peals of thunder… So that all the world might hear!  
 
We do not need to be utterly dejected. We do not need to fall into despair over the darkness we 
see. We have lively hope. Lively hope made possible because we know that the Lord God the 
Almighty reigns. And lively hope because we know that he is our God, and he stands by our 
side. 
 
Did you notice the personal nature of this praise in verse 6? The great multitude cries out, 
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns!” They are saying, “This Almighty God is 
our God! He stands by our side. He defends us with all his power. And if he is for us, who can 
be against us?” That’s their reason for rejoicing. And that’s our reason for rejoicing too. 
 
When I was in high school our youth group hosted a dodgeball tournament and our youth pastor 
wanted it to be an outreach event. So, in order to participate you had to bring a friend to be on 
your team. I thought about who to invite, and somehow, I successfully convinced our school’s 
starting quarterback and future D1 pitcher to come out for the night. And we won that dodgeball 



tournament! With that guy on our team, I was pretty confident that no one could stand against 
us. 
 
And church, with the Almighty by our side, we have absolute confidence that no one and 
nothing can ultimately stand against us. We can rejoice in all circumstances saying, “Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns!” 
 
Now, here’s a crucial question: How can you know that the Lord is your God? How can you 
know that he is for you and not against you? The reality is, we all deserve for God to stand 
against us, because like the residents of Babylon in Revelation 18, we have all rebelled against 
him.  
 
But this leads to the second reason for the rejoicing in Revelation 19… 
 
2. God’s Gracious Provision 
 
In verses 7-8, God’s people rejoice in what God has given that enables them to stand in his 
presence with confidence. First, they rejoice that God has graciously provided… 
 
 a. The Lamb 
 

Look at verse 7: Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come. Babylon has fallen, the world is mourning, but God’s people are 
rejoicing. They are rejoicing because the Almighty reigns. And they are rejoicing 
because the marriage of the Lamb has come. 
 
Who is the Lamb? And what makes his marriage a cause for such joy and exultation?  
The Lamb first appears in Revelation at an unexpected moment. In Revelation 5:5, John 
(who received this revelation) says this, And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no 
more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered.”  
 
David was one of Israel’s greatest kings and the recipient of one of God’s greatest 
promises. God told David that he would have a descendant who would conquer every 
evil power and usher in an eternal age of peace and glory for his people to enjoy. And 
John hears that the descendant of David has come from David’s tribe (the tribe of 
Judah), and that he has conquered like a Lion. 
 
But as John looks, probably expecting to see this mighty Lion, he says in Revelation 5:6, 
I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain. Imagine going to the Zoo and 
walking up to the lion exhibit expecting to see the king of the jungle, and instead you see 
a little lamb. This is unexpected!  
 
And the Lamb John sees has been wounded. He looks as though he has been slain. 
And yet, the Lamb stands. He is alive. Then, all of heaven begins to praise him! They cry 
out in Revelation 5:9-10, “Worthy are you… for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you 
have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 
Now the connection is clear: The Lion is the Lamb. And he has conquered evil by being 
slain. This is Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, King David’s great descendant, who 
laid down his life on the cross like a sacrificial Lamb. He was slain to pay the ransom for 
our rebellion, to redeem us from the curse of sin, and to deliver us from all evil. 
 



He was slain, and then he rose! And so, he stands! He lives! And he lives to offer the 
eternal blessings of his kingdom to his people, to his church, whom the New Testament 
calls his bride. Ephesians 5:25 says, Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her. 
 
Christ gave his life for his people, and one day he will gather his church into his 
presence at the great marriage celebration of the Lamb. And this certain future, this gift 
of grace is reason for rejoicing! Jesus is the Lamb. He laid down his life that we might 
live with him forever. He is God’s gracious provision. 
 
And so is… 
 
b. The Clothing  
 
Look at verses 7-8: Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints. 
 
Kristen and I got married right here in this sanctuary. So, anytime I look at those doors I 
can picture that moment when she came into the room and walked down the aisle. And 
she wasn’t wearing jeans and a t-shirt. She made herself ready for the occasion and 
wore a stunning dress. And these verses are telling us that as the bride of Christ, we 
make ourselves ready to meet with Christ by clothing ourselves in righteousness. We 
prepare to meet Jesus by performing righteous deeds. 
 
Now, this raises an important question: If we make ourselves ready to meet with Jesus 
by performing righteous deeds, does that make our access into heaven dependent upon 
our effort to do righteousness? In other words, does this mean that we are ultimately 
saved by works, and not by grace? 
 
No. And here’s why: our righteous deeds are God’s gracious provision. Listen very 
carefully to verses 7-8: The Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure. It was granted her! The ability to perform 
righteous deeds is a gift! And it is a gift given to everyone who trusts in Jesus. 
 
Before we knew Christ nothing we did was righteous, nothing we did was right in God’s 
sight. That doesn’t mean we were all running around committing heinous acts of evil 
24/7. But the Bible is clear that whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. That’s 
Romans 14:23.  
 
So, before we trusted in Jesus, even the “good” things we did were tainted by sin, and 
therefore, everything we did was offensive to God. We were like trees that produced 
fruit, some of which may have looked good on the outside, but it was all rotten in the 
center. But through faith in Christ we are transformed, we are new creations with new 
life! And by his grace, through his strength, we begin producing the fruit of 
righteousness. 
 
You see, God not only cleanses us from all our sin, he also covers us with 
righteousness, making us fit to stand in his presence. Both the Lamb who cleanses and 
the clothing that covers are God’s gracious provision. And both are reasons for rejoicing! 
 
In a fallen world that is often falling apart, we have reason to rejoice, because of God’s 
Almighty reign, because of God’s gracious provision, and third because of… 



 
3. God’s Trustworthy Word 
 
Look at verse 9: And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”  
 
We are living in a post-truth world, a world where feelings often carry more weight than facts, a 
world where hot-takes shape public opinion and deep-fakes threaten to distort reality. All of this 
is exhausting, confusing, and it can leave us wondering, “who can I trust?”  
 
Where do we find truth in a post-truth world? Right here! “Write this down,” the angel says to 
John, “These are the true words of God!” God does not lie. Everything that he says is absolutely 
right and completely reliable. And he says, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb!” 
 
The Lamb was slain to forgive his people’s sins. The Lamb was raised to give his people eternal 
life. And the Lamb will have his wedding supper when he gathers his Bride to himself. Jesus will 
rescue his church, delivering his people from all the evil and all the darkness of this fallen world, 
bringing us into the perfect peace of his presence for all of eternity. 
 
And blessed, happy, privileged are those who are invited. These are the true words of God! 
They are written down so that we can hear them, and so that we can trust them, and so that we 
can call them to mind and rejoice. Whatever confusion, whatever heartache, whatever dangers 
may arise in this life, we know that we will be blessed in the end. Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
 
Now, perhaps you’re asking yourself, how do I know if I am invited? Well, I’m not sure if you 
were here last week, but we looked at Matthew 22, where Jesus compares his kingdom to a 
wedding feast prepared by a king. And the king instructs his servants to go out and invite 
everyone they find. Jesus says, “That’s what my kingdom is like. That’s what the wedding feast 
is like.” The marriage supper of the Lamb is an open-invite event, anyone can come, including 
you. 
 
Friend, Jesus invites you to come to him in faith! So, come! Don’t delay! Don’t place your trust in 
Babylon. Don’t rest your hopes on this fallen world, a world that is so often falling apart. Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and rejoice! 
 
Rejoice in God’s almighty reign. Rejoice in God’s gracious provision. Rejoice in God’s 
trustworthy word. 
 
With our remaining time today, let me offer three concluding applications in response to all that 
we have seen. They each come from verse 10. 
 
Three Applications  
 
Here’s the first… 
 
1. Worship God 
 
Look at verse 10: Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
 



I don’t want to be too hard on John here. The truth is, if any of us encountered an angel in his 
splendor, we would probably be tempted to fall down and worship him as well. But, this 
demonstrates the propensity of the human heart to worship something other than God. And the 
angel tells John, you must not do that!  
 
The great mistake of those who are left mourning at the end of Revelation 18 is that they chose 
to give their worship to things in this world. They gave their highest affection and their deepest 
trust to political power, economic prosperity, and sinful pleasures. And it all came crashing down 
in the end. That is how every form of false worship works. Something other than the Lord 
captures our hearts, but it always fails. 
 
There is only One object of worship that is truly worthy. And there is only One object of worship 
that truly satisfies. There is only one true God. So, for his glory, and for your good, worship him!  
Reserve your highest affections for him. Place your deepest trust in him. Find your joy in 
praising him for his almighty reign, his gracious provision, and his trustworthy word. This is what 
we gather to do each weekend. This is the way we want to live out all of our days, until the day 
we stand in his immediate presence where we will worship him forever and forever.  
 
Worship God. 
 
Second… 
 
2. Hold to the Testimony 
 
Look at verse 10 again: Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must 
not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
 
There was something Pastor Greg said in his pastoral prayer last week that really resonated 
with me. He said that in this world “we totter from one crisis to the next… looking for balance.” It 
made me think of riding a train like the “L,” when all the seats are taken and you have to stand. 
When the train lurches forward, or comes to a quick stop, or takes a sharp turn, you need 
something to hold on to. And our journey through this life is full of lurching and turning, we go 
from one trouble to the next, and we need something to hold on to. 
 
And this angel reminds John that believers hold to the testimony of Jesus. The truth about 
Jesus is where we find the stability we need! The truth that he is the Lamb who was slain, who 
laid down his life and took it up again, that we might be reconciled to God! The truth that he is 
the husband, ready to welcome us, his bride, into his presence, having cleansed us with his 
mercy and covered us in his righteousness. The truth that he is Lord of all, and that nothing in 
this world, not even death itself, can separate us from his redeeming love. 
 
Church, we’ve got to hold on to the testimony of Jesus! We’ve got to remind ourselves and 
remind one another of all that he has done and all that he has promised. 
 
Worship God. 
 
Hold to the Testimony. 
 
And finally… 
 
 
 
 



3. Tell the World 
 
Look at verse 10 one more time: Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, 
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  
 
Here’s what that last line means. We often think of prophecy as predicting the future. But in its 
simplest definition, prophecy is proclaiming the Word of God. And the Holy Spirit, who inspires 
all true prophecy, has one clear aim: to testify about Jesus! This is why the entire Bible testifies 
about Jesus! Because it is the Spirit-inspired prophetic Word. 
 
And this is why the Church’s mission is to testify about Jesus! Because we are empowered by 
the Spirit to bring this good news about Jesus to the ends of the earth. This is our prophetic 
purpose on this planet: to tell everyone that the Lord Jesus reigns! That the Lamb Jesus laid 
down his life for the forgiveness of sins! That all who trust in him will find lively hope in this world 
and glory in the world to come! 
 
Church, we are called to tell everyone about Jesus, so that more and more people might find 
the reasons to rejoice in Jesus, even in a fallen world that is often falling apart. 
 
Who can you tell this week? Who can you invite to trust in Christ? Who can you invite to come 
and rejoice with us? 
 

 


